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amongst us throughout the session. Soe
members will have to face the electors next
year. I wish them the best of luck. I hope
all members will be able to enjoy the recess
and return to the House with fresh vigour,
greater inspiration and new ideas, and that
'we shall be able to carry on 'with the same
routine that we have followed in this Chamn-
her in the past with such great benefit to the
country. I wish again to express my grati-
tude to all memhers for their kindness to
me personally.

TE PRESIDENT: At the conclusion of
this session and what is also the close, or
nearly the close, of the life of this Parlia-
ment-the longest of the 17 Parliaments
that have guided the destinies of Western
Australia-I should like to express my sin-
cere gratitude to members generally for the
help they have invariably given me, one and
alt, in my desire to have the affairs of this
Chamber conducted effectively, in good
order and with proper decorum. I feel
that all members are good friends of mine
and I make no secret of the fact that as
regards the retiring members, for one and
all of whom I have a high respect, if I were
qualified to vote in the ten provinces of this
State I would vote for the return of each of
them. In expressing my gratitude to mems-
hers generally for the help they have in-
variably given me, I would also like to say
that I feel particularly grateful to the Chief
Secretary, the Honorary Minister, the
Chairman of Committees, the Deputy Chair-
men of Committees, the officers of the
House, the "Hansard" staff and the re-
corders up aloft-the gentlemen of the
Press. Of the complimentary remarks made
regarding others than myself, I endorse
every word; and as to the pleasant things
that have been said concerning myself, if
I deserve them, I can only say it is due en-
tirely to the assistance that has been rend-
ered to me by all with whom I have been
associated in discharging the duties of my
office.

There are many critics today of Parlia-
ment and of parliamentarians. Those critics
are usually men who know v-cry little indeed
about the working of Parliament and do
not know parliamentarians as we do.
There is no member of Parliament who
would venture to say that Parliament as
an instrument of government is perfect.
There is room for considerable improvement.
But when we compare the parliamentary

system of government with other systems of
government, both of the past and of the
present, systems of autocracy, fascism,
nazism and other forms, I think the parlia-
nmentary system with all its defects is the
heat that so f ar has been devised by the wit
of man. I thank you all again for the kind-
ness you have always extended to me a
for the assistance you have given me on
every possible occasion. I hope that when
we meet again we shall see here each of the
10 members who go to meet the electors.

ADJOURMIENT-SPCIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY: I move--
That the House at its rising adjourn to a

date to he fixed.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.29 a.m. (Saturday).
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AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT
Mr. SPEAKER: I have received from the

Auditor General a copy of his report on the
Treasuzer's statement of tke Public Ac-
counts for the financial year ended the 30th
June, 1943. This will be laid on the Table
of the House.

QUESTIONS (7).
WATER SUPPLIES.

As to Mt. Barker District Proposals.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for
Works:

Why were the Mount Barker and ad-
jacent districts to the north of that town
excluded from the proposals re water sup-
plies discussed by Mr. Dumas with the
Road Board Conference?

The MINISTER replied:
The district referred to is beyond the

economic reach of the proposed sources of
supply. The district being in the heavy and
assured rainfall area may be the reason that
no request has been received from residents
to be so included.

NATIVE ADMINISTRATION.

As to Employment Permits.

Mr. WATTS asked the Minister for the
North-West:-

(1) Does a "Single Permit" issued for
employment of natives enable the holder to
employ more than three natives in twelve
mnonths, and must such natives be employed
one at a time?

(2) In view of the habit of natives of
leaving employment after a short period,
would it not be practicable to issue a type of
permit authorising a farmer to employ
natives so that in the event of frequent
changes in a year being necessary for the
reason stated, the permit holder could en-
gage any available natives, one at a time,
during the permit period?

(3) If not, why notI
The MINISTER replied:
(1) No, the holder of a "Single Permit"

is permitted to employ up to three natives
successively in the twelve months, and the
employer is only liable for the permit fee of
59'. when the first native is engaged and the
contribution of £1 to the Natives' Medical
Fund which covers all three natives and their
families in regard to their illnesses.

(2) The employer has the right of secur-
ing a "Casual Permit" for which no permit
fee is charged, but 58. must be paid to the
Natives' Medical Fund. A "Casual Permit"
enables an employer to employ a native for
not more than a month within a period of
three months. Alternatively the employer
has the right of taking out a "General Per-
mit" at a permit fee of £2 and he must
make a contribution to the Natives' Medical
Fund at the rate of £1 per native up to the
highest number of natives employed in the
Year. Under a "General Permit" an em-
ployer is entitled to employ as many natives
as he wishes during the year, so long as he
contributes to the Natives' Medical Fund at
the rate of ;E1 per native up to the highest
number employed.

(3) Answered by replies to questions (1)
and (2).

CHILD WELFARE.
As to Pro posed Council, etc.

Mr. McDONALD asked the Minister for
Labour:

(1) Is it tha intention of the Govern-
ment immediately to establish-

(a) a child council;
(b) a home for delinquent girls;
(c) better methods of control in regard

to juvenile street trading;
(d) two sections of the Children'. Court

for varying ages as recommended
by the Honorary Royal Commis-
sion on youthful delinquency in
their report of May last?

The MINISTER replied:
These matters are receiving the eonsidera-

tion of the Government and an announce-
ment in connection with them will be made
in the near future.

SOUTH PERTH BUS SERVICE.
As to Stopping Places, etc.

Mr. CROSS asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(1) Has he completed his inquiries and
arrