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THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) took the chair at 12 noon, acknowledged country and read prayers. 
The SPEAKER: Are there any petitions, members? I remember the days when there were petitions every day. 
The standard is dropping. 
Mr D.R. Michael: Everyone is happy with the government. 
The SPEAKER: What can I say? There are no petitions today. 

SOUTH WESTERN HIGHWAY — REDUCED SPEED LIMIT TRIAL 
Statement by Minister for Road Safety 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Road Safety) [12.02 pm]: In January, I visited Donnybrook 
with my colleague the member for Collie–Preston, Hon Mick Murray, MLA, to announce that from the end of 
January until May the speed limit on South Western Highway will be lowered to 40 kilometres per hour in Boyanup, 
Donnybrook, Balingup and Bridgetown. Last year, at the request of Hon Mick Murray, MLA, and the Shires of 
Donnybrook–Balingup, Capel and Bridgetown–Greenbushes, I attended a meeting in Donnybrook. Subsequently, 
the Road Safety Commission liaised with Main Roads Western Australia. The 40-kilometre-per-hour speed zone 
trial addresses community road safety concerns with the speed that vehicles drive through those towns, particularly 
at weekends and during holiday periods. These towns see an average of 6 000 vehicles a day, many at speeds 
endangering pedestrians, cyclists, children and the elderly. Reducing the speed limit by 10 kays an hour can make 
a big difference to the stopping distance of a vehicle, which will not only add to road safety, but also improve the 
amenity of the towns. 
The trial will assist Main Roads Western Australia develop an effective speed signage plan in order for better driver 
compliance with a 40-kilometre-per-hour speed limit. A technical working group, overseen by Hon Mick Murray 
and comprising representatives from local governments, Main Roads Western Australia and the Road Safety 
Commission, will oversee the trial, conduct an evaluation of the trial and monitor road users’ reactions to the speed 
limit changes. I believe that local governments around Western Australia, especially in regional areas, will be very 
interested to see the results of the trial and consider how lower speed limits could improve road safety in their local 
area. Fatigue is emerging as a significant factor in more and more road crashes. Hopefully, in slowing down 
through these towns people will make the choice to take a break, have a coffee and enjoy all that these towns have 
to offer. 

YAMATJI NATION INDIGENOUS LAND USE AGREEMENT 
Statement by Minister for Aboriginal Affairs 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Aboriginal Affairs) [12.04 pm]: On 7 February, I travelled 
to Geraldton to attend the consent determination and signing of the Yamatji Nation Indigenous Land Use Agreement. 
This historic agreement has been over two years in the making and settles native title across about 48 000 square 
kilometres of land in the midwest region. It includes the traditional land and waters of the Yamatji Nation, 
Southern Yamatji, Hutt River, Widi Mob and Mullewa Wadjari native title claimants. The state government 
acknowledges that Yamatji people are the traditional owners of these lands and waters. In fact, embedded in the 
agreement is a statement that acknowledges their connection to the land and recognises the traditional laws and 
customs that guide their cultural responsibility to the land. The agreement recognises the diversity of all the identity 
groups that make up the Yamatji Nation and acknowledges that this land was and always will be Yamatji country. 
A settlement benefits package has been negotiated in exchange for the surrender of native title rights and interests 
over most of the area, with the exception of a small number of culturally important land parcels. The future act regime 
under the Native Title Act will not apply in the entirety of the agreement area. It was the vision of the traditional 
owner negotiators that this agreement would build a sustainable economic foundation for future generations of 
Yamatji people. Perhaps the most unique aspect of this agreement is the opportunities it offers for self-determination 
and the active participation of Yamatji people in the regional economy. It includes a comprehensive economic 
development package that will stimulate development in the midwest region through employment opportunities for 
Yamatji people, support for new businesses, land transfers and development for tourism enterprises. A conservation 
estate will also be created, to be jointly managed by the traditional owners and the state government, with 
15 additional Aboriginal ranger positions to be funded. In acknowledgment of the importance of heritage to 
traditional owners, a heritage protection regime has also been negotiated to protect important cultural sites. A key 
component of the agreement is the genuine partnership it creates between the state government and the traditional 
owners, which will ensure timely and effective implementation and provide an ongoing forum to discuss emerging 
opportunities in the region. 
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I wish to congratulate the Yamatji people on this historic agreement and to particularly acknowledge the work of 
the traditional owner negotiation team who ably represented the claimants in a united approach to the negotiations. 
This successful outcome reflects their hard work and dedication to ensuring prosperity for current and future 
generations of Yamatji people. 

ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE 

Seventh Report — “Levelling the Playing Field: Managing the Impact of the Rapid Increase of Short-Term Rentals 
in Western Australia” — Government Response — Statement by Minister for Planning 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Planning) [12.07 pm]: I rise to present for tabling today the state 
government’s response to the seventh report of the Economics and Industry Standing Committee, “Levelling the 
Playing Field: Managing the Impact of the Rapid Increase of Short-Term Rentals in Western Australia”. 

[See paper 3205.] 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The committee’s inquiry resulted in 45 findings and a further 10 recommendations aimed at 
improving outdated and inconsistent policy governing short-term rentals to create greater certainty for the tourism 
industry, accommodation providers and guests. This issue crosses many areas of government, including planning, 
local government, tourism, housing, lands, emergency services and consumer protection. The inquiry was undertaken 
to investigate the adequacy of regulation of short-stay accommodation in Western Australia, including land-use 
planning, building standards, insurance, customer safety, length of stay, neighbourhood amenity, registration, 
licensing and taxation. The intent of the inquiry was to look only at tourist-related short-stay accommodation. It is 
clear that the short-stay accommodation market has changed significantly since the emergence of online booking 
platforms, and this has resulted in an uncertain legal environment and perceived issues of inequity between 
traditional accommodation service providers and short-term rental operators. There has been significant concern 
from industry about the lack of a level playing field across the sector. The response sets out a whole-of-government 
approach to tackling the complex and varied issues raised in the inquiry. The government response outlines the 
actions that will be undertaken by the various portfolios, including the establishment of a working group to 
coordinate whole-of-government policy responses for short-stay accommodation. 

Nine of the 10 recommendations of the inquiry report are recommended for support. Recommendation 4 was not 
supported by Landgate. The development of model strata by-laws is not supported for implementation by Landgate 
at this stage. However, support in understanding by-laws will be provided to stakeholders by updating Landgate’s 
guidance material, which is consistent with recommendation 5. 

Some of the key actions to be undertaken include the development of a public education campaign to ensure that 
owners, property managers and purchasers are aware of their obligations regarding short-term rental properties. 
Land use definitions will also be amended to differentiate between hosted and un-hosted accommodation. There 
is a clear difference of opinion about the impact on the community between hosted and un-hosted accommodation. 
These land use definitions will be implemented through the planning portfolio this year. Other key actions will 
include investigating the opportunity to introduce deemed provisions into all planning schemes for hosted 
accommodation to ensure that it is exempt from the need for local government approval across the state; updating 
strata title guidance to include powers and processes are open to strata companies to manage short-term rentals; 
and providing appropriate legislative or regulatory mechanisms to require the display of a valid registration 
number for short-term rentals. The working group will explore and develop a statewide registration scheme. It is 
acknowledged that a registration scheme will need to be flexible and not too onerous to encourage use by all parties 
so that it achieves the outcomes of providing consumers the confidence that the premises they are renting have 
appropriate approvals and that data collection will assist local government with compliance. The working group 
will be chaired by the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage. I have asked the working group to work with 
key stakeholders to make sure we get the balance right. 

ERIC LUMSDEN, AO — TRIBUTE 

Statement by Minister for Planning 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Planning) [12.10 pm]: I rise this afternoon to honour the late 
Eric Lumsden, former chairman of the Western Australian Planning Commission and Chair Commissioner of the 
City of Perth. Last month, Mr Lumsden was awarded a Member of the Order of Australia in the general division 
of the 2020 Australia Day Honours List. This honour is in recognition of his significant service to public 
administration and to the planning industry. Sadly, Eric passed away in December after a long illness, a few 
weeks before he received this award. His work within the public service stretched back more than 50 years. He 
started as a young cadet cartographer and rose through the ranks in both local and state government to become 
Western Australia’s most experienced planner. He served as chief executive officer of the City of Swan and the 
City of Melville before being appointed director general of the then Department of Planning and Infrastructure in 
2007. In 2013, he was appointed chairman of the Western Australian Planning Commission and on his retirement 
dutifully returned to public service as the Chair Commissioner of the City of Perth. 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Test/Tables.nsf/screenLaunch
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Eric was known for his frank and fearless advice, and I can certainly confirm that he was both in his provision of 
advice to me. Over his long career, Eric oversaw many planning initiatives that have substantially contributed to 
the social, economic and environmental wellbeing of Western Australia. His work to develop the “State Planning 
Strategy” and the Perth and Peel@3.5 million planning framework have set a vision to accommodate our city’s 
population growth over the next 30 years. 

A devoted and much-loved family man, Eric was loyal, humble and generous. He was a great lover of fishing—it 
was his escape, providing an essential release that allowed him to think and contemplate. Eric always acted with the 
highest of integrity and gave a lifetime of devotion to his profession. The urban form of our city, from infrastructure 
corridors to transport systems, activity centres, environmental assets and residential developments, have all been 
influenced by Mr Lumsden. His many years of public service have shaped and will continue to shape vibrant, liveable 
communities into the future. 

Vale, Eric. 

SHARKS — HAZARD MITIGATION — ESPERANCE 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries 

MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Fisheries) [12.13 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the McGowan 
government’s response to a fatal shark attack that happened on 5 January this year near Cull Island, which is 
located several kilometres offshore from Esperance. This tragic incident—the second fatal shark attack in the area 
in less than three years—occurred when Esperance local Gary Johnson was on a recreational dive with his spouse, 
Karen Milligan. I offer my deepest sympathies to the family and friends of Mr Johnson, as well as to the Esperance 
community more generally. Soon after this attack, I visited Esperance and met Ms Milligan, the first responders 
to the attack who performed an amazing job under highly stressful conditions, representatives from the local shire 
council and community groups concerned about shark mitigation measures in the area. We held open and honest 
discussions, and as a result identified a number of opportunities to improve shark hazard mitigation in the area. 
Mr Speaker, I am sure you are aware that the McGowan government has done more than any other to mitigate the 
risks associated with shark attacks. It has committed at least $28 million to implement measures that include the 
continuation of WA’s shark tagging program, the subsidisation of personal shark deterrent technologies, the extension 
of the shark monitoring network, improved communication measures to assist shark hazard response, renewed 
aerial and beach patrols, and to fund a SMART drum line trial. 

Following this most recent attack I tasked Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development staff to 
work with the Esperance shire council to install shark warning towers and deploy two additional shark monitoring 
network receiver buoys to enhance coverage along the Esperance coast. I am advised that installation work on the 
three warning towers, which will emit visual and audible warnings when sharks are sighted near popular beaches, 
began today. Nine shark warning alert towers have already been in operation on the Gracetown coast for almost 
a year to support DPIRD’s SMART drum line trial. Work on installing the two new receiver buoys at Twilight Beach, 
a popular family swimming beach, will start later this week or early next week, and boost the coverage of the existing 
shark monitoring network. 

In closing, I urge all members of the community to report any shark sightings to the water police on 9442 8600; 
doing so could help save lives. 

DR CARMEN LAWRENCE — PREMIERSHIP — THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Women’s Interests) [12.15 pm]: I rise to recognise that on 
this day 30 years ago, Dr Carmen Lawrence became Premier of Western Australia, making her the first woman 
to hold this office in any Australian state. Impressively, she was both the Premier and Treasurer for much of 
her term. I think everyone here recognises that she has been a pioneer for women both in Western Australia and 
across the country. Dr Carmen Lawrence was the first Western Australian woman to be a minister in both the 
state and federal Parliaments and, jointly with Judyth Watson, the first woman with a PhD to be elected to the 
WA Parliament. 

Carmen has always been a passionate advocate for women and vulnerable people in our community. I have 
the great privilege of currently holding the portfolio of women’s interests. She is also a founding member of 
the Women’s Electoral Lobby, and she fought to remove the barriers that women face when they run for 
office and the way in which the parliamentary processes benefits male members. Carmen later entered into 
federal politics and represented the electorate of Fremantle. She used her first speech in the House of 
Representatives to reflect on the centenary of Australian women being eligible to vote and how difficult 
change had been. It is fitting that 2020 is the centenary of Western Australian women being able to run for 
Parliament, and as we look around this chamber we can see that there is still a lot of work to do. As I reflect 
on the impressive achievements of Carmen today, I am proud that the McGowan government is continuing 
the tradition of her advocacy for women in Western Australia. This is evident in the commitments and actions 
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of our government, and through the representation of women on this side of the chamber. Her advocacy work 
continues as president of the Conservation Council of Western Australia. I congratulate Dr Carmen Lawrence 
on her continuing achievements and acknowledge the thirtieth anniversary of our first female Premier. 

WATER SUPPLY — DENMARK 
Statement by Minister for Water 

MR D.J. KELLY (Bassendean — Minister for Water) [12.17 pm]: I rise to inform the house of the successful 
community meeting I attended in Denmark to discuss the Albany to Denmark pipeline and to secure Denmark’s 
water supplies. I thank the Shire of Denmark for arranging such a well-attended and positive meeting and for 
showing great interest in this important issue. I also thank staff from the Water Corporation and the Department 
of Water and Environmental Regulation who provided important and detailed information to the community about 
the impacts of climate change and planning to protect the town’s water supply. I thank Hon Dr Sally Talbot, MLC; 
the member for Warren–Blackwood, Terry Redman; and Hon Diane Evers, MLC, for their attendance and 
contribution on the night. It was a positive and productive discussion about the effects of climate change and what 
we all need to do as a community to combat it. 

Denmark is experiencing the impact of climate change through declining rainfall and 2019 was one of the driest 
years for the town since records began. This means Denmark’s dams, the town’s primary source of water, can no 
longer be relied upon. To secure Denmark’s water supply, the Water Corporation is building a pipeline to connect 
Denmark to the lower great southern towns water supply scheme. Since my September 2019 announcement, for 
five months the Water Corporation has consulted with the local government authorities, landowners and other 
government agencies on a proposed pipeline route. It has also engaged a local ecologist and carried out local flora 
and fauna surveys and has been developed with minimal impact on the environment. The proposed route will see 
the pipeline connect to the lower great southern town water supply scheme at the Chorkerup Tank, 30 kilometres 
north of Albany, and then follow the road reserve in a westerly direction along Wilcox Road, Redmond West Road, 
Kernutts Road and a small section of Denmark–Mount Barker Road, connecting to the existing tank that supplies 
water to Denmark, at Scotsdale. The proposed route is now available for public feedback via the Water Corporation’s 
website, and I encourage the community to have its say. 

Importantly, the pipeline will be constructed through contracts with local businesses as much as possible, which 
will give a significant economic boost to the regional community. The McGowan government is committed to 
securing Denmark’s water supply. As plans progress over the coming months, the Water Corporation will continue 
to consult with the Shire of Denmark, City of Albany and community. 

DROUGHT RELIEF — RURAL WATER COUNCIL 
Statement by Minister for Water 

MR D.J. KELLY (Bassendean — Minister for Water) [12.20 pm]: I rise to inform the house of my recent visit 
to Northam with two great representatives of the Agricultural Region, Hon Darren West and Hon Laurie Graham. 
I attended the Rural Water Council meeting and met with fourteen local councils about their concerns for water 
supplies as their communities feel the effects of climate change, with little or no rainfall in recent months. They 
also voiced their concern at the Prime Minister and federal Minister Littleproud for their lack of consultation and 
unclear grant criteria, which saw many Western Australian shires miss out on receiving much-needed relief through 
the Drought Communities Programme. We then headed out to the state government desalination small-scale trial 
at Muresk that converts brackish groundwater into water that can be used for stock and could supplement on-farm 
water supplies. The Water Corporation has been working with Murdoch University and the Wheatbelt Development 
Commission to investigate innovations to better use the wheatbelt’s water resources, including brackish groundwater. 

Advances in small-scale desalination, water treatment and energy systems have added to the options available for 
remote and regional water supply. As prices of innovative technology drop and drivers of change intensify, a range 
of new water treatment applications have the potential to be adopted. Over the next four years, Water Corporation 
in conjunction with its partners will research the viability of on-farm desalination treatment technologies to enable 
farms to be more drought resilient. 

With the effects of climate change only intensifying, the McGowan government is focused on looking at new 
technologies that will help reduce emissions and allow us to adapt to our changing environment. 

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 

Twelfth Report — “An Unreasonable Suspicion — Parliamentary Inspector’s Report” 
— Statement by Deputy Speaker 

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Ms L.L. Baker) [12.21 pm]: Members, I advise that in relation to the recommendations 
contained in the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime Commission’s report, “An Unreasonable 
Suspicion—Parliamentary Inspector’s Report”, which was tabled on 24 October 2019, no response has been 
received from the Attorney General within the required time. 
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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

Resumed from 11 February on the following question — 
That the Premier’s Statement be noted. 

MRS L.M. HARVEY (Scarborough — Leader of the Opposition) [12.22 pm]: I rise to respond to the Premier’s 
Statement, which he delivered in the house yesterday. Before I make my remarks, though, on behalf of the state 
Parliamentary Liberal Party, I would like to express our condolences in response to the Minister for Planning’s 
tribute to the late Eric Lumsden. He was indeed a great servant of the people of Western Australia and served 
across many different governments. On behalf of the Liberal opposition, I would like to personally express my 
condolences to his lovely wife, Gretchen, and their family. 
Welcome back, everyone. There are 395 days until the next election. I trust that everybody has had a nice rest over 
summer and we are all up and at ‘em with our tails in the air, ready to start campaigning over the next 12 months plus 
one. As the Liberal opposition, we will be diligently doing our jobs and holding the McGowan government to account 
for its underperformance across many different areas. In 395 days, the people of Western Australia will be able to choose 
which party has the best vision for Western Australia, and along with our partners in opposition, the Nationals WA, 
we will be making sure that there is a very clear choice for Western Australians between us and this insipid 
Western Australian McGowan Labor government. We will highlight and provide for the people of Western Australia 
a choice of a government that will recognise their aspirations and provide them with some hope, rather than the ineptitude 
and arrogant nonchalance that we have seen on behalf of Premier McGowan as leader of his team. We will highlight the 
failures of the McGowan government. The failure to manage the domestic economy is the cause of sluggish wages 
growth in our community, households being unable to manage the cost-of-living increases that have been inflicted 
upon them in a very mean-spirited way by this government, and the reason that housing prices in Western Australia 
have collapsed. We have failed to see the Premier demonstrate any kind of leadership whatsoever in this matter. 
When the opposition as well as external observers and commentators rightly raise the issue of the management of 
the domestic economy, all the Premier does is criticise people for talking down the economy, saying that we should 
be talking it up. We are listening to the people in the community who are telling us that they are sick and tired of 
hearing the Premier say, “Talk up the economy.” It is all well and good to say that we need to talk it up, but we 
actually need to take action and put measures in place to help it improve, not stick the knife in and turn and twist 
it while the economy is floundering, which is what this government has done. 
We have seen failures in law and order, and we highlighted that yesterday. The crime statistics do not lie. The 
hardworking police officers across the length and breadth of Western Australia are not lying when they say that 
they are under-resourced. Someone else might be lying when they say that police numbers are being increased, 
but police officers are not lying when they say that they are under-resourced, do not have the resources to do the 
job, have high levels of fatigue and sick leave and are exhausted. They do not want to do any more overtime; they 
need extra police to help manage the law-and-order crisis that is now emerging in this state. 
We have seen the failure of this government’s methamphetamine strategy. We have a meth crisis. The government 
went to the electorate during the election period prior to March 2017 and said that it would put in place 
a methamphetamine strategy that would start to provide solutions to the crisis that has gripped Western Australia. 
We have seen it get worse under the management of this government. We know it has got worse because the state’s 
top cop, Commissioner of Police, Chris Dawson, has actually said to a parliamentary inquiry that the strategy has 
failed. The McGowan Labor government’s strategy to sort out methamphetamine use and addiction in this state 
has failed, and it needs to go back to the drawing board and find some better solutions. 
We know that meth is a major driver of violent crime in our community, and those violent crime statistics are 
the ones that have the community up in arms. We talked yesterday at length about the unprecedented summer of 
gun-related violence in Western Australia in suburbs like Watermans Bay. We have never heard of such a thing in 
Western Australia, but under the watch of this government with its under-resourcing of police, we are seeing an 
unprecedented rise in gun-related violence, methamphetamine-related violence and attacks on police officers and 
nurses, with no solutions from this state government. Its solution is to cut resources for police and ask them to 
work more overtime and work harder. That is its solution. It is not working. The community knows it, and we are 
listening to the community, which is why we are talking about it. 
The other issue that we will raise is the savage cost-of-living increases that this government has put in place of 
$850 a household at a time when wages growth is stagnant, household values are falling, a record number of households 
are in negative equity and mortgage stress—we are the worst state for it because of the sluggish economy that the 
Premier has no solution to stimulate—and people are worried about their finances and job security, with no pay rises 
in sight. What do we get from this government? We get savage increases in household fees and charges, particularly 
the supply charge for electricity, which has unfairly impacted on seniors and the most vulnerable families in our 
community—the people on the lowest incomes who cannot even adjust their usage to cop the savage increase that 
has been inflicted on them by this government.  



362 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 12 February 2020] 

 

I turn to the housing crisis in this state. Western Australia has record levels of homelessness. We have a government 
that says it is focused on tourism, but the single biggest turn-off to tourists is our CBD. The state government has 
effectively been managing the CBD, the Perth city, for the last couple of years, because it has taken forever to sort 
out the issues with the council and to go back to elected representatives looking after our CBD. It is shameful that 
any visitor to Perth, Western Australia, would see the state of our CBD. It is absolutely shameful to be walking 
through the streets of Perth and tripping over people who have been sleeping in doorways, laneways and parks. 
There is the smell of urine in laneways. These are all the things that have happened with the demise of our CBD 
over the last couple of years while this Labor government has been in charge of controlling what happens in the 
CBD, but mismanaging it. 

We have talked about the failure of this government to deliver on the economy and the jobs bonanza that it 
promised. I remember that in the lead-up to the last election we never saw the now Premier, Mark McGowan, in 
the frame without him carrying his little red book “WA Labor: Plan for Jobs”. Where are those jobs? It has failed. 
The jobs plan has failed. That is because of the government’s failure to manage the domestic economy. We are 
not the only ones saying this. The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia’s chief economist, 
Aaron Morey, who was previously under the employ of the government bureaucracy working for the Treasurer, 
Hon Ben Wyatt, has said that the Western Australian economy is in survival mode. This individual had access to all 
of the economic and financial data available to the government—all of that data that has been telling the government 
that it needs to do something to stimulate the economy. He jumped out of that Titanic called the WA Treasury 
mismanagement system and went to CCIWA, and his very first media release said that the WA economy is in survival 
mode. It is in survival mode; that is why the jobs bonanza has not been delivered. We know it, and the community 
of Western Australia knows it. That is why we are talking about it and why we will be campaigning relentlessly 
on this issue over the next 12 months. 

Treasury’s midyear review provides further proof that this government knows it has a problem, but it has no solution, 
because Treasury’s midyear review showed that the WA domestic economy went backwards by one per cent last 
year. The Premier’s response was to talk up the economy—to talk up the fact that it went backwards by one per cent! 
I mean, where is the good news in that and where is the solution? This is why people are angry and frustrated and 
why the Liberal Party and its members are so optimistic about our prospects in March 2021. This is why we have 
outstanding candidates, including outstanding women, wanting to stand for Liberal Party preselection. They now 
are in with a red-hot chance in March 2021 because of this government’s failure to deliver on its election 
commitments, and particularly its failure to deliver on the jobs bonanza that it promised. 

I have the fortune of looking after an electorate that used to have at its heart one of the major employment centres 
for Western Australia, being the Osborne Park precinct. I drive through the Osborne Park precinct. I know many 
of the business owners there, and many of them are now out of business because of the problems with our economy. 
Every second warehouse has a “For Lease” sign on it. They have been trying to find tenants for two years, and the 
warehouses are now for lease or for sale. There are now more signs than ever in that former employment hub with 
the words “bank foreclosure” written on them, which is a lease or sale being run by a banking organisation because 
that poor business owner or poor landowner has had to go into insolvency or administration, or the business has 
gone bankrupt for whatever reason, and now the bank is taking charge of that devalued asset and flogging it off 
for whatever it can get. That is such a sad sight. I remember when Osborne Park used to attract premium rents. 
There used to be competition to take up tenancies there, and now it is like a ghost town and it is getting worse. 

Part of the reason we are calling on the government to provide an economic stimulus for the state is that we know 
that if the economy is performing strongly, all boats float on a rising tide. If we can do something to kickstart the 
Western Australian economy, we will perhaps see some wages growth and house values rise. Perhaps then we 
will see people with more discretionary spend in their pockets after they have paid for the exorbitant cost-of-living 
and tax increases that this government has imposed, and that can flow into retail, hospitality and other areas of 
discretionary spend. The problem we have is that this Premier does not know the difference between economic 
management and financial management. This government is basically swimming in rivers of gold. The Morrison 
GST fix and the persistently high iron ore price that this government has enjoyed amount to an $11 billion windfall. 
That is $11 000 per Western Australian household. Are householders in Western Australia seeing any of the 
benefit of that windfall? No, they are seeing no benefit. All they are doing is hurting. The Premier refuses to deliver 
a broad-based stimulus package and is failing to stimulate impacts on government revenue streams—things like 
payroll tax revenue and stamp duty revenue. That all falls away if there is a sluggish economy that is shrinking by 
one per cent over a year. That is the consequence of it. We are going to keep the pressure on the Premier and the 
Treasurer to do something about the domestic economy, because that is the key thing. We need to have a strong 
domestic economy to be able to provide all of the services that the community needs—an increased police presence, 
teachers in front of every classroom, and the high standard of health services we have grown accustomed to 
expecting here in Western Australia. 

There is another area that the government has failed to deliver on. The Labor Party went to the last election promising 
a massive infrastructure program that was going to deliver a jobs bonanza. We have seen inertia. Watching the 
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Metronet project is like watching grass grow. The only announcement we have heard about Metronet is the rebadged 
Auburn Grove train station, which was built by the former Barnett government. We have seen cost blowouts and 
delays. The Forrestfield–Airport Link, which was a project started under the former government, has been pushed 
out by another two years. It has been rebadged as a Metronet project, but not one centimetre of rail has been laid—
not one centimetre. 
I turn to some of the other projects. The Thornlie–Cockburn rail line project is $200 million over budget and two years 
behind. I turn to the Yanchep rail project, which is once again another imaginary rail infrastructure project that is 
yet to be delivered. The Yanchep project is now $150 million over budget. The Labor Party went to the election 
saying it would cost $386 million to build the railway line to Yanchep, but it has now come in at $531.7 million, 
which is a 37 per cent cost blowout, and once again it is two years behind. The people we are speaking to in the 
construction sector are telling us that it is unlikely that stage 1 of Metronet will be delivered by 2026—that is 2026, 
members. These rail projects were supposed to be open in 2019–20, yet construction has not even started on 
a significant proportion of them. It is the biggest farce that I have ever seen. This government puts spin into Metronet 
announcements, yet it cannot stand on one patch of soil in Western Australia and point to even a centimetre of 
railway line that it has laid. It cannot do it. The spin machine produces media release after media release ad nauseam, 
and a plethora of ministers in fluoro vests and hard hats. God knows how many spades they have bought. They are 
turning the sod and turning the sod. They just go around digging up dirt, but they are not producing anything. The 
Metronet money is in the bank, which is making the budget and the bottom line look better, but it cannot hide that 
this government has increased net debt from $32 billion to $39 billion in just three short years. That is a 25 per cent 
increase in net debt. Where did that $7 billion go? I think it has gone into purchasing spades and shovels to turn 
sods of soil on projects that are not materialising. That is why the community is so frustrated. It thought that the 
Metronet projects would come online and there would be construction jobs and people flocking from the east coast 
to help build our major infrastructure projects. Instead, it is crickets! There are no jobs and no projects. Nothing is 
being built. The money from the Morrison government has been banked. The state government has not put its 
funding aside for it, mind you. It has only the commonwealth funding in the budget figures to try to make them 
look a little better than they are. But nothing is being built. 
Let us look at other failures of this government. I have it on good authority from people within the industry that the 
government cannot deliver these projects because of ministerial interference in the departments. The government 
said it would shed 3 000 staff as part of a restructuring of the public service. The government promised $1 billion 
of savings from shedding those 3 000 bureaucrats. Those redundancies cost taxpayers $300 million. We know that 
some of those people have been brought back in as contractors. If we look at the budget figures, we can see that 
we have not shed 3 000 bureaucrats; we have gained 1 000 bureaucrats. Perhaps that is where some of the $7 billion 
increase in net debt has gone—to pay for those additional 1 000 bureaucrats. What are those bureaucrats delivering? 
They are not able to deliver anything either. Has anyone driven along Kwinana Freeway and Mitchell Freeway 
recently? How long does it take to widen a freeway? Oh my goodness me! I drive through freeway congestion 
every single day. It has taken over three years to widen a freeway by just one lane—and it is still going. Whenever 
we drive past, workers are occasionally on site, but I have been told by people in Main Roads that those projects 
are not being delivered on time and there are embarrassing mistakes because of ministerial interference and 
micromanaging. Imagine doing work on a freeway and leaving wet concrete! Imagine not being able to open the 
road during peak hour or warn motorists because of a mistake caused by the inability of these government agencies 
to do their jobs. That is what those people are saying. 
Everybody in the southern suburbs is absolutely furious about the congestion on that freeway because they deal 
with it every day. God knows how many hours of their lives they have wasted sitting in their motor vehicles trying 
to get through those congestion points. That brings me to another failure of this government—that is, the failure 
to have a proper alternative to the Roe 8 and Roe 9 projects for those commuters in south metro. This government 
tore up the contract for Roe 8 and Roe 9. It was blatant about it. In fact, its members were cheering when they tore 
up the contract. Goodness knows why they would approach it in that way. The government has failed to provide 
a solution for that very much-needed piece of road infrastructure. All those commuters in the south metropolitan 
electorates of Riverton, Bicton, Bateman, Jandakot — 
Mr D.C. Nalder: Willagee. 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: And Willagee. All the people who commute from those electorates get stuck in traffic 
congestion every day. That is time away from their families and fuel being wasted—fuel being burnt and going up 
into the atmosphere—while they sit in a parking lot that used to be called a freeway. That is the problem we have 
in south metro and why Roe 8 and Roe 9 are critical pieces of road infrastructure that this government needs to 
backflip on and build. If the government does not do it, we will do it when we win in March 2021. 
Another issue I would like to raise is the performance of ministers in this government. The Minister for Energy 
has presided over a $650 million writedown, which is the biggest writedown of a government utility in the 
state’s history, with no solution to it. We have seen increases in electricity prices and the supply charge. That has 
disproportionately hurt small businesses. The increases and changes to the structure of energy pricing in regional 
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Western Australia mean that many small businesses are now being slugged by a higher rate for their energy usage 
than they used to be, because the government is desperate to get money into Horizon Power and Synergy to 
mitigate that $650 million loss. No solution for rising energy prices has been put forward by the government—
nothing! A potential restructure of the energy sector might do something to alleviate the problem or provide some 
competition in the market, but no coherent energy policy has come out of this government. That is the minister’s 
failure. Let us look at some other areas. Do members remember the Albany wave farm debacle? Goodness knows 
how many millions of dollars of taxpayer money was lost on that project. 

The failed former Minister for Fisheries, the number one flag carrier for the socialist democratic Labor Party in 
Western Australia, tried to nationalise the crayfish industry. When that plan went down like the proverbial lead 
balloon, what was his response? He became petulant and arrogant, and refused to speak to any cray fishermen 
who criticised him for his failed attempt to nationalise the rock lobster fishery. We also heard his rhetoric on 
shark shields. Thank goodness we now have a sensible Minister for Fisheries. I will say that I believe the 
member for Willagee is a very sensible Minister for Fisheries. He made a ministerial statement today on his 
response to the very tragic shark attack in Esperance that resulted in loss of life. What did he do? He did what 
any responsible fisheries minister would do—he went down there and spoke to the families and first responders. 
When he talked about the government’s response and shark shields, he did not, unlike the former Minister for 
Fisheries, say that shark shields would save the lives of people who used them. The new Minister for Fisheries 
knows that shark shields work only nine out of 10 times. I would not want to be wearing a shark shield on my 
ankle on the one time out of 10 the shark is not deterred. We need that kind of commentary in the community 
about government initiatives that could potentially put the community at risk. I am very pleased that the former 
Minister for Fisheries has been removed from that portfolio. He created chaos and caused uncertainty. He 
created sovereign risk in what had been a very well-managed fishery. Thankfully, we now have a new Minister 
for Fisheries, who can perhaps help those commercial fishermen deal with the disaster to their year caused by 
the coronavirus and the changes China has made to the travel arrangements of individuals and the management 
of their markets. They are in a time of crisis and need a minister who understands business to help get them 
through it. 

Let us also look at the performance of the Minister for Water. The Economic Regulation Authority said that the 
Water Corporation is overcharging Western Australian households by $400 a year. That is a water tax. Charges 
for water and power run by government entities are supposed to be a cost-recovery process. The ERA said that 
the water authority is over-recovering $400 a year from every household. The government could cut its 
mean-spirited cost-of-living increases in one fell swoop by giving that $400 back to the Western Australian 
families it has robbed. 

We will campaign on the water tax over the next year because we know that the former Minister for Fisheries is 
not performing very well as the Minister for Water. We know that because the water authority was charging small 
to medium businesses extra just to get paid on time, and the minister did not even know that that was its policy. 
The minister did not even know that the policy was to charge extra to get a bill paid on time. The Minister for 
Water can fix what the water authority charges people. Struggling householders cannot pay their bills. The 
government has jacked up the price of water, saying that it is going to tax the rich: “All those people in the western 
suburbs with their manicured lawns have to pay more for their water so we are going to charge the people who use 
more water.” Guess who that has hit, members. 

Dr D.J. Honey: Large families. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: It has hit large families. It has hit families in the suburbs of Ellenbrook, Baldivis, Byford 
and Canning Vale, which are hardly the western suburbs. Do members know what happens when families who 
are struggling to pay their bills end up going into a payment arrangement or just cannot pay? They are charged 
11.7 per cent interest. We need a banking royal commission to look into that. The Reserve Bank of Australia cash 
rate is 0.75 per cent, WA Treasury’s borrowing rate is three per cent, but the Water Corporation charges 11.7 per cent 
to poor people who cannot pay their bills! 

Mr D.J. Kelly: What did they charge when you were in government? 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: The Minister for Water is in his fourth year of government. He should keep looking in the 
rear-vision mirror, because that will help us win. Keep looking backwards. We are looking forwards. 

I guess those cost-of-living increases, including the water authority charging larger families more, will mean 
that people will need to wash less under the watch of this government. Electricity price increases and supply 
charge increases have come directly out of the pockets of seniors and the vulnerable—the people who cannot 
adjust their power usage to mitigate those increases. At the same time, in one fell, mean-spirited blow, the 
government slashed the rebates available to seniors, and hardship payments. The government not only did that, 
but also made it humiliating for people to apply for hardship grants. They have to be on their knees before they 
can apply. There is no helping hand for households to get through the cash flow crisis that the government has 
caused because of its mismanagement of the economy and its cost-of-living increases. People have to be on their 
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knees and humiliated before they can get help. My shadow minister for homelessness, the member for Carine, 
has been out there talking to the social services sector. There are 500 000 families in Western Australia—
500 000 individuals—being helped by the social services sector. People are getting handouts for food, travel, 
fuel and the costs of living because they cannot pay their bills, and they cannot get a job because this government 
has failed to deliver the jobs bonanza. 

Small business owners are trapped in the housing crisis that is gripping this state. There are about one million 
home owners in Western Australia and, on average, they have had $100 000 wiped off the value of their homes. 
That is $100 billion that has been wiped off the balance sheet of Western Australian asset ownership. If we look 
at CoreLogic data, we see that house prices are down 5.7 per cent in the last 12 months. They have fallen 
21.3 per cent since their peak and now the median house price in Perth is $40 000 less than the median house price 
in Hobart. Western Australia is now below Tasmania when it comes to the median house price. Do members know 
why that is? It is because Tasmania’s economy is ticking along. The Premier’s very first act when he became 
Premier was to remove WA’s regional migration status. He did that at midnight on the night he was elected. He 
wrote to the Prime Minister and said, “Take Western Australia out of the regional migration scheme.” Do members 
know what happened then? Victoria, Tasmania, South Australia, New South Wales and Queensland all rubbed 
their hands together and said, “Great! All those international students who used to go to Western Australia, we’ll 
attract them over to us”, and that is exactly what happened. The Tasmanian economy is booming because it has 
all of our international students. All of those international students, and their family members who visit, have now 
gone to Tasmania. They are now buying houses in Tasmania that are, on average, $40 000 more than they would 
have to pay in Western Australia, but they are not coming back to Western Australia for cheap housing prices 
because our economy is stuffed and the government is doing nothing about it! Well done, Hobart. Well done to 
the Tasmanian government. We have such a lot of catching up to do.  

These are the issues that people are raising with us. We have a housing trap, with so many households in mortgage 
stress and with negative equity. The houses of many of those people in small to medium family businesses is 
linked in as part of a guarantee for their commercial lease, retail lease or retail tenancy—their business 
liabilities. All those businesses that have had to close their doors and declare themselves insolvent are losing 
their houses as well, because there is no ability to refinance their houses because the value in them has gone. 
This is the problem we have in Western Australia. The government has been in control for over three years now 
and it has offered no solutions. There is no hope in sight and no jobs bonanza to provide some kind of solace to 
the householders of Western Australia who desperately need action by this government to improve the state of 
our economy. 

I turn to law and order. We spent some time on this topic yesterday but I need to speak a bit more about it. I was 
sitting on the Treasury bench as the police minister when there was an incident in Northbridge—members might 
remember it—involving an altercation or a melee. The police got there within five minutes and it was all resolved. 
At the time, we heard the most irresponsible hyperbole by the now Premier, who compared the streets of Northbridge 
to those of Los Angeles or Detroit. It was an embarrassing overreach. In the three years this government has been 
in charge, with its woeful underfunding of police resources, violent crime in Northbridge has risen by 31 per cent 
and violent assaults in Northbridge are up 39 per cent. The minister stood up yesterday to defend this and criticised 
the former government—the former government that added 1 050 police and police auxiliary officers to help deal 
with crime in this state. The minister talks about the meth border force, but where is it? Where is the meth border 
force? Has anyone seen a photograph of the meth border force from the government’s spin machine? I have not 
seen one. Perhaps the Minister for Police is not necessarily in the Premier’s favour and perhaps his spin machine 
has not been told to support the Minister for Police and the meth border force. But we have not seen it. We do 
not think it exists, and we certainly know from the police annual report that fewer police are employed by the 
WA Police Force now than when the Labor government came into office. The figures do not lie. The annual reports 
do not lie. We know there are fewer police and we know that police are under-resourced, and that is why law and 
order issues and crime are out of control. When we have a look at the Department of Justice figures, we see that the 
prisoner count has remained steady at around 6 800, but the number of people being managed in the community has 
risen by 650 to 5 800. We now have 5 800 offenders being managed in the community—an increase of 13 per cent—
because no beds are left in the prisons because they have not been resourced either. That is a significant problem. 
Any police officer would tell us that the people who are out on parole or bail are the problem children, and if they 
know they are coming to court and are likely to go to prison for a period, they are the ones who will offend. If we 
do not have enough police officers, curfew checks cannot be done and those individuals will be out and about, 
perpetrating crime in our communities and creating more victims. That is what we are experiencing as a community 
because of the 13 per cent increase in the number of people being mismanaged in the community under this 
government’s watch. 

We know from talking to people in the community that the Western Australian community feels like it has been 
sold out by this Labor government. I think there was no better demonstration of that than around the last federal 
election. We had the Minister for Housing standing beside Bill Shorten. We had the Premier, Mark McGowan, 
standing beside Bill Shorten, the federal Leader of the Labor Party, during the last federal election campaign, and 
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they were talking about how fantastic it was that housing values in Western Australia had dropped. They were 
talking about how fantastic it would be to see those values drop further by ending negative gearing, making changes 
to capital gains tax and taxing the wealthy, again—the democratic socialist Labor Party of Western Australia. But 
the people of Western Australia spoke at that last election. They were disgusted at the Minister for Housing and 
the Premier standing beside Bill Shorten and saying that he was going to be good for Western Australia. They 
have not forgotten, and we will remind them of that. We will remind them of the fact that every Western Australian 
householder feels like they are worse off now than they were two and a half to three years ago. Every person in 
WA feels like they have gone backwards under this government, and that is because they have. That is because 
WA Labor has turned its back on hardworking Western Australians. It has turned its back on the people it has 
always supported. 

We talk to members of the union movement, who are now calling us. They are disgruntled. They feel like this 
government has turned its back on them and is not listening to them, particularly some of those union members 
who desperately want Roe 8 and Roe 9 because they sit in their trucks, stopping and starting at every single set of 
traffic lights, with commuter vehicles darting in front of them as they try to get through the congestion points. 
They are the people who want Roe 8 and Roe 9 because it will save them time, it will save them money and it will 
make their day safer. It will improve road safety. Those people know that WA Labor has turned its back on them. 
It has turned its back on the grassroots and the hardworking Western Australians who looked to it to provide some 
hope. These guys were elected on the basis that they had solutions to the problems that Western Australians were 
facing in March 2017. They were promised a jobs bonanza. They were promised that the economy would be 
managed more effectively. They were promised improvements in law and order and improvements in the way that 
methamphetamine use is managed and reduced in Western Australia. They were promised that there would be 
improvements in everything. Everything was going to be better under WA Labor. We have found that everything 
is worse. 

The not-for-profit sector is on its knees. It is trying to cope with the Fair Work Commission’s equal remuneration 
conditions while being denied an increase in funding by this government to provide services to an ever-increasing 
cohort of struggling Western Australians. Half a million people need help every week to put food on the table, and 
contracts are being cut to the services that provide the food, fuel vouchers or whatever it might be to people in the 
community. They are not able to expand their services and they are effectively having to rationalise them. That is 
why we now see sectors like the Western Australian Council of Social Service, for example, rallying against the 
actions of this Labor government. It has never been friends with the Liberal Party. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: Running campaigns. 

Mrs L.M. HARVEY: But it is running campaigns against this Labor government because it knows the hurt in the 
community and the fact that this government is doing nothing to address it. I will make my concluding remarks; 
members will probably be quite pleased to hear that. 

As we embark on the 395 days in the countdown to the next election, the people of Western Australia can be sure 
that we will be holding this lacklustre McGowan Labor government to account. We will be holding it to account 
for its failure to manage the economy. What we, as Liberals, will deliver in March 2021 is a stronger economy. As 
I said earlier, all boats float on a rising tide, and a stronger economy is the best solution to improve housing values, 
to bring wages growth, and to help families cope with the cost-of-living increases that have been imposed by this 
mean-spirited Labor government. We know that a stronger economy is the answer to that. A stronger economy 
provides jobs, and that is what this government has failed to do. It has failed to manage the economy to stimulate 
jobs growth. It has failed to deliver on its infrastructure projects to stimulate jobs growth. It has failed to look after 
the most vulnerable people in our community—failure after failure after failure. 

As we head to the next election, we will be talking about our plans to deliver a stronger economy and we will be 
talking about our plans to deliver infrastructure projects. People in Western Australia know that Liberals build 
things. They can drive around metropolitan and regional Western Australia and they can point to projects like 
Elizabeth Quay, the stadium, Busselton Health Campus, Yagan Square and the Perth underground bus station. 
Every single Western Australian can drive around the state and point to infrastructure projects and say, “The Liberals 
built that. The Liberals build things.” People are driving around metropolitan Perth, and do members know what they 
are saying about WA Labor? It has caused traffic congestion, it can dig up sods of soil and it can put out media 
releases. That is what it can deliver—media releases. But we will deliver a stronger economy. We will deliver 
infrastructure projects, and we have proven that we can do it. We can do it effectively. We can deliver projects and 
we can bring them in on budget and on time. We have proven that we can do that. 

We have proven that we can deliver. We know that with a stronger economy, we can deliver more police resources. 
We know that with a stronger economy, we can deliver schools, hospitals and solutions, and fund the services that 
are needed to provide assistance for those families struggling with family members who are addicted to 
methamphetamine, and everything that comes with that. We know that with a stronger economy, we can deliver 
a solution for the homelessness crisis in the state. There are 600 homeless people sleeping in the CBD. It is 
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a Western Australian shame that it has come to that in 2020. It is a shame. We will deliver a stronger economy. 
We will deliver jobs. We will deliver improved house values, because a stronger economy will provide for that, 
and we will deliver a safer community. To that end, we will also prove that the McGowan Labor government has 
failed to deliver those things that it promised when it was elected. 

Amendment to Question 
Mrs L.M. HARVEY: Therefore, I move — 

That the following words be added after “noted” — 

and this house condemns the McGowan Labor government for damaging the economy and 
failing to deliver a jobs bonanza, as promised  

MR D.C. NALDER (Bateman) [1.10 pm]: I stand to speak to this amendment and reinforce the comments the 
Leader of the Opposition made, particularly the Premier’s disregard for the domestic economy in the Premier’s 
Statement yesterday. He talked up how things are fantastic and have recovered. In the last financial report, we 
saw that the domestic economy contracted by one per cent last year. It actually shrunk. Whilst an increase is 
forecast this year, in the mid-year review, the government reduced that increase by 25 per cent. What 
commentary did we get from the Premier about that? He said that coronavirus was a risk to the economy. The 
reduction by 25 per cent to this year’s forecast increase occurred before coronavirus started. What is the basis 
for the reduction of 25 per cent in the domestic economy when we know that it declined by one per cent in the 
last financial year? The Premier is saying, “Don’t look too closely but everything’s fantastic.” The reality is 
that the government is downgrading its own forecast and creating spin, as the Leader of the Opposition pointed 
out. There is a massive amount of spin by the government to say, “Things are good, but don’t look too closely.” 
We know that things are not great. The government is trying to push the fault onto everyone else by saying it 
has nothing to do with the government and is totally out of its control. The government has said that coronavirus 
will adversely impact the iron ore price. Last week, the Premier was reported in the news talking about the risk 
to the iron ore price because of coronavirus. Guess what? It is sitting around $US80, which is $US40 higher 
than the lows experienced in 2015–16. It is now $US30 higher than the average price in 2015–16. We know 
from Treasury reports that every $US1 increase adds $80 million to the budget’s bottom line. The Premier is 
crying foul that there is a real risk to Western Australia’s financials because of coronavirus yet the iron ore price 
is still higher than it was in 2015–16. It is averaging over $US90 this year. That is $50 higher than the lows 
experienced in December 2015. 

I will look at the policies of the government. It tells us to look at all the hard work it has done for Western Australia. 
The impact on the domestic economy can be directly attributed to this government’s policies. Part of the reason 
for that is that the government fails to understand the second, third and fourth order consequences of its policy 
decisions. Let us have a close look at them. The government changed the regional migration status because it went 
on a political rant at the election to say that it would stop foreigners from taking our kids’ jobs. That was the 
Labor Party’s political position so it changed the regional migration status. Guess what the change was to the 
number of people who migrated to Western Australia? There was no change. However, we saw a massive impact 
on international students, as the Leader of the Opposition pointed out. The market share of international students 
in Western Australia dropped by two per cent from 7.5 per cent to 5.5 per cent. The market for international 
students is the fourth-largest industry in Western Australia, contributing $37.5 billion to the national economy last 
year. It is the fourth-largest industry yet we are dropping our market share from 7.5 per cent to 5.5 per cent when 
we have a population share of 10.3 per cent. We should try to grow our market share to reflect our population 
share. The drop of two per cent was equivalent to ripping $750 million a year out of the Western Australian 
domestic economy. That was directly attributed to the policy decision by this government that was based purely 
on politics without understanding the economic consequences for Western Australia. That policy contributed to 
a further contraction of the economy. 

The second element I will refer to is household charges. We have seen household charges increase by $850 per 
annum. We have to look beneath that to understand the impact it is having on the domestic economy. Electricity 
prices for a lot of households, particularly single pensioners, increased by more than 30 per cent over two years. 
The average increase for every other household was 19 per cent. We know that 20 000 small businesses had power 
increases of over 40 per cent. Guess what? When salaries do not increase in a contracting domestic economy, 
things get tough for businesses and households. Increasing charges by greater than the amount wages go up 
removes discretionary expenditure and that flows through to the retail sector. What has happened to the retail 
sector? It has been contracting. The government likes to say, “Don’t look too closely. Things are great in 
Western Australia.” That is because of the high iron ore prices, which is great for the state’s finances, but 
Western Australia’s domestic economy is struggling. 

The government introduced the foreign buyers tax. I stood in the chamber and looked at the Treasurer when 
I replied to the budget speech and told the Treasurer that we did not disagree in principle with what the government 
was trying to do but that it should not do it now because it was the wrong time to do it. The housing industry and 
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domestic economy are on their knees. We need to underpin the housing industry at this time. I said this would 
further reduce demand on housing stock and drive down housing prices and was accused of putting the interests 
of foreign buyers in front of the interests of Western Australians. However, we saw the market continue to decline, 
and decline dramatically. That was a direct impact of these policy decisions by the government. 

The unemployment rate continues to lag behind the national average. Western Australia’s seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate is 5.4 per cent, compared with 5.1 per cent nationally. The government wants to take credit for 
the 51 000 jobs created over the last three years, but we know the iron ore price and other things have driven increased 
exploration and activity in the mining sector. We know that 63 per cent of the 51 000 jobs created are part-time 
jobs. Underemployment is a big issue in our economy, and I will point out why. A report from Digital Finance 
Analytics shows that over 150 000 households are under mortgage stress. It is at an all-time record level. We have 
not seen it this high in the last 20 years, and it escalated rapidly in 2017. Surprise, surprise! The report shows that 
over 150 000 households, or 33 per cent of people with a mortgage, are under mortgage stress. What has this 
government done to acknowledge that? It tells us that everything is great in the economy and that the government 
has improved it, but do not look too closely. A CommSec report shows that mortgage values have increased by 
8.5 per cent in the last 12 months. If housing prices are going down, why on earth would mortgage values be going 
up? This requires further analysis. 

If we look at the definition of “mortgage stress”, we see that in simplistic terms it is that people’s expenditure is 
greater than their income. There are 150 000 households in Western Australia in which the monthly expenditure 
is greater than the income they are generating. What are they doing? They are using the equity in their houses to 
borrow more. That 8.5 per cent in the value of the mortgage is in existing dwellings. We are seeing people needing 
to borrow to make ends meet. This government came in and excessively whacked up household charges when 
Western Australians could not afford it. The government did that for political reasons only. We saw this play out 
because it is in the government’s rhetoric and spin. We saw a rapid increase in household fees and charges in the 
government’s first two years and then a moderate increase in its third year. The government is saying, “This is the 
lowest increase in 13 years, but don’t look at the last two because we know it is compounded.” The government is 
now starting to talk about freezing those fees and charges so it can say, “Aren’t we a good government because 
we’ve fixed the financials.”  

I can talk about that another time but I will talk now about other elements of the economy. On to top of the 
150 000 households under mortgage stress, 21 700 households had their power disconnected. The member for 
Carine yesterday explained what happened in the hardship utility grant scheme. The Treasurer said that because 
people were rorting the hardship utility grant scheme program, the government would change it, but really the 
government was distorting how many people were crying out for help. This is a real problem. As a consequence, 
the number of people whose power was disconnected doubled from 10 000 a year to 20 000 a year. In the last year, 
that number went up to 21 700. It is still climbing. Things are not right, Premier; things are not all rosy in 
Western Australia. People are still struggling, but the government is not acknowledging it. We will continue to 
push this issue all the way. 

The other impact on the domestic economy that comes off the back of this type of activity is the number of houses 
in Western Australia in negative equity. According to the Real Estate Institute of Western Australia, 18 per cent 
of households, or nearly one in five, are in negative equity in Western Australia. That is 125 000 households. On 
top of that, 12 of the top 20 suburbs for mortgage default in Australia are in Western Australia. These statistics are 
really important. The government should hang its head in shame. I have not heard the Premier or the government 
acknowledge the issues that are making things tough for ordinary Western Australians. There is not enough 
acknowledgement of those issues or action being taken on them by this government. 

I will briefly go through what the government has done. Last year, the government backflipped on the regional 
migration status for Western Australia. The government finally acknowledged the problem, but what it did not 
understand, according to the universities, is that the primary intake for overseas students is in April. That policy 
backflip to go back to a regional status, which is what we called for from the outset, was done too late for this 
year and will not benefit the domestic economy at this time; we will feel it next year. What will the Premier do for 
people today? 

The government also said that it would act on payroll tax. It has claimed that this will have huge economic 
benefits for Western Australia. I will look at that for a moment. The benefit that will be passed back to small 
business is costed at $170 million over the forward estimates. According to the midyear review, the forecast 
increase over the last six months in payroll tax over the forward estimates is $170 million. According to the 
government’s modelling, it will not actually cost the state anything. The government has not actually been 
generous here; it has forecast that it will accumulate more. We want to see some of that flow through so that 
some businesses will benefit, but will they actually employ people? The maximum they will receive is about 
$9 000 or $11 000 a year. I am not sure how many people could be employed for $9 000 or $11 000. It may 
provide more part-time jobs, but we have an underlying, fundamental problem in that we do not have enough 
full-time employment. We know that the growth in payroll tax forecast in the budget over the forward estimates 
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will be about 16 times higher than the amount the government will give back to small business, assuming that 
the state grows according to this forecast. It is going to cost $170 million for this change in rebate for payroll 
tax when the government is expecting the increased take in payroll tax to be multiple times that amount. We 
can hardly say that this will be an economic driver. I would say that it is purely a political driver that the 
government is using to try to appease a certain sector. There will be very little flowthrough benefit. I do not 
begrudge some going back to small business—11 000 small businesses will benefit from this in some way, 
shape or form. I am happy that they will get something back, particularly given the large number of small 
businesses facing an increase in power prices of up to 40 per cent. They should not have been confronted 
with a 40 per cent increase in power prices in the first place. However, this package will not be the economic 
saviour of Western Australia. 

The third backflip, of sorts, was with the foreign buyers tax. The government is still saying that it is collecting this 
much revenue from the foreign buyers tax and that it is a great policy for Western Australia, but it fails to add that 
it is providing a 75 per cent rebate on not only the foreign buyers tax but also stamp duty for foreign buyers. When 
the two rebates for foreign buyers purchasing apartments up to the value of $720 000 are combined, they will be 
getting rebates greater than the foreign buyers tax was going to bring in in the first place. The government is giving 
all the foreign buyers tax back to buyers of apartments up to the value of $720 000. We know that the median price 
of apartments in Western Australia is around $360 000 or $370 000. For apartments up to double the value of the 
median apartment price in Western Australia, foreign buyers will get back greater funds in rebates than the foreign 
buyers tax was ever going to generate. 

The government has backflipped on these policies while talking about how it will improve the economy and saying 
that it has got things right. We can go a bit further. We know that more than 2 000 apartments were either under 
construction or completed at the time this rebate was announced, but they do not have access to this rebate. They 
have become stranded assets. Their price has to be heavily discounted; otherwise, they cannot be sold. The 
government has done that to the existing market. I think this policy was developed on the run and was not carefully 
thought through, and it has had adverse consequences for our economy. 

I think the amendment to the question moved by the Leader of the Opposition is entirely appropriate. Despite what 
the Premier would like us to believe, the economy is not successful at this point. Any future negative results cannot 
be attributed purely to the coronavirus. That is where the Premier was trying to position things yesterday—that 
any adverse economic commentary in the future will be because of the coronavirus, when we know that there are 
already adverse issues. 

I will reiterate the main points. A record level of Western Australians are suffering mortgage stress—over 
150 000 households in Western Australia. Members should look at how that has changed. I saw a graph today 
of what has happened over the last 20 years, and it showed that there was a rapid increase from 2017. I will talk 
more about that in the future. Last year, 21 700 households had their power disconnected—that is more than 
double the number disconnected two years earlier. The government played around with the hardship utility grant 
scheme that the former government administered to support struggling families. The former government made 
sure that mechanisms were in place so that people could keep the lights on and their houses warm in the middle 
of winter. This government was absolutely heartless when it attacked the hardship utility grant scheme. 
Government members stood in here and accused people of rorting the system. Since then, the number of 
households whose power has been disconnected has more than doubled. Were those people rorting the system? 
Why were hardship utility grants not still available for those people who have now had their power disconnected? 
Government members talk about us being heartless, but that is heartless. There are 125 000 homes in 
Western Australia in negative equity. That is a fundamental problem, because people’s sense of wealth and 
wellbeing stems from their net wealth position, which in Australia is formed around their home. The 
government’s policies have adversely impacted the value of their homes, which has adversely affected their net 
wealth. There is no question that the people of Western Australia are financially worse off under this 
government. That has happened over the last three years. That is the record of the McGowan–Wyatt Labor 
government. The government has not understood the consequences of its policy decisions, which have had 
adverse impacts on our economy. Therefore, the amendment moved by the Leader of the Opposition, which 
states that this house condemns the McGowan Labor government for damaging the economy and failing to 
deliver a jobs bonanza as promised, is totally justified.  

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Treasurer) [1.29 pm]: I thought we might have had another speaker from 
the opposition, because not one of them has yet dealt with the actual amendment that states — 

and this house condemns the McGowan Labor government for damaging the economy and failing to 
deliver a jobs bonanza … 

I am kind of curious—indeed, delighted—that the opposition would dare wander into this territory, because I want 
to spend some time reminding us all—I apologise, I was expecting another speaker; I am just finishing off this mint. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Would you like me to move another motion? 
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Mr B.S. WYATT: I am interested in, and wrote down, the shadow Treasurer saying, “Statistics that you should 
hang your head in shame.” I am going to go through a few statistics on the economy and the jobs market, as it was 
in the final years of the Barnett Liberal–National government, and as I became Treasurer. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: That was more than three years ago. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I know the member does not like that reflection, but we have to know where we have come 
from to know where we are. That is the reality. For example, here are some statistics that the Liberal Party still has 
not apologised for. Only Hon Dr Steve Thomas in the other place has apologised for these. When I became 
Treasurer, the state was $43 billion in debt. I notice the Leader of the Opposition referenced an apparent windfall 
of $11 000 per house that we have somehow achieved, but she did not mention the $50 000 per house in net debt 
that she left to the people of Western Australia. She did not reference, and neither did the shadow Treasurer, the 
largest operating deficits in history. Not only am I paying for the infrastructure delivered by this government, but 
I am also paying for the infrastructure delivered by the former government. That is an effort. But perhaps the most 
striking statistic, or striking legacy, of the former Liberal–National government was that the only recession on 
record in Western Australia happened in its final year in government. I find it interesting that that recession was 
not referenced by either the Leader of the Opposition or the member for Bateman in an amendment that apparently 
relates to the economy, yet something as stark as the only economic recession on record delivered by the 
Liberal–National government should have got some mention. That is, again, because I noticed that in the last little 
while the opposition has stumbled across the state final demand data, which in itself is interesting because at no 
point during the second term of the former government did the domestic economy—state final demand—grow. 
I have searched in Hansard for the concerns of the members for Scarborough and Bateman, when they sat on this 
side of the house, about state final demand. Not once was it mentioned. At a time, in 2013–14, the domestic economy 
was contracting at 1.3 per cent. In 2014–15, it was 2.3 per cent; in 2015–16, 4.8 per cent; and in 2016–17, again, 
the year of the only recession on record, a staggering 7.2 per cent. During the last four years of the former 
government, the domestic economy contracted by 15 per cent, or some $35 billion. That was the scenario when 
I became Treasurer. The economic wreckage left after the single largest commodities boom in history is what the 
Liberal Party did. 

If members opposite want to talk about economics and the state of the economy, bring it on! This is a conversation 
I am desperate to have every day until election day. One thing I know is that the record of the Liberal Party is burnt 
in the minds of every Western Australian. They know that the Liberal Party destroyed the economy and the state’s 
finances, and they know the extraordinary effort that the government and Western Australians have gone to to turn 
this around. It takes time and effort. As I have said many a time, it will be frustrating that economic data will move 
around, but there is no doubt that all the economic data is better now than it was when I became Treasurer. The 
opposition—the member for Bateman, in particular—complained about property price decline. But again, 60 per cent 
of that occurred while he sat on this side of the chamber. When I google “negative equity member for Bateman” 
for the time when he was in government, how many times do I find it? Zero. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: Because you never talked about it. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I will tell the member what I talked about at great length: what the previous government was 
doing to the economy. If the member searches in Hansard for “member for Victoria Park state final demand” and 
“house prices”, he will find a few hits. It is easier when members are in the cheap seats, but when they sat over 
here and had the opportunity to do things, they were a woeful government, particularly in that second term. That 
second term was diabolical. The moment the Leader of the Opposition became Deputy Premier, the place fell 
apart, economically and fiscally, let alone the Liberal–National war that went on for most of the second term. It 
was diabolical. 

Let us talk about jobs because I am interested in this as well. What is crystal clear, going back as far as when 
Geoff Gallop became Premier in 2001, is that jobs are created under Labor governments and they are lost under 
Liberal governments. That is now a 20-year fact in Western Australia. The Labor Party drives down the 
unemployment rate, and the Liberal Party brings it back up. I remind everybody again, because it is quite amazing 
if we think about it, that when Colin Barnett became Premier in 2008, he inherited an unemployment rate of 
2.9 per cent. Not only did the Liberal Party inherit an unemployment rate of 2.9 per cent, but it also inherited the 
single largest commodity boom in the history of the state, and left me with an economic recession and an 
unemployment rate of 6.9 per cent. It drove that unemployment rate from 2.9 per cent to 6.9 per cent. At no point 
in that diabolical second term of the former Liberal–National government did it create jobs. None. It shed jobs out 
of the economy at a striking rate. When we came into government, turning that around took some effort, but it has 
been turned around. Instead of losing tens of thousands of jobs out of the economy, as the Liberal Party did in that 
second term, we have now created 51 000 jobs. That is awkward for the Liberal Party, so now the member for 
Bateman is critiquing the jobs. The jobs are not good enough: “They are all public service jobs; they are all mining 
jobs.” I cannot quite draw a bead on what his exact line is, other than that jobs created under a Labor government 
are apparently bad jobs. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: Part-time or full-time jobs? 
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Mr B.S. WYATT: I will take that interjection from the member for Carine, because at the time I became Treasurer, 
full-time jobs were declining at more than four per cent, in annual terms. I do not think we could find a point when 
full-time jobs were being shed at such a rate. That is what the former Liberal government did. Regardless of the 
nature of the job, full or part time, the Liberal government hated them and got rid of them as fast as it could. That 
was its plan. I cannot help, by way of an aside, but comment on the remarks made earlier in that incoherent speech 
from the Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: You weren’t even here! 

Mr B.S. WYATT: We do not need to be here to understand it is incoherent. 

She complained that we have a voluntary redundancy program for 3 000 public servants and that the number of 
public servants has gone up. I think she used a figure of 1 000 or 2 000. We never had a cap, so clearly when we had 
a voluntary redundancy program, there would have been 3 000 more. It is the same reason as when the Liberal Party, 
during its time in government, had a range of redundancy programs—about 3 500 people all up—but the public 
sector rose by 12 000 people. No-one is freezing—and we have never said we were freezing—the public sector, 
but we took the opportunity of what was the biggest reform of the public sector, certainly in my lifetime, to have 
a voluntary redundancy program. It has been successful; there is no doubt about that.  

As I was saying, Geoff Gallop and Alan Carpenter gave Colin Barnett and the Liberal Party an unemployment rate 
of 2.9 per cent. The Barnett government drove that up to 6.4 per cent. We have got that down to 5.4 per cent. 
I agree that that is too high, and that is why we have set ourselves the target of creating 150 000 jobs, which, I note, 
the opposition criticises furiously. I find it stunning that a government that sets itself the target of creating jobs for 
its citizens is critiqued for doing that; it is bizarre. 

Mr D.C. Nalder: That is 50 000 less than Treasury forecast if you did nothing. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Again, the member is plainly wrong. The economic work of the opposition leaves a lot to be 
desired. I know the member for Bateman understands; he is just trying to construct an argument to bolster the 
Leader of the Opposition, who does not understand. I think we both know that. But 51 000 jobs have been created 
under this government and we want to create more. It is our number one priority. I suspect employment will 
continue to grow. We certainly expect employment to grow over the course of the coming 12 months, but, as I said, 
when a government deliberately destroys an economy—like the Liberal Party did—and those sorts of jobs are lost, 
it takes some time to turn it around. 

Underemployment, again, was mentioned by the Leader of the Opposition. The peak of underemployment at 
10.7 per cent was under the former government, but it is on its way down. It is taking a lot longer than I would 
like to see; nonetheless, it is on its way down. I want to make the point, Madam Deputy Speaker, that during the 
diabolical last term of the Liberal Party the number of people underemployed increased by 80 per cent. Not only 
did the former government lose tens of thousands of jobs, but the number of people underemployed increased by 
80 per cent, from about 80 000 to nearly 150 000 people. That is what the Liberal Party did. The underemployment 
figure is on the way down, but I would like to see it reduce far quicker than it has been; nonetheless, it is going in 
a much better direction than it certainly was when the Liberals were in government. 

Youth unemployment, which occasionally gets a mention by the opposition, peaked under the former government. 
All these terrible statistics tend to peak when Liberals are in power. The youth unemployment rate was 15 per cent. 
Indeed, the youth unemployment rate under the former government, member for Armadale, rose 200 per cent; it 
went from five per cent to 15 per cent. 

Dr A.D. Buti: You’re not exaggerating, are you? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I am not exaggerating. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: By 200 per cent? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: That is what the youth unemployment rate did during the largest commodity boom in the 
history of Western Australia. The amendment that deals with the economy and jobs — 

Mr A. Krsticevic: Where is it now? 

Mr B.S. WYATT: It is on its way down. We are down to a rate of about 13 or 13.5 per cent. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: No, it’s 14.3 per cent. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: No, the member is wrong. It is between 13 and 13.5 per cent. I accept that is still too high, but the 
former government took the rate from five per cent when Labor was last in government to 15 per cent and then left 
me with a recession, and it takes some time to turn that around. But we are turning it around, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
The reality is that the economic data is way better than it was when I became Treasurer. 

What I am most intrigued about with this Liberal opposition is how opposed it is to tax cuts. It is very rare to see 
a Liberal Party that is opposed to tax cuts, but, again, the last 20 years has confirmed a pattern of the Liberal Party 
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in Western Australia. In government, the Liberal Party ratchets up taxes quite dramatically, in particular land tax. 
I suspect, and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has made the point—we have commented on that; it is in the 
Hansard—that it was a deliberate policy of the Liberal government at the time to increase land tax to reduce house 
prices. I never said that; that is what the member for Nedlands said. He said it in the chamber. It has been quoted; 
I was so surprised I put it in a media statement. It has now been recognised that the three increases in land tax in 
nearly three years decimated the investment sector—there is no question about it—and was the start of the decline 
in property prices. I suspect that the member for Bateman never mentioned negative equity when he sat on this 
side of the chamber because it was a deliberate policy of the former Liberal government. We know that now from 
the member for Nedlands. Every time we cut a tax, the opposition opposes it. The opposition critiqued and opposed 
the stamp duty cut. I am interested in some recent commentary published in Business News of 20 January on our 
75 per cent stamp duty rebate, which was opposed by the Liberal Party. Gavin Hawkins from Edge Visionary Living 
is quoted as saying — 

“The stamp duty rebate has been really significant … 

… not just for those projects that are pre-construction. It has obviously been a huge benefit for those 
projects, particularly as overseas sales have picked up — 

I will say that bit again, “overseas sales have picked up” — 

… but I think it’s got people re-examining all projects, whether they are pre-construction and the rebate 
applies, but we’ve noticed it’s also flowing over to our projects that are under construction. 

… the rebates have got people talking property again and there is a flow-on effect to projects under 
construction. 

“It’s been really positive … 

The rebate has had a positive impact across the apartment market sector. I am still delighted that the Liberal Party 
is going to abolish the foreign buyers surcharge. Let me tell you that is going to be a key part of my election 
campaigning, because I am still stunned that when it comes to Western Australians versus foreign property buyers 
in WA, the Liberals are backing the foreign property buyers over Western Australians. Again, by way of an aside, 
it is interesting that the revenue we are collecting from the foreign buyers surcharge is running ahead of schedule; 
we are collecting more money than I thought we would be. But the Liberal Party is going to abolish that surcharge, 
and that will be a key part of our election campaign, because I think Western Australians would be interested to 
know where the Liberal Party’s priorities lie when it comes to contributions to infrastructure in Western Australia. 
But the biggest surprise for me, which I had not heard this until the member for Bateman’s comments today, is 
that he opposes our payroll tax cut. I am stunned by that. The member for Bateman got up and complained and 
said, “Why bother when it is going to have no impact?” 

Mr D.C. Nalder: I said I’m pleased. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: No; the member got up and said that it is going to have no impact. Interestingly, I think the 
member also wrote an op-ed saying we should cut payroll tax. He said if we cut payroll tax, it is not going to 
have any impact, so why have we done it. The member for Bateman said it is a ridiculous thing to do. He again 
incoherently tries to grasp a narrative for his incoherent Leader of the Opposition so she can comment on the 
economy. It is a bizarre position to take: we should not cut payroll tax because the payroll tax take is increasing. 
It is bizarre! We are delighted to have cut payroll tax because, as I said at the time, it puts us more in line 
with the other states, which is what I was keen to see. I think others have been supportive of that, but not the 
Liberal Party of Western Australia, which is disappointing. Nonetheless, I will bring in that legislation and the 
opposition can oppose it. Of course we will be voting for it because I think all government members would 
support the passage of legislation that will cut payroll tax in two hits in Western Australia. It is an important 
thing to do. 

The economy has always been stronger under Labor than under the Liberals. That is what the last 20 years—in my 
time following politics—has shown. Since Geoff Gallop came into government to now two things are facts in 
Western Australia: the economy is stronger and the finances are better. There is no doubt about that. 

Mr A. Krsticevic: Come doorknocking with me. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: If the member wants to have a doorknocking amendment, he should put a doorknocking 
amendment—the economy and failing to deliver a jobs bonanza. It is incorrect. The economy is always stronger 
under a Labor government in WA. The finances are always better under a Labor government in WA. It is also 
a pure fact that more jobs are always created when a Labor government is in power than when Liberal government 
is in power in Western Australia. They are three facts that cannot be disputed that we will be talking about every 
day until the election. I am very much looking forward to the election; it is going to be an absolute belter. I think 
Western Australians know that this incoherent rabble across the chamber from me do not have the capacity to 
deliver strong financial management. Members opposite do not have the capacity to deliver on jobs. How do they 
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know that? All they have to do is look at their record. Their record is stark. Their record is clear, and that is that 
they lost jobs and drove the economy to the only recession Western Australia has ever had. Yes, they spent up big. 
I am now paying for that. Members opposite left that debt and deficit to Western Australians for many years to come. 

MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands) [1.49 pm]: I can see why the members of the backbench who are sitting 
on margins of less than six per cent are incredibly worried right now. They are very, very worried, because their 
constituents are looking for an economic leader, not an economic historian, and that is what we just got from the 
Treasurer—a history lesson. Those members who have studied history will know this. There are three versions of 
history—his version, their version and the truth. I can tell members that the constituents of Western Australia are 
going to believe their version ahead of his when he steps up and says, “The last government was bad. We’re good, 
but you’re unemployed. We’ve hit you with high fees and charges. We continue to hit you with taxes when we 
said we’d never do it. We said we’d stimulate the economy and have some big Metronet building program, but we 
haven’t laid a rail.” Their reality of history is what they will take with them to the ballot box in March 2021, and 
that is why the members of the backbench who are sitting on margins of six to eight per cent are shaking in their boots 
and shining up their CVs right now. The only member of the backbench who is not worried is the member for 
Kalamunda, because he wants to retire. He is not interested in coming back here for another term. He is gone anyway! 

Mr M. Hughes: That is not true. I have just been preselected. You need to read the — 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: If the member for Kalamunda has just been preselected, I think we have just found 
ourselves a real opportunity in Kalamunda. I can tell members now that if the member for Kalamunda is out there 
trying to prosecute the case of the Treasurer’s history lesson today to the people of Kalamunda, he might as well 
give up now. In fact, we endorsed our candidate last night. I think we can just grab him and say, “Mate, put your 
suit on, get on down here and sit in the member for Kalamunda’s seat, because they are doing no good with him, 
with his interjections today on the economy.” 

Mr D.J. Kelly interjected. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: We have the Minister for Fisheries—no, the former Minister for Fisheries—barking. 
The former Minister for Fisheries is carrying on from the back bench, or the mid bench—the most incompetent 
minister in the government; no doubt, the only minister to be sacked from a portfolio, and why? Because he could 
not manage the stakeholders. 

Point of Order 
Mrs L.M. O’MALLEY: I draw attention to the amendment. Is the member speaking to the amendment? 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is not a point of order. Member for Churchlands, go ahead, and I would just 
remind you to speak to the Chair and not yell at people. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I say to the member for Bicton that on the amendment, when it comes to economic 
infrastructure, there is no better piece of economic infrastructure than Roe 8 and Roe 9, which we support, and, as 
members opposite know, we will take it to the election. Our candidate will run up against the member for Bicton 
and she will have a real race for the line there because the people want it. 

Several members interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I think we have a bit of a challenge with yelling. Member for Burns Beach, I warn you 
that I will call you, and member for Bicton, I warn you that I will call you as well. Do not yell so loudly, members. 

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected. 
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you for the first time. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: The member for Girrawheen deserves a bit of respect. She tries pretty hard and she does 
not get treated well by the front bench of government members. But I can tell members that we are getting back to 
the motion on economic performance. The former government gets mocked by the Treasurer for not creating 
jobs. Can I just say that all the projects that the government has opened in the last three years of government—
there have been several of them, such as the Karratha Health Campus, Perth Children’s Hospital, Yagan Square, 
Optus Stadium, the Ningaloo Centre and Aubin Grove station, just to name a few, and the government cut the 
ribbons on all those—were Liberal government projects. There are also projects that were not mentioned, such as 
Elizabeth Quay and the sinking of the railway line, that were Liberal government projects. Without those projects, 
what would that unemployment rate have been? It would have been dire. This government opposed just about all 
those projects when it was in opposition. It would have sent the unemployment rate skyrocketing if it had been 
in power at the time. The former Minister for Fisheries knows better than anybody that this government would 
have given it all away, because it does not care about the economy, and that is quite obvious to the people of 
Western Australia. The only projects that have helped prop up jobs in this state have been projects started by the 
Liberal–National government, and this government has done nothing in its term. 
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Division 

Amendment put and a division taken, the Deputy Speaker casting her vote with the noes, with the following result — 
Ayes (15) 

Mr V.A. Catania Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr K.M. O’Donnell 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Mr J.E. McGrath Mr P.J. Rundle 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr A. Krsticevic Ms L. Mettam Mrs A.K. Hayden (Teller) 
Dr D.J. Honey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder  

 

Noes (35) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr T.J. Healy Mr M.P. Murray Ms J.J. Shaw 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr F.M. Logan Mr D.T. Punch Mr P.C. Tinley 
Ms J. Farrer Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr R.R. Whitby 
Mr M.J. Folkard Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr S.A. Millman Ms C.M. Rowe Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms A. Sanderson  

            
Pair 

Mr D.T. Redman Mr K.J.J. Michel 

Amendment thus negatived. 

Consideration Resumed 
Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 387.] 

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE 
METRONET — COSTINGS 

18. Mrs L.M. HARVEY to the Premier: 
Now that the Premier has had 24 hours to get himself across the facts, can he please update the house on the cost 
of Metronet stage 1? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
If the member wants to go to the budget, she will see the exact costings at this point in time. Obviously, they are 
adjusted at each budget and midyear review. 

METRONET — COSTINGS 

19. Mrs L.M. HARVEY to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Does the Premier not know the total cost of his flagship project at this moment 
in time, or is he trying to hide the cost blowouts and associated cost-of-living increases that will be necessary to 
fund it? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The reality is that the state government has secured over $2 billion in funding from the commonwealth. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The reality is the state government has secured over $2 billion in funding from the commonwealth 
government towards our Metronet program. In other words, the impact on the state of Western Australia and 
Western Australian taxpayers is lower than we expected at the state election and lower than anyone would have 
predicted. What is more, as we saw recently with the announcement of the railcar manufacturing facility, the cost 
of that has come in $300 million under budget. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: As contracts are issued, obviously we come up with the exact cost of each project. We have 
already issued contracts for the Yanchep line, the Morley–Ellenbrook line, and railcar manufacturing. Further 
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work will be going on in coming weeks and months with the Morley–Ellenbrook line and the other railways that 
the state government has committed to because we support the project. Clearly, from the tone of the Leader of the 
Opposition’s questioning, people ought to be concerned that if the Liberal Party were elected, it would not build 
the project. It has form! 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: In 2008, it promised the Morley–Ellenbrook line, but it did not deliver. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Metro Area Express light rail was promised before the 2013 election, but it did not deliver. 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman, I call you to order for the first time, 

Mr M. McGOWAN: In Western Australia today we are seeing a revolution in transport under this government, 
with more spent on roads across the city and the regions than ever before, more spent on rail in the city and the 
regions than ever before, and a massive improvement in the options, which will set our city up to deal for decades 
or perhaps a century to come with the congestion problems we will face. 

COLLIE — ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES 

20. Mr D.T. PUNCH to the Premier: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s record-breaking investment in growing the economy of Collie and 
creating new long-term, sustainable jobs in the region. Can the Premier update the house on this government’s — 

Several members interjected. 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: Mr Speaker, I cannot hear myself ask the question. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member, start again. 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s record-breaking investment in growing the economy of Collie and 
creating new long-term, sustainable jobs in the region. Can the Premier update the house on this government’s 
unprecedented efforts to attract new business and industry to Collie, as well as its efforts in providing more 
economic opportunities for local businesses and local workers? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
Thank you to the member for Bunbury. He is a great advocate for Bunbury and the south west. If my memory 
serves me correctly, he may have even lived in Collie for a large part of his life. It is terrific to be able to inform 
the house of the great initiatives the state is taking to diversify and support the economy and the people of 
Collie. As I outlined yesterday, we have established a $60 million industry attraction and development fund and 
a $20 million Collie Futures fund. We are already seeing results for the community. 

The autonomous technology training facility, which I announced recently with the member for Collie–Preston and 
the Minister for Regional Development, and Piacentini and Son, and WesTrac—both great Western Australian 
companies—will be located in Collie. It will be the southern hemisphere’s first Caterpillar autonomous technology 
training facility. It is a world-leading project that will train Western Australians in autonomous technology. As we 
know, that is happening all over Western Australia and the world. The major training facility for that industry, in 
the entire southern hemisphere, will be based in Collie because of the actions we took. 

The government is supporting Frontline Fire and Rescue Equipment to establish an emergency services vehicle 
manufacturing facility in Collie. There will be new manufacturing jobs. A major vehicle manufacturer is establishing 
itself in Collie. When these things are built, they have to be built to the highest of standards, which is why we have to 
go through a tender process. Otherwise, the lives of volunteers and career firefighters could be put at risk. Therefore, 
the tender process came up with that result, but we have ensured that a major component will go into Collie. 

There will be an $8 million new Department of Fire and Emergency Services multipurpose bushfire facility in Collie, 
with an incident control centre, an emergency driver training school and maintenance services for DFES vehicles. 

We are investing in tourism. We are putting $10 million into new mountain biking and bushwalking trails—the 
Collie adventure trails. I think it will be magnificent, quite frankly. 

The SPEAKER: They get everything in Collie! 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: All around Collie we are supporting — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! This is good news for the member for Collie–Preston. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: We are supporting the tourism industry of that community. I think it will be a great tourism 
attractor. 
Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I think it will bring people from around Australia and, indeed, the world, if we look at other 
places that have these sorts of opportunities. Last night in the courtyard, I learnt that mountain biking is now the 
world’s fastest growing sport. This is the sort of thing that will bring tourists and the like to Collie. 
One project I am very excited about is the mural trail. We will have a range of murals in Collie on various public 
facilities. Wellington Dam is going to be one of the world’s greatest murals. I have an image in my head that could 
be on the wall of Wellington Dam, and I am looking at him right now—reclining Michelangelo-style on the wall 
of Wellington Dam! It is a magnificent thing to think about. It could be Michelangelo-style or, to be more modern, 
Jack Thompson–style—on the wall of Wellington Dam. 
Several members interjected.  
The SPEAKER: Members! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: People will come from all over the world to see that! But in any event it will be a magnificent 
mural. The thing about tourists today is that they are looking for new experiences. Communities that renew their 
tourism product often attract more people and it can generate a new industry or add to the tourism product of Collie. 
On top of that, up to 20 jobs are being established at the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety licensing 
centre in Collie. We have just opened $8 million worth of upgrades to Collie Senior High School, spent $12 million on 
the redevelopment of Collie Hospital and $5.7 million on the redevelopment of Lake Kepwari. We do support the regions 
and we are making sure that important communities are receiving the benefits. It is not just me who is saying this. 
Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, please! Leader of the National Party! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: I have an article here from the Collie Mail of 12 December. It states — 

Liberal MLC Dr Steve Thomas said he admired the economic diversification projects the state 
government had been implemented in Collie. 
“What Alannah Mactiernan is trying to do in diversification for Collie is worthy of support and I think she 
and I agree the solution (for Collie) is not one easy answer but a larger number of smaller projects,” he said. 

That is an important endorsement by Hon Dr Steve Thomas. I note that the week before last, an opposition member 
was complaining from Bunbury about the government’s commitment to Collie and saying that we are not doing 
enough. The member did not actually visit Collie to promote her criticisms. She did not take the time to drive up 
the hill. As the member for Collie–Preston knows, I go there a lot. The evidence is there. This government has done 
more to support the Collie community than any government in memory to make sure that it has a strong and 
prosperous future and a diversified economy for that important town. 
The SPEAKER: I hope that the dam wall is big enough to fit the member for Collie–Preston’s head on it! 

STATE ECONOMY 
21. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Premier: 
Can the Premier confirm that the government’s midyear review handed down over the summer break clearly states 
that the domestic economy went backwards by one per cent last financial year? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The state’s economy is growing, although the shadow Treasurer does not quite understand that, and we pulled the 
economy out of recession. That is a fact. In the previous government’s final year in office, the economy declined 
by two and a half per cent—the only recession on record. The previous government’s last term in office saw job 
losses in the vicinity of a 30 000 decline or contraction in the number of people employed. Over our three years, 
or thereabouts, in government, 50 000 new jobs have been created, the state’s economy is growing and it is predicted 
to grow by three per cent in the coming financial year. They are the facts. The member does not seem to understand 
that. He is always looking for something to be negative about. I warn everyone here that there are headwinds 
internationally that we all need to — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! 
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Mr M. McGOWAN: The novel coronavirus has essentially cut off people from China, or who have transited through 
China, from going elsewhere. There is a big headwind for the entire world economy. The Chinese economy is now 
the second, or biggest, economy in the world and our major trading partner. If anywhere in the world can be 
affected by this situation it is Western Australia because China is our major trading partner. As I said here yesterday, 
the scale of the trade between WA and China is, frankly, enormous, in both services and commodities, and agricultural 
and fishing products. These are serious headwinds that we have to confront, and flippant comments and silly 
laughter when these sorts of matters are raised — 
Mr D.C. Nalder: It’s your spin. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The member actually said it was spin. Has he actually spoken to the Prime Minister about 
it? I have spoken to the Prime Minister about it. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 
Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Pardon? 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: He is saying that the Prime Minister overreacted. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: Spin! I have spoken to the Prime Minister about it. Both that issue and the bushfire issue 
are big issues for the entire country. As I explained to the house yesterday, the bushfire issue, which as we know 
affects predominantly South Australia, Victoria and New South Wales where it was extreme, impacts the entire 
national economy. I think it will also impact the federal government’s capacity and where it spends because, 
obviously, the rebuilding of these communities will be a significant issue for it. There are two major issues, and 
do not even get me started on the trade relationship between the United States and China, which also has the 
capacity to hurt Western Australia. This is why having a government that gets the finances back into surplus, that 
lifts the credit rating, and that has a focus on stable and responsible management is very important for this state. 

STATE ECONOMY 
22. Mr D.C. NALDER to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Is the Premier saying that the midyear review is wrong where it states that the 
domestic economy contracted last year by one per cent? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I will explain it to the member again. The economy grew over the course of this government — 
Mr D.C. Nalder: interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! 
Mr M. McGOWAN: The member should read what his good friend Colin Barnett has said about state final 
demand. I remember he was a good friend of the member. All he did was promote the member and then the member 
challenged him. 
Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Bateman! I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: He said that the figures the member is quoting were meaningless. The reality is that this 
government has got the state out of a recession. This government has put 50 000-plus Western Australians into 
employment. This government has secured more support for Western Australia from the commonwealth government 
than any other government in memory. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central! I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: This government has a massive capital works program in rail, road and the like around 
Western Australia for which we have huge support from the commonwealth government to implement, therefore 
lessening the impact on the taxpayers of Western Australia. This government is diversifying the state’s economy. 
This government is managing the state’s finances appropriately and has got us back to surplus, and our credit rating 
upgraded by both Moody’s and Standard and Poor’s. These are all things that members opposite were completely 
incapable of doing. Now they sit there like armchair critics, staring at their phones. We should ban their phones, 
let alone the phones of the kids at school, so that they actually focus and concentrate! 
Several members interjected. 
Mr M. McGOWAN: They are no doubt watching the live stream of me at the moment. 
I will conclude. The armchair critics over there, who, when they had the chance in government to fix things, made 
a complete mess of it, have no right to criticise people who are actually doing things well. 
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AUSTRALIND SERVICE 

23. Mrs R.M.J. CLARKE to the Minister for Transport: 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s decision to bring railcar manufacturing back to Western Australia, 
which will not only create new local jobs, but also deliver a new Australind railcar set. 

(1) Can the minister update the house on the work underway to deliver a new locally built Australind and what 
will it mean for the people of the south west? 

(2) Can the minister advise the house what interim measures this government is putting in place for those 
passengers who rely on this service but were neglected by the Barnett–Harvey Liberal–National government 
and its failure to invest in the Australind? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI replied: 

(1)–(2) I thank the member for Murray–Wellington for that question and for her passion for the south west and 
her electorate. The Australind is now over 30 years old. One would think that the opposition, who had 
eight and a half years in government and spent over $8 billion of royalties for regions funds, could have 
allocated some funds to replace the Australind. Did it do that? No. In fact, 30 years ago the Australind 
promotional material read: “The new Australind. The train that thinks it’s a plane.” The previous 
government did not do anything about it for eight and a half years. I am very proud to announce that as 
part of our local manufacturing strategy for railcars we are building two three-car sets—the new 
Australind. That will basically double the capacity of the existing Australind. This is a huge initiative for 
everyone in the south west and everyone is very excited. In the interim, we will continue to run the 
Australind. We will also run some new services from Bunbury to Mandurah and draw up some policies 
to deal with any significant delays with the new train. It is an interim measure to make sure that we can 
get on with building those new railcars and deliver to the south west. Of course, we are also upgrading 
the stations. I was very fortunate to be in the south west with the Premier and the south west members 
a number of weeks ago, looking at our upgrades to North Dandalup station. Of course, Yarloop was opened 
last year as well, as was the Cookernup station. I do not know why the opposition ignored Cookernup for 
so long, but Labor is delivering for Cookernup a new postcode, a new road sign and a new station—the 
trifecta for Cookernup! 

A member: What did Murray do? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I am not sure what Murray did. But as part of that, I want to especially recognise Shannon, 
who is one of the most frequent users of the Australind at Cookernup. We have now named the station. We have 
a little sign saying, “Shannon’s shelter”, because she is one of the most frequent supporters of the Australind, and 
I want to recognise her today. Of course, we are big supporters of rail in the metropolitan area and in regional WA. 
The Australind commitment is just one of those commitments that we have introduced. We overturned the previous 
government’s decision to close the AvonLink. Does everyone remember that? 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Moore, you will be running home early. I call you to order for the first time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: In 2016, Western Australia’s transport minister put himself on a collision course in wanting 
to close the AvonLink. When we came to government, there were plans to close it. We decided to change that 
decision because despite what the Nationals WA believe, it let down the bush again and again when it came to 
transport in regional WA. Our decision to save the — 

Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the National Party, I call you to order for the first time. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: There was no investment in the Australind and they wanted to shut down the AvonLink. We 
overturned that decision, and we will continue to support rail in regional WA. 

ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS — WATER CORPORATION 

24. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Premier: 

I refer to the $1.06 billion of royalties for regions going direct to the Water Corporation to pay for the provision 
of regional water services. Can the Premier explain how this is meeting the requirements of section 9 of the 
Royalties for Regions Act? 

Point of Order 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The question is seeking a legal opinion. 

The SPEAKER: Yes, it is asking for a legal opinion. 
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DRIVERS — MOBILE PHONES — PENALTIES 

25. Ms C.M. ROWE to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to making our roads safer. 

(1) Can the minister outline to the house how this government’s tough new penalties for drivers using 
a mobile phone will help tackle dangerous, distracted driving on our roads? 

(2) Can the minister advise the house how these penalties compare with those in the rest of the country? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for Belmont for her question and for her commitment to road safety. 

(1)–(2) The fact of the matter is that national research indicates that distraction is a factor in at least 16 per cent of 
road crashes. Here in Western Australia, we believe that distraction was a factor in at least 31 fatalities last 
year. Chief amongst those factors that can distract people are mobile phones. I know that whenever one of 
the TV channels shows vision that perhaps a passenger in another vehicle has taken of somebody texting, 
emailing or doing some of Facebook thing or whatever else on their phone whilst they are driving—
sometimes we are shown vision of people in 100 and 110 kilometres-an-hour zones texting—I am inundated 
with calls and correspondence from members of the public. We also know that if someone is not looking at 
the road for just two seconds in a 60 kilometres-an-hour zone, they will travel over 30 metres. If someone 
does not look at the road for two seconds in a 100 kays zone, they can travel over 50 metres. Think about it—
it is the length of a swimming pool. It is a long distance to travel, and whilst they are travelling that distance, 
there could be a pedestrian or a cyclist that they do not see in their peripheral vision. In fact, they do not see 
that their car has travelled 50 metres in those higher speed zones or 30 metres in a lower speed zone. So, 
mobile phone use is a major problem. Most of us know anecdotally from looking around each day, especially 
if we are the passenger in a vehicle, that people are on their mobile phones very frequently. I would be 
surprised if anyone in this chamber has not sat behind someone at traffic lights who has been slow to move 
off and you can see them looking down at their mobile phone. It is a real problem. It is a significant factor. 

That is why we have moved to up the penalties. For a basic infringement, we are upping the penalty by 
$100 to $500. We are introducing a new penalty, based on what has already been implemented in the 
Australian Capital Territory, for people who are doing those higher level distractions—things that take 
their eyes off the road. People cannot have their eyes on both the road and a phone while doing a text or 
an email or something like that. We believe that that should be in a similar category to careless or reckless 
driving, and that is why we are putting in this tough $1 000 penalty and upping the points that people get 
from three points to four points for that level of offence. We are also mindful of the fact that we have 
a double-demerits regime here in Western Australia for mobile phones. Not all states have that. Over half 
the states have double demerits, but amongst those, not all of them have double demerits for mobile phone 
use. Indeed, when we introduced double demerits here in Western Australia, we put it in place for restraints, 
seat belts, speed, alcohol and drugs. Added later was mobile phone use, so we do have that. People who 
are charged with that higher level of offence during double demerit periods will lose 10 points; they will 
just about lose their licence in one shot. This is a much tougher approach. I do not make any apology for 
it. It does not necessarily cost the life of the person who is doing it, but it could cost the life of someone 
else. Somebody texting while driving kills the cyclist, kills the pedestrian or kills someone loved by many 
people in the community. That is why we are doing it. It is about driving our road toll down. It is about 
having our roads made safer for all individuals. 

POLICE — STREET PRESENCE 

26. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Minister for Police: 
Given that Operation Heat Shield is having an impact on skyrocketing crime in the city, why will the minister not 
provide the community with a permanent increase in police on the streets to deliver a permanent solution all the 
year round? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
As the member will be aware from the figures that I outlined to the house yesterday, we have 153 additional 
officers. Based on the numbers on 7 November, after that last graduation, we had 153 more officers than we had 
in February 2017, so we have delivered those extra police numbers. Operation Heat Shield is, of course, a much 
bigger operation than anything the opposition ever put in place when its leader was the Minister for Police. It put in 
a little bandaid called Operation Celsius. It did it for about six weeks at a very small cost, and it mainly targeted the 
CBD. Ours, of course, is a much broader program than that. It goes through until May, and it goes across the whole 
state. It is 55 000 additional police hours. It is having a significant impact in not just the CBD, but also Armadale, 
Joondalup, Bunbury and Geraldton. It has given police those extra hours to target things to actually support 
retailers, to target shoplifting and to work in with the convenience stores association in terms of fuel drive-offs and 
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other crimes. Police have also been able to target drug dealers in the suburbs. Only at the weekend, I highlighted 
the fact that in the Cannington district, warrants were executed in a number of homes and people were raided and 
a range of drugs, cash and stolen goods were found. Individual police districts have been able to use those 
additional hours to target particular crimes of concern in their community. I hope that will have an ongoing effect. 
We know that criminals involved in volume crimes such as burglary and backyard drug dealers are at it every day. 
If we can charge them and take them out of commission, that has an ongoing effect on the community. 

POLICE — STREET PRESENCE 
27. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Minister for Police: 
I have a supplementary question. Has the minister discussed the need for additional police with the Premier; and, 
if so, why did he refuse the minister’s request, and if the minister has not, why not? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I regularly talk to the Commissioner of Police and the Premier about all matters of policing such as police numbers, 
operations and equipping police with the equipment that they need to do the job. That is why the Premier supported 
me and every police officer in this state with the rollout of mobile phones, body-worn cameras and protective 
vests. These are matters I regularly discuss with the Premier and the Commissioner of Police, and I get excellent 
support from the Premier. 

ORGANISED CRIME — ANTI-CONSORTING LEGISLATION 
28. Mr S.A. MILLMAN to the Attorney General: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s strong commitment to tackling organised crime. 
(1) Can the Attorney General outline to the house how this government’s anti-consorting laws will ensure that 

police have the power to disrupt serious and organised crime in WA and break the backs of criminal networks? 
(2) Can the Attorney General advise how these laws compare to the weak efforts of the Barnett–Harvey 

Liberal–National government? 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY replied: 
I thank the member for Mount Lawley for the question, and yes, I am able to do that. 
(1)–(2) Next week the McGowan government will introduce the Criminal Law (Unlawful Consorting) Bill 2019—

a new and effective weapon in this state’s fight against organised crime. The bill has been carefully crafted 
in consultation with the WA Police Force to be the toughest anti-consorting laws in Australia. The purpose 
of the legislation is to disrupt communication and networking between convicted offenders. The most 
visible form of organised crime in this state are the outlaw motorcycle gangs who are the principal dealers 
of drugs like meth, which is wreaking misery across Western Australia. Paedophiles and other criminal 
syndicates are also well within our sights. Under the laws, police will have the power to issue an unlawful 
consorting notice, restricting the recipient from consorting with prohibited associates on two more 
occasions during a three-year period. A person found guilty of the new offence of unlawful consorting 
with a convicted offender will face up to five years’ imprisonment. 
I remind members that these new laws are required because of the complete and total failure of the previous 
government’s Criminal Organisation Control Act. COCA was unusable because it required the police to 
assemble an unworkable volume of evidence to apply to the Supreme Court to declare what was obvious: 
that a gang be declared a criminal organisation. The Barnett–Harvey Liberal–National government promised 
COCA would disband bikie gangs in WA but in the last seven years, seven new gangs have arrived and 
bikie gang membership has doubled. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: Last year, a statutory review of COCA confirmed that no criminal organisations had been 
declared under this useless act. In a separate report, the Ombudsman of Western Australia found that under 
Queensland’s version of COCA, a single application for a criminal organisation declaration took 18 months to 
prepare at a cost of $1.9 million before it was abandoned. In a crushing blow to the Liberal–National law and order 
credentials, the Western Australian Ombudsman recommended repealing COCA and implementing other measures 
to disrupt and restrict organised crime and protect the public from violence. When the Ombudsman asked the 
Commissioner of Police, Commissioner Dawson, what would be a good alternative to the failed COCA act to help 
WA Police tackle bikies, Commissioner Dawson said that WA Police wanted anti-consorting laws, and that is 
what we have given them. They have proved very effective in New South Wales. Anti-consorting notices can be 
issued immediately by a senior police officer rather than have to wait for a court. This agility will allow police to 
disrupt criminal gangs that have constantly evolving memberships and hierarchies.  
Members opposite like to bleat about being tough on crime but in reality their efforts to tackle bikie gangs and to 
disrupt the meth trade have been exposed as useless. 
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The SPEAKER: Order! Ministers cannot read their answers. I gave you a fair bit of leeway because you lifted 
your head a couple of times but you are not allowed to do it. 

Mr J.R. QUIGLEY: The Ombudsman identified the COCA act as being weak and ineffective. The McGowan 
Labor government will give police the tools to disrupt bikie gangs and organised crime. This will not be the end 
of it. We have new laws in the pipeline. These will be the toughest anti-consorting laws in the commonwealth. 

BUSHFIRES — STIRLING RANGE NATIONAL PARK — TOURISM 

29. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 
I refer to the Boxing Day fires at Stirling Range National Park that tore through 40 000 hectares of bush, including 
the Bluff Knoll trail, and the subsequent 80 per cent drop in visitation that supports businesses and tourism in the 
area. Will the Premier instruct the Minister for Emergency Services to complete paperwork to the federal Minister 
for Agriculture, Drought and Emergency Management so that businesses impacted by a significant reduction in 
tourists can be given temporary tax breaks? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question. I will make a few comments. Obviously, the fires in the Stirling Range were 
significant and impacted a large area of that beautiful part of Western Australia. A lot of firefighters, both career 
and volunteer, were involved in fighting them and were supported by the State Emergency Services and the like. 
I thank all people involved in dealing with it. It was clearly a significant fire event. 

Bluff Knoll itself is the highest point in Western Australia, which I climbed last year. That took it out of me. The 
Speaker tells me he used to run up it when he was younger. 

The SPEAKER: It was a long time ago! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: As I said, it is a beautiful area and an important tourist attraction in Western Australia. We 
have been acting to reinstate the area for people to visit again and to climb. Officers from the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions have met with the Shire of Gnowangerup and local businesses and have 
two crews working in the park area to reinstate the facilities. A third crew from the Kimberley is coming to assist 
the two existing crews. A lot of work has been done on repairing the roads in the area. I am aware of correspondence 
that the member received from the Minister for Environment that indicated that Stirling Range Drive and several 
of the recreation sites and viewing areas have been reopened. Bluff Knoll Road will be reopened shortly to allow 
visitors back into the area. We are looking to reinstate the facilities as well as we can. 

In regard to the member’s question about seeking federal support, the member might ask the minister that question 
directly. As I understand it, it has to be a declared disaster area before that support can be secured. If the member 
wants further details on that, he should ask the Minister for Emergency Services. 

BUSHFIRES — STIRLING RANGE NATIONAL PARK — TOURISM 

30. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Given that visitation to Stirling Range reached more than 82 000 last year, will 
the Premier ask the minister to fund and base a new heavy-duty firefighting appliance in the national park to protect 
visitors, the environment and the surrounding properties rather than wash his hands of it? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The allocation of appliances and equipment is a matter for the Fire and Emergency Services Commissioner and 
local government. Various volunteer and career fire brigades are out there. This is a volunteer area but I understand 
that they are operational matters for experts in fire management. The member wants a minister to make these 
decisions, but I do not think that is the way it should happen. With all due respect, the minister has done 
a marvellous job. Yesterday, he was in Karratha, Paraburdoo, Tom Price and Dampier to visit cyclone-impacted 
areas. However, I do not think it is appropriate to ask ministers to make decisions on where fire appliances should 
be based; that is a decision for the department, involving the best experts. If that is the way the Nationals WA want 
to conduct government in this state, it would be a very sad day. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES — WAGES 

31. Ms J.M. FREEMAN to the Minister for Community Services: 
Before I ask my question, I also recognise that today is the thirtieth anniversary of the appointment of the first 
female Premier of Australia, Carmen Lawrence. 

I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s ongoing support for WA’s community service organisations and their 
important work in helping vulnerable Western Australians. Can the minister outline to the house how this 
government is working with community service providers to address the impacts of the 2012 equal remuneration 
order and ensure that they comply with the order to meet wage increases for staff while delivering services to 
Western Australians in need? 
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Ms S.F. McGURK replied: 

I thank the member for Mirrabooka for her question and for her connection and partnership with the community 
sector, particularly in her local electorate. She is very active in that respect. 

Members might be aware that Fair Work Australia handed down the equal remuneration order in 2012, which was 
an unusual and extraordinary series of pay increases to the community sector in recognition of the fact that a large 
number of women work in this low-paid sector. It was an attempt to increase wages through a staged approach. 
Some of the increases over the period 2012 to 2020 were something like 25 per cent to 45 per cent, depending on 
the pay classification. Extra money has been provided, at times, by the federal government; at other times, it has 
not provided extra money for its contracts with the community sector. The state government has also paid extra 
money to the sector, particularly in recognition of contracts entered into before that order was handed down by 
Fair Work Australia. Also contracts were simply rolled over after that order, so there was not the opportunity to put 
those pay increases into the contract pricing. That has caused pressure now. The Western Australian Council of Social 
Service and Community Employers WA have advocated for extra money from both the state and federal government 
in recognition that there are still a few pay increases to go under that order. We have been in negotiations with 
both those peak bodies to understand the extent of the problem and to make sure that some extra money goes to 
the community sector in recognition of those extra pressures. 

Members might be aware that in 2019–20, the government agreed to provide an extra $1.9 million to 24/7 organisations 
to support their around-the-clock wage costs, knowing that they are particularly vulnerable to extra wage pressures 
because of the labour-intensive nature of their work. We have also changed the indexation that is paid to the 
non-government sector, which is a way of supporting them. I remember being in Irina Cattalini’s office at WACOSS 
when she got the news that the previous Barnett–Harvey government had unilaterally changed the indexation 
formula, which effectively cut money from those organisations. She was furious. She thought that WACOSS had 
a good relationship with the government at that time, but when the pressure was on, that government acted 
unilaterally and cut money to the sector. We have reinstated fairer indexation, which will deliver a $30 million 
boost to the sector. Obviously, we have also quarantined the not-for-profit contracts from all previous government 
savings measures. That applies to about 400 non-government organisations that provide about 1 500 contracts to 
the state government. 

Most significantly, at the end of last year we announced a $60 million injection of funds targeted particularly at 
the ERO payments. We are now in negotiations to get the first part of that payment—$15 million this financial 
year—flowing to the sector and to those organisations that are in need because of wage pressures. These pressures 
across the sector are not easy, and we understand that. Of course, this is on top of additional new money that we 
have put in—new money, not just existing contracts. There is $72 million for our homelessness package; over 
$50 million of new money to combat family and domestic violence; $20 million for early intervention in vulnerable 
families for child protection work; and over $20 million into Target 120, the youth justice strategy. New money 
was also put in as part of the cost-and-demand model agreed in the child protection system. The extra money—
$60 million—is not a small amount, with $15 million this financial year to make sure that we meet the wage 
pressures of organisations funded under state contracts. We continue the positive relationship with the community 
sector. That was certainly evident at the breakfast the Premier and I attended at the beginning of the year, along 
with a number of other members, particularly from this side. The sector was particularly encouraging of the 
government’s work around homelessness and the more sophisticated approach to policy and service delivery that 
this government is taking. 

BROOME REGIONAL PRISON — CRITICAL INCIDENT 

32. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Minister for Corrective Services: 

I refer to the incident at Broome Regional Prison that occurred on 12 January, when a prisoner escaped and then 
set fire to Broome Primary School, reportedly causing up to $5 million damage. What caused the breakdown in 
security that led to this prison escape? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 

I thank the member for the question. There was no breakdown in security whatsoever; it was simply on the basis 
of the way — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN: Sorry, if you know the answer, you answer it! Otherwise, I will. There was no breakdown in 
security as such. 

Mr D.T. Redman: So you just let them out. 

The SPEAKER: I will be letting you out early, member for Warren–Blackwood. 
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Mr F.M. LOGAN: For obvious reasons, I will not go into the details of how that person escaped. 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: No government would put on the public record the security systems of our prisons. Neither 
Liberal–National governments nor Labor governments do that, so the member should not be ridiculous in making 
those statements. I put this to the shadow minister — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members! I want to hear this. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, no-one likes to hear your voice. 
Mr F.M. LOGAN: The way in which that person got out of jail would make her a very good candidate for 
Cirque du Soleil or a gymnast. I could guarantee that not one person in this chamber could do what she did in 
getting out. That is all I will say. It was a remarkable escape and one that should not have happened. Unfortunately, 
she went on to destroy a piece of heritage public infrastructure for no good reason. She is back in jail, where she 
should be, and has gone from facing a relatively minor charge to now facing very, very serious charges, on which 
I hope she is found guilty and I hope that she faces a long term of imprisonment. 

BROOME REGIONAL PRISON — CRITICAL INCIDENT 
33. Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE to the Minister for Corrective Services: 
I have a supplementary question. 
That is remarkable, Mr Speaker! I want to clarify something. The minister said that there was no breakdown in 
security, so does this mean that escapees are not evidence of a breach in security? 
Mr F.M. LOGAN replied: 
As I just said to the member, I am not going to go into the security systems of Broome Regional Prison or any 
other prison, and for good reason. I just put to the member, because I cannot go into it in detail, that the escape 
was remarkable and no-one in this chamber could do that. That is it. 
The SPEAKER: That is the end of question time. 

CHRISTOPHER JOHN BENTLEY — PRISON RELEASE 
Question without Notice 16 — Correction of Answer 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [2.49 pm]: Under standing order 82A, I rise to issue 
a correction to an answer I gave the house during question time yesterday. In my answer I misspoke and suggested 
that Christopher John Bentley had been subject to a review by the Prisoners Review Board; however, as I made 
clear in my answer to the supplementary question, he was released on order of the Supreme Court. 

TALISON LITHIUM — COLLIE — WORKFORCE 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [2.50 pm] — without notice: I move — 
That so much of standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable the following motion to be debated 
forthwith — 

That this house condemns the McGowan government for pressuring Talison Lithium to preferentially 
employ up to 350 workers from Collie at its expanding operation in Greenbushes, thereby 
encouraging a community-crushing drive in, drive out workforce. 

Obviously, there has been some recent discussion about this. It is my understanding that there has been agreement 
with the government about a set of rules for this debate. 

Standing Orders Suspension — Amendment to Motion 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [2.51 pm]: I move — 

To insert after “forthwith” — 
, subject to the debate being limited to 10 minutes for government members and 10 minutes for 
non-government members 

Amendment put and passed. 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion, as Amended 

The SPEAKER: Members, as this is a motion without notice to suspend standing orders, it will need an absolute 
majority in order to proceed. If I hear a dissentient voice, I will be required to divide the Assembly. 
Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 
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Motion 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [2.52 pm]: I move the motion. This government has form in its 
interaction of the mining sector with communities in regional Western Australia. We know what the Minister for 
Lands did with Bay Village in Karratha, going against the wishes of the local community. We know about the 
successive extensions of the lease with Kurra Village in Newman by the Minister for Lands at the time, which 
again, did not keep tension in the market to support its interaction with the community. But the government has 
gone to a whole new level. I will get to that point in a second. 

The National Party and I support the expansion of Talison Lithium. It is a fantastic investment. It is good for local 
jobs and it is good for the lithium industry. I think it has about 40 per cent of the world trade in lithium—a fairly 
substantial part of it. It is good for the development of the renewable sector going forward. It is also a good 
company, with a really good corporate citizenship front, particularly with former councillor Pat Scallan as its 
general manager. Pat picked up a community award at the Australia Day awards recently. The interaction with the 
Greenbushes community, and by extension, to Bridgetown, has been outstanding. It is a quality company. The 
company has been interacting really strongly with the community because it knows that the community wants the 
benefit of having the mining sector there. The company knows that the community wants to see jobs and see the 
community participate in things that the mining company is involved with. They also want to see more kids at their 
school. They want to see a broad economic kick to their region, so much so that all the shires have got together, 
smartened up and done an audit of what is happening. They have looked at housing, opportunities for development 
and opportunities to cater for jobs growth in their region. That is not just in Bridgetown and Greenbushes; it has 
included Nannup, Donnybrook, Boyup Brook and Manjimup. It is really doing the yards. When I asked questions 
during estimates last year about what the government was doing, I was told it was doing work for the South West 
Development Commission. Again, there was a good level of engagement for getting those outcomes. 

Now we see the government putting pressure on the company to employ people from Collie in the Greenbushes 
mine on a drive in, drive out basis. I do not know whether that is drive in, drive out on a daily basis or drive in and 
stay at the work camp in a section of the operations village in order to work at the mine. It is 100 kilometres away 
from Collie. That is not supporting local employment. The government is actively supporting a drive in, drive out 
workforce, which is against the interests of that community and the interaction between Talison Lithium and the 
community so far, including one of the government agencies. This goes well beyond all bounds of regional 
development. It goes against all regional development thinking. Robbing one community to pay another community 
does not make sense. I recall talking to a previous president of the Shire of Collie about the issues in Collie. One of 
the concerns raised in Collie was the higher level of drive in, drive out workforce coming to jobs in Collie. Can 
members imagine if the government suddenly paid for a bus to bring people to Collie to drive in and drive out? 
The member for Collie–Preston would be going spare. He would be absolutely going spare. 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call the Minister for Sport and Recreation to order. He is the Minister for Sport and Recreation, 
not the member for Collie–Preston anymore. He has been promoted! 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: The government is not only strongarming the company to make sure it employs people from 
Collie, 100 kilometres away, but also funding a bus to bus them there. It goes against all regional development 
thinking, against the efforts that the minister cited in all his papers for when he ran for the seat last time, and against 
all the thinking that the government pitched last election in its Plan for Jobs. All that has gone out the window because 
it is preferentially treating one community in favour of another, and getting it to take jobs from 100 kilometres 
away. That is not supportive of regional development. This government deserves to be condemned for this action. 

I support the government making efforts to support Collie. When a big change is happening in the energy sector, it has 
to do that, but it should not do it at the cost of another community, and it should not put in resources to make it happen. 
We do not support a drive in, drive out workforce. There is more than enough capacity within the shires that sit around 
the Bridgetown–Greenbushes community to soak up that workforce. Why not shift them there? Why not shift them 
from Collie to live there? They would welcome that, but that is not what this government is trying to achieve. 

If we take this argument, some other options could be put up. Firstly, the government could have secured some 
jobs for local businesses; instead, it put out the tender and it got a company from Malaga to build the trucks in 
Collie. A local business was trying to pick up that tender. It did not; it missed out. The lame line from the Premier 
was that the government had to go to a tender process, but its Plan for Jobs refers to changing the rules to ensure 
that local companies pick up those jobs. It goes against what the Premier said before the last election. The 
government even paid the Malaga company $2.5 million to relocate a level of capacity to work in Collie. Again, 
that goes against the whole thinking about local communities getting jobs, and regional development. Secondly, 
the government committed to $60 million for a biomass plant and a solar energy facility, which, at the last election, 
Mick Murray, the member for Collie–Preston, said — 

A McGowan Labor Government will commit $30 million to support the building of a biomass energy 
plant in Collie and $30 million to support the establishment of a solar farm in Collie. 
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I asked questions about this — 
(a) Did the government go out to a formal expression of interest process seeking proponents for the 

projects: … 
The answer was no. My second question was — 

… did the government undertake any process that sought out interested parties in the projects; 
The answer was no. The government has not even tested the market to see whether there is interest in its $60 million 
election commitment. There are more than enough answers for Collie. The government is now pitting one community 
against another. That is not right; it goes against all the objectives of regional development.  
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [2.59 pm]: I support the Nationals WA’s 
motion. This is an absolute joke. How often do we get a mining operation in the south west—God’s paradise? 
It is very rare to have towns located close enough so that people can live in one town and drive to a mine site. 
Talison Lithium is being told how to run its operations, and 350 people will have to travel on a bus from Collie via 
Donnybrook, Mullalyup and Balingup to get to a worksite. Talison already has a very sensible safety policy on 
who drives to the mine site. I will let members know what it is. Currently, 86 per cent of Talison’s employees on 
12-hour shifts reside within a 30-minute radius of the mine site. If workers go on to a 10-hour shift, they have to 
reside within 60 minutes of the mine site. If workers do an eight-hour day, they are allowed to have a 75-minute drive. 
A normal shift is 12 hours. If a worker lives in Collie and has to be bused in to the mine site, it will be a 14-hour day. 
What about the industrial manslaughter legislation the government is going to bring in? Who would be responsible 
if there is an accident because a worker onsite is tired or fatigued from every day having to drive for an hour before 
their 12-hour shift and then an hour back home? Will it be the government or the minister who is imposing 
this condition? 
Let us look at the distances. Bunbury is 64 minutes away, which is the same distance as from Collie to the mine 
site. Workers could be bused in from Bunbury, but that will not help Collie, will it? Donnybrook is 31 minutes 
away. Boyanup is 43 minutes away. Mumballup is 48 minutes away. One has to go through Mumballup to get to 
Greenbushes. Balingup is only 10 minutes away. Nannup is 37 minutes away. Boyup Brook is 32 minutes away 
and Greenbushes is two minutes away. Why would a worker not live in Greenbushes when they are going to work in 
Greenbushes? That is where the workers should be, and that is exactly what we should be promoting. Bridgetown 
is 14 minutes away and Manjimup is 40 minutes away. 
I know someone who lives in Balingup who worked on the Talison expansion project and is very well skilled. 
What will happen to them? If they apply for a job, will they find out that there is a state government–imposed 
policy at the mine site? Will they be told, “Sorry, we can’t employ you; the next two people we need to employ 
have to be from Collie”? This person has three uncles who live in Collie. Does he go and stay with his uncle and 
apply saying that he now lives in Collie? That would drain the economic benefit of him living in Balingup. That 
is one minute example. Those 350 people could live in any of those towns I mentioned that are very close to the 
mine site, but they have to live in Collie. The member mentioned they may not have the workforce of 350 people 
because they may not want to live there. What would happen if 350 people were on a bus every day on that nice 
scenic road? It is not really a road we want to have buses on—Mumballup Road, past the Mumby pub.  
MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [3.02 pm]: I am very happy to 
urge the house to reject this motion. I can tell that none of the members who spoke in this debate have spoken to 
Talison Lithium about this issue, because the government has not said to anybody that they must employ people from 
Collie. The government said that there is a skilled workforce in Collie, and we want to make it available to the 
Greenbushes project. The member for Warren–Blackwood says that people should sell their house in Collie. Think 
about that. We have a town that is going through a transition and his plan is for people to sell their house. That is what 
he wants to happen. Right in the middle of the transition, he wants people to leave Collie. That is a disgraceful 
suggestion. It is no wonder the Nationals WA have been rejected in Collie for over 20 years—for two decades. They 
are still bitter that the Minister for Seniors and Ageing was able to best them in that seat, and has done it again and again. 
Before the member for Nedlands opens his mouth, he should think through what he is saying. He said that it is 
extraordinary that there is a mine in the south west. A quarter of the mining industry is in the south west. A quarter 
of Western Australia’s mining activity is in the state’s south west. It is one of the most productive mining regions 
in the world. He was the former Minister for Mines and Petroleum and he got up and talked about how it is 
a surprise that there is a mine in the south west. I suppose if he ever drove to Greenbushes, he would have to drive 
past Alcoa Wagerup, all the mineral sands projects and Collie to get to Greenbushes, and would he not notice that 
there is this massive industry employing thousands and thousands of workers before he got there. Just do not 
embarrass yourself, mate. 
We are also not saying that they have to employ people from Collie. As I say, we are giving them the option to 
employ those high-skilled workers who are in an industry that is being displaced. There is another issue: 
60 per cent of the workers at the Muja power station and 40 per cent of the people at the Premier coal mine do not 
live in Collie, so we are giving them the option of going to a different industrial location from Collie, because we 
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know a transition is going on in the workforce in Collie. That is what is happening. We are trying to look after the 
people of Collie, and the National Party is still jealous because it has been rejected by that community for two decades. 
I remind members—what is the total population of Greenbushes? 
Mr P. Papalia: It is 362. 
Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: The total population of Greenbushes is 362 men, women and children. What a ridiculous 
idea that they could recruit the entire workforce from those 362 people. How ridiculous! When the member for 
Nedlands is driving down to Greenbushes, he would drive past the little compound for South 32 Worsley and he 
might see the bus that runs from just outside Bunbury to the refinery busing workers from Bunbury to Collie. That 
happens every day. Any time that the member for Nedlands ever drives down there, he would drive past that 
street—what is that road? So that is ridiculous! What a criticism. People have been bused to Worsley for 30 years, 
but suddenly it is an outrage. 
I do not understand why the National Party does not like tenders. Let us understand what happened with the 
firefighting equipment. There was an open tender and the jobs plan applied to it. The jobs plan does not say, 
“You must select.” It says in the criteria that local employment is one of the decision-making points. They made 
a decision that the Western Australian industry would get it. That is done independent of ministers; that is not 
a ministerial decision. I know that this is somehow strange for the opposition—the idea that a government lets 
public servants make independent decisions without ministers interfering, but that is what happened. The government 
then did its bit to ensure that the work ends up in Collie. Yes, we got a highly skilled company from Malaga to 
locate some of its operations in the south west. Is not that a great idea? It is the same as the decision to locate 
Piacentini and Son there. Again, it took an active government to involve itself in that great decision. Collie is now 
one of the fulcrums of automation in the world. Think about that. That is the exact sort of thing that we should be 
celebrating. Members opposite should be standing up, like Hon Dr Steve Thomas, and congratulating the government 
for doing its job getting Collie ready for this transition. This is to be celebrated. This is a ridiculous motion that 
shows that the member does not understand the consequences of what he is asking for. The member’s plan is to 
take people out of Collie. Our plan is to keep people in Collie. The member’s plan is to punish the people of Collie 
for electing an active member. Our plan is to reward the people of Collie. We are a stable government that has 
made long-term decisions for the proper interests of the people of this state because we have a Premier who is 
focused and provides leadership. Members opposite are rabble, with divisions within themselves and divisions 
amongst the parties. They will not even sit as an opposition. It is obvious that members opposite never pay attention 
to the detail, which was clear in the member for Nedlands’ contribution today outlining that he does not understand 
the strength of the mining industry in the south west. 
There is no leadership, no understanding of the needs of the people of this state, and no guiding principles to set 
up for the future decision-making that we all need. This is a disgrace. The National Party has abandoned the people 
of Collie and the Liberal Party is standing alongside it. They are not interested in keeping people in Collie. They 
are not interested in making sure that the people of Collie have access to high-skilled jobs. We should celebrate 
the fact that we have a skilled workforce in Collie. As the Premier said yesterday, the people of Collie for 120 years 
have powered this state, and now, when we are at an inflection point in the power industry, when things are 
changing, the Labor Party, unlike the Liberal and National Parties, is never going to abandon the people of Collie. 
We are not going to give them false promises, like $250 million on a power station that did not work, which is 
exactly what the Liberal and National Parties did. Imagine if we had that $250 million available to us today to 
spend on job-creating activities in Collie. That would make a real difference. Thank you. 
MR M.P. MURRAY (Collie–Preston — Minister for Seniors and Ageing) [3.10 pm]: I do not have a lot of 
time. The first question I ask of the Nationals WA: are they now proposing that all the people who come from 
Donnybrook, Greenbushes or Bridgetown and work in Collie give in their jobs? Is that what they are asking? Of 
the 3 000-plus people who work in that region, many come from Bridgetown or even Margaret River and travel, 
because of the four-day shifts — 
Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 
The SPEAKER: You had your go, member for Warren–Blackwood! 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: They are on four-day shifts and they travel. I am asking, because the Nationals are saying that 
we cannot have people travelling from one town to another. Are they now saying that the people from Bridgetown 
should not have a job — 
The SPEAKER: Through the Chair, minister. 
Mr M.P. MURRAY: — at the power stations or in the mines over there at the moment? It is ridiculous. What we 
are saying—I follow on from the previous minister—is let us give those people a chance if there is a job there and 
they can travel. People do travel. I think there are about 40 people working in that area who travel, stay at the camp 
and come back at weekends. What the member is saying is just ridiculous. 
I will give members a bit of a history lesson; I do not have a great deal of time. Who put on the buses from Bunbury 
to the power stations in Collie? It was the Liberal and National Parties that put those buses on, because they said 
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it would be easier for the people of Bunbury to travel up the hill. Some of them have now relocated back to Collie 
after that finished because they have now retired. What members opposite are saying is absolutely ridiculous. It 
would be impossible to find 350 people with the click of a finger to go down to that job tomorrow; they are not 
there. Members should get their facts right. The former Minister for Mines and Petroleum made a ridiculous 
statement about the regions and travelling. I never heard him say one word when the Shire of Collie was saying, 
“Let’s have a look at the hours that they’re working and the drive in, drive out.” Not one word came out of his 
mouth while he was the minister, yet he had the gall to stand up and say that. 
Mr R.R. Whitby: Well said. 
The SPEAKER: Well said, too. 

Division 
Question put and a division taken with the following result — 

Ayes (18) 

Mr V.A. Catania Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Mr J.E. McGrath Mr D.T. Redman 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr A. Krsticevic Ms L. Mettam Mr P.J. Rundle 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Dr M.D. Nahan Mrs A.K. Hayden (Teller) 
Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Mr D.C. Nalder  
Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr K.M. O’Donnell  

 

Noes (38) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr M. Hughes Mr P. Papalia Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr W.J. Johnston Mr S.J. Price Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr D.J. Kelly Mr D.T. Punch Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms J. Farrer Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Ms S.E. Winton 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr S.A. Millman Ms C.M. Rowe Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Ms E.L. Hamilton Mr M.P. Murray Ms A. Sanderson  
Mr T.J. Healy Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms J.J. Shaw  

            
Pair 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr K.J.J. Michel 

Question thus negatived. 
PREMIER’S STATEMENT 

Consideration 
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 
MS M.J. DAVIES (Central Wheatbelt — Leader of the Nationals WA) [3.17 pm]: I rise to make a contribution 
to the debate on the Premier’s Statement. I want to start my contribution today by talking about a beautiful corner of 
our state. Last year, the Nationals WA state conference was held in Exmouth. It is simply a stunning part of the world, 
where the pindan red meets the brilliant turquoise of the Indian Ocean. As the member for North West Central 
behind me knows, Ningaloo Reef is on the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization World 
Heritage List, and it is one of the most biologically diverse marine environments on the planet. It is a little piece 
of paradise, for those who have not visited. We held the Nationals WA conference at the Ningaloo Centre, which 
is a centrepiece for the town that allows visitors to glimpse the beauty of the reef in the enormous indoor aquarium, 
and sit in a cyclone room and learn about the amazing natural assets and defence history of this amazing little 
town. The Premier may have cut the ribbon, but it was the Shire of Exmouth and the tireless work of the Nationals 
and local member, Vince Catania, who delivered this brilliant place—and doesn’t that community love it! This 
$32 million centre, $22 million of which came from royalties for regions, is all about education, tourism, community 
and business. It is now set to become a research hub following a commitment from the Minderoo Foundation of 
$100 million towards ocean research. We can add that investment to the $18 million upgrade to the Exmouth marina 
to further support diversification of the local economy and the $11 million town centre revitalisation enhancing 
the space for businesses, locals and visitors to the town. 
It made me incredibly proud when a mum of one of the kids who sang at the opening of our conference sundowner 
pulled me aside quietly to personally thank us for the change that the Nationals had made to their town. She said 
that Federation Square had been a dusty patch of dirt that the shire could not afford to upgrade for years, despite 
this place being the centrepiece of our state’s tourism economy. Now it is a beautiful park with a water playground 
and decent facilities, and it is always busy. The town centre is pedestrian and business–friendly. Members who 
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have been down there when the Froth Craft Brewery crew have got the band going on the roof and got the town 
square humming will know that it is possible because royalties for regions set the foundations for that private 
investment and aspiration. This was a dusty little town with some tired infrastructure. Today it has the makings of 
something bigger. It was our team in government that helped put those building blocks into place. People like that 
mum and her kids are why we keep pushing forward and are very vocal about the importance of royalties for 
regions. It is not just in Exmouth or Coral Bay or North West Central; it is for every community across the state. 
Royalties for regions completely changed regional Western Australia. It galvanised regional people and harnessed 
the creativity of the public sector, the public sector and our communities. It marked the beginning of a new era for 
regional Western Australia. It was a plan for the whole state to thrive. Every government talks about decentralisation, 
devolved decision-making and empowering communities to take charge of their destinies. But talk is cheap. In 
government, the Nationals walked the talk. Let us think about the country local government fund. It was 
a $500 million injection to revitalise regional communities across the state. It was the first initiative launched under 
royalties for regions over 10 years ago. It allowed 110 country shires to leverage funds to kickstart projects that had 
stagnated for decades. It sent a signal to the community that we meant business when it came to devolved and 
decentralised decision-making. We trusted our community leaders and sought out the expertise of the private sector. 

In eight years of stewardship under the Nationals, almost $7 billion was injected into over 3 600 projects. The process 
we developed was not streamlined or concentrated on just a few people in the upper echelons of government. It 
was challenging for those who were used to traditional government decision-making. But that did not and does not 
make it wrong—very far from it. Without challenging the status quo, we would have missed the opportunity to 
drive investment into transformational projects such as the Ningaloo Centre, the Ord irrigation expansion project, 
the Water for Food southern forests irrigation scheme project or the Pilbara Cities initiative. All those projects 
have attracted both commonwealth and private sector investment. We leveraged the royalties for regions dollar and 
tapped into the aspiration of regional communities to grow and thrive—not simply survive. Good plans and 
government investment attracts private investment. Private investment brings jobs. It has always been the long-term 
dividend that we are after. When we turn up in those towns now and speak to their leaders, they make a point of 
thanking the Nationals for that program. 

There is nothing to thank this Labor government for when it comes to a long-term plan for regional development. 
There is lip service, spin, smoke and mirrors, and deceit. We have a royalties for regions program that is a jumbled 
spend on projects that should be funded through normal consolidated revenue. There is $4.2 billion of royalties 
for regions funds programmed over the next four years in the state budget. Of that $4.2 billion, $1.6 billion dollars, 
nearly 40 per cent, is subsidising the Water Corporation—a question that the Premier avoided answering today—
regional TAFE fees, the orange school bus network, regional education assistants, and remote community water and 
power services. That $1.6 billion could be unlocking our regions’ potential. It is legislated for under the Royalties for 
Regions Act, but is being directed into ordinary, everyday programs. Instead of underpinning programs to assist our 
communities deal with a changing climate, water infrastructure or power challenges, communications challenges, 
or innovating health and education services right across the state or even in our regional cities, this government 
has shoved $1.6 billion of ordinary government spend into our program and broken it. 

In the last financial year, the Labor government left $320 million sitting in the kitty unspent. That $320 million 
was more than half of the Treasurer’s surplus. It is a surplus built on the grave of royalties for regions. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: Royalties for regions is less than three per cent of the total state budget, yet we know that, if 
spent right, it can be the spark plug that activates investment and bridges an ever widening urban–regional divide. 
Decentralisation, diversification and bold thinking will drive our state forward. There is no integrity behind the 
government’s statements that royalties for regions still exists and the Labor government is delivering for regional 
Western Australia. It is dead and our state is poorer for it. 

Members should not just rely on our assessment of the demise of royalties for regions. Let us look at the 
“Western Australian Regional Development Trust 2018–19 Annual Report”. A number of statements in this report 
set alarm bells ringing for me. Page 7 states — 

Since the McGowan Government was elected in 2017, the Fund has made a significant contribution to 
support the Budget repair process … 

Page 16 states — 

In addition to the $1 billion legislated cap on the balance of the Fund, an annual expenditure limit of 
$972.7 million was imposed by the State Government as part of the 2018-19 Mid-Year Review Budget. 

As part of the 2019-20 Budget process, the Royalties for Regions expenditure limit was decreased — 

Again! 

to $829 million. 
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So let us put this all together. Out of $4.2 billion, $1.6 billion is for programs that should be paid for from consolidated 
revenue. The trust openly acknowledges that royalties for regions is used as part of a budget repair program and 
makes a significant contribution towards budget repair. The government, in addition to the legislated billion-dollar 
cap, has imposed its own expenditure limit, which is below what we ever had in government. It is significantly 
below the billion-dollar cap, further short-changing regional Western Australia and, by extension, our whole state. 
All that means is that there is a healthy flow of dollars that should be being spent in regional WA going straight 
back to the consolidated revenue pile that can be spent freely anywhere without the constraints imposed by the 
Royalties for Regions Act. 

The Premier sidestepped my question yesterday about whether his regional cabinet ministers and members of 
Parliament support this flagrant ripping off of their country constituents. Their silence during question time exposes 
all those regional MPs as imposters. For them to support a process that discriminates against the constituents they 
profess to represent is treacherous. They will no doubt point to a list of projects that are being funded by royalties 
for regions, but they will never talk about the opportunities lost, or how much their own government is short-changing 
regional WA. They will keep that under their hats and hope no-one notices that well over a billion dollars never 
hit the ground in their communities and that, in fact, the Premier, Treasurer and cabinet made a decision very early 
on in their term to use royalties for regions to deliver the wafer thin surplus they crow about. The return of the GST, 
increased royalty rates, the sale of government assets, and the plundering of royalties for regions has delivered that 
surplus. The Nationals have already made the commitment that our first priority, should we return to government 
in 2021, is that that $1.6 billion will be swept out of royalties for regions, and any additional funding deemed to 
be a cost shift, and sent back to consolidated revenue. That will be our starting point. That program’s integrity 
must be returned. We will not short-change the people of regional Western Australia 

What else will we do? I just want to remind the house of the battles we have had to wage in addition to that on the 
demise of royalties for regions. From opposition, we have had to fight on behalf of our regional communities to 
save community resource centres, quash Labor’s gold tax, reverse cuts to Schools of the Air and VacSwim, head 
off Minister Kelly’s great lobster grab, and save the south west emergency helicopter. Our team has been in there 
fighting and forcing the government to re-think those appalling decisions. I think my Nationals team can hold its 
head high on the more difficult debates. We continue to back our mining towns to attract a greater residential 
workforce and reject the rapidly growing trend of fly in, fly out or drive in, drive out which has been facilitated 
and enabled by this Labor government. We are champions for a sustainable live export industry, and have argued 
to preserve the right to farm free from intimidation and harassment.  

I think all our members of Parliament plotted a respectful pathway through some of the most challenging legislation 
this Parliament will likely ever deal with—that is, the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill. We have never stopped 
advocating for greater support for our police officers, or for better access to quality health and education services. 

We back the small business sector, which underpins our economies in regional Western Australia. We have always 
been champions for this sector. The sector contributes about $40 billion to the state economy each year. Of all the 
small businesses in Western Australia, 55 000, or 25 per cent, are located in the regions. In November 2017, the 
government pushed legislation through state Parliament that resulted in a payroll tax increase for 1 300 WA businesses. 
At the time, the Nationals WA moved an amendment to the legislation that would have lifted the payroll tax eligibility 
threshold from $850 000 to $1 million. The amendment was voted down by the Labor Party. We believe that the 
government should act now to lift the payroll tax exemption threshold to $1 million and not wait until 2021. In the 
Labor government’s own words, lifting the exemption threshold would provide a tax break for 12 000 businesses 
across the state. It would encourage them to employ more people, invest more in their business and get the state’s 
domestic economy ticking over as we face these very challenging headwinds. We will keep pushing for these 
changes and we will keep working with the small business sector because it is the engine room of our local economies. 

I will turn to education and to the attacks by Labor on regional education, which have been very calculated and 
very mean. Labor has attacked the Schools of the Air, residential colleges, the agricultural college trust fund, camp 
schools and VacSwim and made cuts to the boarding away from home allowance. That cut is particularly cruel. 
If a person lives in a rural or remote town—places that have only a primary school or a district high school, or 
even no school—they have limited education choices for their kids. In government, we topped the boarding away 
from home allowance and we gave it a much-needed injection of funds that answered the calls of groups like the 
Isolated Children’s and Parents’ Association. The Nationals WA believe that for students who attend a state 
residential boarding college and are eligible for the full suite of federal and state subsidies, no gap should have to 
be paid for boarding fees. This is not a luxury or a choice for many families; it is a reality, and we should be 
making it easier for our rural and remote kids to be educated, not more difficult as this government has done. 

We also had a singular focus on improving health outcomes for the regional population. Members in this place 
will have heard me talk many times about how people in regional WA have a shorter life span than their city 
cousins. Chronic disease levels, including diabetes, coronary heart disease, lung cancer and eye disease, are much 
higher in regional WA. We have a shortage of doctors and medical professionals. We have limited or sometimes 
no access to appropriate palliative care options. We have an ageing population that cannot access the services that 
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it deserves. A week does not go by in my electorate office when I do not hear from a concerned member of one of 
my communities about how they cannot access the services they need to keep their family close to them as they age. 
In government, we were bold in our vision to start turning that tide and addressing the deficit of years of neglect. 
This investment went a long way to recalibrating our health system, but there are still gaps. How distressing was 
it last year for us all to read about the 84-year-old grandmother who was forced to lie in pain on the floor of the 
Geraldton Health Campus emergency department because no beds were available. How devastating for the families 
of victims of snakebites to learn that the appropriate antivenom was not being held in regional hospitals, delaying 
vital treatment. How horrifying was it to learn that Kalgoorlie Health Campus had 156 code black incidents 
activated between 2017 and 2019—up from just 17 incidents between 2014 and 2016. How frustrating is it for our 
members to have an institution like the Geraldton Universities Centre pitching a plan to grow and train our own 
midwives to deal with the statewide shortages, only to have the plan fall on the deaf ears of government. How 
infuriating is it that the government continues to play politics when it comes to pitching in and solving the general 
practitioner shortage crisis that much of our state is facing. I wonder whether the Minister for Health and this 
government care at all that local governments and ratepayers in regional communities are footing the bill to keep 
a GP in their local community—some as much as $300 000 a year off a rate base of fewer than 500 people. Let me 
say that again. Some communities are paying as much as $300 000 a year off a rate base of fewer than 500 people 
to keep a doctor in their town. That is happening today in multiple communities across our regions. Imagine what 
we could do if this government was not siphoning off royalties for regions. But no, this government’s priority is 
clear. Its priority is Metronet, and a line has not been laid to date; there is no track record on that front. Metronet 
is absorbing all that government funding and we are left with a serious issue that underpins the future of our 
regional communities. 

Finally, I want to touch on the newly created regional cities portfolio within the Nationals team. Boosting jobs 
growth, fostering innovation and helping to incubate new businesses in these centres is imperative. Our state’s 
regional cities are home to 250 000 people—almost half the population of regional WA. They are critical to the 
future of the state. When members of our party travel around regional Western Australia and visit these places, we 
often pose the question: where are our Western Australian Ballarats, Bendigos, Tamworths or Wagga Waggas? 
Where are those really big regional centres that are self-sustainable, create jobs and support the region in which they 
exist so that we do not all look to the Perth metropolitan area and concentrate government funding, services and 
ingenuity in that area of the state? It is not healthy, sane or economically sensible for us all to live in Perth or that 
skinny slice of land immediately to its south. The Nationals have a track record of working with the private sector 
to transform our dated and dusty towns into modern, attractive places to live, work and invest. We did not pick 
winners when we were in government. We worked with every community right across the state. The Liberal–National 
government can be very proud about that. We just heard an entire debate in which the Labor Party talked about 
one town. I absolutely agree with the member for Warren–Blackwood, and I support the transition of Collie’s 
economy, but not when it means that absolutely nothing is being done for the rest of the communities around 
regional Western Australia. Picking winners will not get this government anywhere in the long term. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: If we look to the Pilbara, especially Karratha, we can see what can be achieved if there is 
political will. Manjimup is a community that transitioned out of the forestry industry and is now a vibrant and 
buzzing hub of food production. We made that happen without stealing any workers or population from other areas. 
We grew a new economic base for that town in consultation with that community and using royalties for regions. 
We did not bus people into that town to prop up the numbers. That short-changes a community and does not help 
to provide it with a sustainable future. We want to entice more workers and their families to live in the regions. 
We need diversified economies to lessen the dependence on fly in, fly out and drive in, drive out work practices. 
Would it not be great to see our state government pursue economic development opportunities for our regions with 
the same vigour and zeal it has for Metronet and the Collins-class submarine maintenance contract? I do not deny 
that either of those things will create jobs, but how about focusing on some of the things that will create jobs in 
our regions and grow the pie for everyone? 

The federal government has a program that is ideal for channelling this enthusiasm—a ready-made structure for 
engagement. The city deals and regional deals model brings together federal, state and local government to tailor 
a deal that works on each region’s comparative advantage, assets and challenges. I know that the McGowan 
government has already signed a city deal for Perth, because that is where its priority lies—that is predominantly 
focused on bringing resources in for the delivery of Metronet. We know that that is where its priority lies; I do not 
agree with that but I understand it. It has made it a priority to engage with the federal government to deliver a city 
deal for Perth. Regional Western Australia comes a distant second under this government. The Premier’s Statement 
confirms this, the state budget confirms this and the metro-focused Metronet agenda confirms this. This government 
has killed royalties for regions, disembowelled the regional development portfolio, gutted our regional development 
commissions and cherrypicked pet projects in Labor seats to shore up its vote. As the leader of opposition business 
said yesterday, it has well and truly broken the promise made by the Premier at the start of this term to govern for 
all Western Australians. 
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Amendment to Question 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: I move — 

That the following words be added after “noted” — 

and that this house condemns the Labor government for using royalties for regions to prop up 
the state’s bottom line at the expense of regional Western Australian communities and economies 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [3.37 pm]: I rise to talk to the amendment moved by the Leader of 
the Nationals WA, which reads — 

and that this house condemns the Labor government for using royalties for regions to prop up the state’s 
bottom line at the expense of regional Western Australian communities and economies 

When members opposite went to the election, they laid out a platform supporting royalties for regions. They knew 
it had currency in regional Western Australia. They knew that regional Western Australia would be watching to 
understand what they were going to do as it applies to a fund that has fundamentally shifted the sentiment and the 
culture of regional WA. Those members knew that they would have to have some sort of policy setting on the 
fund and said, “We support royalties for regions.” When a person from regional WA hears that, they think that the 
Labor Party supports regional development and royalties for regions. For the first time in their life, Labor members 
supported all the exciting things that have been happening and planned for in terms of growing, developing and 
building regional communities. Labor went to the election and there seemed to be no difference between the parties 
on royalties for regions. What happened then? In Labor’s first budget, royalties for regions got smashed. In its first 
budget, the first signals were there that substitution was starting to happen. The McGowan Labor government was 
going to find a way to take some money out of this regional fund, which it said it would support for regional WA 
before the election, and put it into Perth projects and Metronet. That is the great con of this term of the McGowan 
Labor government. That is the great con that has occurred over the last three years. What did we see? As a consequence 
of that, we saw all the effort that went into health services in regional Western Australia in rebuilding the health 
system, and the government has been out there opening those facilities—quite rightly; that happens in a transition 
from one government to the next—but that was built out of the royalties for regions program. I refer to a new 
hospital in Manjimup, a new hospital in Busselton, upgrades to the hospital in Bunbury, significant upgrades to 
hospitals in Albany, upgrades to hospitals in Collie, a new upgraded facility in Katanning, a new upgraded facility 
in Northam, a hospital in Merredin, a new hospital in Karratha, and upgrades to nursing posts. We fundamentally 
rebuilt the health infrastructure in regional Western Australia. That is what we did when in government. This 
government said that it supports royalties for regions, and in its first budget, we saw the first little answer to 
questions about whether members opposite really support it—and the short answer is that they do not. 

In subsequent budgets, as the Leader of the Nationals WA has highlighted, the government has washed away 
$1.6 billion over the forward estimates. It has put in place a process that in the out years will be pulling, in effect, 
$20 million short of half a billion dollars out of the royalties for regions program annually to spend wherever the 
government chooses, which we know for this government, when it sits in the party room, is centred around 
metropolitan Perth. Those are the decisions that have been put in place by this government. That is the great con 
of this term of the McGowan Labor government, and now regional Western Australia is waking up to that. 

We put a whole heap of processes into the aged-care sector, to invest and support communities that want to build 
independent living units. We want to keep people living in their communities. We want to support them with health 
services. We want to ensure that as they get older in our communities, they do not have to go to one of the big 
centres or, God forbid, back to metropolitan Perth. Those investments were in place. Half of that was washed away 
with the cast of a pen in the government’s first budget. 

We saw what happens with the regional arts community. A significant portion of the small grants to support having 
a level of colour and vibrancy in our regional communities, again, has been washed away, so communities now 
find themselves floundering from one budget cycle to the next to see what they can pull together to be able to hold 
a certain amount of culture within our regional communities. We see the investments we made in supporting 
fundamentals, not necessarily in the remit of the Western Australian government—that is, Telstra and in supporting 
a communications network. There were 340-odd new towers built, with the support of $105 million of royalties 
for regions funds. It was fundamental, particularly for the business community, to shifting the activities and culture 
of the people who live and work in regional Western Australia. 

In this term of the McGowan government, we saw what it is truly made of; what it is truly made of is a significant 
lack of support for regional Western Australia, and, of course, each year, half a billion dollars is coming out of 
royalties for regions in fundamental substitutions. It is not even trying to tizzy it up in something that might be 
hidden. The subsidy for the Water Corporation each year is $300 million. The notion that someone who lives in 
regional Western Australia has to pay the same tariff as someone who lives in metropolitan Perth seems to be some 
sort of gift from the government rather than a basic right. It is a basic right, in our opinion, that should come from 
the consolidated fund, but this is coming from royalties for regions as a specific decision, and, seemingly, as some 
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sort of gift from the government. I saw that in operation in Denmark at a public meeting when the Minister for 
Water came down and kept on referring to what the government was doing to subsidise people’s water bills. People 
should accept what the government is doing, because it is subsidising their water bills! People did not know that 
that comes from royalties for regions, and all the other things that have been washed away as a consequence of 
that decision. 

We are disappointed in what the McGowan government took to the last election compared with what is really 
going on on the ground. We know the effort that has gone into laying out an agenda to give, for the first time, some 
confidence and courage to the people in the regions to pursue some of the objectives that they want to pursue, 
supported by a fund able to make that happen. Even now, as the Leader of the Nationals said, the SuperTowns 
project, which the current Premier in opposition said was dead, is reaping rewards for investments that had been 
made some three or four years ago. We are now seeing business investment occur. I will refer to some of this in 
my reply to the Premier’s Statement when I get on to that tomorrow. We are seeing people move to some of these 
communities because they have some basic level of service holding people there, particularly health services. We 
are seeing decisions being made by the broader community to make investments in their own businesses—if they 
are already established—on the back of some fundamentals, but some of those fundamentals are being whipped 
away by the government as little amenity issues. What do we do in our own home? We tizzy up the yard and we 
make sure that the front looks good. We paint the house. We have it looking pretty sharp so that when people come, 
we are proud that they are there, and we are proud of what we have. 

What we have now in regional Western Australia, and the SuperTowns are a good example, is a level of investment—
a fair bit has been in amenity; understand that—that has made people proud to be a part of it. They actually want 
to be there. They want people to come and that is happening, so those investments are starting to play out. It is 
massively disappointing to see that these substitutions have fundamentally cut regional Western Australia off at 
the knees. No longer can people have a vision for their communities. No longer can people have the conversations 
they want to build communities for their kids and grandchildren. 

As the Leader of the Nationals said, it was really interesting that the 2018–19 annual report from the 
Western Australian Regional Development Trust referred to significant contribution of the royalties for regions 
being put to budget repair. Two conversations that do not go together are, “We support royalties for regions for 
regional Western Australia” and “Royalties for regions are being used for budget repair.” They do not go together, 
because budget repair cannot come from royalties for regions unless the government is doing a shifty on it. The 
government’s shifty is that it substituted in the outer years of the forward estimates half a billion dollars a year out 
of what was, effectively, a billion-dollar program. That is the great con of this term of the McGowan government. 
That is the con that regional Western Australia has now woken up to. We are seeing spot fires being put out by 
this government in Collie and Albany, and I am sure Bunbury will come a near third to that. Spot fires are being 
put out in those areas because they will be little hot spots. But the rest of regional Western Australia has fundamentally 
missed out. On top of that, I am really disappointed by decisions that are made such as the one we debated today 
during the suspension of standing orders motion—that is, to fundamentally fund buses for a drive in, drive out 
service into communities that can support their own workforce. That is fundamentally in breach of regional 
development thinking. Supporting a drive in, drive out workforce is not good for anyone’s mental health. It is not 
good for our communities, and it is not good for our future. 

I absolutely support what the Leader of National Party said here today, and I support this amendment. It is incumbent 
on this government to demonstrate that the great con of this term is not going to have a long-term impact on 
regional Western Australia, which I know is absolutely in doubt. What the government took to the last election is 
in stark contrast to what has been laid out over the three year so far. 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [3.47 pm]: I very much support the Leader of the Nationals WA’s amendment to the 
Premier’s Statement — 

and this house condemns the Labor government for using royalties for regions to prop up the state’s 
bottom line at the expense of regional Western Australian communities and economies 

That is exactly the definition of the royalties for regions fund; it is about promoting and facilitating economic, 
business and social development throughout regional WA. It underpins a long-term commitment to developing 
regional areas into strong and vibrant regional communities that are desirable places to live, work and invest. I, too, 
was once a member of the Western Australian Regional Development Trust, and that is why this one is dear to my 
heart. It is quite upsetting to me when I see an independent body advising the government and the Minister for 
Regional Development, on page 7 of its annual report, as follows — 

Since the McGowan Government was elected in 2017, the Fund has made a significant contribution to 
support the budget repair process … 

That is not the purpose of the royalties for regions fund. The other one that I find quite surprising is on page 14, 
where it outlines that $635.9 million in funds was returned to the consolidated account. The people of regional 
Western Australia are doing a great job of subsidising the state budget and the government’s metro-centric projects. 
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I was astounded by the definition of “regional development”. That is probably the one thing that upsets me more than 
anything. The Western Australian Regional Development Trust annual report states — 

Regional development is the sustainable economic development of regional Western Australia in 
collaboration with the metropolitan area. 

I cannot believe that we are now seeing the merging of the metropolitan area into the Royalties for Regions Act. 
I saw the Premier yesterday stand up and talk about the Labor Party being the regional party because it has the 
most regional members and is doing a great job representing the regions. It is raiding royalties for regions, as both 
our previous speakers mentioned, for $1.6 billion. In my maiden speech I talked about the regions, where 22 per cent 
of the population resides, generating 65 per cent of Western Australia’s income. I do not think it is too much to 
ask for 25 per cent of the state’s royalties to be spent in the regions. That is forgotten by the current government. 

I would like to point out a few other significant elements. Probably the most disturbing for me over the summer has 
been the Minister for Water and some of the things he has not done with royalties for regions. The first involves the 
farm water rebate scheme. I remember driving around the sheep farm on 7 January and listening to the Minister for 
Water criticising the federal minister for saying that we had lost $1.35 million in federal money. Why was that? It 
was because the Minister for Water’s department failed to process the applications. It could not get the applications 
done in time and so the federal government took back the money. The Minister for Water also failed to say that he 
had withdrawn over $20 million from the farm water rebate scheme. He got on the ABC’s WA Country Hour and 
criticised the federal minister for 10 or 15 minutes for pulling out $1.35 million, but he failed to mention that he 
had drawn more than $20 million from the farm rebate scheme. This is exactly what we are talking about. The farm 
water rebate scheme was introduced to make sure that farmers and agricultural people improved their infrastructure 
and catchments to take the load and pressure off the water scheme and to help with pricing. It was quite amazing 
to me to hear the minister’s performance. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Agriculture and Food, Hon Darren West, informed us from 
Newdegate last week that standpipes are a community service. He said, “Don’t worry about it too much. They’re 
just a community service. We’re doing you a favour. Don’t worry about the fact that you’re running out of water 
and we’re having to shift water all over the countryside; they’re a community service. Don’t worry that we’ve had 
six or eight fires in the south west of WA.” He said that it was too expensive to get water to the regions, so the 
government would not put any emphasis on it. As I said, 65 per cent of WA’s income comes from the regions. 
What about encouraging farmers to clean up their catchments and take the pressure off our water supply? 

A couple of other instances come to mind, one of which is the Katanning Community Resource Centre. There was 
$5.8 million sitting there for that hub. The shire was involved and we had spent seven years consulting with the 
community and the various early childhood departments and so forth. We laid the groundwork and the shire had 
moved in and set up the site. Then in came the new government and the new Minister for Regional Development. 
The minister said that she knew all about Challis Community Primary School in Armadale and this is the way we 
would do it because she knew all about early childhood. Challis might be a good example for Armadale, but we 
had everything organised, including $5.8 million, but that funding has disappeared. We do not know where it has 
gone. The government will probably come back in a couple of years and say that we should have another look at that 
project. Unfortunately, the momentum has gone and it is very difficult to get back on track the young mothers, the 
shire and all the people who were involved and ready to go. That was one of the most disappointing elements for me. 

I recall Sid Martin from the Wickepin community. The member for Warren–Blackwood spoke about this. We had 
organised the Wheatbelt South Aged Housing Alliance with independent living units in three, four or five different 
areas, yet, again, the rug was pulled out from underneath us. I find it quite disappointing that this government has, in 
a slippery manner, moved that money across to the consolidated account and said that it is doing a fantastic job. Our 
leader spoke well about this when she referred to the regional education projects. I thought we were doing a fantastic 
job in that world, but the government made cuts in education to the likes of School of the Air, Moora Residential 
College, the agricultural trust fund and, the one that upset me, as it did the member for Central Wheatbelt, the boarding 
away from home allowance. In a lot of cases, many of the families who relied on that did not have a choice of where 
to send their children. The Premier himself said yesterday that every child in Western Australia deserves a good 
education, yet what has he done? He has cut the boarding away from home allowance to make it harder for families 
in outer regional areas. The government also made it harder for children in regional Western Australia to attend 
VacSwim programs. Children in regional Western Australia are two or three times more likely to drown than 
children in the metropolitan area. The government made it more expensive to go to VacSwim and it pulled out 
VacSwim classes before Christmas in at least 11 regional communities. It is not adding up to me when the government 
says that it is looking after the regions. 

Finally, fantastic health facilities were established all over the countryside through royalties for regions. As the 
member for Central Wheatbelt said, the Liberal–National government did not discriminate which electorate or 
which area it went to. It went to the Kimberley, the Pilbara, the south west, the wheatbelt—you name it. That is 
another thing that I find upsetting. This government is very focused on its own seats. It is not a problem for 
members on the coastal fringes of Albany, Bunbury or even in Collie. The member for Bunbury knows all about 
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it. There was money going in Collie during that transition period. Honestly, there is no money flowing to the areas 
of members who happen to be inland. We are still out there searching for doctors. A chemotherapy unit with four 
beds has been set up in Narrogin, but it does not have a doctor who can service it. These are the sorts of things the 
Labor government is dropping the ball on. I could go on about a list of other things, including the lack of indexing 
the Country Age Pension Fuel Card, the regional age accommodation program, the regional athlete support program 
and the regional telecommunications project, which remains a constant battle. 

My final comment is on the school dental van. The budget for that crosses over into metro funding but, anecdotally, 
we know that the dental van is no longer going to the smaller schools. The member for Moore is very passionate 
about that subject. Every member in this chamber would agree that our kids deserve not only a good education, 
but also access to the school dental van. I will leave it at that.  

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [3.59 pm]: I rise to support the amendment moved by the Leader of the Nationals WA 
to the question on the Premier’s Statement. As we know, even from question time in this house, royalties for regions 
has fundamentally changed since the days the National Party had guidance of the program. The members for Roe, 
Warren–Blackwood and Central Wheatbelt outlined a whole range of ways in which that has happened. I think what 
we have actually witnessed is that royalties for regions has become a regional development tool for those seats that 
are important to the Labor Party, and only those seats. Collie is very much the focus of royalties for regions and 
of the state government in general—we hear that time and again in the discussions that go on in this chamber. The 
member for Roe mentioned the fringe areas of Bunbury, Collie and Albany. Actually, I think Bunbury may be the 
poor cousin of the other two. With the retirement of the Speaker, the member for Albany, and of the member for 
Collie–Preston, we expect the focus of the government to be firmly on those two seats. Those regional areas will 
feel the impact of royalties for regions being spent there, but heaven help Roe, Moore, Warren–Blackwood, 
Central Wheatbelt or any other seat in which royalties for regions has been pulled from a whole range of programs. 

We have spoken about the independent living units program, which was ready to go. In some cases, it had got to 
the stage of contractors being engaged in readiness for sites to be prepared and building to get underway, but those 
programs were pulled straightaway. Tens and tens of millions of dollars was taken out of my electorate alone. The 
plans of many families for their aged parents were disrupted and thrown into turmoil, with questions about what 
would happen in local areas. In the central coast area on the fringe of Perth, where there are no health services to 
speak of or very limited health services in many cases, there was a very good state government initiative termed 
the Turquoise Coast Health Initiative. That was pulled; $20-odd million is gone. Dongara is a town in turmoil. 
There are no doctors in the town, apart from a locum employed by the shire. A program was announced years ago 
for the refit of the health centre, but nothing has happened. This term of government will end before the Dongara 
health centre gets underway, such is the commitment of this government to health services in my electorate. People 
in Leeman and Green Head cannot even access a nurse practitioner to write out prescriptions for repeat medications. 
There is no doctor available. For a doctor’s appointment, they have to travel to another town that already has 
a shortage of doctors. We heard about the problems with the emergency centre at Geraldton Health Campus, but 
the fundamental problem lying behind that is the huge shortage of practitioners in Geraldton. Incentive programs 
in place under the Southern Inland Health Initiative have not kept pace with the times and have not been able to 
help communities find medical help or doctors in the way that was envisaged. 

I thought I asked a quite reasonable question in question time today, but it was ruled out of order. I asked whether 
the Premier felt that redirecting over a billion dollars of royalties for regions to pay for household water supplies 
in regional areas met the requirements of section 9 of the Royalties for Regions Act. Instead of saying, “Yes, I am 
confident”, the Premier chose to hide behind a decision that the question was seeking a legal opinion. We could 
take the same view on any minister expending any money in their portfolio. They all have to have a head of power 
to make that expenditure. For instance, is the Premier confident that the Minister for Emergency Services has the 
power to sign a contract to put new fire facilities in place somewhere? Obviously, he is, but he refused to say 
whether he felt the expenditure his government had been making in the subsidy to the Water Corporation did in 
fact meet the requirements of the Royalties for Regions Act. I find it absolutely astounding that he was not prepared 
to say yes to that. Is he actually checking to see whether that is the case or is he going to leave it at that? He did 
not have to answer the question because it was asking for a legal opinion. It is absolutely imperative that the 
Premier says that he believes that his government is acting in accordance with the Royalties for Regions Act. 
I think people in Western Australia would be quite interested in the answer to that. I think people in regional 
Western Australia would be more than slightly interested in that answer. It is disgraceful that the Premier could 
not say with certainty that the way he, the Treasurer and the Minister for Regional Development are handling the 
royalties for regions portfolio is in accordance with the law. How amazing! It is not a very difficult question. It is 
a yes or no answer. If he does not believe they are acting in accordance with the law, why are they doing it? If the 
Premier believes they are acting in accordance with the law, surely he could just say yes. I thought we had 
parliamentary privilege here anyway, so what he says cannot be held against him anywhere, except in the court of 
public opinion. In the court of public opinion, I believe that the answer has been given; that is, he does not have 
confidence that what he is doing is in accordance with the Royalties for Regions Act. He perhaps has not even 
read the act. That would be even worse. 
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We know that the royalties for regions program is now paying for community service obligations, which in the past 
were met by consolidated revenue. Western Australians have a right to safe drinking water and to access it at a price 
that is considered to be standard around the state. That has never been contested before. All of a sudden we find that 
that is contingent upon the miners making some royalty payments, which are then paid to the Water Corporation. 
What if something happens to royalties for regions? What if there is a sudden decrease in the royalty flow? Does 
that mean that the water system in Western Australia will shut down? I doubt it. I do not think it is contingent upon 
the royalties—it never has been—yet that is considered to be an appropriate use of money that was meant to be 
spent on regional development. It is not being spent on regional development at all; it is being spent on the ordinary 
business of government. The Premier knows this, which is why I believe he chose to not answer my question 
directly in Parliament today. For that reason, as much as any other, I think the house should support the amendment 
moved by the Leader of the Nationals WA. 

MR D.T. PUNCH (Bunbury) [4.07 pm]: I rise to speak on this amendment to the question on the Premier’s Statement. 
It is a very interesting proposition that royalties for regions, which essentially is taxpayer money, is being used to 
prop up the state’s bottom line at the expense of regional Western Australian communities and economies. We 
know that the state’s bottom line was absolutely wrecked by 2017, with out-of-control government operating 
expenditure and debt forecast to blow out by a further $7 billion or so to around $41 billion. If that does not affect 
every household in Western Australia, regardless of whether they live in the regions or the metropolitan area, I am 
not sure what would. This issue was long recognised by the previous Liberal–National government. I was very 
interested to hear the member for Warren–Blackwood’s comments to the effect that one cannot get budget repair 
unless one is doing a shifty on it. That seems a bit of an odd comment. 

Back in May 2013, I was at a presentation in Margaret River on the upcoming budget for 2013–14. A section of 
the budget was of great interest to people in regional WA and was subsequently reported in the 2012–13 annual 
report of the Regional Development Trust. I want to read what the Regional Development Trust said at that 
time. The member for Warren–Blackwood, as the then minister, was presenting the forthcoming budget and 
highlighted this. The annual report of the Regional Development Trust states under the heading “Cost shifting and 
Royalties for Regions funding of administration” — 

The Minister advised the Trust that the new DRD, RDCo and the RDCs will be entirely funded by 
Royalties for Regions from 1 July 2013. RDL is presently funded from both the Consolidated Account 
and Royalties for Regions. This general administration contribution from Royalties for Regions is distinct 
from the fee third parties — 

Many of which are government agencies — 

are paid as an administration cost component in Royalties for Regions project — 

Mr D.T. Redman: Read the objects of the act, member for Bunbury. 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: I am reading from the report about the administration fees on administration fees. Not only is 
the trust calling into question this decision to fund central agencies that were funded from consolidated revenue 
from the royalties for regions account, but also it is starting to apply an admin fee on an admin fee. The 
Western Australian Regional Development Trust, the very body set up by the National Party, is blowing the whistle 
on cost shifting. 

I remember the budget presentation, because the rationale for this, as was presented at the time, was the state’s 
growing difficulty with contraction of revenues, maintenance of government programs and the growing deficit. 
Clearly, the link in 2013 was about cost shifting to address budget repair. I guess a shiftiness might have started 
on 1 July 2013, when the department started being funded through royalties for regions. I quite remember it at the 
time, because the most enormous funding agreements came from the department as a central agency to the regional 
development commissions. These independent statutory bodies were now grant recipients. They now had to complete 
these funding agreements and equip them, on top of the normal administration of regional development. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood! 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: Regional development suddenly became this very complex administrative quagmire, as the 
former Liberal–National government tried to extract itself from the budgetary problems it was facing. It had quite 
a few years before it lost office in 2017 to try to address the issues, but of course that was not the case, because 
the growing deficit emerged as a very major problem that this government has to clean up. 

I want to carry on with the Regional Development Trust report. It further commented — 

The dropping of the State’s Consolidated Account contribution to DRD, RDCo and the RDCs and its uptake 
by Royalties for Regions represents a direct cost shift to Royalties for Regions. It means Royalties for 
Regions will have less money to spend on regional development and will spend more on administration 
than it otherwise would. 
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There is the material risk that the administration fee charge could grow as a proportion of the Royalties for 
Regions Fund. 

I am sure that if I put the effort in, did the research and had a look at all the funding agreements, I would find a pretty 
significant growth in the administrative charge as more and more central agencies found that their consolidated 
funding was contracting as the government tried to impose cost cutting back in the day. The report continues — 

There is a grave risk that this precedent (if allowed to stand) — 

The trust was questioning whether it should be allowed to stand — 

could be used in future budgets and governments to justify further Royalties for Regions administration 
funding for core government activity in the regions by major agencies such as health, education or transport. 

The Trust advised the Minister that it does not support this budgetary measure because it is a direct cost 
shift to Royalties for Regions. 

… Other budget items may well merit a mention, but of those the Trust was briefed on, Royalties for 
Regions funding of the Greenough River Bridge repairs could be considered the Department of Transport’s 
core business, and Royalties for Regions taking over funding for the multi-million Remote Area Housing 
program is another … 

The membership of the trust at that point in time is very interesting. The member for Roe had been appointed as 
a member in 2011. He had contributed to the formulation of the trust’s advice to the minister. In May 2013, the 
member for Roe, in the annual report, was clearly saying that the then government was cost shifting, and this was 
a grave risk to royalties for regions. 

Mr M.P. Murray: No! 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: Absolutely, member for Collie–Preston. This was when, I think, in the order of $1 billion 
was going into Pilbara Cities. How much was going into the south west per capita at that time? Somewhere 
around $3 000. 

Royalties for regions has a chequered history. It first started out in 2008 with a rush to get grants out to the regions. 
It was very appropriate and I was very pleased to see that. But after that first round of grants, it was realised that 
a lot of the grants were not leading to fundamental economic change. They were not going into the infrastructure 
projects that the state so badly needed. Then the Liberal–National government changed the rules and said, 
“We’re not going to do this on a region-by-region basis. We’re going to ask regional Western Australia what we 
should spend the money on, and we’ll leave it to the Regional Development Council to make the recommendations 
to government and decide how that money should be allocated.” I do not quite know how many projects came into 
that grant round. I do not think the guidelines were particularly embracing of defining the outcomes that were to 
be achieved, but I know that the Regional Development Council spent something like two years trying to decide 
between projects that were very important for a local community, and potentially for a local member responsible 
for that community, as opposed to some of the larger scale projects. 

Some interesting projects were funded out of that round. I can remember $660 000 going to a feasibility study 
for a country music centre at Boyup Brook. We know that Boyup Brook is the home of country music, and is 
a great community. It is one of those communities that has been able to grasp the nettle and do things for the 
town to make it an interesting town and to build on that country music representation. But quite a number of 
local people back in the day questioned the $660 000 or so—it was about that amount; I am going off memory—
for a study that had a question mark about what could be achieved out of that for Boyup Brook. It cost a lot of 
money to do that. 

We know that when the Langoulant report delved into some of these projects, it found quite a few difficulties 
in the business cases. We went from the Regional Development Council, which had its problems in how to 
administer this amount of money, to a program base. That is when things such as SuperTowns and some of the 
other programs surfaced, which, I accept, have achieved good outcomes. I am pretty sure that I can recall that 
at least one town in the SuperTowns programs came into the program after the assessments were completed. It 
was not in the initial assessments, so there are some questions about where this whole motion of pork-barrelling 
came from, which the National Party at a federal level have taken to a new art form. I am sure that they may 
well have been learning from some of their colleagues in Western Australia over the last few years. Then some 
very interesting funds just disappeared, such as the local government infrastructure fund. Local governments 
started to work together and identify local government infrastructure priorities. They started to develop forward 
plans, and in doing that they achieved some of the negotiated outcomes that the National Party was very keen 
to see at that time. Things such as putting the money into one local government area one year, on the basis that 
those local governments, as a group, would fund some infrastructure in the adjacent government area in the next 
year. That was great until the rug was pulled out and a whole suite of local governments across regional 
Western Australia were left with projects that they could not complete, or left with projects that they had on 
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their books and could not advance because they had agreed to support another local government in the earlier 
round, anticipating that the money would flow through in forthcoming budgets. That was a real breach of trust 
to local governments of regional Western Australia, and I know that many of the local governments in my area 
took a long time to overcome that. I am sure that the member for Roe, in his capacity as chair of the Great 
Southern Development Commission, heard from many local governments in his area at that time. Those are the 
sort of flip-floppy changes that occurred, because when the Liberal–National government surprised itself and 
found itself in government and had negotiated royalties for regions, it produced an act that is such a slimline 
act in how to govern the royalties for regions program. When it found itself in office, it did not have a clue how 
to administer it. There was no framework. That was not resolved until 2013. It occurred right the way through 
the royalties for regions program of the Liberal–National government. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: The member for Dawesville would not know!  

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville! 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: I would not say too much, member for Dawesville. I would just keep quiet. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville! 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: Mr Acting Speaker, I seek your protection from the noisy rabble on the other side of the chamber. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: You certainly can. 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: I have noticed that the Nationals WA members have kept very quiet during this particular 
contribution. I want to return to the last iteration of royalties for regions that I was involved with, which was of course 
the Growing our South fund. We know that the Liberal side of the previous Liberal–National government was not 
impressed with royalties for regions and that at one stage there was a great deal of tension between the two sides 
in terms of the administration, because all the ministers who had central agency portfolios were constrained by 
cost-cutting and budget restraints, except for royalties for regions, and the only surplus cash in the state budget 
was in the royalties for regions fund. That is why we saw a gradual drift towards putting paid employees into the 
Department of Agriculture and Food and funding other agencies out of royalties for regions hidden behind grants 
and fluffy money in essence. 

I want to come back to the Growing our South fund. I was very pleased when the Liberal–National government 
announced this fund, because we could see all those northern regional areas—the Gascoyne, Kimberley and 
Pilbara—getting their own regional development fund in the order of $150 million. The Pilbara certainly 
benefited from the Pilbara Cities project. There was growing angst in the south about royalties for regions 
contributions in the south. I remember standing at a community meeting on the Koombana Bay foreshore and 
hearing the then leader of the National Party, Hon Brendon Grylls, saying, “No money is going to come down 
here; not when I am looking at the issues I’m confronting in the Pilbara.” He did not confess at that time that 
he had his eye on the seat of Pilbara in the future. He did not actually disclose that. But we know that the 
development commissions and communities in the southern areas were all talking about the need to put money 
into the south. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Dawesville! 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: Interestingly, in the south — 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr S.J. Price): Member for Dawesville, I call you for the first time. 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. The member does not like the truth, does he? He does not like 
to be confronted with the reality of it. 

I keep getting waylaid when I try to talk about the Growing our South fund. There must be a reason for it, but I am 
going to come to it. Growing our South was the first opportunity for the development commissions in the south to 
have a bite at the cherry—to get in there and have a good go. We certainly had some projects that we were going 
to have a good crack at. But the rider on the whole thing was that unlike the other development commissions in 
regional Western Australia, where the boards of the regional development commissions could make decisions, we 
had to compete with one another. It pitted the wheatbelt against the great southern, the Peel and the south west. 
That added a whole new layer of competition and administration without any definition of the outcomes that were 
to be achieved. I know that in the south west we did pretty well out of that fund. Some good projects were funded 
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because we were ready to run with it. We were getting the projects funded at the expense of other regions in WA. 
The biggest travesty of royalties for regions was that it set local governments against local governments, regions 
against regions, and local communities against local communities. That happened because there was no strategic 
outcomes-based framework to manage royalties for regions in a way that could build collaboration effectively 
across regional WA. That was the great loss of royalties for regions. 

This government has taken a different tack with royalties for regions. The act, the Regional Development Council 
and the Regional Development Trust are still there, but we have put royalties for regions into core regional 
infrastructure. I know that in the past members opposite have complained that we are putting money into regional 
roads, but I know that if I go back through the previous government’s budget estimates, I will find plenty of 
evidence of regional road funding. I know the rationale for the Margaret River Perimeter Road, because I helped 
to design it around being a tourist route, but it was fundamentally a ring-road for Margaret River, and royalties for 
regions funded that. So when members opposite complain that we are putting money into the safety of regional 
communities, the efficiency of regional businesses’ transport tasks and supporting regional communities directly 
with infrastructure that will take them into the future, they should hang their heads in shame, because those are 
important ingredients in building a future for regional WA. 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Moore, I call you for the first time. 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Moore, I call you for the second time. Actually, that is the third time, 
member for Moore. 

Mr D.T. PUNCH: Three times—the member for Moore does not like the truth. 

Royalties for regions has a chequered history, and this motion depresses me, because I thought better of members 
opposite. The member for Roe, as a member of the Regional Development Trust at the time, called out the 
National Party, and that demonstrates the hypocrisy of the National Party today. I do not think members 
opposite can go back to their constituents and challenge the way that we are managing royalties for regions 
when the Regional Development Trust and the member for Roe quite clearly said that there is a grave risk to 
royalties for regions. On 1 July 2013, the National Party destroyed the spirit of royalties for regions, and it should 
be ashamed. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Treasurer) [4.26 pm]: I rise to make some comments on the amendment 
to the Premier’s Statement as well. I note that a Liberal Party member has not spoken to this amendment, and I will 
make some comments about that in just a minute. 

I was a member of this chamber when the royalties for regions legislation came through the Parliament. From 
memory, not one MP voted against it. Every MP supported the passage of the royalties for regions legislation, 
and I assume, with the movement of the member for Riverton to the backbench, it still has the Liberal Party’s 
support. The Liberal Party’s most recent position was to oppose royalties for regions, but I assume that has 
changed now, and that royalties for regions has bipartisan support generally. Of course, like there is in 
government, from time to time there will be different spends, as there is in the budget. There are things that the 
Liberal and National Parties might like to see money spent on and things that the Labor government will spend 
money on. From what I can gather, the crux of the Leader of the National WA’s argument is that, standing still, 
$1.6 billion needs to be transferred from royalties for regions to the consolidated account. That is the crux of 
the argument. 

Mr D.T. Redman interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I am just trying to understand. Is the crux of the argument made by the National Party that, 
standing still, all things being equal, $1.6 billion of spend in RforR needs to be transferred to the consolidated 
account? 

Ms M.J. Davies: That is the cost shift for water, CSOs and the school buses. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Okay. So that is the position of the National Party. I understand the argument being raised. 
I do not mean this disrespectfully, I think the Leader of the National Party is a very effective MP, but the reality is 
that she may have that position, but it is irrelevant unless the Liberal Party has that position too. I remember in the 
lead-up to the 2017 election, on 8 March, just two days before the 2017 election, Mr Barnett and the Liberal Party 
announced that they would shift from the consolidated account to royalties for regions some $800 million over 
two years; that is, presumably, $1.6 billion over four years. When that was put to the then Premier Colin Barnett, 
he is reported as saying — 

… the Liberals would “set the agenda” … 

“Because we are the Liberal Government, and if we are elected, we will form government,” 



 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 12 February 2020] 399 

 

That was not particularly respectful of the National Party’s position, saying that the National Party would have to 
like it or lump it.  

That is a point I make. The Nationals WA can say that it will transfer $1.6 billion from royalties for regions to the 
consolidated account, but, without being mean, it is hot air unless the member for Scarborough also supports that 
position. That is the key. I think we know that. 

Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: No, of course it would, because the National Party will form government with the Liberal Party 
regardless, and until the Liberal Party confirms that that is the position of the Liberal Party, the National Party’s 
articulation of this argument is hot air. I think we understand that. Colin Barnett made that clear. When the exact 
same thing was said by Brendon Grylls in 2017, Colin Barnett said that the Liberal Party sets the agenda; it will 
be the Liberal government and the National Party will form government with it regardless. That is the reality. I am 
not trying to be mean; that is the reality. The National Party commitments around the $1.6 billion are irrelevant 
unless the Liberal Party supports it. I suspect that is why the amendment put by the Leader of the National Party 
is general and does not say, “and calls on the Labor government to transfer $1.6 billion in spend from royalties for 
regions to the consolidated account”, because the Liberal Party would be voting to oppose that. 

Ms M.J. Davies interjected. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I think that is exactly right, because the National Party needs the Liberal Party on board before 
this can happen. Other than that, it is nothing but hot air, and we know that. The member for Bunbury outlined this 
very well. I am not going to go through and list off the millions of things that we spend through royalties for regions. 
I know that members opposite objected to the Langoulant report, but the reality is that the Langoulant report 
highlighted how so much of the royalties for regions money, which, as I said, I think is pretty much supported by 
every member of Parliament, was misused by the National Party. I have quoted it; I do not have it here. My dog-eared 
copy of the Langoulant report is downstairs in my office. There was that wonderful quote from the CEO of the 
City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, who said that they did not need the money and they did not want the money; they 
just got it because they were shoving money out the door. That was confirmed again—I want to put this on the 
record—in an ABC online piece that was published in the lead-up to the 2017 election. The headline reads, 
“Has the Royalties for Regions program been money well spent?” I want to quote a couple of prominent people 
in regional WA. This is a quote, and I will give it to Hansard — 

Roger Higgins, the president of the Port Hedland Ratepayers Association, argues not all of it was. 

He goes on to make the point that in hindsight, it probably would have been better to change how they did it, 
because it became very difficult to maintain. That was a point made by the member for Bunbury about what they 
ended up doing, and we are seeing that now. The consequences are live now. As assets get old, local government 
does not have the capacity to manage and maintain these facilities. Mr Higgins is reported as saying — 

“It can become in many cases like a Trojan horse—appears great on the outside but when you get into it and 
have to maintain it the cost to the community and the ratepayers is way beyond what is reasonable,” he said. 

Arnold Carter from the Port Hedland Chamber of Commerce agreed. 

“Yes we got some lovely buildings out of it, but they were also, you know, liabilities back to us as a shire 
… and that would never have happened if we hadn’t have been caught up with some of the programs that 
were given by Royalties for Regions,” he said. 

“In those early days of the Royalties for Regions almost anything that you thought would come up as an 
idea people took that opportunity, or councils took that opportunity to say ha, this is it, we’re going to get 
some money.” 

Similar comments were made by local real estate agent Morag Lowe and others as the story goes on. The point I make 
and the point that was made by the Langoulant report and the member for Bunbury is not about that principle of 
royalties for regions, because nobody is proposing to change the act, as far as I am aware, but the fact that it was 
abused by the National Party in such a dramatic way. That has been highlighted by the Langoulant report and by 
comments made in those pieces, and, indeed, it was confirmed very recently in an interview with the member for 
Riverton when he announced that he will not stand at the next election. On 3 December 2019, the member for 
Riverton went on ABC radio, interviewed by Geoff Hutchison, and he made this point. Again, I am quoting. 
Mr Hutchison put to the member for Riverton — 

… I can ask … do you rather wish Colin and your predecessor Troy, hadn’t been willing to spend so 
much money? 

MIKE NAHAN 

Of course I do, of course. And it wasn’t just them, it was the National Party also. Our deal with them was 
unsustainable, economically unsustainable. 
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The point I make is that what the Leader of the Opposition says about a future Liberal–National government is not 
actually relevant; it is what the member for Scarborough says about what the Liberal Party will do around something 
that a former Liberal Treasurer says was “unsustainable, economically unsustainable”. That was highlighted in the 
Langoulant report and in a range of different articles online. 

The point is around the priorities. I get that the National Party will complain that we are not spending money 
on X, and we will say we are spending money on Y. Those disputes happen regardless of how things are or are 
not funded. For example, we in the Labor Party are of the view that regional roads are important to fund. The 
National Party, and Mr Grylls in particular, was of the view that that was not an important funding priority. We 
have a different view. We are funding record numbers of roads in regional Western Australia. I think that is 
important, and it is something that all shires support.  

Before I got to my feet, the member for Collie–Preston reminded me of the fact that—let us be honest—it was 
utilised under the National Party very much for north of Perth areas, let us say, member for Collie–Preston, and 
we went back to look at some of those notes. Prior to the election, the spend per capita in the Pilbara where 
Mr Grylls was standing was about $25 000, and the spend per capita in Peel was just over $1 000, making the 
point that it was utilised, I think, in many respects for good reasons—things that we all support around ensuring 
that regional communities have the opportunity to invest in their communities. As the member for Bunbury 
pointed out, not much focus was made around ensuring that the investment was for ongoing, economically 
sustainable assets or programs to encourage and support ongoing jobs. 

I agree with the Leader of the National Party, who made the point that it did also in some places—not all—
stimulate co-investment from the commonwealth, and in some places co-investment from the private sector. 
Those are the sorts of things that we continue to invest in and support, but we do not support the things that 
were identified by Mike Nahan in his comments that I quoted just a minute ago and, as the Langoulant report 
highlighted, the fact that so much money was misspent. When we went into a scenario in which we were running 
enormous operating deficits and debt was steaming through the roof, there was never a consequence that the 
National Party wanted to admit, so in the end it looked for another source to continue to spend. We recall the 
debate during that election campaign on that very large mining tax that the National Party articulated and on 
which it was rejected handsomely. 

I want to emphasise this point. Until the Leader of the Opposition or my friend sitting at the back there, the 
member for Bateman, comes in and says, “We support the National Party in transferring $1.6 billion from 
royalties for regions to the consolidated account”, this is always a hypothetical, interesting, hot air exercise. 
That is all it is, because ultimately we do not get the right to have two different governments with two different 
budgets. That happened under the former government. It worked for a while and we saw what happened. We 
have spent a lot of time and a lot of effort ensuring that the state comes out of that. I say “the state”. Regardless 
of where someone lives in Western Australia, we are all responsible for the covering of that debt and deficits 
and ensuring that the finances for every Western Australian are back on track, and we are. But we are committed 
to royalties for regions, as we always have been. This is a debate that has been happening certainly since I have 
been in Parliament. Before royalties for regions, there was debate around the principle of reserving a percentage 
of royalties for regional Western Australia. That became royalties for regions. We are committed to it, as I said. 
The Liberal Party has not articulated its position since it changed leaders, so its current position is to oppose it, 
as set by the member for Riverton when he was leader of the Liberal Party.  

We will, I suspect, continue to have disputes over what is funded and what is not, because that is the story of 
the budget. At every budget, we fund a lot and at every budget round members opposite all get up and say that 
we did not fund enough—and the game goes on. I think that people in regional Western Australia understand 
that the Liberal Party in 2017 had announced that it was going to transfer $800 million from the consolidated 
account to royalties for regions. It made that point very clear two days before the state election. Indeed, I remind 
everybody that the 2012–13 budget transferred $535 million under the then National Party leadership. I cannot 
remember who was the leader at the time, but under their leadership, the 2012–13 budget transferred 
$535 million from the consolidated account into royalties for regions.  

We will have these disputes, I suspect, because the Nationals are trying to grab some attention in regional WA, 
but I think that the investment we have made into regional Western Australia is there for all to see, and a lot of 
that has been through the normal processes of government and quite separate from royalties for regions. I think 
our regional members are very happy with how we are investing, particularly in regional roads. It has probably 
been the most significant investment in regional roads in history, but certainly in the last 20 years. That certainly 
did not happen when Mr Grylls was running the show in the National Party, because he objected to spending 
on regional roads. I think that has been one of the great successes of this government. Of course, we oppose the 
amendment proposed by the Leader of the Nationals WA. I make this point again: until the Liberal Party also 
confirms the position of the Nationals, this is all just an interesting exercise in hot air and I suspect we will 
continue to have this debate over the course of this year. 
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Division 
Amendment put and a division taken, the Acting Speaker (Mr S.J. Price) casting his vote with the noes, with the 
following result — 

Ayes (17) 

Mr V.A. Catania Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Mr J.E. McGrath Mr P.J. Rundle 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr A. Krsticevic Ms L. Mettam Mrs A.K. Hayden (Teller) 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder  
Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Mr K.M. O’Donnell  
Mr P.A. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.T. Redman  

 

Noes (36) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr M. Hughes Mr P. Papalia Ms J.J. Shaw 
Dr A.D. Buti Mr W.J. Johnston Mr S.J. Price Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr D.J. Kelly Mr D.T. Punch Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr F.M. Logan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr P.C. Tinley 
Ms J. Farrer Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Mr R.R. Whitby 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr S.A. Millman Ms C.M. Rowe Ms S.E. Winton 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr M.P. Murray Ms R. Saffioti Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr T.J. Healy Mrs L.M. O’Malley Ms A. Sanderson Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 

            
Pairs 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr K.J.J. Michel 
Dr M.D. Nahan Ms E.L. Hamilton 

Amendment thus negatived. 
Consideration Resumed 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [4.45 pm]: As a prelude to my address today, I would like to remind the 
house that this will be the last time that I make an address-in-reply to the Premier’s Statement. Who knows? I might 
miss it. This afternoon I want to take advantage of the opportunity to speak about my electorate and the portfolios 
that I still hold at the moment. How long I hold those portfolios for will depend on what happens in the run-up to 
the next election. I think it is probably wise for somebody else to take over my portfolios so that they can become 
used to the great portfolios of sport and recreation, and racing and gaming, but I will talk to the Leader of the 
Opposition. 
Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: The member for Churchlands says that there will be no shortage of volunteers. 
Firstly, I want to talk about South Perth. I have been the member for South Perth for 15 years now. I think my 
electorate is beginning to make great strides as it readies itself for changing times. The change I am seeing now in 
South Perth with new developments, increased density and high-rises on Mill Point Road is probably the greatest 
change that the electorate of South Perth has experienced in 60 years. The last time we saw change like this was when 
the Narrows Bridge was built and opened in 1959, which led to a rash of developments. Old single-storey residences 
were knocked down and replaced by taller buildings and blocks of flats and apartments. Recently, the Minister for 
Planning approved two towers that comprise Civic Heart. It is a development at the corner of Mill Point Road and 
Mends Street in South Perth, which is a precinct that most members would know, especially the Treasurer, who 
has been seen at the Windsor Hotel from time to time. It is a very popular meeting place. Others meet at Coco’s. 
The Minister for Planning called in this development, which created some controversy. I do not oppose the minister’s 
decision. I believe that something had to be done because this development had been sitting there since Finbar 
successfully tendered to buy the site in 2014. That was six years ago. However, the history of the site probably 
goes back 10 or 12 years. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: And that site had been slowly aggregated by the council for a long time. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: Yes. The buildings were falling down and in a state of disrepair, so a long time ago the council 
decided to buy the privately owned buildings. On one corner sits the post office owned by Australia Post. Back then 
the City of South Perth tried to buy the post office but was unsuccessful. On the other corner sits the old South Perth 
police station, which the City of South Perth tried to keep going as a smaller station for local residents when 
everything was moved to Kensington Police Station, but that is no longer the case. In the end, the City of South Perth 
owned a couple of buildings used by the South Perth Learning Centre and a child-minding group or kindergarten. 
The city realised that it was costing money. It was a site that would potentially make a great entry statement to our 
city for people who drive across the Narrows Bridge and come to the Mill Point Road–Labouchere Road junction. 
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The city could not aggregate all eight lots, so it sold them separately but in one action. They were put out to tender 
and in 2014 Finbar successfully tendered the site in a joint venture. Finbar has already built a couple of apartments 
in South Perth—Reva and Aurelia, a 20-storey development opposite this particular site. That was the start of this 
process but over the years there have been some problems. 
When Finbar was building Aurelia, it wanted to go underground with a five-storey car park. This impacted the 
watertable and other car parks in the area flooded and the trees started dying. It was quite a serious issue back then. 
As a result, there were some doubts about what Finbar could do with the Civic Heart development because the 
original plan was to have five storeys of underground parking. At the same time, Finbar was selling off the plan. 
Due to the planning uncertainty and concerns raised by the residents of Mill Point peninsula about where this might 
all end with the watertable rising and the problems with flooding, Finbar found it difficult to sell the apartments 
off the plan so it pulled back. Without knowing the actual specifics and the time line, I believe that Finbar then 
went to the city and said that it wanted to develop the land. The city had sold the land on the condition that whoever 
tendered for the land would develop an entry statement for the city. When things became a bit difficult and there 
was a bit of turmoil and public opposition, Finbar went back to the city with a scaled-back version of the plan to 
keep everyone happy. The city said no to that plan. It had to be an entry statement to the City of South Perth because 
it sits right across the river from the CBD and is an iconic and historic area. Finbar then had to go away and come 
up with a new plan. The new plan was approved by the City of South Perth. Finbar had worked closely with the 
city and its design advisory panel to come up with a design. The City of South Perth ticked off on the design and 
supported it. Finbar then went to the joint development assessment panel and for some reason JDAP called in the 
Government Architect whose view was that the design was not as excellent as it should have been. That placed 
this ongoing development saga into limbo again. Finbar appealed to the State Administrative Tribunal and that 
was when the minister said that we cannot wait around forever for this development to be done. Finbar had invested 
a lot of money in the project and the City of South Perth had supported it in good faith. The minister called it in 
and then only about a week ago made the decision to approve the development. 
The development is going ahead. The minister has called for some modifications—I think they include a green 
wall or something like that—to improve the design and to meet with some of the things highlighted by the 
Government Architect. I believe that construction could start before the end of the year. It has been a long time 
coming. There are still people in my electorate who are concerned about more cars in the area; I respect their views. 
I have always had the belief that traffic finds a level in a lot of places. Many people who might be used to driving 
through South Perth are not from South Perth. They are probably coming from the electorate of the member for 
Victoria Park. He probably slips down Mill Point Road on his way into the city. But it is up to Main Roads 
Western Australia to look at these things. If there is congestion along Mill Point Road and Labouchere Road, it 
will only be during peak periods. I drive down those roads all the time and during the day I can be here in three or 
four minutes. Main Roads can look at those things. 
I am aware that there is a plan—who knows what will happen, it will be up to whoever is in government at the 
time—to extend Berwick Street to the Swan River and to build a tunnel under the river so that people from out 
that way, such as the member for Victoria Park’s constituents, can whiz down through the tunnel and into the 
city or drive on to the western suburbs and come up into West Perth. That would be a fantastic thing and very 
welcomed by the people of South Perth because it would take a lot of that traffic heading into the city away 
from the City of South Perth. Who knows when that will happen or if it will ever happen, but we have to look 
at traffic management in and around South Perth in the future. I am aware that the minister has also mentioned 
that that is a need. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: Member for South Perth, I have seen no sign of anything to do with traffic management. The 
Treasurer is going to be backed up to the causeway on his way to work each day. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: He can maybe stay at the member’s place for a couple of hours on the way through. 
Mr P.J. Rundle: He might have to have breakfast on the way through. 
Mr J.E. McGRATH: The member for Roe is also a resident in South Perth, like a lot of members of Parliament 
who have had a place in South Perth. 
This winds of change will carry a new generation of residents and visitors to the South Perth electorate and times 
will change. New residents bring new ideas and energy. New visitors seek up-market and niche attractions and 
business opportunities will flourish for those who wish to provide them. We are already seeing that happen in 
Mends Street where a new Quest apartment has been built. People are now coming across the river on the ferry 
from Elizabeth Quay to Mends Street because it has been revitalised. This new development will see more people 
living and working in the precinct. However, on this breeze of change will be the expectations of long-term 
residents, whom I have spoken about, and newcomers alike and we have to cater for all those people. Young people 
will also move into South Perth. Young people like to live in apartments. South Perth must remain, as it historically 
has been, a functional and delightful place in which to live—we all know that. What happens on Mill Point peninsula 
will not impact the jacaranda trees in the beautiful leafy streets of South Perth. They will not be affected by greater 
density or by high-rise developments, which is ideal planning. Those streets will be left alone in South Perth so 
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that it retains its beautiful functionality. While business is expected to do its part to attract and service a community, 
it is up to government to keep up with the pace by providing the infrastructure necessary to maintain a functional 
way of life. Having said that, I was gratified to hear the Minister for Planning also mention in her press conference 
the other day about Civic Heart the need for a railway station in South Perth. I would like to think that the minister 
is warming to this because it is a project that I have supported since I was elected. The proposed station on the 
Mandurah line will be built on land that has been set aside on the freeway. 
In opposition, when I was first elected, I hounded the then Minister for Planning and Infrastructure for a train station 
at South Perth. I said, “You are building a train line from the city to Mandurah and you are bypassing South Perth.” 
I badgered her so much—hopefully, it was partly my doing, but I also know that the City of South Perth was very 
keen for some action—that Minister MacTiernan agreed, and the railway line on the freeway was widened to allow 
for a footprint for a station. It is all there ready to go. I believe that the City of South Perth has put forward some 
kind of business case to the department or the minister that could provide for a public–private partnership that 
would see the station delivered as part of a broader strategy. I think that is something that we have to look at. It 
happens in other parts of the world. There could be a public–private partnership, so the taxpayer would not even pay 
for a new station. 
Around 750 000 people visit Perth Zoo each year. I know that it has always been a great thing for families to travel 
to the Zoo on the ferry, but people do not have the time that they used to when I was a young kid. A lady from 
Rockingham wrote a letter to the editor and said, “I took my two children to the Zoo. I had to go all the way to Perth 
on the train, walk across to the ferry, catch the ferry across to Mends Street, walk around all the way to the Zoo, 
cart them around for three hours at the Zoo and then take them home and go all the way back over on the ferry.” 
If there were a train station at Richardson Park, she would have had a 200-metre walk. Therefore, I think that it is 
something that we should have a look at. 
I also think that the area between Richardson Park and the on-ramp to the freeway at the end of Labouchere Road 
will one day be like West Perth. It will one day be a commercial–residential development. A lot of people will 
come into South Perth to work in that precinct. Why would they not come by train? At least we would be getting 
people out of their cars. Why would someone drive their car to South Perth and battle to find a parking spot 
when they could jump on a train and walk to work? I think that is the future, and it is a big challenge for us, as 
parliamentarians, to convince people to get out of their cars, but I think it is the way of the future. It has to happen, 
but it will only happen if we build the infrastructure to make public transport easier for people. 
The other project that has been a long time coming and that I advocated for from when I was first elected is the 
on-ramp to the freeway at Manning Road. I fought hard for that. I could not convince either the Labor government 
when it was in power or our government when it was in power, because the Department of Transport has a list, 
and the Manning ramp never got high enough up the list. We suffered there, but a couple of years ago the federal 
government put $20 million towards the ramp, Labor won the 2017 election and now Labor will be delivering the 
ramp. I am told that it will be delivered before the end of the year, which would be good, so I might have to go out 
there. I have already held a shovel and done a bit of sod-turning with the minister and Steve Irons, the member for 
Swan. We do not get to achieve a great deal in our political lives, especially big projects, but for me, in South Perth, 
that will be a good project. I do not know why Main Roads did not put this project higher up the list, but people 
on my side of the electorate said that it was a no-brainer. The people who go to Curtin University, the people who 
want to go to the new Fiona Stanley Hospital—at present, when they get to the end of Manning Road, they have 
to turn right, go up to Canning Bridge, do another right-hand turn, do a U-turn, come back a couple of sets of lights 
and then head south again. It is going to happen, which is good, and I am very happy about that. 
Recently, we had the Liberal Party conference in Bunbury. I met a lot of stakeholders from sport and recreation in 
Bunbury and they raised a couple of things with us. The first thing we need is for the KidSport funding to be lifted. 
A city like Bunbury has a lot of disadvantaged families, who would take advantage of KidSport. KidSport was one 
of the best things ever introduced. Hon Terry Waldron might have been the sports minister who introduced it. It 
was a great program. The people of Bunbury said, “If you can do that, it would be great,” so I have spoken to the 
Minister for Sport and Recreation, Hon Mick Murray, and I hope to work with him to do that. Hands Oval is the 
historic, great old footy ground in Bunbury and the change rooms are a disgrace. They are not up to modern standards. 
The AFL said to the South West footy league, “If you want us to bring AFL teams down there for pre-season 
games, you gotta spend some money on it.” The plan is to spend $4 million to $5 million. The minister is aware 
of the project and I know that he supports it. That is another thing that I will speak to the leader of the Liberals about 
as we go to the next election. Maybe part of our policy will include some funding for Hands Oval, and we will be 
able to see some good AFL teams go down to Bunbury to play, as they did for many years. I remember that the 
Fremantle Dockers played Carlton at Hands Oval. 
MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [5.05 pm]: I would also like to contribute to this debate and respond to the Premier’s 
Statement. It is pretty tough following the member for South Perth, given that it is his final reply to a Premier’s 
Statement, and I am sure that we will all get the chance to acknowledge the contributions that the member for 
South Perth has made, over the next 12 months. But it is certainly quite clear that he is held in high esteem in 
this place. 
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The Premier’s Statement raises the question: what has actually been delivered after three years of a McGowan 
government? In his previous Statement, he stated, “We are only just getting started.” But I would argue that the 
government has not really begun, particularly when it comes to the delivery of its transport projects and its signature 
Metronet project. This week started with chaos, congestion and total incompetence. We saw about three hours of 
delays for some commuters on the Kwinana Freeway. It was another delayed project and another series of delays 
under the McGowan government’s watch. Today we saw that safety issues have again been raised regarding the 
government’s management of the Brand Highway project. As I stated on Monday, it was chaos that we saw on the 
Kwinana Freeway. There were extraordinary scenes on Monday. Cars were banked up for about 20 kilometres and 
some motorists were stranded for up to three hours. This hurt productivity and affected a community that is 
increasingly becoming fatigued by the delays that we are seeing under this government’s watch. This time it was 
the work of a contractor on the Kwinana Freeway who was unable to see works completed on time, mending an 
existing drain, pouring concrete that did not set in time. That response and that excuse simply is not good enough. 
We know that it was a contractor that was also associated with a project last September when we saw similar 
scenes of chaos on the Mitchell Freeway, with the movement of a pedestrian bridge causing great congestion. We 
are aware that this contractor has been sanctioned in the past, and it raises the question about how this government 
is managing projects.  

We need a government that puts a greater value on communities and safety and is better able to deliver projects. 
The delay, congestion and chaos we have seen on Kwinana Freeway are symptomatic of the government’s inability 
to deliver transport projects on time and on budget. It also raises questions about how serious the McGowan 
government is about addressing congestion on our roads, particularly when the government not only mismanages 
contracts, but also ignores the needs of the community of the south metropolitan area. I am pointing quite clearly to 
the need to extend Roe Highway, a road project that has been supported by successive governments for over 50 years. 

Cyclists are a group of road users that have been impacted by the continuing delay in finishing the Kwinana Freeway 
northbound widening project. A great contingent of cyclists uses the principal shared path that goes over the 
Narrows Bridge. They are quite great in number. In 2016, over 2 200 cyclists a day rode over the Narrows Bridge. 
More riders travelled over the Narrows Bridge than rode over the Sydney Harbour Bridge during the same period, 
making this daily commute one of the largest in the nation. However, since February 2019, the Kwinana Freeway 
path from Cale Street to the Narrows Bridge, which was due to open in August, has remained closed and is expected 
to remain closed for some time, forcing many cyclists — 

Mr J.E. McGrath: Have a guess where they’re going now. 

Ms L. METTAM: They are going through South Perth. 

Unsurprisingly, the latest data shows that the number of cyclists travelling over the Narrows Bridge has dropped 
dramatically, by 80 per cent, to just 647 a day. I heard from many cyclists at the beginning of the week who said 
the severe congestion on Kwinana Freeway highlighted that they had no option other than to join the queue of traffic. 
The Premier said that the government is only getting started. I argue whether it has seriously begun to get started. 
In April 2018, Christian Porter was reported in the Echo News as saying it was disappointing to see WA Labor 
promise the Ellenbrook train line during the 2017 election as a fully funded project but then not include it in the 
budget after the election. That highlights a couple of things. The first is that the federal government has committed 
quite a considerable amount—$2.3 billion—to the Metronet project. We are yet to see any funding on the table 
from the state government for the $500 million needed to make up the gap in funding required for that signature 
project. That project has now blown out by 15 per cent. We saw an extraordinary performance by the Premier today 
in question time. He could not define the cost to the Western Australian taxpayer of the Metronet project. After 
fudging his answer yesterday and saying that the project was under budget, which is completely untrue, the Premier 
was still unable to define the cost of the government’s signature project. The truth is that there has been an 80 per cent 
increase in Metronet’s budget. The truth is that the cost of Metronet stage 1 has increased by 80 per cent, from 
$2.9 billion to $5.29 billion. Metronet stage 1 has blown out by over $2 billion. The federal coalition government 
has set aside $2.3 billion in funding for Metronet. It is concerning that we do not know the true cost of Metronet 
in response to the questions we have asked, many of which remain unanswered. It is extraordinary that the Premier 
cannot answer such a simple question, even when given fair notice of 24 hours after I asked my first question. 

The budget for the Morley–Ellenbrook line has increased by at least 15 per cent and the cost of the Thornlie–Cockburn 
line has increased by 51 per cent so far, from $474 million to $716 million. Part of that blowout has been associated 
with the $20 million attached to improved wages for workers on that project. Given that there are more than 
1 600 workers on that project, it works out to $12 000 over the two-year life of the project. That is an additional 
$6 000 pay rise for each worker on the Thornlie–Cockburn project. Wages are stagnant across the country at the 
moment, and that is an issue. However, it raises concerns when comparing the wages of the workers on these projects 
with police officers, nurses and those who are on the front line who are also seeking a pay rise from this government. 

We have seen a 38 per cent increase in the cost of the Yanchep rail line extension. The early works were promised 
to commence in 2019 but in reality the works will start in 2020. The Byford extension has seen a 65 per cent 
increase. The length of the delay is unknown because there is no construction time frame. We are expecting the 
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business case to be delivered later this year. There is no timing or cost associated with the new railcars for 
Bellevue station until after Midland station is complete. A 10-year contract worth $1.25 billion to build railcars has 
been signed but the cash flows are outside the forward estimates period for the build program, like many Metronet 
projects. The Forrestfield–Airport Link has obviously been plagued by problems and delays under this government’s 
watch. It has been delayed by more than a year due to safety issues. Similar safety issues were raised today about 
another project that this government is overseeing—the Brand Highway project. This was due for completion in 2020 
but the expected completion date is now late 2021. The Byford extension is delayed but it is not known for how long. 

I have also mentioned the Midland extension to Bellevue, which is currently off the table. We have also seen a number 
of broken promises associated with Metronet. A $40 000 feasibility study into light rail between Armadale and 
Cockburn is seemingly off the table. There has been no detail on the operating subsidies or the ongoing costs regarding 
$6 million allocated for a spin campaign this year after the Premier stated, in opposition, that his government would 
not dedicate public funds to such efforts. An increase in patronage was also factored into the delivery of Metronet 
and the expansion of the public transport system. Effectively, we have seen about eight million fewer boardings 
on our public transport system this year compared with 2012–13. This government is not only developing projects 
at a snail’s pace, but also stopping projects or not starting them. The extension of Roe Highway stages 8 and 9 was 
a great opportunity and would have addressed congestion and promised to remove 74 000 light vehicles off the 
local roads of Farrington Road, South Street and Leach Highway. Unfortunately, this government has rejected 
a proposal that had $1.2 billion on the table and promised 10 000 direct and indirect jobs and another proposal that 
promised to reduce travel times by about 17 minutes between Kwinana Freeway and Fremantle during peak periods 
and 12.5 minutes during non-peak times. This project has community support. It is unfortunate that this government 
is not only turning its back on a congestion-busting project but also proposing to remove the road reserve so that 
no future government can progress this project. The government’s answer to congestion in the south metro area is 
just a bandaid response; that is, the upgrade of High Street. That will do little to address the serious road safety 
concerns in this area. The transport industry does not support this project and is very concerned about this bandaid 
response, which includes the construction of a roundabout that will impact on the local golf course by removing 
two holes and a lot of its space. The only response the minister has given to issues raised in the media about this 
bandaid solution is to point to the outcome of the Westport Taskforce. That is certainly not good enough. We will 
look at what the flawed Westport Taskforce comes up with when it provides its report early this year, but it is very 
clear that ignoring Roe 8 and Roe 9 and the extension of Roe Highway ignores the needs of the commuters of the 
south west metropolitan area. It also ignores the needs of and opportunities for the western trade coast, given that 
it would support the industry in not only Fremantle but also the western trade coast. 

I had the opportunity to meet with the community in Hillarys on a number of transport issues, including the need 
for a third southbound lane on the Mitchell Freeway between Hodges Drive and Hepburn Avenue. This is another 
project that has federal funding on the table but is awaiting a state government commitment. The member for 
Hillarys is a passionate advocate of this project, and it is important that it continues. 

Another issue in the transport portfolio is this government’s lack of communication and engagement with the 
community, as was demonstrated during the closure of Eyre Highway just before Christmas. That was an 
unprecedented situation. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms L. METTAM: Not only was this lack of a connection between South Australia and Western Australia 
unprecedented, but also we heard stories of makeshift signage or an almost total absence of signage in some areas, 
which led to much frustration and concern in the transport sector and amongst people who were travelling across 
this area. 

In relation to the government’s lack of engagement with the community, it was disappointing that it took an 
interview on 6PR by Andrea Pike, a resident of Forrestfield, before we saw some form of backdown by the 
McGowan government on its plans to block off the Forrestfield community with its design for the Hale Road and 
Tonkin Highway intersection. Andrea Pike was speaking on behalf of the Forrestfield community when she was 
interviewed on radio. She had promoted a petition on the government’s plan to remove access between Hale Road 
and Tonkin Highway. This plan was heavily opposed by the Forrestfield and Wattle Grove communities, and for 
very good reasons. It was fantastic to be able to meet with more than 50 of those people in Forrestfield to hear 
their concerns. There was also a follow-up meeting, attended by the member for Forrestfield and a member for the 
East Metropolitan Region. Several hundred people joined us at the football club to hear about the issues with the 
government’s plan for this important upgrade to Tonkin Highway, which again is a project that is heavily supported 
and funded by the federal government but which has had poor delivery. The design was effectively going to block 
access from Hale Road for the commuters of Forrestfield. This project is worth a rethink. Again, we look forward 
to the government reconsidering its original plan. Hale Road provides the main access to Tonkin Highway for the 
community of Forrestfield, which has a growing population of 11 000 residents. To deny this community and the 
community of Wattle Grove access to Tonkin Highway would add to travel times, shift volumes of traffic onto 
local roads and lead to poor road safety outcomes. 
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There are a number of issues in the transport portfolio and I could go on and on. It was extraordinary that the 
Shire of Capel put a full-page advertisement in last week’s local paper seeking a meeting with the Minister for 
Transport because it had not been heard. Our regional taxi operators have also had to take extraordinary measures. 
They held their third protest at Parliament today. They wanted to be heard and to have a meeting with the minister. 
I join the taxi operators in being pleased that the minister has finally agreed to meet with this important sector of 
the transport industry in regional Western Australia. They are an important part of our regional communities, in 
the absence of public transport. The issues affecting regional taxis are unique, because they are often the only form 
of transport available in regional WA to seniors and the disabled when they cannot access public transport. In my 
region, the South West Wheels program, which supported disabled persons by providing access, was defunded, so 
taxi services have become even more important. However, since the delivery of the on-demand transport reforms, 
many operators who had provided a dedicated service to people with wheelchairs in regional WA have shut down. 
In fact, plates were handed in for as many as 12 vehicles that had provided dedicated services to wheelchair users—
two in Mandurah, one in Derby, one in Albany, two in Kalgoorlie, two in Bunbury, one in Geraldton and one in 
Broome. That is according to the Western Australian Country Taxi Operators Association, the industry group that 
went to great effort to get a meeting with the minister. It is quite extraordinary that after three years in government, 
it was only today, after three protests, that this group had the opportunity to be heard by the minister. 
I will conclude with some comments about my electorate. I make the statement from the outset that this Premier 
and this government are not governing for all Western Australians. The region of Vasse, which I represent, has quite 
clearly been ignored in consecutive budgets. 
Ms S.F. McGurk interjected. 
Ms L. METTAM: The minister may interject, but I had the benefit of having the Leader of the Opposition in the 
electorate of Vasse just recently, and we heard from community representatives at the youth precinct. The frustration 
that they are feeling, with vulnerable youths visiting the centre, is extraordinary. It is a shocking that there is a lack 
of crisis response to child protection issues being raised. There are issues across the mental health sector as well. 
There is a lack of crisis response in the area of mental health, and the only option is to be supported by a service 
in Bunbury, but people are told that they cannot receive that service because they are not from Bunbury. That 
raises serious concerns about the breakdown in the delivery of crisis response for mental health and child protection 
in regional WA. That is something that I have raised on a number of occasions, and that is why I find it extraordinary 
that the minister has interjected in that way. 
Regarding my electorate, I would like to make a couple of points about the Busselton jetty. The Busselton jetty 
has been around for 155 years. It is a fascinating historical, heritage, tourism, recreation, marine science, community 
and state asset. A unique and successful model operates the tourism business on the jetty. The Busselton Jetty Inc 
is a not-for-profit community based organisation that is licensed by the City of Busselton and returns about 
$1 million per annum from operating surpluses to a jetty maintenance fund administered by the City of Busselton. 
This saves ratepayers and taxpayers significant amounts of money and will alleviate this burden on taxpayers into 
the future, utilising an underwater observatory; train; interpretive centre; and a deep sea pool for divers, snorkelers 
and helmet walkers, including an underwater diving experience. The Busselton jetty is quite extraordinary. It has 
surpassed expectations in what it has been able to deliver on a tourism level. Just last Sunday it hosted WA’s biggest 
ocean swim, the Busselton Jetty Swim, which attracted 3 300 competitors and more than 10 000 visitors. Most 
recently, it was the winner of the premium tourism award in Western Australia, the Sir David Brand Award, which 
is a significant achievement.  
But it has plans to grow bigger. It has been supported by the federal government, which has provided $13 million 
towards a project that will develop an Australian underwater discovery centre at the jetty. This will take Busselton 
jetty to a truly international iconic status. A business case was completed in April 2019 and two-thirds of the 
required $30 million for this project is in place, with $13 million committed as a result of advocacy by Nola Marino 
and the federal government, and $7 million committed by the City of Busselton. To complete the funding package, 
this project has applied for $10 million from the state government’s market-led proposal program, but unfortunately 
that has been delayed. There is concern about the application that was submitted in May 2019 with full and detailed 
documentation; since then it has experienced a series of departmental and ministerial handballs, several requests from 
agencies for information that in several cases had previously been provided several times, and general procrastination.  
The problem is that there is a time line. There has to be significant progress on the project by mid-2022, or the 
project will not go ahead. Thirteen million dollars will be lost to Western Australian tourism if this project does 
not proceed. If that happens, it will be a huge lost opportunity for the state to demonstrate to Australia and the 
world that we have the unique and iconic tourist attractions that the market demands. The other aspect of this is 
that with these improvements, Busselton jetty will become fully sustainable by generating the extra funds required 
for the jetty’s maintenance in perpetuity, relieving taxpayers and ratepayers of this burden. I hope to see some 
positive support for the south west from the WA tourism industry and the state government in the very near future, 
by taking this great opportunity to join the funding partnership to enhance the Busselton jetty experience. I urge 
all ministers with a role in this market-led proposal to get behind Busselton jetty’s great plans for a future that will 
boost tourism numbers with experiences to save the public purse. 
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MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [5.35 pm]: I rise to give my response to the Premier’s Statement. While the member 
for South Perth is in the chamber with his tissues, I want to recognise his contribution. 

Mr J.E. McGrath: I haven’t gone yet! 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I know he has not gone yet, but he was talking as though he was on the way through! 

I want to recognise his contribution, certainly in the sport and recreation portfolio, which I am the spokesperson 
for in the Nationals WA. I am very passionate about that. Further to the member’s comments about the transport 
situation, I stay in South Perth when Parliament is on, and in years to come, when I am sitting there as the traffic 
backs up from the corner of Labouchere Road and Mill Point Road, I will think of the member for South Perth. 
I hope it does not progress that way for too long. Of course, I will always have the John McGrath Pavilion in 
South Perth to drive past to remember him by. I just thought I would say those few words. As I said, the sport and 
recreation portfolio is one close to my heart. 

Today I wold like to talk mainly about a long hard summer in the electorate of Roe. It has been a summer that 
most of us would like to forget, to be honest. Whether it has been issues in the Esperance region or bushfires right 
throughout the whole electorate, it has been quite an upsetting summer for most of my constituents. I will run 
through some of those things, along with some of my portfolio elements, if I get that opportunity later. Firstly, the 
Minister for Fisheries spoke today about the shark attack in Esperance when, unfortunately, Gary Johnson was 
attacked. My sympathies go to his family. The attack was on Cull Island on 5 January. Gary was a much loved 
member of the Esperance community. He worked up right through to the great southern in his role at Farmers Centre. 
It was a most unfortunate incident and our sympathies go to his family. I am pleased to see that the Minister for 
Fisheries has taken some action. I am pleased that he rang me that night and he moved to take some action and 
increase the number of receivers and warning towers and so forth in the Esperance area. I congratulate the new 
Minister for Fisheries on that. We also had a drowning victim, Eric Birighitti, who was unfortunately washed off 
the rocks on Twilight Beach. My sympathies also go to his family. He was a promising athlete who attended 
Aquinas College in Perth and will certainly be missed by his family and friends.  

On a positive note, in Esperance we had the opening of a new Lucky Bay brewery, by Nigel Metz and Robyn Cail, 
in a new location. It was certainly fantastic to see how well patronised the brewery was over that period. Lucky Bay 
Brewing pioneered the creation of beers using up to 75 per cent raw barley. They can use barley sourced directly 
from local farmers around Esperance and the great southern region. It was quite unique to see the way in which 
they got the brewery up and running so quickly. I certainly congratulate them. 

Unfortunately, as we know, it was the summer of fires. The first was the Cascade fire, which started on 16 November. 
Then we had the Forrestania fire, which was started by lightning strike on 4 December. That fire closed down the 
operations of Western Areas Nickel for some two days. Then, of course, we move on to the Balladonia fires, which 
were first reported on 16 December, and then, as we know, continued for many days. In total, the fires ended up 
burning out several hundred thousand hectares and, along with the Norseman fire, forced the closure of Eyre Highway 
for 12 days. After that, I think what we need to do—I am sure the member for Kalgoorlie is all over it—is have 
a bit of a think about how we deal with this region in particular. We are certainly proposing that there potentially 
should be a firebreak of up to 100 metres on either side of Eyre Highway. It is unacceptable that the main highway 
from the eastern states was closed for 12 days. To me, it is also unacceptable that a lot of our fruit, vegetables and 
so forth are being transported from the eastern states; they should be coming from Western Australia. I think that 
is another thing that needs to be looked at, but that is a side issue. As far as I am concerned, we need a 100-metre 
firebreak on either side of the highway, and much more effort should be made to escort vehicles through. We seem 
to have this idea that we will close the road because it is too dangerous and then no-one looks at it again for another 
few days. We need to work a lot harder in that area. I know that there was an escort through at about four or five 
o’clock one morning, but we could do aerial surveillance to check out the road and what is happening with the 
smoke and get those vehicles through. I think the Department of Fire and Emergency Services and others need to 
work a bit harder in future to open those roads and get transport happening. 

Obviously, the Norseman fire created disruption for the whole area. We had the fire that closed Lucky Bay for 
two days, with campers evacuated on Boxing Day. That fire burnt out over 3 000 hectares. On 20 December, there 
was another fire in the Nuytsland Nature Reserve, which is part of the Cape Arid National Park. It was contained 
on 1 January, but an estimated 49 000 hectares was burnt, including approximately 6 000 hectares of western ground 
parrot habitat. I see that the Minister for Environment is behind the Chair talking to the Minister for Local Government. 
We have written to the minister to tell him that there are potentially only 150 western ground parrots left in 
Western Australia and that habitat is really under threat now; we need to look at that. The Forrestania area was 
affected on 8 February and we had the Dundas fire as well. 

That was the fire scenario in the Esperance region. It was massive. Then, to top it off, on 9 January, the Activ Foundation 
decided that it was closing in Esperance, which really deflated residents in Esperance and those families affected. 
For some reason, which I still have not been able to get to the bottom of, Activ Foundation decided that it was not 
the most suitable provider of disability services in Esperance. The Activ board approved the decision and it is 
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basically signing off on 31 March. My question to them is: why Esperance? Why was that location picked, because 
the foundation was doing a good job and a lot of families were using the service? There are two locations. We 
have a residential component, which I think four people live in; it is a fantastic set up. Then of course we have the 
Sheldon Road property, where a lot of the clientele would go during the day and activities such as lawn mowing 
and gardening services go out from that location. It is such a fantastic service, and I really question why Activ has 
done that. I congratulate Mrs May Read and Mrs Lorraine Thomas, who founded the service in the early 1970s. 

There are two buildings left that the Activ Foundation theoretically owns, but, quite frankly, the community actually 
purchased. The community made many donations for the purchase of those properties and equipment, and now we 
have a conundrum whereby the service is departing the scene and may be thinking that it can sell those properties, 
when, in fact, the community has contributed so much to them. I certainly compliment the Shire of Esperance and 
new president Ian Mikel for moving in straightaway and calling a community meeting to talk to the community 
about what is happening. I think the shire will look at what will happen to these buildings and the community 
contribution. I do not think Activ Foundation, quite frankly, has the right to sell those buildings outright. 

With that, I will leave my discussion of the Esperance area, and make some more general comments about the 
Roe electorate. Obviously, we are facing one of the driest times in the Roe electorate’s history. I again call on the 
Minister for Water to look at reinstating the farm water rebate scheme. The minister is doing a great job trying to 
criticise the federal government, because, as I said earlier, it took back $1.35 million because his Department of 
Water could not get the applications processed in time. The department had much more than $1.35 million worth 
of applications, but it could not process them in time, and the federal government took the money back; it is 
now supplying another round of funding for next year. But the minister has been out during the summer, on the 
Country Hour, criticising the federal government for not supplying the money when he has pulled out over 
$20 million from the farm water rebate scheme. The farm water rebate scheme supplies up to $20 000 to farmers 
and other ag people to put in water infrastructure—well, it did under the previous government under the royalties 
for regions program. That encourages farmers, including me—I was one of the recipients, because I decided to build 
more tanks to become independent of, or less dependent on, the Harris River Dam and so forth. It is a constructive 
way of taking pressure off our water resources. We have a minister who is out and about, criticising the federal 
government, when he has pulled money out of the state program, which I find quite bizarre. 

Mr W.R. Marmion: It had good probity amounts, too, didn’t it? 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Excellent. One had to be audited; the whole package. It was a good sequence and very well done. 
I am really disappointed. The Minister for Water pointed out recently that he will be spending up to $11 million 
shifting water around the south west and the wheatbelt. Obviously, that is necessary, and I compliment Tracy Calvert 
from the Department of Water, who has been instrumental in doing that. She is working hard to make sure that all 
farmers have enough stock water et cetera, but surely we also need to focus on asking and getting our farmers and 
shires to clean up their catchments, improve their dams and get it happening so that when we do have the rain, we 
can maximise our water run-off. This is another reason the farm water rebate scheme is so important.  

The Water Corporation is now trying to dump its assets on the shires around the wheatbelt. It is trying to handball 
the agricultural area and other Water Corp dams that it has not maintained off to the shires and say, “Look, can 
you look after our assets? We don’t want to maintain them, but we’ll give them to you and you can maintain them.” 
What about actually looking after its assets, improving the catchments and improving the dams, and then maybe 
handing them over to the shires to maintain them? It is the same with the standpipe situation. It has cut the fittings 
back from 50 and 80 millimetres to 25 millimetres. A 25-millimetre fitting will cost $2.50 a kilolitre, but a 50 to 
80-millimetre fitting will cost $8.50 a kilolitre. It is exactly the same water out of the same pipe but over three 
times the price. Then it is also getting the shires to look after its accounting, so now it has gone up to over $10 in 
some shires because they are having to do the administration work for the Water Corp. This is quite a bizarre situation. 
A lot of the shires have now actually locked up their standpipes so that people cannot get to them. They do not 
want people coming in because the shire will get charged for the water, so they have padlocked most of their 
standpipes, and this puts us in jeopardy when we have fires. 

Flowing on from that water issue is the drought funding. There is extreme disappointment in my electorate and 
in adjoining electorates about the lack of drought funding and lack of concern by this government for our people 
in places like the southern rangelands. I am sure the members for Kalgoorlie and North West Central are all 
over this one. After severe duress, the only contribution that this government has made is $25 000 for fuel for the 
Farmers Across Borders hay run that went up from Esperance the other week. I cannot believe there has been no 
sympathy, empathy or anything else shown by this government for those people in the southern rangelands for 
how hard they are doing it. I congratulate Farmers Across Borders for the work that it has done. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: That is one point I want to make. Another I want to talk about—I spoke about it during 
question time today—is the 40 000-hectare fire in the Stirling Range that started on Boxing Day. That has 
devastated Stirling Range National Park. Over 30 000 people visit Bluff Knoll a year and over 80 000 people visit 
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Stirling Range National Park, and it is absolutely essential that this government becomes fully aware of the 
devastation that has happened to our regional businesses down there. I was there about 10 days ago. The businesses 
surrounding Stirling Range National Park are really doing it hard. 

I wrote to the Minister for Environment, because the Bluff Knoll track needs to be rebuilt and it can only be done 
by hand. We had two or three people up there doing their best, carrying sleepers up on their back and the whole 
package. I spoke to the Minister for Environment and, to his credit, he is diverting other resources from around 
the state. I think the pressure put on him by owners who were on the radio and other people, including myself, 
has hopefully had an impact. Well done to him, because that Bluff Knoll track is so important to tourism in that 
whole region. 

Another issue mystifies me. I asked the Premier today: why has our Minister for Emergency Services not put in 
a request to the federal Minister for Agriculture, Drought and Emergency Management, with all the postcodes that 
have been affected in Western Australia, to give them some relief from the Australian Taxation Office and for 
emergency grants for business? Here we go—for all our eastern states businesses, we have seen the coverage of 
the eastern states bushfires. “Let’s help our businesses. We have to be open for business.” Put those postcodes in 
so the relief can be granted. Here we go—our Minister for Emergency Services cannot seem to be bothered to put 
that paperwork in. We checked with the federal minister as of lunchtime today, before I asked my question. Not 
one place in Western Australia has been listed for that emergency management. The last listing we had was in 
February 2017 for the floods in and around the Ravensthorpe–Lake Grace area. The minister needs to lift his game. 
That is why I asked that question today. 

I will just talk briefly about the Katanning fire, which I was involved in for three days last week. It was quite 
a frightening fire. It started on Friday at about 11 o’clock and went through probably about 3 000 hectares of 
farmland on the Friday. We eventually managed to get it under control with the assistance of many volunteers and 
the water bombers. Unfortunately, on the Saturday, we had another 40-degree day with 40 kilometre-an-hour 
winds and it came up again, broke the containment lines and ended up threatening the town. In fact, I thought at 
one stage we were going to lose maybe 30 or 40 houses on the edge of town. We lost one house, unfortunately, in 
town; we lost another one or two out in the farmland. We have lost 80 kilometres of rural fencing, along with a lot 
of other sheds and outbuildings, hundreds of livestock and 50 power poles, and we had quite a lot of power outages 
right through Saturday and Sunday. Once again, this issue of communication and the ability to communicate during 
those fires came up, because when our towers are under threat, we lose power and we do not have the right battery 
backup for our Telstra towers et cetera, and we cannot communicate with each other. We now have the situation 
in which Western Power is saying, “Don’t rely on us in an emergency” and Telstra is saying, “Don’t rely on us in 
an emergency”, so what do we do? The Great Southern Highway was closed for four days. What I can say is that 
all the community, the surrounding shires, the emergency services, the volunteers and the Shire of Katanning under 
the leadership of Liz Guidera did a fantastic job in helping get that fire out and helping to support. I give full credit 
to everyone who was involved. It is quite amazing. The other day, one of my constituents, Jocelyn McLennan, 
raised the lack of coverage from our news services. She was focusing on the Channel Seven and WA news scenario. 
When we have these fires, many families around Western Australia are worried about what is going on and what 
is happening to their families. We seem to be very focused on the eastern states situation with their fires and now 
their floods, but what about having a bit of a think about improving our news services on some of the fires that are 
happening at a more local level? 

We got some coverage from the ABC, which was good, but I would like to emphasise that an improvement 
is required. 

I will move on to some of my shadow portfolios. My main portfolio is education. As I spoke about before, we 
were very disappointed with the attitude of this Labor government towards regional education. In December 2017, 
it slashed and burnt $64 million worth of regional education. It is quite a contrast to the start of the Premier’s Statement. 
He said that the government believes that every child in Western Australia should receive a good education. There 
you go—that was a great example! In December 2017, the Schools of the Air, Moora Residential College, the 
agricultural college trust fund—which we are still fighting for—the boarding away from home allowance, and 
VacSwim were slashed and burnt. The government received pushback from our regional residents. They were 
fantastic. I cannot compliment enough the likes of the members of the Country Women’s Association who came out 
in force. It was the first time in 95 years that they had protested. That demonstrated to the Premier and, hopefully, 
members opposite the value that people of regional Western Australia put on their kids and their kids’ education. 
Sometimes families are located in places where they cannot help but use Schools of the Air or send their kids to 
a boarding school because they are on a station 500 kilometres away from Meekatharra. The government needs to 
think clearly before it makes decisions of that nature in the future. I hope that has made an impact on its mindset. 
I agree that we only get one opportunity to educate our children and some of the things happening in our schools 
worry me at times. I want to take this opportunity to express my thanks to the director general and the deputy 
director general of the Department of Education. On occasion, they have helped me with issues in schools around 
my electorate, and parents and families have been very thankful for that support. 
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I spoke about the sports and recreation portfolio before with the member for South Perth. I think it was great that 
he brought up KidSport, which was an initiative of “Tuck” Waldron, my predecessor. I think that was a fantastic 
initiative to get all our regional and metropolitan kids involved in joining clubs and getting involved in sport. It is 
great for their physical and mental wellbeing. I obviously have a passion for tennis. I have been involved in the 
sport for a long time. I will continue to advocate for the State Tennis Centre at its current site. The member for 
Belmont, who is on my left, knows all about it as it is in her electorate. She and I know the importance of the 
State Tennis Centre to the tennis fraternity in Perth. Many of our juniors train there every morning and every 
afternoon after school. At the moment it appears that the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural 
Industries is trying to push tennis out to Whiteman Park, if that can be believed, to suit the government’s Metronet 
plan. Whiteman Park is miles from where those kids are focused. I will be advocating for the State Tennis Centre 
to stay at the aspirational stadium site. When our metropolitan and regional kids come to the tennis centre, they 
are coming to an aspirational place—a great sporting precinct similar to the Melbourne Cricket Ground and the 
National Tennis Centre in Melbourne. That is the perfect location for tennis in Western Australia. 

I want to talk about another couple of things. Seniors and ageing is another portfolio of mine. We need to keep our 
seniors in their regional towns. We need to keep them close to their families and friends. Our “Ageing in the Bush 
Report” confirmed that the number of people aged over 80 years will double in number by 2025. We need to keep 
looking at resources for our seniors. The independent living initiative, which we funded through royalties for regions, 
was a fantastic initiative. I know that the member for Moore fully agrees with me on that. We had some great projects 
lined up for that, which, unfortunately, have been knocked on the head by the Minister for Regional Development. 

Finally, I want to make a comment about volunteers. There is no better demonstration than what I saw at the 
Katanning fire last weekend. It was great to see all those volunteers out there. It was also great to see our firies, 
people from surrounding shires, our water bombers and the whole package. It had a big impact on me seeing that 
if everyone joins together, we can get those fires under control. Another of my shadow portfolios is multicultural 
interests, which I think of when I see the Katanning Harmony Festival. 

[Quorum formed.] 

MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands) [6.07 pm]: Yesterday we heard from the Premier in what was clearly 
a lacklustre display of leadership with no vision for the future of Western Australia. It is no wonder that 12 months 
ago this week, a push poll was put out by Labor. Members may recall it. It was reported by The Sunday Times 
on 10 February that 41.2 per cent of people were unsure about Premier McGowan as leader of the state of 
Western Australia. It is no wonder that during his Premier’s address yesterday, he tried to talk about the supposed 
achievements of the WA Labor government over the last three years, and skipped over all the backflips, bungles 
and broken promises that he has been at the head of over that same period. It is another example of someone trying 
to recreate history and hoodwink the people of Western Australia, and even this chamber, into thinking that 
something has been achieved when the opposite is much more true. 

We also heard today from the Treasurer who talked about his version of economic history. He went to the Barnett 
Liberal–National government era and tried to pitch all the current state Labor government achievements against 
the achievements of the former government. Again, that is an example of us getting an economic historian as 
opposed to any economic leadership. The fact is that over the last three years the people of Western Australia have 
been let down time and again by this government because it has failed to address the needs of the economy of 
Western Australia. It is completely reliant on a GST return and a royalty return. Members opposite have relied on 
the flat wages growth scenario that has beset the national context to help them in their spending. They have allowed 
all that to take place, but have no economic plan to stimulate the economy and grow real jobs in the domestic 
economy. I will touch on some of that now. Our shadow Treasurer touched on it earlier. 

The fundamental fact is that our constituents are the consumers in our domestic state economy. They have been 
whacked into fiscal submission by ongoing hikes in household fees and charges. That is not how one supports 
consumers to get out there and spend their hard-earned wages on small businesses in and around Perth and in the 
regional centres of Western Australia. The government needs to support consumers, who are its constituents, so 
that they can go out and support the businesses in their communities. That is why throughout this year we will 
alert government backbenchers—members of Parliament sitting on margins of less than six per cent—that their 
government’s failure to address the needs of the economy of Western Australia will be to their detriment. They 
will know that because they will be picking that up in their communities throughout the year in the lead-up to the 
election. That is why we will continue to hold the government to account for the current economic situation in 
Western Australia. I will highlight some of the key points.  

The Australian Bureau of Statistics data for December 2019 had unemployment at 5.6 per cent. Significantly, it 
showed that unemployment in WA had been higher than the national rate for 54 months in a row, including the 
national rate of 5.1 per cent in December 2019. We also must recall that unemployment was 5.8 per cent in 
April 2017—a 0.2 per cent difference from when this government came into power compared with today. The 
Premier and Treasurer are saying that this is a monumental success—it is not. The people of Western Australia know 
that because over 80 000 people are unemployed, over 130 000 people are underemployed and youth unemployment 
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is sitting—as the member for Carine mentioned earlier—at around 14.3 per cent, which is up three per cent from 
six months ago; it is going in the wrong direction. The unemployment situation has not improved substantially 
under this government and its commitment to jobs is just smoke and mirrors. It puts out media releases but people 
in the communities know that it is not getting the economy to move in the right direction. 

In Perth’s northern suburbs, where a lot of Labor seats sit, we essentially have an unemployment crisis. Residents 
in Perth’s north-east have to wait 25.9 weeks before any of them have a chance of getting a job, and in the 
north-west the wait is 22.5 weeks They are facing the longest job queues in the state with search times more than 
tripling over the past six years. Again, this government says that it is reversing things but it is not; it is getting 
worse. If we prepare ourselves to try to address this unemployment problem, then part of that preparation has to 
be about growing the number of tradies in Western Australia, yet net migration to other states has been going 
backwards in Western Australia. The March quarter 2019 figures show that 1 142 Western Australians headed 
east. In the June quarter, 1 023 headed east whereas the Queensland figures went up by 5 175 and 5 423 respectively, 
and Victoria went up by 3 518 and 2 436. The Australian population needs jobs, and they will be mobile if it means 
that their household is going to hurt by staying in Western Australia. This government has offered them no vision 
for the future for them to say, “Let’s weather this storm because we can see that this government has a vision and 
we believe in that vision. We’re going to stay in Western Australia and jump on board with a job when it becomes 
available because I want my family to stay here in WA.” They are not doing that. They are leaving in droves and 
this government has not addressed that issue. It has not even put out a press release to say how it will address that 
issue. We keep seeing media and press releases that are just bells and whistles attached to little announcements of 
little economic consequence to growing jobs and growing the economy of Western Australia. As Bill Clinton 
famously said, “It’s the economy, stupid.” This government has simply not got that right; it has ignored it.  

I have talked about the tradie shortage. There is a significant tradie shortage in the eastern states, which means 
people are attracted over there because they will get a job. If we do not have construction occurring here, then we 
will lose tradies to the east because they will move to where they know they will get a job. It is as simple as that. 
This government could have embarked upon economic infrastructure projects. One that we have talked about for 
the last three years is Roe 8 and Roe 9, a key piece of economic infrastructure that was part of that Roe Highway 
road network circling the city of Perth. It was designed in the 1960s. It has never been any secret that we should 
have a road network system that enables freight to get around the city and out to where it needs to be as quickly 
and efficiently as possible to avoid having freight traffic and the normal “mums and dads” traffic clashing on busy 
roads such as we have on Leach Highway and High Road in Fremantle.  

In the property market, the CoreLogic home value index is pretty damning of the situation in Western Australia, 
and Perth more specifically. It lists the top and bottom 10 subregions for annual change in dwelling values. I will 
read the bottom eight or nine. At the bottom is Mandurah with minus 8.9 per cent followed by Darwin with 
minus 8.1 per cent and then it is all Perth: Perth inner is minus 6.3; Perth south west is minus 5.8; Perth north west 
is minus 5.6; Perth south east is minus 5.6; and Perth north east is minus 3.8. It then lists Adelaide central coast 
and Adelaide city and goes all the way up to Melbourne at the top. All the top areas have 8.4 per cent and upwards 
to as high as 16.2 per cent. We are in the red and getting worse. What is the solution from the state government? 
What is the vision from Premier McGowan and Treasurer Wyatt for how they will address the property market 
situation? We know what they did during the last three years, and that did not help it. They decided to hike up 
household fees and charges, put in a seven per cent surcharge tax on foreign investment, and scrap the regional 
migration scheme. That resulted in overseas families not wanting to buy a unit for their kids to stay in while they 
studied at one of our universities in Perth. We had the double whammy of a reduced demand in our housing and 
construction sector and a reduced demand for our places at universities, which is one of the most important export 
sectors of the Western Australian economy. The economies over east in places like Victoria, New South Wales 
and Queensland are all improving. It is almost like Labor came into power with a rear-view mirror of how it would 
lead this government. That rear-view mirror was all about focusing on just us. It has literally spent three years 
talking about us when the people of Western Australia voted Labor in so that it could focus on them and talk about 
what it was going to do to support them. The government has wasted its three years. Now it is thinking, “Let’s go 
and have a love-in and a talk about that.” It had its love-in at Rottnest—sitting around on the beaches at Rottnest 
is really going to engage with the local community it needs to support! Rottnest is obviously a serious marginal 
seat for the Labor Party—it is unbelievable! At least the member for Cottesloe’s constituents can look at it, but 
I do not think the constituents in the eastern, northern and southern suburbs of Perth, which are all red at the moment, 
are going to think too kindly of the Labor Party having its love-in, one year out from an election, at Rottnest. 

Mr M.P. Murray: What about you guys? You went to the south west and never even bothered coming to Collie 
but complained about it over the phone.  

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: The member for Collie–Preston talks about Collie and that is good—he loves his electorate 
and he has announced his retirement—but I understand that the members wrote fluffy little nice things about each 
other during their love-in.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: That is complete and utter fiction.  
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Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: That was rubbish, but it was reported — 

Ms M.M. Quirk: It was reported in The West Australian and is complete fiction.  

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: Was it complete fiction? I am just going on what I read.  

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Members! Member for Carine! 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: It is probably for the best that it was fiction. If they were given the opportunity to write 
some stuff, I would love to see what they wrote on the former Minister for Fisheries. I would really love to see 
what was written on his little report card from his colleagues. I do not think it would be pretty because he was the 
only minister to be sacked from a portfolio in the last three years, which is some effort considering the huge 
backflips done in the first 18 months by the Minister for Education and Training. If anybody deserved to be sacked 
for incompetence back then, it would have been the Minister for Education and Training. She managed to get away 
with it, but the Minister for Fisheries did not. Clearly, there are some power struggles going on in the Labor Party 
with regard to who is who, how much power people have, and who gets to survive the ministry, even though they 
are clearly not up to the job. That is what we saw from the Minister for Fisheries over the summer. 

The people of Western Australia watch that. Even though they might not be that interested in the crayfish industry, 
for example, if it is not specifically related to them, they notice how it impacts on workers and industries. The 
government made a great effort to disturb the microeconomic aspect of fisheries with a minister who was not 
prepared to talk to the key stakeholders. He upset them all so badly that there was a complete breakdown in the 
relationship between the minister and the key stakeholders in his portfolio and the Premier had to remove him. 
That was an atrocious display of ministerial conduct with the stakeholders, and the sacking of that minister from his 
portfolio is probably the only thing that this side of the chamber thinks the Premier has actually done well with.  

We have seen many, many other bungles. We do not have to think too far back to the Barry Urban affair. It was 
not so much Barry Urban himself and what happened, it was more the way it was managed and handled by the 
Premier’s office and its spin machine. Its constant denials and cover-ups and regauging how the story was going to 
be spun made people shake their heads. A bungled preselection process by Labor in the lead-up to the by-election 
resulted in that incident. The net result was that—on household fees and charges in which the government had 
been cruelly damaging household budgets—we romped it in with a 9.3 per cent swing, with an outstanding candidate 
in the member for Darling Range, because the people had already had enough of the government’s lack of economic 
focus to support them and the state. That is what happened. 

The government members have now just had their love-in, and, no doubt, they would have been asking themselves, 
as they were white boarding or whatever: what are the big concerns for us leading into the March 2021 election? 
The biggest issue confronting the government is that it has done nothing. It has said it was going to do a lot, but it 
has done nothing. The government has done some social reengineering. We have seen a lot of that, and it has spent 
a lot of time on that, but it has not done what is fundamentally important to every household in Western Australia, 
and that is to make sure that they have a secure household, secure jobs and that there is a vision for Western Australia 
that will provide their children with secure jobs. Families in Western Australia, believe it or not, want their kids 
to stay in WA. They want their kids to enjoy the best lifestyle in the world, which we have here in WA—
a magnificent climate and coastline, and schools and health facilities that we built. They want them to enjoy all of 
that. They do not want to lose their kids to Victoria, New South Wales or Queensland, where they may end up 
marrying other young people from those states and then they are lost to this state forever because they stay over there. 

Mr M.P. Murray: I’ve got a couple of great grandkids over there. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: That is probably a personal issue for the member over there to deal with. 

The fact is that if we do not grow our population and have a vision for Western Australia that supports people 
staying here, the state is going to struggle. As we have just seen with one event, the coronavirus in China, we now 
have threatened markets in Western Australia. If we put all of our eggs in one basket, this is what happens. If we 
do not diversify our economy to make sure that if something goes wrong in the mines sector in which the biggest 
client that we have for iron ore might suddenly decide that it does not need to build any more steel, or the client to 
the crayfish industry says, “Well, we can’t import any crayfish anymore, because people aren’t walking down to 
the shops to buy any”, it impacts on us directly. Every single member in this house has constituents who rely on 
jobs, so what has the government done to diversify the Western Australian economy and to genuinely link jobs growth 
to a vision for Western Australia that the people of Western Australia are going to believe in? I am not seeing it at 
all. There have been some great visionaries in Australia’s political history over the last 100 years. Admittedly, they 
are probably few and far between, but when the economy is down and constituencies are doing it tough, we do not 
play around with fancy bells-and-whistles media releases, which do not attach themselves to actually growing the 
state. We roll our sleeves up, work out how to build industries, work out how to get the private sector involved 
and we do something about it. Much more needs to be done about that. Investment has gone down considerably. 
In fact, Western Australia had $5.3 billion of building activity in the pipeline in the June quarter 2019, which was 
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$6.3 billion during the same quarter in 2018. That is a $1 billion drop in infrastructure investment and building 
activity in the pipeline. Where in the Premier’s Statement did he talk about what he is going to do to address that? 
I did not hear it, and I know the government members did not hear it either. 
I know that the government has done certain things to try to address the Western Australian economy—for 
example, with the direct flights from Japan and China. I think the direct flights are great, but the government has 
to do something for the tourists when they get here. It is all well and good to get people to go out and have selfies 
with quokkas. The other day I noticed that on St Georges Terrace and Adelaide Terrace that there were big pictures 
of quokkas—come and look at me! That is all well and good, but if we have these direct flights from Japan landing 
in Perth because these people want to go to have a look at a quokka, how do they get accommodation during the 
peak period of summer? We have a system at Rottnest Island that means tourists have to book accommodation and 
pay for it two years in advance. How is that going to help the tourism industry? It is not. The government is not 
thinking it through. It just thinks, “Oh, we’ll just throw up a pretty picture of a quokka with our minister and we’ve 
got direct flights. Look how good we are!” It is the product at the end of the marketing effort that is important, and 
the government has done nothing with the product, but we did. We sunk the railway line. We built Elizabeth Quay. 
We promoted Perth and Western Australia. We built the stadium. We built the hotels with the private sector. We 
got things done to attract people here so that when they came here they had something to do and something to see. 
Mrs L.M. Harvey: And we booked the events for the state. 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: We booked the events. What has the government done? The government has to stop 
spinning yarns in media releases, roll its sleeves up and build what is required to satisfy what it is trying to achieve. 
It is all well and good for the Treasurer and the Premier to say, “No, no, we’re not going to do any spending, 
because we want to have budget surpluses.” That is fine, but come up with an alternative. What is the government 
doing to attract the private sector to come in to do the investing? I have not seen any of that. Where is the private 
sector investment in growing our economy? 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Extension granted. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: You kept me in suspense, Mr Acting Speaker. 
Where is that effort? It is critically important that the state has a plan to grow jobs. There was no better example of 
a bit of spin in that first year than the ridiculous local jobs bill that the Premier put out a media release for. Do members 
remember that one? The Premier came in saying, “I’m creating this jobs bill so that only Western Australians will 
get jobs on state government projects.” Again, he was trying to hoodwink the Western Australian people into 
believing that he could do something with that type of bill, when we knew that under the Australia–New Zealand 
agreement that that bill would not and could not stand up. We knew that a key definition that had to be in that bill, 
which we found and which we told him about during consideration in detail, was that a “local” still meant any person 
from any state in Australia and New Zealand. That is what a “local employee” means under the definition of the bill 
in which the Premier went out saying, “This is it. We’ve created a bill for jobs for Western Australians—that’s it!” 
But the piece of legislation itself had that definition in it. The government could push that big media machine to get 
it out in The West Australian or The Sunday Times or the nightly news. It could get a headline, but the results do 
not float because it is all spin. There is no substance to it, and that is what the people are starting to wake up to.  
I know that people on the government bench are concerned, because it does not take a huge amount nowadays in 
these political times for people to change their mind about a government. We have seen it happen around the globe. 
If people think they will not succeed under the government they have, they will change their vote at the ballot box. 
The government knows that and we know that. We have seen several examples of that occur over east, and it has 
come close to happening over here. That is what will happen in March 2021. Each of us on this side of the chamber 
will hold the government to account on the one thing the government has failed on—the economy. Then we will 
hold it to account, as we have been doing, on the bungles, muck-ups and backflips that have occurred in the various 
portfolios. We will continue to show the people of Western Australia that the government is not organised and has 
not done its homework. Another example of that is the Labor Party went into the 2017 election campaign saying 
it would build an inner-city college. Remember that? It wanted to build it in Northbridge where parents could not 
park and the children would have to flood out onto the streets. If children who had music lessons rolled out at 
5.30 pm in winter, it would be pretty dark. Parents of year 7s whose children were 12 or 13 did not want their 
children rolling on to the streets of Northbridge. That was a real concern, but the government said no. It knew it 
had land elsewhere that it could have used, including at City Beach in my electorate, but the government said that 
it would not touch that. It realised it had a problem on its hands and so it repurposed Perth Modern School as 
a general intake school. The government said it would build an academic excellence school somewhere else in 
a high-rise building but there was a backlash to that. It was as though the government spent a weekend whiteboarding 
and it decided to build the school on the old Subiaco Oval site, and away it went. That is the level of detail the 
government went to in order to address the need for another high school because of the increase in demand, 
particularly in the western suburbs. I reckon the government had a weekend of ideas and whiteboarding and decided 
that is what it would do. The department then had to run around and quickly make it work. The government cut 
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the ribbon on Bob Hawke College last week or the week before and claimed a great victory: “Look at Bob Hawke 
College.” However, the people do not forget how much bungling and nonsense and how many backflips went on 
over that situation and they will hold the government accountable. I think sometimes the McGowan Labor 
government treats people like they are silly. 

We have talked in this place on various amendments to the Premier’s Statement about a lot of the projects the 
government has opened that have been ours. The government has not done or opened anything new or of any 
substance. One thing the shadow Treasurer pointed out earlier was that there are smoke and mirrors attached to 
the jobs figures that the government has put out. An article by Josh Zimmerman in The West Australian of 
2 September 2019 titled “Half of new jobs in-house” states — 

Premier Mark McGowan promised to create 50,000 new jobs ahead of the 2017 election, before upping 
that pledge to 150,000 in February. 

Now, research from KPMG has found that while public sector employees comprise just 14 per cent of 
the WA workforce, they have been responsible for 59 per cent of all employment growth over the past 
two years. 

My takeaway from that is that the government is fabricating jobs to try to push up the statistics. However, it is 
failing to fundamentally address aggregate demand in the local economy. Most of the supply side is provided by 
the private sector, which looks at the marginal efficiency of capital return before it makes any investment. With 
consumer demand being down, the private sector will not invest. The government is putting almost everything on 
supply-side economics, which is almost non-existent because the government has not done anything about aggregate 
demand. Those who recall their economics studies will know that the components of aggregate demand are consumer 
spending, investment spending, government spending and net exports. It is pretty simple, but the government is 
not doing anything about it. As I said earlier, on the net export front, the government might attract visitors to the 
state on the one hand but it does not provide them with anything at this end to hold on to in order for the state to 
do well. Addressing aggregate demand is critically important. As the Leader of the Opposition pointed out in her 
speech, there is no better example of that than the chief economist of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of 
Western Australia and former economic adviser to the Treasurer who left the Treasurer’s office and, within 24 hours, 
started bagging the government for its poor economic management. It was not us doing it; it was the government’s 
senior economic adviser to the state Treasurer, who had been with him for some years. The Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry of Western Australia had been telling the government nonstop for some time that it had to address 
the demand-side economics of Western Australia. The government cannot completely rely on taxes and charges 
and windfalls from GST and iron ore royalties to get by, because that stuff ultimately does not end up working in 
the local economy. It might prop up our state final demand in terms of the aggregate figures for the economy of 
Western Australia, but it does not translate across to how it is impacting on household budgets. The government has 
done nothing about that. It has literally left that completely alone. That is a real shame, because it needs to do more. 

To wrap up, for the next 12 to 14 months the Liberal opposition is going to hold the government to account on its 
failures with the economy of Western Australia. We will be relentless. The government now has to try to put in 
place measures that we both know cannot take effect for some time because of the J-curve—it will be in the later 
stages of this year at best, or early next year. The government has to hope that its sales pitch for a future beyond 
the March 2021 election will help it. We will hold the government to account for that throughout this year. We 
will hold it to account for its failures, as I did today when the Minister for Corrective Services said that an escapee 
is not a security breach. I mean, that is just ridiculous! We will hold the government to account on every portfolio 
in which mistakes are made, because the people of Western Australia deserve a government that actually does the 
job properly and will grow the economy of Western Australia for them. 

MS L.L. BAKER (Maylands — Deputy Speaker) [6.37 pm]: I would like to start my address in reply to the 
Premier’s Statement by drawing on the experience of thought leaders nominated by WA’s primary industry sector. 
I will be referring to my notes. I apologise if that disturbs any members, but this is generally one of the opportunities 
when one can do that. There are a lot of statistics, which I am loath to get incorrect. Given that the last time I made 
a speech in this house on this subject I was horribly misquoted by the media, I will stick with the facts, as I always 
tend to do. 

I am going to talk about food and how we can leverage innovation from our farming sector in Western Australia 
to sustainably feed the planet into the next century. It is a big and complex task and we have to explore challenges 
and opportunities so that we can respond in a way that cares for the planet and for the people, plants and animals 
on it. When I spoke in this place back in 2019 in this debate, some of my colleagues from the farming sector claimed 
that they had no knowledge of research completed in this field, so I have a bibliography that is three pages long and 
with some 30 references. If anybody does want it, it is here, and they are most welcome to get a copy of it. I know 
that I cannot lay it on the table, but it is here, so just ask me. This is about exploring the potential for the food and 
agribusiness sectors in Western Australia and seizing the opportunities that are emerging from forecast global food 
trends. I will deal with this in the context of climate change; challenges with land management; food security, 
traceability and provenance; food wastage; and biodiversity—and all in 20 minutes. I hope members are impressed!  
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I start by saying that jobs and job creation are central to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to 
Western Australia. We have heard a lot about that in members’ speeches from various perspectives. I refer to 
a November 2019 report from the Food Alliance WA and Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
“Trust in Primary Production” project—this little creature that I am holding up. It is only a slight document, as 
members can see; a good doorstop. The report states that farming and fishing employs 183 600 people across WA. 
Furthermore, WA agribusiness is projected to grow 10 per cent faster than the national GDP. There are 8 400 farming 
businesses and 14 500 agriculture-related businesses in WA. According to an Australian Farm Institute–Farmers 
for Climate Action report in 2019, food consumption in Australia will be almost 90 per cent more than it was in 
2000. According to the Western Australian Farmers Federation, Australian farmers are leaders in adapting to 
climate change. The federal Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade points out that Australia is exporting its 
innovative approach to agriculture. 
Agribusiness in WA is responding to the significant economic, agricultural and environmental challenges presented 
by climate change. The minister responsible for the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development, 
Hon Alannah MacTiernan, has shaped an agenda for the twenty-first century that is balanced and yet encourages 
innovation to meet future global realities. 
In December 2019, Hon Alannah MacTiernan announced the go-ahead for human induced regeneration carbon 
farming on WA pastoral leases for the first time in this state’s history. Carbon farming may include changing 
breeds of livestock, switching from set stock grazing to rotational grazing, adjusting stocking rates and spreading 
water points. Proponents can submit offset reports to the Clean Energy Regulator and claim Australian Carbon 
Credit Units. Human induced regeneration carbon farming provides a funding mechanism for regeneration of the 
degraded southern rangeland. The minister will champion carbon farming for the multiple benefits it holds for WA, 
including increased diversification of income from agriculture and improved rangeland environmental conditions.  
The McGowan government has announced a $10 million renewable hydrogen fund, which will provide grants to 
industry to support feasibility studies and pilot projects, as well as working on regulatory issues and standards. 
Renewable hydrogen is a low emissions technology for the future, used in transport, energy storage and as an 
industrial feedstock. Renewable hydrogen presents WA with opportunities to accelerate emissions reduction, 
diversify our economy, support innovation and create new long-term job opportunities, particularly in the regions. 
In my speech today, I will be providing ideas for action on the opportunities for growth and innovation in the food 
and agribusiness sectors. I want to focus on opportunities arising from exponential growth in consumer demand 
for plant-based and other non-animal proteins. So that I am not misquoted or misinterpreted in the media, this is 
not about the demise of the animal protein sector. Both the plant and animal protein sectors have their challenges 
and growth opportunities. I advocate for sustainable and biodiverse practices in both sectors and note that global 
data shows that animal protein consumer demand will never disappear. Hopefully, everyone got that. 
I want to explore an agri-industry sector that has shown recent high year-on-year growth potential—that is, non-animal 
protein-based food production. This sector has a range of elements, including plant-based proteins; fungi, such as 
mushrooms; algae; and laboratory-grown meat. I will be discussing the challenges and opportunities for plant-based 
food production in WA. 
In July 2019, KPMG Australia, in an article titled “The Australian food, planet, health challenge”, stated that food 
was the single strongest lever to optimise health and environmental sustainability. 
In 2017, the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation’s report “Food and Agribusiness: 
A Roadmap for unlocking value-adding growth opportunities for Australia”, identified five global trends that will 
impact on our food and agricultural sectors. They include severe climate events such as bushfires, flooding and 
rising seas levels; migration due to land degradation and desertification leading to conflicts for water, food and 
land resources; limited and decreasing quality of natural resources; and decreasing biodiversity.  
An ageing global population interested in heath and illness prevention, combined with the focus of millennials and 
gen Xers, provides a huge local and global market for clean, traceable and sustainable food products. Food safety 
and provenance is a growing concern among consumers.  There is an increasing demand for more diverse food 
options that match individual food preferences and lifestyles. Urbanisation and a growing Asian middle class 
wanting provenance and traceability information will impact on food demand. Global market opportunities along 
interconnected food supply chains are increasing, as are the competition, supply and biosecurity shock risks. 
Increasing demand for food and the use of big data and more sophisticated e-commerce platforms are driving the 
creation of leaner, faster, more agile and low-waste value chains. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
stated that “we ignore the interactions between climate change and the land at our peril”. Its report states — 

Human use directly affects more than 70% … of the global, ice-free land surface … Land also plays 
an important role in the climate system. 
… 
Sustainable land management can contribute to reducing the negative impacts of multiple stressors, 
including climate change, on ecosystems and societies … 
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A number of response options such as increased food productivity, dietary choices, food losses, and waste 
reduction can all reduce demand for land conversion, potentially freeing land and creating opportunities. In 
its key findings the IPCC provided a range of challenges to food production. It predicted that the magnitude 
and frequency of extreme weather events would disrupt the stability of food supply across the globe. Droughts 
will become more common and desertification is expected to increase, which could put increasing pressure 
on agricultural sectors, driving up prices and threatening food security. There is a critical need to diversify 
our food systems and build back biodiversity. Global food system emissions, including packaging and 
transport, contribute to 21 per cent and 37 per cent of human-generated greenhouse gas emissions. Supply 
chain management across the food chain has a high magnitude of impact on climate change mitigation. 
Between 25 and 30 per cent of food is wasted globally, including crop waste, transport and store loss, and 
personal waste. It identified that low greenhouse gas–emitting foods such as coarse grains, legumes, fruits 
and vegetables, and nuts and seeds as part of a balanced diet, as well as animal-sourced food that has been 
produced in a resilient and low GHG-emitting way, have a high potential to mitigate climate change and 
generate significant benefits. 

After a two-year research and consultation process that included 50 leaders across 22 Australian organisations 
from industry and the not-for-profit and education sectors, the CSIRO’s “Australian National Outlook 2019” report 
identified a number of challenges that face our future prosperity, and two potential scenarios looking at 2060 as 
the destination point. The first scenario is the negative one. The report states — 

In Slow Decline, Australia drifts into the future. Economic growth, investment and education 
outcomes are all relatively weak. Australia’s economy is increasingly vulnerable to external shocks. 

Cities will sprawl outwards, there will be deepening social divides, housing affordability will remain a concern, 
and trust in institutions will remain low et cetera. The other scenario is the one I want to be with. The CSIRO 
report continues — 

… Australia reaches its full potential. Economic growth remains strong and inclusive as Australian 
companies use technology to move productivity towards the global frontier and create new globally 
competitive, export-facing industries. 
… 

If the world cooperates to limit climate change to 2°C, Australia can go even further and reach ‘net zero’ 
emissions by 2050, driven by significant shifts in land use to carbon plantings. 

That is what I want to be part of. 

Although WA has a range of competitive advantages in the global food market, we have challenges. The 2017 
CSIRO report “Food and Agribusiness” reports on these advantages and disadvantages. I paraphrase from the 
report, which outlines that we have a clean and green food reputation with high safety standards, but we need to 
address that, and that although the clean and green brand may be well regarded, it is not unique or well differentiated 
in the global market at the moment. We are close to a huge Asian market, have a diverse range of agro-ecological 
zones and are counter-seasonal to the Northern Hemisphere. The problems associated are high transport costs, a small 
and geographically dispersed domestic market and no strong connections between producers and processors. 
Australia has a strong agricultural science and research and development sector, which is hindered, though, by poor 
conversion to commercialisation and relatively low business expenditure on R&D. That fact was raised in a couple 
of reports done by political interns for me at the end of last year—one on climate change and the other on farmers’ 
attitudes to food security. I will mention the authors later. 

Our food agribusiness sector has a strong knowledge skills infrastructure base and is globally focused, but we 
are exposed to global fluctuations and complex regulatory agreements. We have a high proportion of small to 
medium-sized enterprises in the agribusiness sector. They are fast and agile and have high innovation potential, but 
it is difficult to generate scale as most are microsize. These five areas are relevant not only to the broader areas of 
food and agribusiness, but also specifically and strongly impact on the burgeoning Australian plant-based protein 
food industry. 

In 2019, the federal government funded an industry-led organisation called Food Innovation Australia Ltd. It 
published projections regarding major demand and supply trends on protein consumption and opportunities for the 
Australian food and agriculture business. It analysed 50 types of protein—animal, fish, plant and non-traditional—
across 11 markets. Its key findings included that in 2018 plant-based proteins accounted for 66 per cent of global 
consumption by humans and are likely to remain the dominant source of supply to 2025. I will say that again: 
plant-based protein will be the dominant source of protein for human consumption. Its analysis excluded protein 
used for animal feed. Plant-based protein is likely to remain the dominant source in volume terms, while meat-based 
protein will be the largest category by value. Drivers of growth in demand for global protein will shift from 
population growth to drivers such as the growing consumer class and urbanisation. Studies show that as income 
rises, people move towards more energy-dense foods. Urbanisation results in more people having greater access 
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to a diverse range of food options. For instance, by 2030, China will become home to an estimated 65 per cent of 
the world’s middle class. By 2025, the global projection for the highest value plant proteins are rice at $20.6 billion, 
wheat at $19.6 billion and beans at $6.1 billion. 

The 2019 CSIRO report provided economic analysis and market sizing for growth opportunities in the Australian 
food business. The value of alternative proteins like plants, fungi, algae and laboratory-grown meat within the 
domestic market in 2013 is projected to be $4.1 billion, with an export market opportunity projected to earn 
$2.5 billion—a total of $6.6 billion to GDP by 2030 and a further $5.4 billion in environmental savings. The market 
for alternative protein is expected to grow at more than double the rate of wholefood in the agribusiness sector. 
CSIRO stated that strong demand for alternative protein is expected to continue, with rising consumer preference 
for sustainable and ethical foods and strong population and income growth in export markets. 

A Deloitte 2019 report titled “Plant-based alternatives: Driving industry M&A” states — 

Despite the rise in the availability of plant-based alternative products, the industry is still in a relatively 
early stage of its lifecycle and therefore offers significant room for further growth. The industry’s global 
reach is expected to be enhanced by new product development and rising consumer demand. 

It also states — 

The growth in the plant-based sector has largely been driven by the mainstream emergence of the 
‘flexitarian’ consumer (people who still consume meat and dairy but seek to reduce the levels they consume), 
as well as increased numbers of vegetarians and vegans, as consumers respond to a combination of 
ethical, environmental and health concerns. 

In 2019, a Deloitte Access Economics report commissioned by Food Frontier focused on sector-specific protein 
alternatives and the plant-based meat sector and its potential in Australia. The findings relating to opportunities 
for agribusiness are very interesting. The report states that the plant-based meat sector is currently worth 
$US150 million in retail and $US30 million in manufacturing, and supports 265 jobs. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Ms L.L. BAKER: It modelled three future scenarios on this industry segment, and the moderate growth model 
forecast a potential $3 billion in retail sales. I say it again: the moderate growth forecast a potential $3 billion in 
retail sales, $1 billion in manufacturing and the creation of 6 000 jobs by 2030. 

The Australian food and agribusiness industry already has many of the intellectual and infrastructure assets to 
become a plant protein powerhouse. While innovative startups will get a slice of the pie, many traditional meat 
producers are taking advantage of the opportunity right now. Tyson Foods was a former investor in Beyond Meat 
and will be rolling out its own plant-based food products in the near future. Danone acquired leading plant-based 
dairy alternative producer Alpro in the purchase of the Whitewave Foods Company in 2017, for a value in excess 
of £9 billion. This deal was Danone’s largest acquisition since 2007 and offers a fast way to gain significant market 
share in the growing market. Other food giants such as Nestlé, Congara and Unilever have entered the market 
through acquiring these plant-based startups. They are repositioning themselves as protein providers. 

Investment in plant-based food brands has exceeded $US17 billion since 2009, with the majority occurring since 
2017. Investments included US deals between investors and plant-based food companies, with 43 per cent of capital 
coming from venture capitalists. I am assuming that Bill Gates and others were involved in that, and I have spoken 
about that before in the house. 

In May 2019, Beyond Meat’s initial public offering on the NASDAQ resulted in a first-day stock closing price 
163 per cent above its IPO, making it the best performing first-day IPO of a major US company in 20 years. The 
Australian plant-based meat sector is in an early and rapid stage of development, and witnessing the emergence of 
a number of new domestically produced products and brands. Several new Australian startups and plant-based meat 
manufacturers, including longstanding butchers, food manufacturers and award-winning chefs, predominantly in 
Victoria and New South Wales at the moment, are aiming to launch products in major retailers and food services 
in the coming year. These products will help address retailers’ desire to stock quality, locally produced, new 
generation plant-based meats to satisfy growing consumer demand. 

The report provides a telling challenge to us when it states that Australia faces an inflection point at which it may 
cede the opportunity to become a prime mover in the Asia–Pacific region to become increasingly competitive and 
globally-focused in the plant-based meat markets of the US and Europe. But by leveraging its geographic, 
intellectual and infrastructural assets, we have a chance to stake its claim. In September 2019, the CSIRO launched 
its plant-based meat venture, v2food. The venture is a partnership between CSIRO, Main Sequence Ventures—
CSIRO’s investment fund—and food retailer Competitive Foods Australia, Hungry Jacks. I did work for 
Hungry Jacks at one point in my youth. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup interjected. 
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Ms L.L. BAKER: We all did! 

They will lead the construction of a $20 million Australian-first facility for processing grain legumes into meat 
alternatives. A September 2019 article on the company’s site stated that as it developed the product, it would assess 
the environmental impacts of different ingredients and make the most environmentally friendly choices. It states 
that the company still has a way to go in reducing v2food’s environmental profile. For example, the processing 
technology required to make the meat alternatives does not yet exist in Australia, so it sourced a soy protein from 
offshore and combined this with other natural ingredients rich in carbohydrates. Within the next year, v2food will 
have the equipment to process local ingredients, which will go a long way towards providing a more sustainable 
alternative. For now, v2food is calling its product “meat made from plants”. We’re mapping out what the supply 
chain might look like for plant-based proteins in Australia and the opportunities for plant-based proteins. By 
harnessing innovation across science disciplines, food, agriculture, sustainability and nutrition, we can achieve 
a healthy, sustainable, locally grown product. I suspect I am going to run out of time. I have several more pages of 
facts and statistics on the subject, but what I want to say in summary is that there are a number of opportunities, and 
we are virtually on the cusp of what is an enormous growth industry. I see with concern that so many of our farmers 
are doing it so tough and trying to manage our land degradation, our lack of biodiversity and our changing climate, 
and I simply say that there are ways to move forward in a new market space that I think is incredibly exciting. 

Let us look at some products. In the products area we could talk about developing traceable clean and green food 
supplies, knowing how to use blockchain technologies that create a timestamp ledger on a food’s journey from 
paddock to plate, aiding safety, traceability and biosecurity. We can create biodiversity in the production cycle. We 
can continue with what farmers have already been telling us, which is trying to sustain land and water management 
practices. As I mentioned at the beginning of my speech, we can invest in soil regeneration and reforestation 
practices with some of the technologies that the minister has supported. Smaller producers should work together 
to increase economies of scale. We have access to skills, knowledge and expertise for this business, and we can 
meet global changes that are occurring. We have to start using more big data and technology to understand domestic 
and international markets, global trends, consumer demand and the market. We have to fine-tune Australia’s clean 
and green brand targeted to specific markets so we are differentiated from other countries with similar branding. 
We have better branding that we can bring. We have better products that we should be selling. We can increase 
investment by public and private sectors within the industry in research and development and support innovation 
along the food supply chain. We can strengthen partnerships with local players in high-potential markets and take 
advantage of free trade deals in those markets. The Asia–Pacific market, particularly China and India, are key 
opportunities for Australia, specifically WA industry. Producers can explore business opportunities beyond 
production and partners across the food supply chain, with food processors, researchers, scientists and nutritionists. 
Using advanced nutrient extraction for food lifetime–extension technologies to complement the agriculture sector’s 
need to get more out of foods and farm projects, we can address changes in our sector. We need to invest in relevant 
manufacturing processing infrastructure and find new growth opportunities to expand and take advantage of the 
growth in plant-based foods, and we need to decrease volume in packaging. For goodness sake, we have started 
that. We have brought in a container deposit scheme, but where is the incentive to stop walking into Woolies and 
Coles and seeing rows and rows of polystyrene containers with plastic on them with two figs or a potato wrapped 
up in them? That is totally unnecessary. We need to find a different way forward. 

I know that many members understand the real impact of climate change and our ability to feed the planet, and 
that they want to be part of innovating the growth of a new food industry while continuing to support development 
of existing sustainable and biodiverse food and agricultural industries. The reports I have cited tonight identify 
a range of roles for all levels. Data and market intelligence can access and share intelligence around Australian 
food and agribusiness small to medium-sized enterprises so they can innovate and transform to meet changing local 
and global consumer demand. This can support industry. We need to invest more in science that enables R&D 
within the plant-based protein and other non-animal proteins sectors that could support both SMEs and large 
businesses along the supplier chain from farm to plate. We can invest and incentivise collaboration between 
stakeholders within the agribusiness sector to explore future research technologies. We can also help business 
leverage state and federal innovation support schemes, and it will be vital to deepen our collaborations across players 
in the value chain to harness these opportunities beyond food production. We need to make sure that we have 
a globally competitive and competent workforce to meet these demands. A really strong area of growth is in the 
provenance of food—that is, traceability, food security and safety. We need to encourage and invest in a whole supply 
chain to create traceable lean and green food. There is also a need to support traceability technology like blockchain, 
barcoding, image recognition and DNA. Food safety systems should be harmonised. We need to explore opportunities 
for capital investment along the supply chain. It could include investing in developing specific plant-based protein 
manufacturing sites. Would it not be great if Western Australia had the first plant-based manufacturing centre in 
Australia? That is just a wild idea that I will put out there. I hope that the minister is listening. I do not know that 
we have any plans to do that yet, but it would be great if we could help industry and also transition towards 
a circular economy, growing opportunities in organic waste conversion, sustainable packaging—those things need 
to attract more investment. 
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I finish by saying that this is not a tirade about who is right or who is best, what is good or what is bad; it is about 
evidence-based research from respected Australian and international organisations and agribusiness who have 
taken the time to research and model scenarios for the survival of this planet. 

I finish with a quote from Dr Temple Grandin, who many members would recognise; many members probably 
would not know who she is. She is one of the world’s leading experts on animal health and welfare, slaughterhouses 
and abattoirs. 

Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup: I have read a piece of her work. She is great. 

Ms L.L. BAKER: She is amazing, and also a leading speaker on autism, because she is profoundly autistic. She 
said a very simple thing — 

The world needs different kinds of minds to work together. 

Thank you. 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman (Leader of the House). 

House adjourned at 7.05 pm 
__________  
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 

Questions and answers are as supplied to Hansard. 

HOSPITALS AND HEALTH CAMPUSES — MEDICAL EQUIPMENT 
5461. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
(1) In relation to medical equipment at each hospital and service provider, are there any measures in place to 

monitor and reduce the overall rate of failures or malfunctions: 
(a) If so, what are those measures; and 
(b) If not, why not? 

(2) Does the hospital or service provider executive receive any regular report or documentation in relation to (1) 
and if so, will the Minister table the most recent example of each report: 
(a) If not, why not? 

Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
(1)–(2) [See tabled paper no 3200.] 

JOONDALUP HEALTH CAMPUS — REDEVELOPMENT 
5662. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
I refer to the Joondalup Health Campus expansion and development, and ask: 
(a) Has the Minister received any correspondence (emails, letters, faxes) from any of the following: 

(i) Member for Burns Beach; 
(ii) Member for Joondalup; 
(iii) Member for Kingsley; and 
(iv) Member for Wanneroo; and 

(b) If so, on what dates was the correspondence received and what was the subject matter? 
Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
The Minister has received numerous items of correspondence from Members in the northern suburbs on a variety 
of topics including but not limited to the expansion of the Joondalup Health Campus. This includes the hard 
working Members for Burns Beach, Joondalup, Kingsley and Wanneroo. 
These Members recognise this government’s commitment to further develop and expand the Joondalup Health 
Campus is critical to meeting the needs and expectations of the ever growing population in Perth’s northern 
corridor. The government’s announcement in December 2019 of $96 million brings the total cost of the expansion 
project to $256.7 million. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL — PORTFOLIOS — LEADERSHIP WA 
5757. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Attorney General; Minister for Commerce: 
Does any agency, commission, government trading enterprise, board or committee within the Minister’s portfolios 
sponsor Leadership WA, and if so: 
(a) What agency sponsors Leadership WA; 
(b) How much does the agency spend annually in relation to this sponsorship; 
(c) What are the outcomes or benefits to the agency for this sponsorship; and 
(d) Has this sponsorship been reviewed or audited: 

(i) If not, why not; and 
(ii) If so, when was it last reviewed or audited and what were the outcomes? 

Mr J.R. Quigley replied: 
Corruption and Crime Commission 
(a) The Corruption and Crime Commission does not sponsor Leadership WA; 
(b) Not applicable. 
(c) Not applicable. 
(d) Not applicable. 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Test/Tables.nsf/screenLaunch
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Department of Justice 
(a) The Department of Justice does not sponsor Leadership WA; 
(b) Not applicable. 
(c) Not applicable. 
(d) Not applicable. 
Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety 
(a) The Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety does not sponsor Leadership WA; 
(b) Not applicable. 
(c) Not applicable. 
(d) Not applicable. 
Equal Opportunity Commission 
(a) The Equal Opportunity Commission does not sponsor Leadership WA; 
(b) Not applicable. 
(c) Not applicable. 
(d) Not applicable. 
Legal Practice Board 
(a) The Legal Practice Board does not sponsor Leadership WA; 
(b) Not applicable. 
(c) Not applicable. 
(d) Not applicable. 
Legal Aid WA 
(a) Legal Aid Commission of WA does not sponsor Leadership WA; 
(b) Not applicable. 
(c) Not applicable. 
(d) Not applicable. 
Office of the Commissioner for Children and Young People 
(a) The Office of the Commissioner for Children and Young People does not sponsor Leadership WA; 
(b) Not applicable. 
(c) Not applicable. 
(d) Not applicable. 
Office of the Director of Public Prosecution 
(a) The Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions does not sponsor Leadership WA; 
(b) Not applicable. 
(c) Not applicable. 
(d) Not applicable. 
Office of the Information Commissioner / Freedom of Information 
(a) The Office of the Information Commissioner / Freedom of Information does not sponsor Leadership WA; 
(b) Not applicable. 
(c) Not applicable. 
(d) Not applicable. 
State Solicitors Office 
(a) The State Solicitors Office does not sponsor Leadership WA; 
(b) Not applicable. 
(c) Not applicable. 
(d) Not applicable. 



422 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 12 February 2020] 

 

MINISTER FOR CHILD PROTECTION — PORTFOLIOS — LEADERSHIP WA 
5764. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Minister for Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention of Family 

and Domestic Violence; Community Services: 
Does any agency, commission, government trading enterprise, board or committee within the Minister’s portfolios 
sponsor Leadership WA, and if so: 
(a) What agency sponsors Leadership WA; 
(b) How much does the agency spend annually in relation to this sponsorship; 
(c) What are the outcomes or benefits to the agency for this sponsorship; and 
(d) Has this sponsorship been reviewed or audited: 

(i) If not, why not; and 
(ii) If so, when was it last reviewed or audited and what were the outcomes? 

Ms S.F. McGurk replied: 
This answer covers multiple Ministers’ portfolios, including Disability Services, Seniors and Ageing, Volunteering, 
Housing, Veterans Issues, Youth, Child Protection, Women’s Interests, Prevention of Family and Domestic 
Violence and Community Services portfolios. 
Yes. 
(a) The Department of Communities 
(b) For the years 2013 to 2017, the then Housing Authority provided $10,000 per annum (excluding GST) 

for the sponsorship of Leadership WA. For the years 2018 to 2019, the Department of Communities 
provided $20,000 per annum (excluding GST) for the sponsorship of Leadership WA. 

(c) The Department of Communities receives the following benefits for the $20,000 per annum sponsorship: 
Invitation for senior executive to present to Signature Leadership Program group 
Opportunity to work with Leadership WA’s leadership development manager to identify key 
issues and themes for exploration during the Signature Leadership Program 
Invitation to executive to be speakers in the Rising Leadership Program 
Profile of Department of Communities on Leadership WA website 
Opportunity to leverage sponsorship through alumni and key stakeholder networks 
Logo acknowledgement as Partner of all Leadership WA marketing and promotional materials 
(Perth and regional), including but not limited to print materials, digital designs and signage 
Acknowledgement at Leadership WA events 
Opportunity to be an event host: 

As a host, a senior executive from the Department of Communities will be invited to 
address the group as a speaker and/or welcome keynote speaker 
The Department of Communities may nominate up to three senior executives and up to 
two other employees to join the group for the leadership experience. 

(d) (i)–(ii) The sponsorship has not been audited. However, the Department of Communities is currently 
undertaking a strategic review of all sponsorship agreements across the Agency. The review will 
complement ongoing work within the Department which is designed to improve Communities’ 
outward focus, strengthen its people and enhance its ways of working. 

HOSPITALS — PATIENT TRANSFERS 
5773. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
(1) How many patients were transferred from Geraldton Regional Hospital to a Perth hospital during 2017? 
(2) How many patients from (1) were transferred by: 

(a) Air; 
(b) Road vehicle; and 
(c) Of these, how many patients were sedated, what was the average and longest period of individual 

sedation, in hours? 
(3) What is the average cost associated with (2)(a)? 
(4) What is the average cost associated with (2)(b)? 
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(5) How many patients from (1) were transferred as a result of mental health concerns? 
(6) Once a patient is admitted to a Perth hospital, and then released, what arrangements are put in place to 

return the patient back to Geraldton? 
Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
I am advised: 
(1) 863 patient separations. 
(2) Patient Separations 

Air (2)(a) Road (2)(b) Other / Unknown 
758 34 71* 

* The type of transport used is a non-mandatory field within the WACHS patient administration system 
(webPAS) resulting in some transfer types being stated as other/unknown. 
(c) The detail requested by the Member would require the diversion of considerable departmental 

resources as this information would require manual file reviews of all patients transferred 
including the transport provider records and the resource implications are significant. 

(3) For transfers via RFDS the average cost for transfers during this period was $3620. Air transfers also 
occur via other means aside from RFDS. This detail would require the diversion of considerable 
departmental resources. 

(4) For transfer via road, it is not possible for the WA Country Health Service (WACHS) to determine an 
average cost due to insufficient information being available in the financial datasets. This detail would 
require the diversion of considerable departmental resources. 

(5) 66. 
(6) Metropolitan hospitals arrange patient transfers back to WACHS hospitals via the WACHS Link Central 

Coordination Team. This ensures transport arrangements are appropriate, timely and safe. For patients 
returning to non-hospital accommodation, the transfer is supported and facilitated via the Patient Assisted 
Travel Scheme team. 

HOSPITALS — PATIENT TRANSFERS 
5774. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
(1) How many patients were transferred from Geraldton Regional Hospital to a Perth hospital during 2018? 
(2) Mow many patients from (1) were transferred by: 

(a) Air; 
(b) Road vehicle; and 
(c) Of these, how many patients were sedated, what was the average and longest period of individual 

sedation, in hours? 
(3) What is the average cost associated with (2)(a)? 
(4) What is the average cost associated with (2)(b)? 
(5) How many patients from (1) were transferred as a result of mental health concerns? 
(6) Once a patient is admitted to a Perth hospital, and then released, what arrangements are put in place to 

return the patient back to Geraldton? 
Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
I am advised: 
(1) 864 patient separations. 
(2) Patient separations 

Air (2)(a) Road (2)(b) Other / Unknown 
783 25 56* 

* The type of transport used is a non-mandatory field within the WACHS patient administration system 
(webPAS) resulting in some transfer types being stated as other/unknown. 
(c) The detail requested by the Member would require the diversion of considerable departmental 

resources as this information would require manual file reviews of all patients transferred 
including the transport provider records and the resource implications are significant. 
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(3) For transfers via RFDS the average cost for transfers during this period was $3659. Air transfers also 
occur via other means aside from RFDS. This detail would require the diversion of considerable 
departmental resources. 

(4) For transfer via road, it is not possible for the WA Country Health Service (WACHS) to determine an 
average cost due to insufficient information being available in the financial datasets. This detail would 
require the diversion of considerable departmental resources. 

(5) 96. 
(6) Metropolitan hospitals arrange patient transfers back to WACHS hospitals via the WACHS Link Central 

Coordination Team. This ensures transport arrangements are appropriate, timely and safe. For patients 
returning to non-hospital accommodation, the transfer is supported and facilitated via the Patient Assisted 
Travel Scheme team. 

HOSPITALS — PATIENT TRANSFERS 

5775. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
(1) How many patients were transferred from Geraldton Regional Hospital to a Perth hospital during 2019? 

(2) How many patients from (1) were transferred by: 

(a) Air; 

(b) Road vehicle; and 

(c) Of these, how many patients were sedated, what was the average and longest period of individual 
sedation, in hours? 

(3) What is the average cost associated with (2)(a)? 

(4) What is the average cost associated with (2)(b)? 

(5) How many patients from (1) were transferred as a result of mental health concerns? 

(6) Once a patient is admitted to a Perth hospital, and then released, what arrangements are put in place to 
return the patient back to Geraldton? 

Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
I am advised: 

(1) 651 patient separations. 

(2) Patient Separations 

Air (2)(a) Road (2)(b) Other / Unknown 

597 20 34* 

* The type of transport used is a non-mandatory field within the WACHS patient administration system 
(webPAS) resulting in some transfer types being stated as other/unknown. 

(c) The detail requested by the Member would require the diversion of considerable departmental 
resources as this information would require manual file reviews of all patients transferred 
including the transport provider records and the resource implications are significant. 

(3) For transfers via RFDS the average cost for transfers during this period was $3705. Air transfers also 
occur via other means aside from RFDS. This detail would require the diversion of considerable 
departmental resources. 

(4) For transfer via road, it is not possible for the WA Country Health Service (WACHS) to determine an 
average cost due to insufficient information being available in the financial datasets. This detail would 
require the diversion of considerable departmental resources. 

(5) 51. 

(6) Metropolitan hospitals arrange patient transfers back to WACHS hospitals via the WACHS Link Central 
Coordination Team. This ensures transport arrangements are appropriate, timely and safe. For patients 
returning to non-hospital accommodation, the transfer is supported and facilitated via the Patient Assisted 
Travel Scheme team. 

HOSPITALS — PATIENT TRANSFERS 

5776. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
(1) How many patients were transferred from Broome Hospital to a Perth hospital during 2017? 
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(2) How many patients from (1) were transferred by: 

(a) Air; 

(b) Road vehicle; and 

(c) Of these, how many patients were sedated, what was the average and longest period of individual 
sedation, in hours? 

(3) What is the average cost associated with (2)(a)? 

(4) What is the average cost associated with (2)(b)? 

(5) How many patients from (1) were transferred as a result of mental health concerns? 

(6) Once a patient is admitted to a Perth hospital, and then released, what arrangements are put in place to 
return the patient back to Broome? 

Mr R.H. Cook replied: 

I am advised: 

(1) 453 patient separations. 

(2) Patient Separations 

Air (2)(a) Road (2)(b) Other / Unknown 

415 0 38 

* The type of transport used is a non-mandatory field within the WACHS patient administration system 
(webPAS) resulting in some transfer types being stated as other/unknown. 

(c) The detail requested by the Member would require the diversion of considerable departmental 
resources as this information would require manual file reviews of all patients transferred 
including the transport provider records and the resource implications are significant. 

(3) For transfers via RFDS the average cost for transfers during this period was $16,015. Air transfers also 
occur via other means aside from RFDS. This detail would require the diversion of considerable 
departmental resources. 

(4) Not applicable. 

(5) 11. 

(6) Metropolitan hospitals arrange patient transfers back to WACHS hospitals via the WACHS Link Central 
Coordination Team. This ensures transport arrangements are appropriate, timely and safe. For patients 
returning to non-hospital accommodation, the transfer is supported and facilitated via the Patient Assisted 
Travel Scheme team. 

HOSPITALS — PATIENT TRANSFERS 

5777. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 

(1) How many patients were transferred from Broome Hospital to a Perth hospital during 2018? 

(2) How many patients from (1) were transferred by: 

(a) Air; 

(b) Road vehicle; and 

(c) Of these, how many patients were sedated, what was the average and longest period of individual 
sedation, in hours? 

(3) What is the average cost associated with (2)(a)? 

(4) What is the average cost associated with (2)(b)? 

(5) How many patients from (1) were transferred as a result of mental health concerns? 

(6) Once a patient is admitted to a Perth hospital, and then released, what arrangements are put in place to 
return the patient back to Broome? 

Mr R.H. Cook replied: 

I am advised: 

(1) 478 patient separations. 
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(2) Patient Separations 

Air (2)(a) Road (2)(b) Other / Unknown 
415 0 63* 

* The type of transport used is a non-mandatory field within the WACHS patient administration system 
(webPAS) resulting in some transfer types being stated as other/unknown. 
(c) The detail requested by the Member would require the diversion of considerable departmental 

resources as this information would require manual file reviews of all patients transferred 
including the transport provider records and the resource implications are significant. 

(3) For transfers via RFDS the average cost for transfers during this period was $16,185. Air transfers also 
occur via other means aside from RFDS. This detail would require the diversion of considerable 
departmental resources. 

(4) Not applicable. 
(5) 11. 
(6) Metropolitan hospitals arrange patient transfers back to WACHS hospitals via the WACHS Link Central 

Coordination Team. This ensures transport arrangements are appropriate, timely and safe. For patients 
returning to non-hospital accommodation, the transfer is supported and facilitated via the Patient Assisted 
Travel Scheme team. 

HOSPITALS — PATIENT TRANSFERS 
5778. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
(1) How many patients were transferred from Broome Hospital to a Perth hospital during 2019? 
(2) How many patients from (1) were transferred by: 

(a) Air; 
(b) Road vehicle; and 
(c) Of these, how many patients were sedated, what was the average and longest period of individual 

sedation, in hours? 
(3) What is the average cost associated with (2)(a)? 
(4) What is the average cost associated with (2)(b)? 
(5) How many patients from (1) were transferred as a result of mental health concerns? 
(6) Once a patient is admitted to a Perth hospital, and then released, what arrangements are put in place to 

return the patient back to Broome? 
Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
I am advised: 
(1) 385 patient separations. 
(2) Patient Separations 

Air (2)(a) Road (2)(b) Other / Unknown 
346 0 39* 

* The type of transport used is a non-mandatory field within the WACHS patient administration system 
(webPAS) resulting in some transfer types being stated as other/unknown. 
(c) The detail requested by the Member would require the diversion of considerable departmental 

resources as this information would require manual file reviews of all patients transferred 
including the transport provider records and the resource implications are significant. 

(3) For transfers via RFDS the average cost for transfers during this period was $16388. Air transfers also 
occur via other means aside from RFDS. This detail would require the diversion of considerable 
departmental resources. 

(4) Not applicable. 
(5) Seven. 
(6) Metropolitan hospitals arrange patient transfers back to WACHS hospitals via the WACHS Link Central 

Coordination Team. This ensures transport arrangements are appropriate, timely and safe. For patients 
returning to non-hospital accommodation, the transfer is supported and facilitated via the Patient Assisted 
Travel Scheme team. 
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HOSPITALS — PATIENT TRANSFERS 
5779. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
(1) How many patients were transferred from any Western Australian Country Health Service hospital 

(aside from Geraldton and Broome) to a Perth hospital during 2017? 
(2) How many patients from (1) were transferred by: 

(a) Air; 
(b) Road vehicle; and 
(c) Of these, how many patients were sedated, what was the average and longest period of individual 

sedation, in hours? 
(3) What is the average cost associated with (2)(a)? 
(4) What is the average cost associated with (2)(b)? 
(5) How many patients from (1) were transferred as a result of mental health concerns? 
(6) Once a patient is admitted to a Perth hospital, and then released, what arrangements are put in place to 

return the patient back to their originating hospital? 
Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
I am advised: 
(1) 8361 patient separations. 
(2) Patient separations 

Air (2)(a) Road (2)(b) Other / Unknown 
4932 2945 484* 

* The type of transport used is a non-mandatory field within the WACHS patient administration system 
(webPAS) resulting in some transfer types being stated as other/unknown. 
(c) The detail requested by the Member would require the diversion of considerable departmental 

resources as this information would require manual file reviews of all patients transferred 
including the transport provider records and the resource implications are significant. 

(3) For transfers via RFDS the average cost for transfers during this period was $5,317. Air transfers also 
occur via other means aside from RFDS. This detail would require the diversion of considerable 
departmental resources. 

(4) For transfer via road, it is not possible for the WA Country Health Service (WACHS) to determine an 
average cost due to insufficient information being available in the financial datasets. This detail would 
require the diversion of considerable departmental resources. 

(5) 292. 
(6) Metropolitan hospitals arrange patient transfers back to WACHS hospitals via the WACHS Link Central 

Coordination Team. This ensures transport arrangements are appropriate, timely and safe. For patients 
returning to non-hospital accommodation, the transfer is supported and facilitated via the Patient Assisted 
Travel Scheme team. 

HOSPITALS — PATIENT TRANSFERS 
5780. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
(1) How many patients were transferred from any Western Australian Country Health Service hospital 

(aside from Geraldton and Broome) to a Perth hospital during 2018? 
(2) How many patients from (1) were transferred by: 

(a) Air; 
(b) Road vehicle; and 
(c) Of these, how many patients were sedated, what was the average and longest period of individual 

sedation, in hours? 
(3) What is the average cost associated with (2)(a)? 
(4) What is the average cost associated with (2)(b)? 
(5) How many patients from (1) were transferred as a result of mental health concerns? 
(6) Once a patient is admitted to a Perth hospital, and then released, what arrangements are put in place to 

return the patient back to their originating hospital? 
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Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
I am advised: 
(1) 8306 patient separations. 
(2) Patient Separations 

Air (2a) Road (2b) Other / Unknown 
4852 2951 503* 

* The type of transport used is a non-mandatory field within the WACHS patient administration system 
(webPAS) resulting in some transfer types being stated as other/unknown. 
(c) The detail requested by the Member would require the diversion of considerable departmental 

resources as this information would require manual file reviews of all patients transferred 
including the transport provider records and the resource implications are significant. 

(3) For transfers via RFDS the average cost for transfers during this period was $5,523. Air transfers also 
occur via other means aside from RFDS. This detail would require the diversion of considerable 
departmental resources. 

(4) For transfer via road, it is not possible for the WA Country Health Service (WACHS) to determine an 
average cost due to insufficient information being available in the financial datasets. This detail would 
require the diversion of considerable departmental resources. 

(5) 302. 
(6) Metropolitan hospitals arrange patient transfers back to WACHS hospitals via the WACHS Link Central 

Coordination Team. This ensures transport arrangements are appropriate, timely and safe. For patients 
returning to non-hospital accommodation, the transfer is supported and facilitated via the Patient Assisted 
Travel Scheme team. 

HOSPITALS — PATIENT TRANSFERS 
5781. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
(1) How many patients were transferred from any Western Australian Country Health Service hospital 

(aside from Geraldton and Broome) to a Perth hospital during 2019? 
(2) How many patients from (1) were transferred by: 

(a) Air; 
(b) Road vehicle; and 
(c) Of these, how many patients were sedated, what was the average and longest period of individual 

sedation, in hours? 
(3) What is the average cost associated with (2)(a)? 
(4) What is the average cost associated with (2)(b)? 
(5) How many patients from (1) were transferred as a result of mental health concerns? 
(6) Once a patient is admitted to a Perth hospital, and then released, what arrangements are put in place to 

return the patient back to their originating hospital? 
Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
I am advised: 
(1) 6102 patients. 
(2) Patient Separations 

Air (2)(a) Road (2)(b) Other / Unknown 
3642 2049 411* 

* The type of transport used is a non-mandatory field within the WACHS patient administration system 
(webPAS) resulting in some transfer types being stated as other/unknown. 
(c) The detail requested by the Member would require the diversion of considerable departmental 

resources as this information would require manual file reviews of all patients transferred 
including the transport provider records and the resource implications are significant. 

(3) For transfers via RFDS the average cost for transfers during this period was $5,441. Air transfers also 
occur via other means aside from RFDS. This detail would require the diversion of considerable 
departmental resources. 
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(4) For transfer via road, it is not possible for the WA Country Health Service (WACHS) to determine an 
average cost due to insufficient information being available in the financial datasets. This detail would 
require the diversion of considerable departmental resources. 

(5) 232. 
(6) Metropolitan hospitals arrange patient transfers back to WACHS hospitals via the WACHS Link Central 

Coordination Team. This ensures transport arrangements are appropriate, timely and safe. For patients 
returning to non-hospital accommodation, the transfer is supported and facilitated via the Patient Assisted 
Travel Scheme team. 

POLICE — DEDICATED BUS LANES 

5797. Mr S.A. Millman to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
I refer to the introduction of dedicated bus lanes in the greater Perth metropolitan area, and I ask: 
(a) For each financial year since they were introduced: 

(i) How many infringements have been issued for driving in a dedicated bus lane; 
(ii) Of those, how many have been for infractions committed on Beaufort Street; and 
(iii) How many accidents have occurred resulting from vehicles infringing these rules? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Western Australian Police Force advise: 
(a) Table 1: The number of infringements issued for driving in a dedicated bus lane, for the period 1 July 2006 

to 24 November 2019 inclusive. 

Financial year occurred (i) Total number of 
infringements 

(ii) Infringements occurring 
on Beaufort Street 

2006/07 905 193 

2007/08 1 282 159 

2008/09 1 101 181 

2009/10 485 196 

2010/11 899 65 

2011/12 1 101 56 

2012/13 1 136 102 

2013/14 734 48 

2014/15 570 85 

2015/16 375 132 

2016/17 188 61 

2017/18 181 39 

2018/19 446 84 

2019/20 year to date* 82 27 

* 2019/20 year to date is 1 July to 24 November 2019. 
(iii) Crash data held by the WA Police Force is not disaggregated to a level that enables the 

identification of accidents occurring as a result of vehicles driving in dedicated bus lanes. 
Accordingly, statistics cannot be provided. 

Notes 
(1) Statistics are provisional and subject to revision. 
(2) The statistics provided are a count of infringements issued in accordance with section 133 of the 

Road Traffic Code 2000. 
(3) Section 133 of the Road Traffic Code 2000 came into effect on 1 December 2000 and was 

amended on 11 January 2002. However, complete infringement data is only available via the 
Image and Infringement Processing System (IIPS) for the financial years commencing from 
1 July 2006 onwards. 
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(4) Infringement statistics are correct at the time of data extraction. There are time lags between an 
infringement being issued by an officer at the roadside and that infringement being recorded in 
IIPS. It is reasonable to allow five weeks between the end of the period under consideration and 
the extraction date to obtain complete data. 

(5) Figures exclude infringements which have been cancelled or withdrawn. 
(6) Infringement figures are based on the date the infringement occurred, as opposed to the date the 

infringement was issued. 
(7) Beaufort Street has been taken to refer to the major road in the inner north-eastern suburbs of 

Perth connecting the suburb of Morley to the Perth Central Business District. 
(8) The identification of infringements occurring on Beaufort Street is dependent on the assessment 

and entry of officers or staff creating the relevant infringement records. 
POLICE — ILLEGAL WINDOW WASHERS 

5801. Mr P.A. Katsambanis to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
I refer to roadside ‘window washers’, and I ask: 
(a) For each of the years 2017, 2018, and 2019 how many infringement notices did the Western Australian 

Police Force issue to window washers; 
(b) For each of the years 2017, 2018, and 2019 how many charges have been laid against window washers; 
(c) For each of the years 2017, 2018, and 2019 how many infringement notices did the Western Australian 

Police Force issue to motorists for using the services of a window washer; and 
(d) For each of the years 2017, 2018, and 2019 how many charges have been laid against motorists for using 

the services of a window washer? 
Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Western Australian Police Force advise: 
Infringements or charges for roadside window washers fall under section 259 of the Road Traffic Code 2000. This 
clause is not specific to window washing; it covers a range of services offered or solicited from a carriageway or 
median strip. The statistics below represent all infringements and charges against the clauses of section 259 of the 
Road Traffic Code 2000. As such, these statistics will include infringements or charges for services other than 
window washing. 
(a) Infringements issued in relation to section 259(1) of the Road Traffic Code 2000 

2017 35; 2018 69; and 2019 (to 24 November) 59. 
(b) Charges laid in relation to section 259(1)(a) of the Road Traffic Code 2000 

2017 20; 2018 31; and 2019 (to 2 December) 18. 
(c) Infringements issued in relation to section 259(2) of the Road Traffic Code 2000 

2017 1; 2018 4; and 2019 (to 24 November) 1. 
(d) Charges laid in relation to section 259(2) of the Road Traffic Code 2000 

2017 0; 2018 0; and 2019 (to 2 December) 1. 
Notes 
Statistics are provisional and subject to revision. 
Infringement statistics are correct at the time of data extraction. There are time lags between an infringement 
being issued by an officer at the roadside and that infringement being recorded in the Image and Infringement 
Processing System (IIPS). It is reasonable to allow five weeks between the end of the period under consideration 
and the extraction date to obtain complete data. 
Figures exclude infringements which have been cancelled or withdrawn. 
Charges information has been obtained from the Prosecution Application. Statistics are of charges where an 
associated brief has been created. Statistics exclude charges where the associated brief or case has been deleted 
or where security caveats are in place. 
Infringements issued and charges laid against window washers are infringements against section 259(1)(a) of the 
Road Traffic Code 2000 (WA). As outlined above, section 259(1)(a) is not specific to the activity of window 
washing. Accordingly, the statistics of traffic infringements statistics as disclosed in (a) represent all infringements 
against section 259(1) of the Road Traffic Code 2000 (WA). 
With regard to charges laid, the statistics set out in (b) are those where the charge relates to section 259(1)(a) of 
the Road Traffic Code 2000 (WA). 
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Infringements issued and charges laid against drivers for using the services of a window washer are a result of 
contraventions of section 259(2) of the Road Traffic Code 2000 (WA). This section is not specific to the activity of 
window washing, rather it provides that “a driver, or passenger, in or on a vehicle shall not buy or offer to buy 
an article or service from a person who is on a carriageway”. 
The statistics set out in (c) and (d) represent all infringements issued and charges laid in respect of section 259(2). 

YOUTH — PORTFOLIO — GRANT FUNDING 
5805. Mr A. Krsticevic to the Minister for Youth: 
For each of 2017–18, 2018–19, and 2019–20, please provide details of all grants funding provided in respect of 
the Youth portfolio, including: 
(a) The organisation funded; 
(b) The value of the funding; and 
(c) A brief description of the purpose of the grant? 
Mr D.J. Kelly replied: 
(a)–(c) Grant funding in the Youth Portfolio: 

2017/2018 
Organisation Grant ($) Project 
Blackwood Youth 
Action Inc. 

5,000 New Bridges 
A six-month series of structured workshops for young 
people including healthy cooking classes to learn to prepare 
and create affordable and well-balanced meals; grooming 
and deportment workshops to build self-esteem and 
confidence; and Dungeons and Dragons sessions to develop 
problem solving, leadership and team building skills. 

Brady St Music Inc. 9,999 Eat, Learn and Play 
A community engagement focused on integrating youth into 
the community and engaging them in social activities 
through music, food and social awareness. The program 
includesd social engagement events and workshops with 
local youth presenting cultural and creative musical works. 
Older participants developed skills to fundraise, plan and 
manage events. 

City of Busselton 4,550 Battle of the Bands 2018 
Young people on the SHIFT Youth Crew along with three of 
the City’s Youth Trainees coordinated the event held over 
two days at the Busselton Youth Centre. The project 
consisted of two heats, followed by finals, with the winners 
receiving the opportunity of recording time and a gig. 

City of Canning 5,000 Bright Step Futures 
A series of facilitated and interactive workshops, supported 
at-risk young people by enhancing life skills, knowledge and 
confidence to empower them to make positive and healthy life 
choices. The program addressed topics such as sexual health; 
relationships; mental, physical and emotional health; drug and 
alcohol harm reduction; nutrition; rental accommodation; 
resumes; work experience and training; and provided 
information about the networks of services available. 

City of Greater 
Geraldton 

10,000 School of Rock/Battle of the Bands 
An eight-month series of musical workshops for young 
people that culminated in a Battle of the Bands event. The 
School of Rock encapsulates all aspects of music from 
writing, playing, recording, engineering and management 
through to live performances. The Geraldton Youth Action 
Group were involved in all aspects of the planning and 
implementation of the project. 
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City of Joondalup 5,000 Beat the Break Dance Competition 
Young people aged 12 to 18 years took part in a hip-hop 
dance competition held at Craigie Leisure Centre. Individuals, 
duos and crews performed at the event and competed to win 
prizes in their chosen category. The competition was judged 
by leading hip-hop dancers from Perth and included 
a performance from a local professional dance troupe. 

City of Stirling 5,000 Epic Tales 
A series of workshops provided young people with the tools, 
confidence and platform to use their voice and tell their own 
stories. 
The workshops comprised of unconventional art forms, 
events and informal performances to assist participants to 
identify and voice their own stories and to be actively 
involved in others’ stories. The program aimed to instil 
confidence through sharing ideas, public speaking, 
intercultural understanding and improved communication. 

Denmark Chamber of 
Commerce 

7,260 Denmark Employment Expo 
A career expo for young people to network with Albany and 
Denmark businesses about careers in the agriculture, 
education, healthcare, community services, retail and 
tourism industries. 
The event allowed school staff, training institutions, 
business owners, employment brokers and parents to meet in 
one space to form relationships and dialogue that assisted 
young people to navigate and create workable pathways 
towards rewarding employment. 
The expo provided a series of employment related 
workshops, guest speakers, networking events and business 
mentoring sessions. 

Fairbridge 
Western Australia Inc. 

10,000 Fairbridge Vacation Care 
10 days of activities during school holiday periods for young 
people to take part in a range of workshops and outdoor 
activities that aim to built self-confidence, leadership skills 
and life skills. 

International Forum of 
Reconciliation and 
Peace (IFORAP) 

8,000 Invisible Generation 
A 12-week program that addressed a gap in the service 
provision to newly arrived youth of a refugee background by 
providing networks, information, skills and strategies to 
develop and reach career goals. Participants attended a series 
of workshops that focused on self-discovery, Australian 
culture, job skills training and physical activities. 

Live to Tell Your 
Story Inc. 

5,000 Djinda Ngadark Showcase Dinner 
Young people took part in an intensive cooking school camp 
to learn about local bush food and design a menu for 
a formal dinner event. Participants were given the 
opportunity to create a range of garments that were then 
featured in a fashion show during the evening. 
The project provided an opportunity for young people to 
showcase their skills to renowned WA chefs, industry 
professionals and the wider community. 

Migrants Professional 
Bridge Inc. 

5,000 LiME Project – Leadership in Motion & Experience 
Young people took part in a range of workshops, 
information sessions and excursions held on a fortnightly 
basis for a six-month period. Activities included 
communication and leadership sessions, storytelling and 
poetry workshops, inspirational speakers and soft sports. 
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Parkerville Children 
and Youth Care Inc. 

5,000 Studio Dudio 
Young people in the Shire of Mundaring attended a series of 
art workshops to develop skills and create artwork using 
a variety of mediums. The finished creations were displayed 
at a community exhibition. 

Quairading 
Community Resource 
Centre 

5,000 Empowering the Youth of Quairading 
Young people attended a series of three workshops held over 
an eight-week period. Classes were for both males and 
females and include a Drumbeat program; yoga and 
mindfulness sessions and gym sessions led by a personal 
trainer. The project aimed to provide learning opportunities 
for participants and promote healthy lifestyle choices. 

Rotary Club of 
Bunbury Leschenault 

5,000 Science and Engineering Challenge and Science Discovery Day 
The University of Newcastle facilitated the Science and 
Engineering Challenge and the Science Discovery Day; 
a national program for teams of young people to participate in 
activities that require critical and scientific thinking to solve 
problems or construct models. 
The project aimed to encourage regional students to 
participate in STEM subjects and prepared them for the 
technologic future ahead of them. Students were provided the 
opportunity to engage in mentoring, teaching and 
volunteering within the community. 

Shark Bay Youth 
Group Association Inc. 

5,000 Kalbarri Team Building and Leadership Camp 2018 
A camp that developed confidence and leadership skills for 
young people to lead, inspire and encourage others. 
Participants were encouraged to contribute to all aspects of the 
camp from the planning stages, fundraising, attending and the 
acquittal process at the end. Through active participation and 
goal-setting, young people can build self-esteem and resilience, 
and create a sense of belonging within their community. 

Shire of Capel 5,000 Capel Youth Drama Club Production 
A series of developmental workshops, facilitated by a local 
Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts graduate, 
for young people to develop characters and create a theatrical 
play; create stage sets; and design costumes and learn about 
stage sound and lighting. A final stage show was performed in 
front of the wider community at the end of the project. 

Shire of Chittering 5,000 John Glenn Park Dual Pump and Jump Track: Concept Plan 
A youth-focused reference group engaged in concept planning 
processes to upgrade the John Glenn Park Pump and Jump 
Track. The group comprised of members of the existing 
Chittering Youth Krew (Youth Advisory Group) and other 
young people who wished to take a leadership role within the 
community. Participants attended onsite focus sessions to 
discuss and develop the concept plan for the precinct. 
Participants were also provided with event and project 
management training and the opportunity to manage youth 
activities, build their networks, and contribute to the Shire of 
Toodyay’s Strategic Community Plan. 

Shire of Collie 4,000 Barefaced Stories Presentation and other MHW Activities 
Workshops with local high school students raised awareness 
about mental health, suicide and general wellbeing. 
Professional storytellers shared personal experiences with 
mental health and provided information about accessing 
community services. The local Youth Advocacy Centre were 
involved in all stages of the planning and implementation of 
Collie’s Mental Health Week activities and events. 
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Shire of Manjimup 5,000 Young Women’s Expo 

The Youth Network identified the need for a mental health 
expo for women in their community due to an increase in 
incidents of self-harm amongst young women. The expo 
featured interactive workshops, guest speakers, information 
stalls and strategies to help build resilience and maintain 
a happy mind and body. 

Shire of Morawa 9,241 Home in Morawa 

Young people attended a 12-month series of filmmaking 
workshops to develop and create a series of short films, 
themed ‘Place, Me and Home’. Participants developed skills 
in film production, written and verbal expression, character 
development, editing and event planning. A community 
screening was held at the end of the project and films were 
shared through social media. 

Shire of Perenjori 9,000 Children of the Country: Silo Trail 

A series of workshops educated young people about drink-
driving awareness; road safety and driving responsibilities; 
visual arts skills; and photography to encourage youth to 
express emotions. 

The project arose after a drink-driving accident moved local 
youth to approach the local government to create a piece of 
art in the town to remind drivers to exercise caution on 
country roads. Five art designs were projected onto five 
silos, supplied by local farmers, on the side of the road at the 
Town’s entrance. 

Sports Challenge 
Australia 

10,000 Build Improved Physical and Mental Health in At-Risk 
Young People Perth Metro North East 

At-risk youth from Middle Swan and Koongamia engaged in 
sport and cognitive problem-solving activities to build and 
improve physical and mental health. The project was 
delivered outside school hours and young people were given 
a mentor and 24-hour support through an accessible website. 

The Federation of WA 
Police and Community 
Youth Centre – 
Roebourne 

5,302 Paint Our Community Stronger 

Young people were invited to attend a series of art 
workshops to develop skills in various art mediums and 
create a community mural. Local Aboriginal artists 
facilitated the project and an Aboriginal Elder was present to 
share local stories and provide advice on design concepts. 

The Roman Catholic 
Archbishop of Perth 
Corporation Sole 

4,950 Six Noongar Seasons Outdoor Youth Activity Program 

Young Aboriginal people and their friends participated in 
a series of country outings to increase knowledge of 
Aboriginal culture and reconciliation. 

Participants visited places of cultural significance and 
engaged in activities, such as cultural walks led by Elders, to 
learn how the sites are connected to cultural identity and the 
six Noongar seasons. 

Young people were involved in the design and management 
of the program through a youth committee, with the 
assistance of community leaders. 

The program focused on youth empowerment by increasing 
cultural knowledge and connection to develop skills of 
leadership, communication and team work. 
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Toodyay Community 
Resource Centre 

10,000 Toodyay Youth Engagement 

A Youth Reference Group to manage youth activities within 
the community, which aims to empower young people to 
become influential and informed leaders in the community, 
participating in the processes of Local Government and 
contributing to the ongoing development of Toodyay’s 
Community Strategic Plan. 

The group meet monthly to develop youth engagement and 
participation in community activities. Participants engage in 
event and project management training to enhance skills and 
build capacity. 

WA Community 
Change Group Inc. 

5,000 DRUMBEAT South West 

A ten-session DRUMBEAT workshop series for young 
people in the South West, targeting young Aboriginal girls. 
The project aimed to engage young people, resistant to talk-
based approaches, to foster improved levels of personal and 
social confidence and develop social skills through hand 
drumming. Participants engaged in analogies and metaphors 
to raise awareness of factors that support healthy 
relationships and support a reduction in the social isolation 
that is commonly experienced by alienated young people. 

Warren Catchments 
Council Inc. 

5,000 Environmental Art in the Warren Community 

A series of art workshops, over 12-months, where young people 
designed and created ephemeral and installation art works to be 
displayed at various locations throughout the community. 

A community exhibition was held at the end of the project to 
showcase young people’s talents and contributions. 

York Community 
Resource Centre Inc. 

2,901 2018 Youth Rainwater Tank Silhouette Project 

Young people were invited to attend a series of after school 
workshops where they designed and created images that 
were then be transferred onto the local sporting complex 
rainwater tanks. The project showcased young people’s 
skills and their positive contributions the community. 

Australian Red Cross 
Society 

1,500 Broome Youth Fun Fest 

The event featured a range of activities including a pool 
party, dodgeball, information sessions, workshops, live 
music and free food stalls. 

Belgravia Foundation 
Pty Ltd 

1,500 Give it A Go in 2018 

A series of evening workshops included a My Kitchen Rules 
style cook off, basketball clinic, handy ‘fix it’ workshop, 
ukulele and guitar lessons and Lego art workshops. The week 
ended with a drug and alcohol–free outdoor music event. 

Bencubbin 
Community Resource 
Centre Inc. 

990 Junior Masterchef 

Young people cooked a two-course meal, learnt about 
nutrition, food preparation, cooking skills and hygiene. 
Participants served the prepared food to their parents and 
seniors from the community. 

Brockman House Inc. 1,250 Wellbeing Through Creating, Eating and Celebrating 

Young people took part in a cooking workshop to learn new 
skills and share their thoughts and ideas on issues of 
importance to them. The following night they catered an 
event attended by the local Mayor, Members of Parliament, 
Local Government staff and community members. 
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Broome Youth and 
Families Hub Inc. 

1,500 Broome Mini Sports Day 
Young people took part in a range of sporting games and 
other activities to develop skills and showcase talents. 
Participants were acknowledged for their contribution to the 
event at an awards ceremony held at the end of the day. 

Bruce Rock 
Community Resource 
Centre Inc. 

1,500 Bruce Rock YouthFest 
Two separate celebrations were offered to young people, 12 
to 17 years and 18 to 25 years, to ensure all young people 
within the community could participate. Each event featured 
live music, DJ performances, and foods stalls. Participants 
could also perform in front of a live audience. 

Brunswick Junction 
Community Resource 
Centre Inc. 

1,400 SHIFT 2018 
A collaborative event with the City of Bunbury and other 
youth and community organisations in the South West hired 
a bus to take young people from their towns to an event in 
Bunbury. Face painting workshops were offered for young 
people to have fun and learn new skills. 

Burekup & District 
Country Club 
Incorporated 

1,500 Youth Art Project 
A three-day workshop where young people designed and 
created artwork on buildings and bus shelters within the 
town. A youth committee was formed and took the lead on 
the planning and implementation of the event. 

Cecil Andrews Senior 
High School Parents 
and Citizens 
Association Inc. 
*Auspice for Cecil 
Andrews Armadale 
Police Rangers 

1,500 Youth Week Sports Day 
Young people attended a day of fun team sports, games and 
a sausage sizzle. 

City of Albany 1,500 Youth Fest 2018 
A music-based event where young people to showcased 
their talents in front of a live audience. Prior to the event, 
a series of skill development workshops were provided to 
build self-confidence. The local Youth Advocacy Centre were 
involved in the planning and implementation of the event. 

City of Armadale 1,500 Artbeat Youth Fest 
The Jull Street Mall was transformed into a lively street 
festival that featured creative workshops, information stalls 
and exhibitions by local young people. 

City of Busselton 1,500 South West Youth Festival 2018 
In partnership with City of Bunbury, Shire of Augusta–
Margaret River and other community organisations, 
activities were provided to young people including live 
music, T-shirt/tote bag making, skate competitions, and arts 
and craft stalls. 
The event incorporated youth from across the South West 
region and was planned, managed and delivered by young 
people from the different areas, providing the opportunity to 
learn how to run an event and have ownership on the day. 

City of Gosnells 1,500 Live Loud Youth Fest 
Held at the newly developed Mills Park Skate Plaza, the 
event featured a range of activities focused on art, skate and 
music. The theme for the festival is pancakes and young 
people on the City of Gosnells’ three youth reference groups 
will be involved in all aspects of the planning and 
implementation of the event. 
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City of Joondalup 1,500 Defeat the Beat 
Young people took part in a music competition and 
performed in front of a live audience. Prizes included studio 
time and a professional photo shoot. A youth working group 
was be formed and was involved in all aspects of the 
planning and implementation of the event. 

City of Kalamunda 1,500 Grassroots Festival 
An environmental themed event that included a range of 
workshops and activities focused on sustainability and 
recycling. Market stalls run by local young people and 
various environmental organisations were onsite and young 
people were invited to sit on a youth committee to assist 
with event planning and implementation. 

City of South Perth 1,500 City of South Perth Youth Week 
A variety of activities including athletics, art, skills-based 
workshops and exhibitions held throughout Youth Week at 
various locations. The South Perth Youth Network was be 
involved in planning and implementation of the week’s 
events. 

City of Vincent 1,495 Vincent Youth Art Awards 
Young people were invited to submit artworks to an 
exhibition held at several venues near Leederville. An award 
night event was held, and young people sat on the judging 
panel and assisted with implementing the opening event. 

Curtin University 1,500 Act-Belong-Commit Youth Week Breakfast 
An opportunity to thank and celebrate young people 
involved in the Mentally Healthy Schools and Youth 
Connectors Programs and increase community awareness 
about the importance of positive mental health. 

Dowerin Community 
Resource Centre Inc. 

1,500 Sports Umpire Clinics 
Young people were invited to attend a series of umpiring 
clinics that focus on netball, football, hockey and cricket. 
The event aimed to showcase and enhance participants’ 
skills, including training to allow them to umpire events into 
the future. 

Edmund Rice Centre 
Mirrabooka 

1,500 Local Parks Community Sports Festival 
An event for young people, particularly those from 
Aboriginal and CaLD backgrounds, to learn about 
Basketball, Netball, Soccer, Volleyball and Australian 
Rules. 

Enable WA – 
Manjimup 

1,500 #SO_MY_FEST 
Delivered in collaboration with the Shire of Manjimup 
Youth Network, this free youth festival featured interactive 
workshops, including a graffiti art workshop, activities, live 
music, food and information stalls. 

Escare Inc. 1,500 Town Fun Day 
Held at the Esperance Waterfront, the event included a mini 
triathlon, face painting, mobile phone scavenger hunt, 
clothing swap and open mic sessions. 

Lamp Incorporated 1,000 Drum It – Beat It – Feel It 
Young people took part in a drumming workshop facilitated 
by the Djembe drumming group. 

Milligan Community 
Learning and Resource 
Centre Inc. 

1,432 Zip into the Future 
Young people attended a fun and challenging day on a zip 
lining course. 
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Northcliffe Family 
Centre Inc. 

1,212 #SO_MY_FEST 

Delivered in collaboration with the Shire of Manjimup 
Youth Network, this free youth festival featured a range of 
interactive workshops, fun activities, live music, food and 
information stalls. Young people on the Centre’s Northcliffe 
Youth Totally Rock On Youth Group coordinated the food 
component of the event. 

Palmerston 
Association Inc. 

1,480 3 on 3 Basketball Beats 

Young people took part in healthy team building activities to 
showcase their skills and abilities. 

Quinninup Community 
Association Inc. 

1,500 #SO_MY_FEST 

Delivered in collaboration with the Shire of Manjimup 
Youth Network, this free youth festival featured a range of 
interactive workshops, fun activities, live music and food 
and information stalls. Sculpture workshops for young 
people to design and create a sculpture to be displayed in the 
Manjimup Recreation Plaza were offered. 

Ravensthorpe Progress 
Association 

*Auspice for 
Ravensthorpe Youth 
Club Inc. 

1,150 Youth Week Roller Disco 

Youth from Ravensthorpe and Hopetoun showcased skating 
and rollerblading skills they have developed at a free event; 
planned, promoted and coordinated by local young people. 

Relationships 
Australia (WA) Inc. 

1,000 Youth Quiz Night 

The evening featured a range of entertainment to showcase 
the talents of young people, including performances by local 
bands, comedians and other youth acts. Young people on the 
headspace Youth Reference Group , with the guidance of 
Bunbury Youth Advocacy Centre, planned and implemented 
the entire event. 

Shire of Augusta–
Margaret River 

1,500 South West Youth Festival 

Delivered in partnership with the City of Busselton, Shire of 
Manjimup and Shire of Capel, activities including live 
music, T-shirt/tote bag making, skate competitions, and arts 
and craft stalls were available to young people. The event 
incorporated youth from all over the South West and was 
planned, managed and delivered by young people from the 
different areas, providing an opportunity to learn event 
management skills and have ownership on the day. 

Shire of Boddington 1,500 BYC Youth Week Celebrations 

Delivered in partnership with the Boddington Youth Centre, 
a week of workshops, demonstrations and performances for 
young people to attend including dance, sports, art, music 
and food. 

Shire of Broome 1,500 Library Art Workshop 

Young people were invited to get creative and develop art 
pieces to be displayed at the community Library. The local 
Youth Advocacy Centre was involved in the event planning 
and delivery. 

Shire of Capel 1,000 WA Youth Week 2018 

A series of workshops for young people were held during 
WA Youth Week, including a Doors Wide Open Drug 
Education workshop, Special Effects Film and Stage 
workshop and intergenerational cooking classes. 
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Shire of Cuballing 1,500 Cuballing Youth Day 
Activities to encourage team building were provided for 
young people, including modified tennis games, 
a skateboard clinic and various other sporting and 
recreational workshops. 

Shire of Dandaragan 1,500 Spray the Grey Youth Festival Colour Rush Obstacle Course 
An intergenerational activity for the community to take part 
in a fun obstacle course where they were covered in 
coloured chalk. 

Shire of Dardanup 1,400 Sport is Your Gang 
A series of four interactive workshops educated participants on 
how to use energy in a safe and proactive way. A pilot project, 
intended to be ongoing during the following school term. 

Shire of Goomalling 1,500 Goomatown Fest 
A collection of activities that encouraged young people to 
socialise and celebrate people who have inspired them to be 
the best they can be despite any odds. 

Shire of Harvey 
* Auspice for Harvey 
Recreation and 
Cultural Centre Inc. 

1,500 Spooky Sports – WA Youth Week 2018 
A range of fun sporting activities including basketball, table 
tennis, badminton and soccer. Information was available to 
young people about weekly activities held at the centre to 
encourage them to partake in regular sporting activities. 

Shire of Irwin 1,423 Wheelchair Basketball 
A game of wheelchair basketball, provided an opportunity to 
have a conversation about access and inclusion within the 
community. A free sausage sizzle was provided, and young 
people had access to other recreational activities offered at 
the Centre. 

Shire of Katanning 1,000 Great Southern Youth Festival 
A variety of activities including rock climbing, laser tag, 
musical performances, a live DJ, and food stalls. The 
Katanning Youth Action Committee were involved in all 
aspects of the planning and implementation of the event. 

Shire of Manjimup 1,500 #SO_MY_FEST 
Delivered in collaboration with the Shire of Manjimup 
Youth Network, this free youth festival featured a range of 
interactive workshops, fun activities, live music, food and 
information stalls. A Skateboarding WA workshop were 
provided, and local youth were involved in the planning and 
implementation of the event. 

Shire of Morawa 1,000 Youth Week Seaside Cinema 
An outdoor movie screening to thank and celebrate the 
contributions young people make to the community. 

Shire of Murray 1,500 Street Chillz Aware Youth Festival 2018 
A range of fun and interactive activities including bubble 
soccer, Freestyle Now BMX displays and workshops, 
Oculus Rift virtual reality and urban arts workshops were 
provided for local youth to enjoy. The local Youth 
Advocacy Centre was involved in all aspects of the planning 
and implementation of the event. 

Shire of Nannup 1,500 2018 WA Youth Week Events 
A series of arts-based events, held over two days, including 
special effects make-up workshops and silk screen designing. 
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Shire of Narembeen 800 Narembeen Warrior 

Young people participated in a Ninja-style scavenger hunt 
throughout the town, followed by a disco. 

Shire of Pingelly 1,500 Pingelly Youth Celebration Day 

A range of activities for youth including amusement courses, 
face painting, a cake station and a sausage sizzle. 

Shire of Toodyay 1,350 Toodyay Youth Forum 

An event for young people to share their thoughts on a range 
of issues relating to education and employment; leisure, 
recreation and social life; communication and information; 
and respect and inclusion. 

Shire of Waroona 1,500 Waroona Youth Festival 

The local Youth Advisory Councildelivered a range of free 
activities including BMX and skateboarding demonstrations 
and workshops, climbing wall, bouncy castle, face painting, 
art workshops, information stalls and music. 

Shire of West Arthur 1,045 Youth Week 2018 

A range of activities including woodwork demonstrations by 
the local Men’s Shed, laser tag and a movie and games 
afternoon. The West Arthur Youth Reference Group were 
involved in planning and delivering the events. 

The Country Womens 
Association of WA – 
River Valley Belles 

1,500 Hip Hop RNB Workshop and Disco 

A youth committee delivered a two-day hip hop workshop 
for young people, followed by a disco to showcase their new 
skills and talents. 

The Federation of WA 
Police and Community 
Youth Centre – 
Broome 

1,500 Our Young Mob Got Talent 

Young people showcased their musical, performance and 
visual arts talents in front of the wider community. 

The Federation of WA 
Police and Community 
Youth Centre – 
Northam 

1,469 Fitness in the Park 

An event to encourage fun and positive approaches to 
exercise and fitness using natural movement and boxing. 
Young people in the Stepping Stones program were 
involved in the planning and implementation of the event. 

The Girls’ Brigade 
Western Australia Inc. 

1,150 Gotta Cache ‘Em All 

A geocaching adventure throughout Perth for up to 50 young 
people. Participants worked together to problem solve and 
get to the final base. This was followed by a lunch and 
discussion about solving local and social problems, as raised 
by participants. 

Town of Mosman Park 1,500 Mosman Park Youth Week Celebration 

A festival of performances by local musicians, and 
information, food and market stalls. Young people on the 
Youth Affairs Council, the ICEA and MosArts were 
involved in planning and delivering the event. 

Undalup Association 
Inc. 

1,500 2018 Undalup Djeran Youth Week Event 

A component of the larger Southwest National Youth Week 
Festival, the event featured a range of activities including 
a motocross demonstration, live music and Aboriginal dance 
workshops. 



 [ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 12 February 2020] 441 

 

Walpole Community 
Resource Centre Inc. 

1,500 #SO_MY_FEST 
Delivered in collaboration with the Shire of Manjimup 
Youth Network, this free youth festival featured a range of 
interactive workshops, fun activities, live music, food and 
information stalls, including a reptile learning and petting 
trailer. 

Youth Focus Inc. 1,500 Superhero YOUth! 

Young people on the Youth Focus Reference Group and 
Zero2Hero volunteers planned and delivered an event, held 
at Oxford Street Reserve, to raise awareness about youth 
mental health. The event included entertainment, food and 
information stalls. 

Youth Involvement 
Council Inc. 

1,500 Hedland’s Got Talent, Hedland Youth Awards 

Young people were invited to showcase their skills and 
talents in front of the wider community. The event featured 
an award ceremony to highlight the achievements of young 
people in the community, arts and sport. 

The Federation of WA 
Police and Community 
Youth Centre 

80,000 Roebourne PCYC Safe Space Project 

A Friday Night program for local young people to hang out 
and play in a safe, supervised environment while engaging 
in life skills workshops, with access to qualified youth 
workers and support agencies. 

Three-hour sessions, from 5:30pm, including a meal and 
transportation home for all participants. 

Save the Children 
Australia 

*Paid through 
a Memorandum of 
Understanding with 
the Department of 
Local Government 
Sport and Cultural 
Industries 

50,000 Ignite Basketball 
A one-off grant to Save the Children Australia, managed by 
the Department of Local Government Sport and Cultural 
Industries (DLGSCI), on behalf of the Department of 
Communities and DLGSCI, to provide the Ignite Basketball 
program for six months. A sport-based youth engagement 
and leadership initiative targeted to at risk young people 
aged 11 to 18 years of age in the City of Armadale. 

Youth Affairs Council 
of WA Inc. 

60,000 Hong Kong International Exchange Youth Program 2017–18 

To continue the bi-directional youth exchange program 
between Hong Kong and Western Australia. 

Youth Affairs Council 
of WA Inc. 

60,000 Hong Kong International Exchange Youth Program 2018–
19 – (funding paid in 2018) 

To continue the bi-directional youth exchange program 
between Hong Kong and Western Australia. To broaden the 
international perspective of selected young people aged 18 
to 25 years and to provide a cultural, educational and 
relationship building experience across countries and 
cultures. 

Youth Affairs Council 
of WA Inc. 

13,300 WA Youth Strategy: Youth Summit 
To assist with the coordination and facilitation of the WA 
Youth Strategy: Youth Summit, held in 2017. 

Youth Affairs Council 
of WA Inc. 

7,668 Youth Disability Advocacy Network Tactile Interpreter 

A tactile interpreter provided assistance to one member of 
the Youth Disability Advocacy Network (YDAN) for twelve 
months. The interpreter is required to attend committee 
meetings, inclusion workshops, forums and conduct 
facilities audits. 
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2018/2019 
Organisation Grant ($) Project 
City of Busselton 1,000 City of Busselton Battle of the Bands 2019 

A two-day amateur music competition coordinated by the 
Shift Youth Crew in partnership with the Busselton Youth 
Services Team. A series of DJ and song writing workshops 
were held prior to the event, aim to encourage participation, 
upskill young people and provide them with valuable 
networking opportunities. Workshop participants were given 
the opportunity to perform at the silent disco and a DJ battle 
competition. 

Leading Youth 
Forward Inc. 

5,000 Big Day Out 1 2019 
A development day for at-risk young people in the 
metropolitan region. The program was developed by young 
people and included a variety of activities that focus on 
responsible decision making, social connectedness and team 
work, educational engagement and career planning, mental 
health, physical health and nutrition. The project aimed to 
provide young people with positive experiences, mentors 
and role models. 

Live To Tell Your 
Story Inc. 

4,840 Kartagup Djinda Ngardak 
A six-day culinary program, for 25 young Aboriginal people, 
included workshops in permaculture, artisan bread and 
chocolate making. The program promotes leadership, educates 
about Aboriginal culture and provides industry opportunities. 
High-profile chefs, teachers and Noongar Elders mentored 
students in cultural protocols and bush foods and provided 
professional expertise in hospitality and tourism. 
Participants presented their culinary dish in schools and 
TAFE through a series of workshops to champion their 
cultural knowledge to at least 100 students. 
Following the workshops and activities, participants hosted 
a gala event in Albany to showcase Aboriginal music, arts 
and culinary skills to the public, including other young 
people in the community. 

Shire of Broome 8,000 Broome Vibes Music Sessions 
A series of four family-friendly, inclusive and affordable music 
events that aimed to development knowledge, confidence and 
skills to assist young people to be more actively involved in 
community life and achieve their personal goals. 
The events were led by local young people and showcase 
local musical talent while promoting wellbeing within the 
community. 

Shire of Capel 5,000 The Art and Drama of Bullying: What’s the Point? 
A two-part project that provided opportunities for young 
people to develop knowledge, confidence and skills through 
art and drama. 
Workshops developed art techniques, in a range of mediums 
by a professional artist, addressed bullying in school and 
created an art installation to raise awareness about the impact 
of bullying on young people’s wellbeing. Participants creatde 
individual art pieces to contribute to a public art exhibition. 
Drama workshops facilitated team work, creative thinking 
and problem solving by developing scripts for plays that 
centre on bullying. Participants expressed themselves and 
responded to issues impacting on their lives through 
self-written plays, performed in schools in the region. 
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Shire of Lake Grace 3,382 Come Fly a Kite 
Kite-making workshops for primary and high school 
students facilitated teamwork, creativity, communication 
and provided youth with confidence to be actively involved 
in the community. The workshops built life skills to assist to 
achieve personal goals. 
Kite-making can enhance young people’s abilities with 
counting, colours and shapes, and explore geometry and 
physics principles with older students. 
Students from the local high school took on a leadership role 
in project decision-making and addressing challenges as 
they arose. Local primary school students received 
encouragement to promote the event within the community. 

Shire of Manjimup 4,500 Latham Street Mosaic 
The project was proposed to the Shire by the Walpole 
Primary School Student Council, to create a mural at the 
local recreation and skate park. 
Participants worked with a professional artist through 
a series of workshops to develop a design concept and 
complete the mural. 
The project aimed to inspire youth to contribute to community 
life and become positive peer role models. Engaging young 
people to develop collaborative relationships with local 
government they may feel empowered to have input into 
decisions that may affect their life and wellbeing. 

Shire of Murray 5,000 Sunday Skate 
A pilot project provided skateboard clinics during two 
school terms for young people in the community. Local 
youth support organisations were rostered to attend the 
sessions at regular intervals to speak directly with youth and 
promote their services. 
The project was developed following consultation with the 
youth reference group to address a need for more physical 
youth activities on weekends and a rise in anti-social 
behaviour at the local skate park. 
The project aimed to engage young people in the 
development of youth initiatives and programs, reduce 
anti-social behaviour, and build rapport with local youth 
services and encourage promotion. 

South West Women’s 
Health and 
Information Centre 

5,000 Girls to Women 
Partly-subsidised, weekly workshops for young women 
promoted positive messages and educate about positive body 
image, safety, health, relationships and self-appreciation. 
The program ran for two terms focusing on important issues 
for young girls, including physiological, behavioural and 
hormonal changes, as they transition to adulthood. The 
workshops encouraged young people to become more 
involved in their community and to increase their awareness 
of accessible service providers. 

Whitelion Youth 
Agency Ltd 

10,000 Ballajura Connect 
A recreational and educational program in a safe and 
accessible space for young people in the community. The 
program included camps to enhance participants’ 
knowledge, social skills and mental health and facilitate 
access to support services. 
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The project aimed to engage the most vulnerable and at-risk 
young people living in a diverse community and focused on 
early intervention to increase school attendance and reduce 
antisocial behaviour and the occurrence of reoffending. 
Recreational activities include Friday night basketball, cooking 
classes, self-defence classes and discos. The educational 
component addressed legal rights and responsibilities and 
mental and sexual health. A youth steering committee 
of 15 young people and a staff member created and 
implemented the project, including the development of 
promotional materials and evaluation methods. 

World Vision 
Australia 

10,000 Impact Club West Kimberley Pilot 
A pilot delivered in Derby, Mowanjum and Pandanas Park, 
the employment focused positive youth development model 
aimed to provide young people with the knowledge, skills 
and experience to find and sustain employment or start their 
own small business or social enterprise. Participants 
attended 18 months of weekly club sessions to develop 
a wide variety of skills and implement up to four 
service-learning projects. 

Wyalkatchem 
Community Resource 
Centre Inc. 

5,803 Wyalkatchem Youth Group 
Weekly meetings were held in a safe and supervised 
environment, to form friendships, learn about cultural and 
historic values, and learn about real-life issues. 
The program included a range of games and events to learn 
about work ethics and employment, local Aboriginal culture 
from visiting Elders, drug and alcohol awareness, art, yoga 
and meditation, computer software, and internet security and 
cyber bullying. 
The project aimed to encourage young people, particularly 
those who are at-risk, vulnerable and socially isolated, to 
regularly participate in a variety of fun and informative 
community events and activities. 

Youth Affairs Council 
of WA Inc. 

20,000 Community Engagement 
A one-day inclusive arts event during Youth Week WA 2019 
where Young people could create a shared public art piece. 
The project aimed to engage a wide range of young people 
and accommodate their diverse access and inclusion needs. 
The project was held in the Perth Central Business District, 
to increase accessibility and participation. 

Albany Roller Derby 
League Inc. 

998 This is How We Roll-er Disco 
Delivered in collaboration with 2018/2019 ‘Skate like 
a Girl’ program participants, an all ages Roller Disco was 
provided at The Track, during Youth Week. 

Broome Youth and 
Families Hub Inc. 

1,000 Youth Week Disco 
An event to celebrate young people and acknowledge their 
contributions within the community. A dance competition 
was included with prizes awarded. 

Bruce Rock 
Community Resource 
Centre Inc. 

1,000 Bruce Rock Youth Fest 
Three days of activities included craft days, inflatable games 
and a themed disco. 

Brunswick Junction 
Community Resource 
Centre Inc. 

935 Pop Up Games Spot (PUGS) 
An event that aimed to bring young people together to 
socialise, participate in a range of fun activities and access 
information about community service providers. 
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Cancer Council of 
Western Australia Inc. 

570 Shift Youth Festival 2019 
A smoothie bike stand at the Shift Youth Festival 2019. 
Young people worked with Melo Velo and the local Men’s 
Shed to build the bicycle blender, then make smoothies to 
promote the importance of physical activity and healthy 
living at the festival. 

City of Albany 3,000 Youth Week Beach Party 
A day of fun activities to showcase the achievements of 
young people in the community through music, volunteering 
and Menang Noongar culture. The event aimed to promote 
self-confidence, team work, arts and culture and healthy 
lifestyles. 

City of Busselton 1,000 South West Youth Festival 2019 
A family-friendly event featured a range of activities and 
entertainment to showcase young local artists and 
performers. The event provided an opportunity for young 
people to become involved in their community and celebrate 
their contributions. 

City of Cockburn 1,000 Good Stories of Young People in Cockburn 
Young people became ‘books’ and shared their experiences 
and stories in small groups of ‘readers’. 
The project aimed to develop a positive message for young 
people to reduce prejudice and raise awareness, connection 
and understanding between community members of diverse 
ages and cultural backgrounds. 
The activity provided a safe environment and encouraged 
active and engaging conversations for youth and increased 
inclusion and community belonging. 

City of Gosnells 3,000 Sound Valley Youth Festival 
A battle of the bands, skateboard and scooter competitions, 
a range of interactive workshops and a village area for 
young people to run stalls that displayed art and promoted 
initiatives they were passionate about. 

City of Joondalup 1,000 Defeat the Beat 
A music competition for young people to perform in front of 
a live audience with prizes including studio time and 
a professional photo shoot. A youth working group planned 
and delivered the event. 

City of Kalamunda 3,000 Jump Climb Create WA Youth Week Festival 
Delivered in partnership with Youth Action Kalamunda, 
a sports and arts festival, for young people and their 
families, provided a range of unique activities including 
physical games and creative workshops, to give young 
people the opportunity to showcase their passions and skills. 

City of South Perth 1,000 City of South Perth Youth Week 
A series of workshops and a one-day festival including 
music, silent disco, bouncy castle, face painting, smoothie 
station, air brush tattoos, garden games, rock climbing wall 
and a chill out zone. 

Cockburn Chinese 
Community 
Association 
Incorporated 

430 Cockburn Chinese Community Association Youth Week Event 
A family-themed photography contest and exhibition where 
young people submitted up to three pictures of their 
families. The exhibition, including an awards ceremony, was 
held at the Atwell Community Centre. 
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Escare Inc. 1,000 Esperance Amazing Race 2019 

A race throughout the Esperance townsite during Youth 
Week WA. 

Harvey Community 
Resource Centre Inc. 

505 Saturday Chillax: Youth Week WA 2019 

Transport was provided for young people to attend the Pop 
Up Games Sessions event, held at Brunswick Junction 
Community Resource Centre. The bus ran from Yarloop, 
through Harvey to Brunswick. 

Harvey Recreation and 
Cultural Centre Inc. 

1,000 Saturday Chillax: Youth Week WA 2019 

A range of fun activities including bubble soccer and other 
team sports, followed by the screening of a movie. The event 
provided an opportunity for young people get together and 
celebrate the contributions they make within the community. 

Kimberley Aboriginal 
Medical Services 
Limited 

2,500 Broome Youth Festival 

A youth-led activity provided young people the opportunity 
to showcase their musical talents in a fun, safe environment. 
The event aimed to raise awareness of youth mental health 
and the importance of keeping socially connected through 
positive activities. A colour run was organised focusing on 
inclusiveness and LGBTI youth. 

Kondinin Community 
Resource Centre 

1,000 A Day in Freo 

A day trip to Fremantle to visit the Maritime and Shipwreck 
Museums, the Fremantle Prison and enjoy fish and chips at 
the harbour. 

Lamp Incorporated 700 Drum It – Beat It – Feel It 

A Djembe drumming workshop to support emotional 
regulation and connectedness among young people. The 
workshop was cofacilitated by youth supported by the 
organisation, including a guided session and free jamming 
session. 

Mosman Park Arts 
Foundation 

1,000 Mosman Park Youth Art and Culture Festival 

Activities included a Battle of the Bands competition, barista 
workshop, pizza making classes, music production workshop, 
photography course, dance classes, yoga, meditation and 
mindfulness workshops and a photography exhibition. 

Pakistanis in Australia 
Inc. 

450 Games Bonanza 

A range of fun and challenging board games for young 
people and daily social media posts to highlighted a young 
achiever from the Pakistani community. 

Quairading 
Community Resource 
Centre 

1,000 Pop Up Art Gallery by Quairading Youth 

Artist Luke O’Donohoe facilitated a painting-based 
workshop followed by a display of artwork in a pop-up 
gallery in the main street. The workshop encouraged young 
people to discuss issues, ideas and concerns with the support 
of teachers and community leaders. Youth were involved in 
marketing the project and run the space during open hours. 

Relationships 
Australia (WA) Inc. 

800 Shift Youth Festival 

A ‘chill out’ area at the Shift Youth Festival provided an 
opportunity for the whole community to come together and 
celebrate Youth Week. It offered youth a drug, alcohol and 
smoke free place to hang out, enjoy free entertainment and 
access healthy food options. 
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Shark Bay Youth 
Group Association Inc. 

1,000 2019 Youth Week WA 

A series of events during Youth Week WA including 
a scavenger hunt at the Denham foreshore, the TOWN in 
THEIR OWN IMAGE Youth Summit and a Bake Off. 

Shire of Augusta–
Margaret River 

2,400 South West National Youth Week Festival 

Activities were delivered, in partnership with local youth 
services and community groups, including live music 
performed by local youth bands, interactive sustainable art 
activities, a tie-dyeing stall, skate competition, face painting 
and a photography competition. Young people on the Shire’s 
Youth Advisory Council assisted with event planning and 
implementation. 

Shire of Boddington 1,000 Boddington Youth Centre Youth Fest Festival 

A sports carnival, art workshops and amusements, a range of 
information stalls and a free sausage sizzle were provided for 
youth, by the Boddington Youth Centre Advisory Council. 

Shire of Capel 1,000 Dalyellup Cultural Mural Art Project 

A series of art workshops for young people to work together 
to design and paint a mural on the Dalyellup Beach toilet 
block. 

Shire of Cranbrook 1,000 Under-ager 

A free night-festival for young people, 12 to 17 years, 
included activities such as a silent disco, foam party, bungee 
tug of war and bubble soccer. The event provided an 
opportunity for young people to come together to network 
and celebrate. 

Shire of Cuballing 1,000 Cuballing Bus Shelter Art Project 

A series of street art workshops for youth to create designs 
and transfer these onto bus shelters throughout the town. 

Shire of Dalwallinu 1,000 Dalwallinu Youth Week 

A two-day graffiti workshop where youth could create 
designs and paint these onto concrete half pipes at the local 
skate park. Following Youth Week, a launch event 
showcased the completed artworks. 

Shire of Dandaragan 1,000 Spray the Grey Youth Festival 

A colour course, rides, amusements, educational workshops 
from Circus WA and Drumbeat, and live entertainment was 
available for youth to celebrate their contribution to the 
community. 

The Youth Advisory Council and other young people from 
the area took part in the organisation and implementation of 
the festival. Free transport was available to young people in 
other towns in the Shire to help all young people to attend 
the event. 

Shire of Denmark 3,000 4Youth Denmark Fest 2019 

Free activities for young people including art workshops, 
youth performances, live youth music, special events, 
games, and skill development. 

A youth planning group assisted with decision-making for 
the festival and provided a chance for young people to get 
involved, develop new skills and learn about event 
management. 
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Shire of Gnowangerup 1,000 Act-Belong-Commit Roller Hockey/Disco 
Young people from Gnowangerup, Borden and Ongerup took 
part in Roller Derby and roller hockey workshops, followed 
by a disco. The event incorporated the Act-Belong-Commit 
theme that promotes positive mental health for young people. 

Shire of Katanning 500 Katanning Youth Festival 
An event featuring music, free food, colour and fun activities, 
planned and delivered by a group of home-schooled students 
and students from the local high school. 

Shire of Kulin 1,000 Shot in the Dark 
A two-stage event: the first hosted an exhibition of student 
art work, in collaboration with the Kulin District High 
School, followed by a sit-down meal at the Kulin Tennis 
Club and the second included a glow in the dark golf game, 
where groups worked together to complete the holes 
assigned to them. 

Shire of Murray 1,000 Street Chillz Drug Aware Youth Festival 
A festival incorporating elements of skate culture including 
a skate competition (hosted by Freestyle Now), an urban art 
workshop and presentation by the Graphite Crew. The Shire 
of Murray’s youth reference group, myVoice, planned and 
delivered the event. 

Shire of Nannup 1,000 2019 National Youth Week Celebrations 
A day of activities including laser tag, rocket making 
workshops and a craft marquee, with catering provided by 
the Nannup Music Club. 

Shire of Narembeen 800 Narembeen Youth Week Team Building Camping Trip 
A camping trip for young people to recognise and 
acknowledge the volunteer work they undertake with local 
groups and seniors in the community. 

Shire of Pingelly 1,000 Pingelly Youth Celebration Day 2019 
A festival created and driven by young people that provided 
an opportunity for young people to showcase their talents, 
highlight key issues and concerns and provided a platform to 
collectively explore possible solutions. 

Shire of Shark Bay 1,000 WA Youth Week Workshop 
Four full-day workshops for young people about film 
making including acting, filming, directing, production, 
green screen, special effects and make up. Participants 
developed and produced a show at a gala event held at the 
local community hall. 

Shire of Waroona 3,000 Waroona Youth Fest 2019 
Delivered in collaboration with the Waroona Youth 
Advisory Council, a free event at the Skate Park and 
Recreation Centre featured activities including BMX and 
skate boarding demonstrations and workshops, a climbing 
wall, bouncy castle, face painting, art and a series of 
workshops to promote physical activity and healthy living. 
Information stalls were hosted by several youth and other 
service providers. 

Shire of Wiluna 752 Wiluna 3 on 3 Basketball Comp 
A three-on-three basketball competition for young people to 
participate and develop organisational skills and provide 
a sense of pride and ownership of the program. 
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South-West Aboriginal 
Medical Service 
Aboriginal 
Corporation 

1,000 Youth Art Project 
Aboriginal youth were encouraged to create artwork to 
display at the local Policy and Community Youth Centre. 
An art workshop to create pieces such as canvasses, 
decorative cushions or seating that aimed to assist young 
people to explore their creative side and showcase their 
contribution to a community space. 

The Australian–Asian 
Association of 
Western Australia Inc. 

1,000 Australian–Asian Association Sports Workshop 2019 for 
Culturally and Linguistically Diverse (CaLD) Youth 
A sports workshop for CaLD youth provided information on 
sports issues. Guest speakers included representatives from 
the Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural 
Industries, the City of Vincent and Football West. 

Theatre Kimberley 
Inc. 

1,000 Puppetry Workshops 
A week of Puppetry Workshops for young people to create 
large and small puppetry designs. The designs were based 
on cultural and environmental knowledge of their local 
environment, specifically marine life and migratory birds. 
Skills in puppet-making, including use of tools and 
materials, and storytelling with an ecological focus were 
developed and the workshops formed part of a collaborative 
community theatre production. 

Wyndham Youth 
Aboriginal 
Corporation (WYAC) 

3,000 Celebrating Wyndham Youth! 
A week of activities that culminated in an awards and family 
fun festival night, delivered in partnership with other 
agencies and the local Youth Advisory Council. 

Yarloop Community 
Resource Centre Inc. 

750 Pop Up Games Spot (PUGS) 
Delivered collaboratively with Harvey Recreational Centre, 
young people took part in a range of activities including 
bubble soccer and other team sports, followed by the 
screening of a movie. The event provided an opportunity for 
young people to get together and celebrate the contributions 
they make within the community. 

Youth Focus Inc. 750 Bicycle Workshop 
A Bicycle Workshop for 30 young people who lacked the 
skills or knowledge required to service their bicycle. The 
session addressed and enhanced mental health literacy and 
concluded with a short presentation about the service and 
supporting friends. 

Youth Involvement 
Council Inc. 

1,000 Hedland’s Got Talent 
Local youth performed and showcased their talents to the 
wider community at the event designed and delivered by 
local young people. The event also included the Hedland 
Youth Awards, which were presented at the final event, held 
at the South Hedland Town Square. 
Youth were involved in event decision-making including 
how the event will look, designing trophies, holding 
planning meetings, and preparing contestants in the green 
room. Young people were also represented on the judging 
panel and the event MC. 

City of Kalgoorlie 
Boulder 

70,000 lYnk 
A collaborative youth outreach project with government 
agencies and community organisations connected with 
young people in places where young people congregate and 
at the times when young people are present in community 
and most likely to engage in order to promote their safety 
and well-being. 
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The Royal Life Saving 
Society of WA Inc. 

200,000 Talent Pool: First Time Jobs for Aboriginal Youth-Lifeguard 

The Talent Pool program in the Goldfields, Midwest and 
Pilbara regions, provided accredited industry standard 
training to local young people who live permanently in their 
communities to staff aquatic facilities across a range of 
positions and created first time jobs for Aboriginal youth. 

Youth Affairs Council 
of WA Inc. 

77,500 Supporting the Development of the WA Youth Strategy 

Contribution to staff costs to assist with the development of 
the WA Youth Strategy. The Youth Affairs Council of WA 
Inc. supported the Department of Communities by providing 
strategic advice, support for the Reference Group, engaged 
with the WA Youth Services Sector, engaged with diverse 
young people and supported with drafting and reviewing 
content for the strategy. 

Youth Affairs Council 
of WA Inc. 

20,000 WA Youth Awards 2018 

The 20th year of the WA Youth Awards 2018 recognised the 
achievement and contribution of young people, aged 12 to 
25 years, and youth groups and organisations that support 
youth in Western Australia. 

The milestone was celebrated by reflecting on the history of 
the awards in WA. 

 

2019/2020 (as at 6 January 2020) 

Organisation Grant ($) Project 

City of South Perth 5,000 YACtivate! 

To bring young people from Youth Advisory Councils 
(YAC) across Western Australia together for a two-day 
conference, planned by young people for young people. The 
purpose of the conference is to further leadership and public 
speaking skills, provide networking opportunities, and build 
capacity, confidence and resilience for attendees, within the 
context of the range of issues important for young people. 

Northcliffe Family 
Centre Inc. 

5,000 #SO_MY_FEST 

A free event focused on performance, music, dance and 
creative art, with transport provided from four supporting 
towns to ensure access and inclusion for young people. The 
festival is a celebration for youth by youth, to acknowledge 
their positive contribution to the community. 

Shire of Beverley 5,000 Beverley Youth Precinct 

To establish a location and concept design for a universal 
access Youth Precinct Area in Beverley. The Youth Precinct 
area will be an area for youth to feel safe, participate in 
healthy recreational activities and belong to their 
community. 

Shire of Cranbrook 5,000 Learn How to Live 

A program for teens, during the 2020 April school holidays, 
to develop knowledge, confidence and skills to assist young 
people to be actively involved in community life and 
respond to issues impacting their lives. 

Informative workshops about how to set and achieve goals, 
mindfulness, and personal strength and growth, will foster 
an environment to encourage strong and independent leaders 
in regional communities. 
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Shire of Dowerin 5,000 Dowerin Youth Publication 
Local youth will develop skills and knowledge in article 
writing, interviewing, formatting and publishing documents, 
photography, media and marketing and project management 
through a youth-driven publication that will enable them to 
interact with the local community and present bigger ideas 
to local youth. 
The publication will be an outlet of expression for individual 
talents of the young people involved. Interviewing and 
interacting with the community and members of the wider 
district will build their confidence and conversation skills, 
and knowledge of current affairs. 

Shire of Wiluna 10,000 Reach 1 Teach 1: Trooth time 
To create musical pieces to address social and personal 
issues such as, offending behaviour and its impact on self, 
family and community; health issues concerning drug, 
alcohol and solvent abuse; school attendance, education, 
higher learning and their future. 
The program is delivered across twelve months, in 
4 week-long workshops. 
Participants will create and share a hip-hop piece that will be 
filmed and eventually shared with parents, siblings and the 
wider community. 

Sports Challenge 
Australia 

10,000 Nutrition Skills for At Risk Young People 
A program for at risk young people in Middle Swan and 
Koongamia, that focuses on obesity, improvement in fitness 
and physical activity, diet and nutrition, food preparation 
skills, and improving mental health (self-esteem). 

Swan Districts 
Football Club Inc. – 
V Swans Program 

5,000 V Swans Onslow Indigenous Hip Hop 
A week-long dance and music video program in the town of 
Onslow, in the Pilbara, to address youth; disengagement 
from Community, drug and alcohol use and abuse, 
confidence and sense of belonging within the community. 
The project provides an opportunity for youth to express these 
challenges, the good and the bad, through music and dance. 

Save the Children 
Australia Trust 

750,000 
250,000 per 
annum over 
three years, 
commencing 
2019–20.  

Youth Partnership Program 
To provide technical support to the District Leadership 
Group to address the local priority of reducing youth 
offending. This will harness the local knowledge and 
provide research, community engagement, co-design, 
monitoring and evaluation to ensure the strategic integration 
of youth justice initiatives from universal to tertiary. 

TRANSPORT — BOATING ACCIDENTS 
5821. Ms L. Mettam to the Minister for Transport: 
(1) How many boating and watercraft related accidents occurred in Western Australia in the following 

financial years: 
(a) 2016–17; 
(b) 2017–18; and 
(c) 2018–19? 

(2) What percentage of accidents in (1) were within 400m from shore, for each of the following financial 
years: 
(a) 2016–17; 
(b) 2017–18; and 
(c) 2018–19? 
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Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
(1) (a) 179 

(b) 183 

(c) 124 

(2) Number of reported events are listed below. Note that these events have not necessarily occurred within 
400m of shore: 

(a) Inland Waters – 45; Enclosed waters – 43; Inshore waters – 50; Offshore waters – 41 

(b) Not recorded – 3; Inland Waters – 39; Enclosed waters – 47; Inshore waters – 62; 
Offshore waters – 32 

(c) Not recorded – 13; Inland Waters – 54; Enclosed waters – 9; Inshore waters – 30; 
Offshore waters – 18 

TRANSPORT — ON-DEMAND TRANSPORT REFORM — REGIONAL TAXI INDUSTRY 

5822. Ms L. Mettam to the Minister for Transport: 
Since 17 March 2017, can the Minister please list all meetings she has personally attended with regional taxi 
operators regarding their concerns relating to the state government’s on-demand transport reforms, detailing the 
following: 

(a) Date of meeting; 

(b) Location of meeting; and 

(c) Regional taxi operator/s who attended the meeting? 

Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
Meetings held with regional taxi drivers been previously outlined in previous Parliamentary Questions C723, 2083, 
C354, and C1421. 

Upon appointment of the member for Armadale as the taxi and on-demand transport reform coordinator, over 
50 hours of meetings were held across the on-demand transport industry including with representatives from the 
WA Country Taxi Operators Association (WACTOA), the Taxi Operators Legal Defence Group, Swan Taxis, 
Black and White Cabs, Uber, Shofer, Combined Taxi Management, W.A. Taxis, the Motor Trade Association of 
Western Australia, the Wedding Car and Limousine Association WA, and CabRyder, along with a number of 
individual taxi and on-demand drivers and taxi plate owners with a broad range of personal circumstances and 
financial situations. 

The Minister and Member for Armadale also spoke with a range of plate owners and taxi drivers at a range of 
events such as Meet the Member events and other forums, such as town hall meetings. 

WACTOA was consulted over the course of the reform process. DoT representatives attended the WACTOA 
AGM in March 2019 to discuss concerns and what further could be done to assist. 

The Minister Transport met with representatives of the regional taxi industry in Albany on 10 May 2019. 

In August and September 2019, senior DoT staff and the Minister’s office met with 16 individual country taxi-car 
operators. 

More recently the Minister for Transport met with representatives of the regional taxi industry at Community 
Cabinet in Murray–Wellington on 9 December 2019 

DoT staff continue to meet with regional operators to provide support in understanding and meeting obligations 
under the new legislation. DoT has also conducted over 25 Regional advisory visits with taxi operators across WA, 
and met with operators in Albany and Kalgoorlie about specific issues. 

TRANSPORT — BYFORD RAIL EXTENSION — CONSULTANTS 

5829. Ms L. Mettam to the Minister for Transport: 
(1) Since 17 March 2017, have any consultants been employed to assist with any work on the Byford Rail 

Extension? If yes: 

(a) what was the name of the consultant; 

(b) for what period were they employed; 

(c) what work did they undertake; and 

(d) what was the cost of each consultancy? 
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(2) Have any other contracts related to the Byford Rail Extension been let? If yes: 

(a) who was the contract with; 

(b) when was the contract let; 

(c) what was the contract for; and 

(d) what was the cost of each contract? 

Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
(1) No. 

(2) Yes. 

(a) Ernst and Young; AECOM. 

(b) Early 2019; July 2019. 

(c) Business Case development; Feasibility design development. 

(d) $253,450; $1,137,941. 

POLICE — CARNARVON POLICE AND COMMUNITY YOUTH CLUB 

5831. Mr V.A. Catania to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
I refer to the announcement that the Carnarvon Police and Community Youth Club (PCYC) has been allocated 
funding to undergo a major redevelopment, and I ask: 

(a) When will funding be released for the Carnarvon PCYC to utilise; 

(b) What is the expected start date and completion date for the Carnarvon PCYC’s major redevelopment to 
expand their capacity; 

(c) Are there any plans to relocate the Carnarvon PCYC to an alternative location; and 

(d) If so, what is the location and time frame for completion? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Western Australian Police Force advise: 

(a)–(d) The funding will be released in stages from 2019–20 to the proposed completion in 2020–21 for the 
relocation of Carnarvon PCYC to the former Carnarvon Senior High School Performing Arts and 
Recreation Centre at 19 Cleaver Street Carnarvon. 

METRONET — RAILCARS — BELLEVUE FACILITY 

5836. Ms L. Mettam to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to the Minister’s media statement ‘Tender to build METRONET Bellevue railcar depot released’ on 
23 September 2019, and I ask: 

(a) Of the 200 direct long term jobs, how many are forecast to be apprenticeships or traineeships; 

(b) Of the 200 direct long term jobs, how many are forecast to have received training at the Midland TAFE 
Metronet Trade Training Centre; 

(c) What are the workforce projections at the Bellevue railcar depot for each of the following years: 

(i) 2021; 

(ii) 2022; and 

(iii) 2023; and 

(d) From which countries will the parts for Metronet railcars be manufactured? 

Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
(a) Between 15 and 30 per cent of the workforce is anticipated to be made up of apprenticeships or 

traineeships. 

(b) It is anticipated that a significant portion of the workforce will receive training at the Rail Training Centre. 

(c)–(d) The full workforce projections associated with the contract signed 12 December 2019 with Alstom is not 
yet know with a number of sub-supplier contracts for the METRONET railcars still to be finalised, noting 
that at least 50 per cent of the railcars will be built locally compared with 2 per cent under the former 
Liberal–National Government. 
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT — POLICE ATTENDANCE 

5837. Ms L. Mettam to the Minister for Police: 
In 2017, 2018 and 2019, how many times were WA Police called to attend incidents along each of the following 
rail lines: 

(a) Midland Line; 

(b) Armadale Line; 

(c) Mandurah Line; 

(d) Joondalup Line; and 

(e) Fremantle Line? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Western Australian Police Force advise: 

The following train stations are common to multiple rail lines: 

Perth and Perth Underground (which are physically linked) 

Elizabeth Quay 

Claisebrook 

McIver 

The statistics for these stations are provided separately. 

(a) Midland Line 

The number of dispatch tasks were 743 in 2017; 423 in 2018; and 433 in 2019 to 3 December 2019. 

(b) Armadale Line 

The number of dispatch tasks were 1 530 in 2017; 1 605 in 2018; and 932 in 2019 to 3 December 2019. 

(c) Mandurah Line 

The number of dispatch tasks were 1 513 in 2017; 1 676 in 2018; and 680 in 2019 to 3 December 2019. 

(d) Joondalup Line 

The number of dispatch tasks were 561 in 2017; 590 in 2018; and 579 in 2019 to 3 December 2019. 

(e) Fremantle Line 

The number of dispatch tasks were 321 in 2017; 349 in 2018; and 336 in 2019 to 3 December 2019. 

Stations which are common to multiple rail lines 

(1) Perth Station and Perth Underground Station (common to the Midland, Armadale, Mandurah, Joondalup 
and Fremantle lines) 

The number of dispatch tasks were 785 in 2017; 877 in 2018; and 823 in 2019 to 3 December 2019. 

(2) Elizabeth Quay Station (common to the Mandurah and Joondalup lines) 

The number of dispatch tasks were 15 in 2017; 29 in 2018; and 32 in 2019 to 3 December 2019. 

(3) Claisebrook Station (common to the Midland and Armadale lines) 

The number of dispatch tasks were 43 in 2017; 56 in 2018; and 42 in 2019 to 3 December 2019. 

(4) McIver Station (common to the Midland and Armadale lines) 

The number of dispatch tasks were 163 in 2017; 123 in 2018; and 89 in 2019 to 3 December 2019. 

NB: 

Statistics are provisional and subject to revision. 

The WA Police Force does not have a specific data field which identifies events occurring on train lines. The 
statistics disclosed in the tables above are those where event address includes the term train. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT — POLICE ATTENDANCE 

5838. Ms L. Mettam to the Minister for Police: 
In 2017, 2018 and 2019, how many times were WA Police called to attend incidents at Bunbury Terminal? 
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Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Western Australia Police Force advise: 
The number of dispatch tasks to Bunbury Terminal were 11 in 2017; 9 in 2018; and in 11 in 2019 to 3 December 2019. 
NB: 
Statistics are provisional and subject to revision. 
Figures are a distinct count of events recorded with a location recorded as ‘Bunbury Passenger Terminal Train Station’, 
‘Bunbury Train Station’, ‘Bunbury Passenger Terminal’ or ‘Bunbury Terminal’. 

TOURISM — MT AUGUSTUS 
5842. Mr V.A. Catania to the Attorney General; Minister for Commerce: 
I refer to the critical importance of communication in the remote location of Mount Augustus, especially given its 
increasing popularity as a tourism destination, and I ask: 
(a) Are there plans in place to erect towers to provide phone coverage to this region; 
(b) If yes, what are the locations and time frames around the installation of phone towers; and 
(c) If no, why not? 
Mr J.R. Quigley replied: 
Please refer to answer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 5843. 

TRANSPORT — COONARIE CREEK BRIDGE 
5844. Mr V.A. Catania to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
I refer to a double fatality on Coonarie Creek Bridge Southern Approach on 30 June 2017 at 3pm 
(IMS:300617 1500 13594), and I ask: 
(a) Does Main Roads Western Australia (MRWA) have a duty of care to all road users in Western Australian 

to ensure the minimisation of risk to road users; 
(b) When was the bridge damage to the southern approach of Coonarie Creek on Great Northern Highway 

approximately 165 kilometres south of Port Hedland first recognised or reported to MRWA; 
(c) How long was the timeframe to action the works on Coonarie Bridge (i.e. from the time the maintenance 

was first factored in by MRWA until the time when the southern end of Coonarie Bridge was repaired). 
Please provide in detail; 

(d) Did MRWA receive any written or verbal complaints from any party in relation to damaged expansion 
joints at Coonarie Bridge? If so, please provide details; 

(e) Was a safety management plan for the Coonarie Bridge maintenance scheduled around June 2017 
created? If so, please provide a copy; 

(f) Was a safety risk assessment conducted on Coonarie Bridge prior to work commencing? If so, please 
provide a copy; 

(g) Were supplementary safety risk assessments conducted on Coonarie Bridge during the time of commencement 
of road works and the completion of road works in June 2017? If so, please provide examples; 

(h) Did any risk assessment in relation to the broken expansion gaps at Coonarie Bridge consider the danger 
to trucks travelling at 60 KPH over a gap measuring approximately 150 mm and the subsequent risk and 
reaction of a heavy truck engaging the dilapidated road section at 60 KPH; 

(i) Is a register of temporary speed limits stipulated during road works kept? If so were the Coonarie Bridge 
reduction in limits from 110 KPH to 80 KPH to 60 KPH included on any register? Please provide 
evidence if it exists; 

(j) What risk methodology did MRWA use to formulate the reduced speed limits on Coonarie Bridge in 
June 2017 from 110 KPH to 80 KPH to 60 KPH; 

(k) Are regular inspections of roadside signs to ensure signs are intact, upright and in good condition conducted; 
(l) If regular roadside sign inspections are organised what is the frequency of these inspections; 
(m) Who was responsible to ensure compliance in relation to signage maintenance and condition in June 2017 

at Coonarie Bridge; 
(n) Were any inspections conducted on signage on Coonarie Bridge on 30 June 2017: 

(i) If so, who was the person who conducted the inspections and oversaw any corrective action required; 
(o) Why did the expansion joints on Coonarie Bridge and several others bridges in the region collapse in 2017; 
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(p) Does MRWA receive any remuneration from users of Performance Based Standards (PBS) approved 
trucks in the Pilbara area for any perceived road damage: 
(i) If so what amount of money has been collected by MRWA from contractors using the PBS 

scheme since 2017; and 
(ii) If such funds are generated is the money allocated to local roads maintenance, or do the funds 

go into general revenue for MRWA; 
(q) What is the load bearing rate of expansion joints on Coonarie Bridge; 
(r) Are PBS trucks with large loads and axle capacities responsible for damage to expansion joints on bridges 

such as the one at the southern approach to Coonarie Creek bridge crossing; 
(s) How many incidents of road works signs and speed limit signs falling over at Coonarie Bridge were 

reported from the time the signs were erected till the completion of works around June 2017; 
(t) What calendar period were the signs in place at Coonarie Bridge for the June 2017 maintenance at 

Coonarie Bridge; 
(u) Is there any stipulation within MRWA requirements to construct signs of a more permanent nature if it 

takes more than two weeks to remedy a maintenance job; 
(v) Speed limit signs had fallen over around the time of the crash at 3:00 PM on 30 June 2017. By 4:30 PM 

on June 30, 2017 these signs had been reinstated. Who was responsible for resurrecting these 80 and 
60 KPH signs; 

(w) MRWA promptly repaired expansion joints on the southern approach to Coonarie Creek bridge around 
2 July 2017. Who authorised these repairs; and 

(x) Was the Minister’s office approached a few days after the accident requesting that an independent 
investigation be launched: 
(i) If so, why was the request declined? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Road Safety Commission advise: 
(a)–(w) These matters fall within the portfolio of the Minister for Transport. 
(x) No. 

(i) Not applicable. 
I refer the Member to Legislative Assembly QON 5845. 

TRANSPORT — COONARIE CREEK BRIDGE 
5845. Mr V.A. Catania to the Minister for Transport; Planning: 
I refer to a double fatality on Coonarie Creek Bridge Southern Approach on 30 June 2017 at 3pm 
(IMS:300617 1500 13594), and I ask: 
(a) Does Main Roads Western Australia (MRWA) have a duty of care to all road users in Western Australian 

to ensure the minimisation of risk to road users; 
(b) When was the bridge damage to the southern approach of Coonarie Creek on Great Northern Highway 

approximately 165 kilometres south of Port Hedland first recognised or reported to MRWA; 
(c) How long was the timeframe to action the works on Coonarie Bridge (i.e. from the time the maintenance 

was first factored in by MRWA until the time when the southern end of Coonarie Bridge was repaired). 
Please provide in detail; 

(d) Did MRWA receive any written or verbal complaints from any party in relation to damaged expansion 
joints at Coonarie Bridge? If so, please provide details; 

(e) Was a safety management plan for the Coonarie Bridge maintenance scheduled around June 2017 
created? If so, please provide a copy; 

(f) Was a safety risk assessment conducted on Coonarie Bridge prior to work commencing? If so, please 
provide a copy; 

(g) Were supplementary safety risk assessments conducted on Coonarie Bridge during the time of commencement 
of road works and the completion of road works in June 2017? If so, please provide examples; 

(h) Did any risk assessment in relation to the broken expansion gaps at Coonarie Bridge consider the danger 
to trucks travelling at 60 KPH over a gap measuring approximately 150 mm and the subsequent risk and 
reaction of a heavy truck engaging the dilapidated road section at 60 KPH; 
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(i) Is a register of temporary speed limits stipulated during road works kept? If so were the Coonarie Bridge 
reduction in limits from 110 KPH to 80 KPH to 60 KPH included on any register? Please provide 
evidence if it exists; 

(j) What risk methodology did MRWA use to formulate the reduced speed limits on Coonarie Bridge in 
June 2017 from 110 KPH to 80 KPH to 60 KPH; 

(k) Are regular inspections of roadside signs to ensure signs are intact, upright and in good condition conducted; 
(l) If regular roadside sign inspections are organised what is the frequency of these inspections; 
(m) Who was responsible to ensure compliance in relation to signage maintenance and condition in June 2017 

at Coonarie Bridge; 
(n) Were any inspections conducted on signage on Coonarie Bridge on 30 June 2017: 

(i) If so, who was the person who conducted the inspections and oversaw any corrective action required; 
(o) Why did the expansion joints on Coonarie Bridge and several others bridges in the region collapse in 2017; 
(p) Does MRWA receive any remuneration from users of Performance Based Standards (PBS) approved 

trucks in the Pilbara area for any perceived road damage: 
(i) If so what amount of money has been collected by MRWA from contractors using the PBS 

scheme since 2017; and 
(ii) If such funds are generated is the money allocated to local roads maintenance, or do the funds 

go into general revenue for MRWA; 
(q) What is the load bearing rate of expansion joints on Coonarie Bridge; 
(r) Are PBS trucks with large loads and axle capacities responsible for damage to expansion joints on bridges 

such as the one at the southern approach to Coonarie Creek bridge crossing; 
(s) How many incidents of road works signs and speed limit signs falling over at Coonarie Bridge were 

reported from the time the signs were erected till the completion of works around June 2017; 
(t) What calendar period were the signs in place at Coonarie Bridge for the June 2017 maintenance at 

Coonarie Bridge; 
(u) Is there any stipulation within MRWA requirements to construct signs of a more permanent nature if it 

takes more than two weeks to remedy a maintenance job; 
(v) Speed limit signs had fallen over around the time of the crash at 3:00 PM on 30 June 2017. By 4:30 PM 

on June 30, 2017 these signs had been reinstated. Who was responsible for resurrecting these 80 and 
60 KPH signs; 

(w) MRWA promptly repaired expansion joints on the southern approach to Coonarie Creek bridge around 
2 July 2017. Who authorised these repairs; and 

(x) Was the Minister’s office approached a few days after the accident requesting that an independent 
investigation be launched: 
(i) If so, why was the request declined? 

Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
(a) Yes. 
(b) The first signs of damage of the approach slab on Coonarie Bridge on GNH was identified on 

13 June 2015 during a routine inspection. 
(c) After the routine inspection, the required bridge improvements were prioritised and funded. Works were 

then designed and made ready for delivery in 2017. Works on Coonarie bridge were completed 
6 September 2017. From the time the damage to the approach slab was reported until the start of the 
bridge repair works, Main Roads continued undertaking temporary repairs. 

(d) No. 
(e)–(f) [See tabled paper no 3201.] 
(g) Yes: 

The Contractor’s Traffic Management Plan was reviewed by an external Roadwork Traffic 
Manager (RTM); The Traffic Management Plan for the works had been endorsed by an 
independent Roadworks Traffic Manager (highest accreditation level) and then reviewed and 
authorised by Main Roads for implementation. 
Job Safety Analysis worksheets produced for the works by the Contractor; and 
Pre-start Meetings held on-site by the Contractor. 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Test/Tables.nsf/screenLaunch
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(h) No expansion gaps were broken. 
(i) Yes. The ‘register’ of the speed reductions was included in the register within the approved Traffic 

Management Plan. 
(j) The risk assessment was completed in accordance with the guidance notes provided on the Main Roads 

website and in accordance with Australian Standard AS1742. Then subsequently endorsed by an 
independent Roadworks Traffic Manager (highest accreditation level) and reviewed and authorised by 
Main Roads for implementation. 

(k) Yes. 
(l) Inspections were carried out three times a day at the Coonarie Bridge site. 
(m) The Contractor is primarily responsible for compliance to the TMP. Main Roads undertakes reviews of 

the on-site traffic management during the works period. 
(n) Yes. 

(i) The contractor’s Traffic Management Representative. 
(o) The expansion joints did not collapse. 
(p) Yes. 

(i) Total maintenance funding contributions collected from July 2017 – June 2019 was $22m across 
the Pilbara Region. 

(ii) Maintenance funding contributions are allocated to maintenance of the relevant State Roads and 
National Highways within the Pilbara region. 

(q) A ‘load bearing rate’ for expansion joints does not exist. 
(r) No. 
(s) None. 
(t) The signs were erected on 25 May 2017 and in place until 5 September 2017 when the works were 

complete. 
(u) In Western Australia, the Code of Practice for Traffic Management for Works on Roads is 

a supplementary document to the Australian Standard for Traffic Management AS1742.3, that provides 
additional guidance to traffic management practitioners. AS1742.3 recommends that for signs which are 
required to be in situ for more than two weeks, to be mounted on more permanent posts. Whilst the Standard 
recommends this, the placement of temporary traffic management signs on a construction/maintenance site 
is dependent on a number of factors including the nature of the works, the site, prevailing traffic and work 
methodology, such that it is often not appropriate for all temporary traffic management signs to be 
permanently installed. The Code of Practice did not contain any additional guidance on the permanency 
of temporary traffic management signs. Following the receipt of the Coonarie Creek crash audit report, 
Main Roads took the opportunity to amend the Code, to better guide industry in relation to temporary 
traffic management signs in locations where they may be susceptible to falling over. 

(v) The Contractor. 
(w) The Expansion Joints were not ‘repaired’ on 2 July 2017. 
(x) Yes. 
(y) Adequate processes are already in place to investigate incidences such as the Coonarrie Creek incident. 

As with all fatal crashes that occur on the State road network, Main Roads investigates and provides 
a detailed report to both the WA Police and Coroner’s office. That report found no road issues directly 
related to the cause or severity of the crash. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT — SUBSIDIES 
5849. Ms L. Mettam to the Minister for Transport: 
I refer to public transport in Western Australia, and I ask: 
(a) What is the public subsidy relevant to each of the public transport types below for the 2018–19 financial year: 

(i) Transperth bus; 
(ii) Transperth rail; 
(iii) Transperth ferry; 
(iv) TransWA train; and 
(v) TransWA coach; 
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(b) What is the total number of boardings for each public transport type identified in (a) for the 2018–19 
financial year; 

(c) What is the total public transport subsidy for the 2018–19 financial year; and 

(d) What is the total public transport subsidy for each year from 2019–20 to 2022–2023? 

Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
(a) (i) 74.7 per cent 

(ii) 45.8 per cent 

(iii) 32.9 per cent 

(iv) 71.2 per cent 

(v) 60.9 per cent 

(b) The Member should refer to the Public Transport Authority’s Annual Report. 

(c) 57.1 per cent 

(d) The forecasts are as follows: 2019–20 – 57.3 per cent; 2020–21 – 58.5 per cent; 2021–22 – 55.6 per cent; 
2022–23 – 56.6 per cent 

HOSPITALS — TOM PRICE 

5851. Mr V.A. Catania to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
I refer to the construction of a new hospital in Tom Price, and I ask: 

(a) What funding has been allocated to commence the construction of this much needed facility; 

(b) If no funding has been allocated for this much need facility, why not; 

(c) Will the hospital be located on the same site or relocated to a new site; 

(d) If a new site, where is the proposed site; and 

(e) What will be the estimated cost of construction for a new hospital? 

Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
I am advised: 

(a) $5.2 million. 

(b) Not applicable. 

(c)–(d) It is proposed on a new site. A preferred site has been identified by the Shire of Ashburton and has 
Council’s in-principle support. Shire Officers have been asked by Council to initiate a local community 
consultation process. 

(e) Estimated cost is $32.8 million inclusive of construction and overhead costs only. 

TRANSPORT — YARDI CREEK ROAD — EXMOUTH 

5853. Mr V.A. Catania to the Minister for Transport; Planning: 
I refer to Yardi Creek Road, Exmouth with a significant increase in tourism numbers, and I ask: 

(a) Does the state government plan to upgrade this road: 

(i) If yes, what is the budget to be allocated; 

(b) What is the time frame around this work; and 

(c) What is the completion date? 

Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
(a)–(c) Yardie Creek Road is a Local Government Road under the care and control of the Shire of Exmouth. The 

Minister recently visited the area and spoke with the local shire about road and infrastructure issues. 

POLICE — YOUTH CRIME INTERVENTION OFFICERS — BUNBURY 

5856. Ms L. Mettam to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the Youth Crime Intervention Officers (YCIOs) that are allocated to the South-West region, based in 
Bunbury, and I ask: 

(a) How many individual youths were dealt with by these YCIOs in the 2018–2019 financial year; 
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(b) Of the individual youths referred to in (a), how many were based in Busselton; 

(c) On how many occasions were YCIOs deployed to Busselton in the last 3 months; and 

(d) What are the type, title and duration of any programs undertaken by YCIO in Busselton in the last 3 months? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
The Western Australian Police Force advise: 

Western Australia Police Force Youth Crime Intervention Officers are now referred to as Youth Policing Officers 
(YPO). 

(a) In the South West Police District during the 2018/19 financial year YPOs engaged with 91 youths; and 
YPOs, in partnership with Department of Justice, conducted 126 Juvenile Justice Team meetings with 
young offenders. 

(b) In the Busselton Police Sub-District during the 2018/19 financial year; YPOs engaged with 27 youths; 
and YPOs, in partnership with Department of Justice, conducted 43 Juvenile Justice Team meetings. 

(c) YPOs were deployed to the Busselton Police Sub-district on eight occasions in three months, including 
a continuous three week deployment. 

(d) The South West Police District YPOs undertake engagement with at-risk-youth and their families, whilst 
also engaging with partner agencies in an effort to identify opportunities to divert youth into programs 
and prevent recidivism 

LEGAL AFFAIRS — OFFENCE SENTENCES 

5860. Mr S.K. L’Estrange to the Attorney General; Minister for Commerce: 
For each financial year of 1998–99, 2003–04, 2008–09, 2013–14, 2017–18, and 2018–19, according to: 

(a) The offences of: 

(i) Sexual assault; 

(ii) Non-assaultive sexual offences; 

(iii) Serious assault (family); 

(iv) Common assault (family); 

(v) Serious assault (non-family); 

(vi) Common assault (non-family); 

(vii) Threatening behaviour (family); 

(viii) Possess weapon to cause fear (family); 

(ix) Threatening behaviour (non-family); 

(x) Possess weapon to cause fear (non-family); 

(xi) Robbery (non-business); 

(xii) Burglary (dwelling); and 

(xiii) Stealing from dwelling; and 

(b) What percentage of offenders were sentenced to: 

(i) Custody in a correctional institution; 

(ii) Custody in the community; 

(iii) A suspended sentence; 

(iv) A community supervision/work order; 

(v) A monetary fine; and 

(vi) Other? 

Mr J.R. Quigley replied: 
(a)–(b) Records relating to the 1998–99 financial year are inaccessible as electronic statewide court data is not 

available, requiring the manual searching of paper-based records in the state archives. I consider this 
would require the diversion of an unreasonable amount of resources by the Department of Justice. Further, 
there are no legislative provisions that differentiate between family and non-family assault offences, 
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threatening behaviour offences or possess weapon to cause fear offences. Additionally, there is no 
legislative provision to differentiate between robbery (business) and robbery (non-business), nor for 
‘non assaultive sexual offences’. Further, Western Australia does not have a sentence of ‘Custody in the 
community’. On the basis of the above, an answer is not able to be provided. 

MINISTER FOR HEALTH — PORTFOLIOS — NOT-FOR-PROFIT GROUPS 
5862. Mr D.T. Redman to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
I refer to the engagement of “not for profit” groups in the delivery of government services in the State, and ask: 
(a) For each of the portfolios under the Minister’s responsibility can the Minister outline the following: 

(i) List the name of, and funding given, to regional “not for profit” groups for each of the last 
3 financial years; 

(ii) List the total resources paid to “not for profit” groups delivering government services for each 
of the last 3 financial years, broken down into regional and metropolitan areas; 

(iii) List those “not for profit” groups who have been dropped from providing services since coming 
to government in March 2017, broken down into regional and metropolitan areas; and 

(iv) For each of the “not for profit” groups who have been dropped from providing government 
funded services, list the basis for the decision to no longer fund them; and 

(b) Of the “not for profit” services that have been dropped from government funding for each of the last 
3 financial years, can the Minister outline whether the service has been brought “in house”, is no longer 
provided or is provided by another “not for profit” provider? 

Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
Department of Health and health service providers advise: 
(a)–(b) Over the last three financial years, WA Health has had approximately 361 funding agreements with 

‘not for profit’ organisations. 
The detailed information requested would require considerable time, which would divert staff away from 
their normal duties and it is not considered to be a reasonable or appropriate use of government resources 
to provide this information. 
If the member has an inquiry about a specific agreement, I encourage the member to ask and I will 
endeavour to provide a reply. 
State Supply Commission Policies, the Delivering Community Services in Partnership Policy and Department 
of Finance guidelines, procedures and templates provide the overarching framework for the procurement, 
management, and evaluation of funding and service agreements with not for profit organisations. 
WA Health ensures that procurement, contract management and review processes align with relevant 
policy requirements. 

Mental Health Commission advises: 
(a)–(b) Over the last three financial years, the Mental Health Commission has had approximately 622 funding 

agreements with ‘not for profit’ organisations. 
The detailed information requested would require considerable time, which would divert staff away from 
their normal duties and it is not considered to be a reasonable or appropriate use of government resources 
to provide this information. 
If the member has an inquiry about a specific agreement, I encourage the member to ask and I will 
endeavour to provide a reply. 
State Supply Commission Policies, the Delivering Community Services in Partnership Policy and Department 
of Finance guidelines, procedures and templates provide the overarching framework for the procurement, 
management, and evaluation of funding and service agreements with not for profit organisations. 
The Mental Health Commission ensures that procurement, contract management and review processes 
align with relevant policy requirements. 

Health & Disability Services Complaints Office advises: 
(a) (i) None. 

(ii) Nil. 
(iii)–(iv) Not applicable. 

(b) Not applicable. 
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Healthway advises: 

(a) 
(i) 2016/2017 

The Makers Community Development Inc $2,650.00 
2017/2018 
Bunbury Multicultural Group Inc $220.00 
Country Music Club of Boyup Brook WA Inc $825.00 
Kimberley Aboriginal Law and Culture Centre 
KALACC 

$660.00 

Spinifex Hill Studio $850.00 
2018/2019 
Spinifex Hill Studio $4,400.00 
Country Music Club of Boyup Brook WA Inc $825.00 

(ii) 2016/2017 
Regional $2,650.00 
Metropolitan $263,684.71 
2017/2018 
Regional $2,555.00 
Metropolitan $120,943.03 
2018/2019 
Regional $5,225.00 
Metropolitan $133,306.25 

(iii) Metropolitan 
Edmund Rice Centre Mirrabooka Inc 
Murdoch University 
The University of Western Australia 
Regional 
The Makers Community Development Inc 

(iv) The services provided by “not for profit” groups were provided for specific and one-off services, 
that were not recurring in nature. 

(b) The services were no longer required. 
Animal Resources Authority advises: 
(a) (i) None. 

(ii) Nil. 
(iii)–(iv) Not applicable. 

(b) Not applicable. 
MINISTER FOR SENIORS AND AGEING — PORTFOLIOS — NOT-FOR-PROFIT GROUPS 

5867. Mr D.T. Redman to the Minister for Seniors and Ageing; Volunteering; Sport and Recreation: 
I refer to the engagement of “not for profit” groups in the delivery of government services in the State, and ask: 
(a) For each of the portfolios under the Minister’s responsibility can the Minister outline the following: 

(i) List the name of, and funding given, to regional “not for profit” groups for each of the last 
3 financial years; 

(ii) List the total resources paid to “not for profit” groups delivering government services for each 
of the last 3 financial years, broken down into regional and metropolitan areas; 

(iii) List those “not for profit” groups who have been dropped from providing services since coming 
to government in March 2017, broken down into regional and metropolitan areas; and 

(iv) For each of the “not for profit” groups who have been dropped from providing government 
funded services, list the basis for the decision to no longer fund them; and 
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(b) Of the “not for profit” services that have been dropped from government funding for each of the last 
3 financial years, can the Minister outline whether the service has been brought “in house”, is no longer 
provided or is provided by another “not for profit” provider? 

Mr M.P. Murray replied: 
Sport and Recreation 
(a) (i) Nil. 

(ii)–(iv) Not applicable. 
(b) Not applicable. 
Seniors and Ageing; Volunteering 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice No. 5870. 

MINISTER FOR TOURISM — PORTFOLIOS — NOT-FOR-PROFIT GROUPS 
5868. Mr D.T. Redman to the Minister for Tourism; Racing and Gaming; Small Business; Defence Issues; 

Citizenship and Multicultural Interests: 
I refer to the engagement of “not for profit” groups in the delivery of government services in the State, and ask: 
(a) For each of the portfolios under the Minister’s responsibility can the Minister outline the following: 

(i) List the name of, and funding given, to regional “not for profit” groups for each of the last 
3 financial years; 

(ii) List the total resources paid to “not for profit” groups delivering government services for each 
of the last 3 financial years, broken down into regional and metropolitan areas; 

(iii) List those “not for profit” groups who have been dropped from providing services since coming 
to government in March 2017, broken down into regional and metropolitan areas; and 

(iv) For each of the “not for profit” groups who have been dropped from providing government 
funded services, list the basis for the decision to no longer fund them; and 

(b) Of the “not for profit” services that have been dropped from government funding for each of the last 
3 financial years, can the Minister outline whether the service has been brought “in house”, is no longer 
provided or is provided by another “not for profit” provider? 

Mr P. Papalia replied: 
Tourism Portfolio 
Tourism Western Australia 
(a) (i)  

Funding per financial year (ex GST) 
Name 2016–17 2017–18 2018–19 
Australia’s South West $693 000 $701 000 $706 000 
Australia’s Coral Coast $693 000 $701 000 $706 000 
Australia’s Golden Outback $693 000 $701 000 $706 000 
Australia’s North West $693 000 $701 000 $706 000 
Destination Perth $693 000 $701 000 $706 000 
Western Australian Indigenous Tourism 
Operators Council 

$1 350 000 $1 350 000 $1 350 000 

Perth Convention Bureau $4 930 000 $5 120 000 $ 5 330 000 
(ii)  

Funding per financial year (ex GST) 
2016–17 2017–18 2018–19 

Regional $3 822 000 $3 854 000 $3 874 000 
Metropolitan $5 923 000 $6 121 000 $6 336 000 

(iii) Nil. 
(iv) Not applicable. 

(b) Not applicable. 
Rottnest Island Authority 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 5864. 
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Racing and Gaming Portfolio 
(a) (i) Nil. 

(ii) Nil. 
(iii) Nil. 
(iv) Not applicable. 

(b) Not applicable. 
Small Business Portfolio 
Small Business Development Corporation 
(a) (i)  

Funding per financial year (ex GST) 
Entity name Name  2016–17 2017–18 2018–19 
Leschenault 
Enterprise Centre Inc 

Business South 
West 

$491 486.36 $502 720.91 $0 

Esperance Chamber of 
Commerce and 
Industry Inc 

Esperance CCI $0 $0 $120 000 

Albany Enterprise 
Group Inc 

Business Great 
Southern 

$227 197.27 $232 390 $220 457.27 

Small Business Centre 
East Kimberley Inc 

Kimberley Small 
Business Support 

$394 117.27 $403 124.55 $247 045.45 

Kalgoorlie Boulder 
Chamber of 
Commerce and 
Industry Inc 

Kalgoorlie 
Boulder CCI 

$273 562.73 $279 816.36 $130 886.36 

(ii)  
Funding per financial year (ex GST) 
2016–17 2017–18 2018–19 

Regional $1 618 196.36 $1 655 183.64 $718 389.08 
Metropolitan $846 757.64 $866 108.19 $259 380.14 

(iii) Regional: Business South West ceased providing services on behalf of the Small Business 
Development Corporation (SBDC) as of 30 June 2018. 
Metropolitan: nil. 

(iv) The basis of the decision to no longer have Business South West deliver services on behalf of 
the SBDC was based on the outcomes of a competitive, open tender process for the Business 
Local service. 

(b) The delivery of the Business Local service in the South West region is currently being delivered by a for-
profit provider. 

Defence Issues Portfolio 
(a) (i) Nil. 

(ii) Nil. 
(iii) Nil. 
(iv) Not applicable. 

(b) Not applicable. 
Citizenship and Multicultural Interests Portfolio 
(a) (i) Nil. 

(ii) Nil. 
(iii) Nil. 
(iv) Not applicable. 

(b) Not applicable. 
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MINISTER FOR HOUSING — PORTFOLIOS — NOT-FOR-PROFIT GROUPS 
5869. Mr D.T. Redman to the Minister for Housing; Veterans Issues; Youth; Asian Engagement: 
I refer to the engagement of “not for profit” groups in the delivery of government services in the State, and ask: 
(a) For each of the portfolios under the Minister’s responsibility can the Minister outline the following: 

(i) List the name of, and funding given, to regional “not for profit” groups for each of the last 
3 financial years; 

(ii) List the total resources paid to “not for profit” groups delivering government services for each 
of the last 3 financial years, broken down into regional and metropolitan areas; 

(iii) List those “not for profit” groups who have been dropped from providing services since coming 
to government in March 2017, broken down into regional and metropolitan areas; and 

(iv) For each of the “not for profit” groups who have been dropped from providing government 
funded services, list the basis for the decision to no longer fund them; and 

(b) Of the “not for profit” services that have been dropped from government funding for each of the last 
3 financial years, can the Minister outline whether the service has been brought “in house”, is no longer 
provided or is provided by another “not for profit” provider? 

Mr P.C. Tinley replied: 
The Department of Communities 
Please refer to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 5870. 
The Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation (Asian Engagement) 
(a) (i)–(ii) Nil. 

(iii)–(iv) Not Applicable. 
(b) Not Applicable. 

MINISTER FOR CHILD PROTECTION — PORTFOLIOS — NOT-FOR-PROFIT GROUPS 
5870. Mr D.T. Redman to the Minister for Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention of Family 

and Domestic Violence; Community Services: 
I refer to the engagement of “not for profit” groups in the delivery of government services in the State, and ask: 
(a) For each of the portfolios under the Minister’s responsibility can the Minister outline the following: 

(i) List the name of, and funding given, to regional “not for profit” groups for each of the last 
3 financial years; 

(ii) List the total resources paid to “not for profit” groups delivering government services for each 
of the last 3 financial years, broken down into regional and metropolitan areas; 

(iii) List those “not for profit” groups who have been dropped from providing services since coming 
to government in March 2017, broken down into regional and metropolitan areas; and 

(iv) For each of the “not for profit” groups who have been dropped from providing government 
funded services, list the basis for the decision to no longer fund them; and 

(b) Of the “not for profit” services that have been dropped from government funding for each of the last 
3 financial years, can the Minister outline whether the service has been brought “in house”, is no longer 
provided or is provided by another “not for profit” provider? 

Ms S.F. McGurk replied: 
This answer covers multiple Ministers’ portfolios, including Disability Services, Seniors and Ageing, Volunteering, 
Housing, Veterans Issues, Youth, as well as my Child Protection, Women’s Interests, Prevention of Family and 
Domestic Violence, and Community Services portfolios. 
The Department of Communities has over 1,100 funding agreements with not for profit and for profit organisations. 
This detailed information would require considerable time, which would divert staff away from their normal duties 
and it is not considered to be reasonable or appropriate use of government resources to provide this information. 
If the member has an inquiry about a specific agreement, I encourage the member to ask and I will endeavour to 
provide a reply. State Supply Commission Policies, the Delivery Community Services in Partnership Policy and 
Department of Finance guidelines, procedures and templates provide the overarching framework for the 
procurement, management, and evaluation of funding agreements with not for profit organisations. 
The Department of Communities ensures that procurement, contract management and review processes align with 
relevant policy requirements. 
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TRANSPORT — DUST MANAGEMENT — CARNARVON 

5882. Mr V.A. Catania to the Minister for Transport; Planning: 
I refer to dust emitted from the Department of Transport’s (DOT) ponds constructed near the Carnarvon Small 
Boat Harbour, and concerns expressed to me by constituents as to the detrimental effect this dust continues to have 
on their health and well-being, and I ask: 

(a) Can the Minister supply a copy of the report referred to in correspondence (Ref 72-20697) received from 
the Minister’s office in August 2019, detailing the following: 

(i) The dust sampled and analysed in accordance with DoT’s Environmental Management 
Framework; 

(ii) The decommissioning of river sand applied to the area’s bund walls and the sown of native seeds 
within the centre of the disposal area to promote re-vegetation; 

(iii) The results from the implementation involving the spread of green waste and brush on the south 
eastern section and the application of mulch along the northern bund wall in the period from 
October 2018 to March 2019; 

(iv) The results from the trialling of a binding agent and placement of additional green waste in the 
period from September to October 2019; and 

(v) The continued monitoring of the dust undertaken from October 2019 till 1 December 2019; 

(b) If no reports were completed or cannot be supplied for questions (a) to (e), can the Minister please explain 
why not; 

(c) If no reports were completed or cannot be supplied for questions (a) to (e), can the Minister please explain 
how the dust suppression has been monitored and recorded; and 

(d) Can the Minister supply a time frame when the dust suppression works will be completed so that no dust 
is emanating from the DOT’s ponds constructed near the Carnarvon Small Boat Harbour? 

Ms R. Saffioti replied: 

(a) (i) [See tabled paper no 3202.] 

(ii)–(v) No such report exists. 

(b)–(c) The Department of Transport (DoT) retains appropriate records of sediment sampling, dust suppression 
technical review, and dust suppression campaigns via various documentation formats which are not 
summarised in a report format. 

(d) Works were completed on 10 December 2019 and DoT will continue to undertake regular monitoring. 

TRANSPORT — CARNARVON FASCINE 

5883. Mr V.A. Catania to the Minister for Transport; Planning: 
I refer to the entrance to the Fascine Waterway in Carnarvon now being closed for an extended period of time, 
leaving the town without a navigable waterway (including Channel) and restricting access for boats, and I ask: 

(a) Who is responsible for the ownership of the Fascine Waterway and Channel and ensuring the public boat 
ramp is accessible; 

(b) What steps has the Department of Transport (DOT) undertaken to re-open the vitally important waterway 
to allow access for the boating fraternity, including essential sea and rescue services; 

(c) What are the plans and expected time frames to complete the remediation works and re-open the 
Waterway; and 

(d) Is there a Deed of Agreement between the Shire of Carnarvon and DOT outlining responsibilities in 
relation to the Fascine Waterway? If yes, please provide a copy of the Deed of Agreement confirming: 

(i) Who is responsible for the dredging of the Channel in the Fascine Waterway; 

(ii) Who is responsible for the maintaining the Channel in the Fascine Waterway; 

(iii) Any agreements between the Shire of Carnarvon and DOT to dredge the Fascine Waterway and 
Channel; 

(iv) Any agreements between the Shire of Carnarvon and DOT in relation to the ongoing 
management of the Fascine Waterway and Channel; and 

(v) What part of Fascine Waterway (if any) is considered to be crown land? 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Test/Tables.nsf/screenLaunch
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Ms R. Saffioti replied: 
(a) The 1995 Deed of Agreement between the Minister for Transport and the Shire of Carnarvon outlines the 

Shire’s responsibility for ongoing management of the fascine waterway including the public boat ramp. 
This agreement is currently under review. 

(b) In 2017–18, the Department of Transport (DoT) provided a grant of $38,250 to the Shire through the 
Recreational Boating Facilities Scheme to fund a planning consultancy to identify options for optimal 
permanent solutions in the Fascine waterway. DoT has been providing ongoing technical advice and 
support to assist the Shire. The study is due to be released by the end of February 2020. 

(c) Until options are identified regarding a solution for the Fascine waterway it is premature to outline any 
remediation works. 

(d) [See tabled paper no 3203.] 
WATER CORPORATION — PROPERTY CHARGES 

5890. Mr V.A. Catania to the Minister for Water: 
I refer to water charges for commercial customers in regional areas, and I ask: 
(a) What is the pricing methodology used for water usage and service charges (waste water) applied to 

non-residential customers in Carnarvon; 
(b) What is the cost of supply of water to non-residential customers in Carnarvon, including the components 

and relevant costs attached to each component; and 
(c) Are Water Corporation charges applied to non-residential customers for major sewerage fixtures (such as 

toilets and urinals) base on policy or legislation: 
(i) If the charges are based on policy, please provide a copy of the policy and relevant sections; and 
(ii) If the charges are based on legislation, please provide a copy of the legislation and relevant 

sections and sub sections? 
Mr D.J. Kelly replied: 
(a) (i) Water: The pricing for water usage is from a 2013–14 economic model that replicates the ERA’s 

regional pricing methodology and matches the regulatory costs determined by the 2012 ERA Inquiry. 
The previous National Liberal Government determined that water costs were being under 
recovered from Carnarvon customers, and it was assessed that non-residential customers should 
be paying Step 15 water use charges. 

(ii) Wastewater: Wastewater service charges for non-residential customers are the same state-wide. 
All non-residential customers (including the metropolitan area) pay the same rate for service and 
volumetric charges. 

(b) The cost of supply to the Carnarvon Town Water Scheme for 2018–19 is made up of: 

 $M 
Operating costs 3.3 
Depreciation expense 0.7 
Return on Assets 1.6 

Total 5.6 
(c) (i) Not applicable. 

(ii) Wastewater charges raised are regulated charges, as shown in Water Services (Water Corporations 
Charges) Regulations 2014. The following extracts from the legislation relate to the 2019–20 
charges. 

[See tabled paper no 3204.] 
MINISTER FOR POLICE — PORTFOLIOS — PROCUREMENT 

5895. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
In the 2018–2019 financial year has any agency, commission, government trading enterprise, board or committee 
within the Minister’s portfolios procured a good or service with a monetary value at or above $5,000 and below 
$50,000 consistent with the State Supply Commission Open and Effective Competition Policy, and if so: 
(a) What is the total monetary value of those invoices; 
(b) What is the number of invoices; and 
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(c) Will the Minister table a matrix of the Q4 2018–2019 invoices paid and indicate who the supplier was, 
what the good or service was, and who approved the procurement and payment of the invoice? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
Please refer to response to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 5891. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL — PORTFOLIOS — PROCUREMENT 
5899. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Attorney General; Minister for Commerce: 
In the 2018–2019 financial year has any agency, commission, government trading enterprise, board or committee 
within the Minister’s portfolios procured a good or service with a monetary value at or above $5,000 and below 
$50,000 consistent with the State Supply Commission Open and Effective Competition Policy, and if so: 
(a) What is the total monetary value of those invoices; 
(b) What is the number of invoices; and 
(c) Will the Minister table a matrix of the Q4 2018–2019 invoices paid and indicate who the supplier was, 

what the good or service was, and who approved the procurement and payment of the invoice? 
Mr J.R. Quigley replied: 
Please refer to response to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 5891. 

MINISTER FOR CHILD PROTECTION — PORTFOLIOS — PROCUREMENT 
5906. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Minister for Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention of Family 

and Domestic Violence; Community Services: 
In the 2018–2019 financial year has any agency, commission, government trading enterprise, board or committee 
within the Minister’s portfolios procured a good or service with a monetary value at or above $5,000 and below 
$50,000 consistent with the State Supply Commission Open and Effective Competition Policy, and if so: 
(a) What is the total monetary value of those invoices; 
(b) What is the number of invoices; and 
(c) Will the Minister table a matrix of the Q4 2018–2019 invoices paid and indicate who the supplier was, 

what the good or service was, and who approved the procurement and payment of the invoice? 
Ms S.F. McGurk replied: 
Please refer to response to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 5891. 

MINISTER FOR POLICE — PORTFOLIOS — PROCUREMENT 
5912. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
Consistent with the State Supply Commission Open and Effective Competition Policy, in the past financial year 
was there any repeat (i.e. ad-hoc monthly supply without going to tender) good or service supplied to any agency, 
department, government trading enterprise or board within the Minister’s portfolio with a monetary value from 
$50,000 up to $250,000, and if so: 
(a) What was the nature of the good or service repeatedly supplied; 
(b) What was the individual value of (a); 
(c) Why was this not put out to a tender process; and 
(d) What officers were responsible for the initial procurement and invoice payment of each supply? 
Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
Please refer to response to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 5908. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL — PORTFOLIOS — PROCUREMENT 
5916. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Attorney General; Minister for Commerce: 
Consistent with the State Supply Commission Open and Effective Competition Policy, in the past financial year 
was there any repeat (i.e. ad-hoc monthly supply without going to tender) good or service supplied to any agency, 
department, government trading enterprise or board within the Minister’s portfolio with a monetary value from 
$50,000 up to $250,000, and if so: 
(a) What was the nature of the good or service repeatedly supplied; 
(b) What was the individual value of (a); 
(c) Why was this not put out to a tender process; and 
(d) What officers were responsible for the initial procurement and invoice payment of each supply? 
Mr J.R. Quigley replied: 
Please refer to response to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 5908. 
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MINISTER FOR CHILD PROTECTION — PORTFOLIOS — PROCUREMENT 
5923. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Minister for Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention of Family 

and Domestic Violence; Community Services: 
Consistent with the State Supply Commission Open and Effective Competition Policy, in the past financial year 
was there any repeat (i.e. ad-hoc monthly supply without going to tender) good or service supplied to any agency, 
department, government trading enterprise or board within the Minister’s portfolio with a monetary value from 
$50,000 up to $250,000, and if so: 
(a) What was the nature of the good or service repeatedly supplied; 
(b) What was the individual value of (a); 
(c) Why was this not put out to a tender process; and 
(d) What officers were responsible for the initial procurement and invoice payment of each supply? 
Ms S.F. McGurk replied: 
Please refer to response to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 5908. 

MINISTER FOR POLICE — STAFF — PUBLIC INTEREST DISCLOSURE ACT 
5931. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Minister for Police; Road Safety: 
Since 11 March 2017, has any officer within any of the Minister’s agencies, departments, government trading 
enterprises or boards submitted a Public Interest Disclosure (PID) form consistent with the Public Interest 
Disclosure Act 2003, and if so: 
(a) In 2017 how many related to: 

(i) Improper conduct; 
(ii) An offence under written State law; 
(iii) Substantial unauthorised or irregular use of, or substantial mismanagement of, public resources; 

and 
(iv) Conduct involving a substantial and specific risk of injury to public health, or prejudice to public 

safety or harm to the environment; 
(b) In 2018 how many related to: 

(i) Improper conduct; 
(ii) An offence under written State law; 
(iii) Substantial unauthorised or irregular use of, or substantial mismanagement of, public resources; 

and 
(iv) Conduct involving a substantial and specific risk of injury to public health, or prejudice to public 

safety or harm to the environment; and 
(c) In 2019 how many related to: 

(i) Improper conduct; 
(ii) An offence under written State law; 
(iii) Substantial unauthorised or irregular use of, or substantial mismanagement of, public resources; 

and 
(iv) Conduct involving a substantial and specific risk of injury to public health, or prejudice to public 

safety or harm to the environment? 
Mrs M.H. Roberts replied: 
(a)–(c) Please refer to response to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 5927. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL — STAFF — PUBLIC INTEREST DISCLOSURE ACT 
5935. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Attorney General; Minister for Commerce: 
Since 11 March 2017, has any officer within any of the Minister’s agencies, departments, government trading 
enterprises or boards submitted a Public Interest Disclosure (PID) form consistent with the Public Interest 
Disclosure Act 2003, and if so: 
(a) In 2017 how many related to: 

(i) Improper conduct; 
(ii) An offence under written State law; 
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(iii) Substantial unauthorised or irregular use of, or substantial mismanagement of, public resources; 
and 

(iv) Conduct involving a substantial and specific risk of injury to public health, or prejudice to public 
safety or harm to the environment; 

(b) In 2018 how many related to: 
(i) Improper conduct; 
(ii) An offence under written State law; 
(iii) Substantial unauthorised or irregular use of, or substantial mismanagement of, public resources; 

and 
(iv) Conduct involving a substantial and specific risk of injury to public health, or prejudice to public 

safety or harm to the environment; and 
(c) In 2019 how many related to: 

(i) Improper conduct; 
(ii) An offence under written State law; 
(iii) Substantial unauthorised or irregular use of, or substantial mismanagement of, public resources; 

and 
(iv) Conduct involving a substantial and specific risk of injury to public health, or prejudice to public 

safety or harm to the environment? 
Mr J.R. Quigley replied: 
Please refer to response to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 5927. 

MINISTER FOR CHILD PROTECTION — STAFF — PUBLIC INTEREST DISCLOSURE ACT 
5942. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Minister for Child Protection; Women’s Interests; Prevention of Family 

and Domestic Violence; Community Services: 
Since 11 March 2017, has any officer within any of the Minister’s agencies, departments, government trading 
enterprises or boards submitted a Public Interest Disclosure (PID) form consistent with the Public Interest 
Disclosure Act 2003, and if so: 
(a) In 2017 how many related to: 

(i) Improper conduct; 
(ii) An offence under written State law; 
(iii) Substantial unauthorised or irregular use of, or substantial mismanagement of, public resources; 

and 
(iv) Conduct involving a substantial and specific risk of injury to public health, or prejudice to public 

safety or harm to the environment; 
(b) In 2018 how many related to: 

(i) Improper conduct; 
(ii) An offence under written State law; 
(iii) Substantial unauthorised or irregular use of, or substantial mismanagement of, public resources; 

and 
(iv) Conduct involving a substantial and specific risk of injury to public health, or prejudice to public 

safety or harm to the environment; and 
(c) In 2019 how many related to: 

(i) Improper conduct; 
(ii) An offence under written State law; 
(iii) Substantial unauthorised or irregular use of, or substantial mismanagement of, public resources; 

and 
(iv) Conduct involving a substantial and specific risk of injury to public health, or prejudice to public 

safety or harm to the environment? 
Ms S.F. McGurk replied: 
Please refer to response to Legislative Assembly Question on Notice 5927. 
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HEALTH — SURGERY WAITING LISTS 

5944. Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Health; Mental Health: 
For each hospital will the Minister please provide the following information: 

(a) What are the numbers on the surgery waiting list for each surgical specialty; 

(b) What are the wait times for each urgency category in each specialty; 

(c) What are the theatre occupancy rates on weekends; 

(d) How many patients are over boundary in each specialty in each category and what are their wait times; 
and 

(e) What are the wait times and numbers for paediatric outpatient clinic: 

(i) How many are over boundary and what are their wait times.? 

Mr R.H. Cook replied: 
I am advised: 

(a)–(b) and (d) Refer to the Elective Surgery Waitlist Reports located on the Our Performance page of the 
WA Department of Health website; https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Our-performance 

(c) 

Theatre Utilisation % by Hospital 16/17 17/18 18/19 19/20 

Albany Hospital 80.6% 90.9% 83.7% 76.8% 

Armadale Health Service 30.7% 50.0% 53.0% 54.2% 

Bentley Health Service 95.4% 89.8% 58.2% 98.6% 

Broome Health Campus 97.0% 89.7% 74.6% 81.8% 

Bunbury Hospital 36.2% 41.0% 42.1% 41.1% 

Busselton Hospital 45.8% 32.5% 28.4% 25.3% 

Carnarvon Hospital 52.1% 88.9% 40.9% N/A 

Derby Hospital 64.3% 47.9% 49.8% 56.3% 

Esperance Hospital 46.0% 56.9% 61.9% 83.4% 

Fiona Stanley Hospital 41.1% 45.7% 47.3% 46.7% 

Geraldton Hospital 94.3% 93.9% 94.4% 92.7% 

Kalgoorlie Health Campus 44.9% 54.7% 65.9% 76.9% 

Karratha Health Campus & Nickol Bay Hospital 66.3% 71.8% 81.8% 78.1% 

King Edward Memorial Hospital 28.7% 28.2% 30.7% 31.8% 

Kununurra Hospital 45.5% 30.7% 18.6% 24.9% 

Narrogin Hospital 51.1% 47.7% 55.0% 54.5% 

Osborne Park Hospital 19.2% 16.4% 14.7% 14.6% 

Perth Children’s Hospital & Princess Margaret Hospital 47.1% 52.7% 58.0% 56.2% 

Port Hedland Health Campus 31.3% 33.8% 38.8% 42.6% 

Rockingham General Hospital 58.9% 30.1% 25.2% 26.8% 

Royal Perth Hospital 66.1% 66.0% 77.6% 81.2% 

Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital 60.1% 49.8% 53.5% 54.8% 

Overall 49.1% 48.7% 51.5% 51.7% 

Notes: 

‘Theatre Occupancy’ is reported as per ‘Theatre Utilisation’ reporting. This includes: 

All elective and emergency theatre sessions with a valid start time on Saturday and Sunday 

Theatre sessions are measured by scheduled start and end times 
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Operation time is measured from wheels in to theatre or anaesthetic start time (whichever is 
earlier), to wheels out of theatre. 

Theatre utilisation is calculated by the total operation time within the scheduled session/total 
scheduled theatre session length.  i.e. it only counts operating time which falls within the 
scheduled start and end times and does not include early starts and over runs. 

2019/20 figures represent year to date (YTD) 1 July to 22 December 2019. 

Perth Children’s Hospital and Princess Margaret Hospital theatre utilisation has been combined. 

Nickol Bay Hospital & Karratha Health Campus theatre utilisation has been combined. 

Carnarvon Hospital reported no weekend theatre sessions for YTD 19/20. 

(e) Detailed information on wait times for non-admitted services are not currently available. A comprehensive, 
multi-faceted range of Outpatient Reform Projects are currently underway. These projects include 
extensive work to improve the quality, consistency and accuracy of outpatient data, including how it is 
categorised, collected and reported. 

__________ 
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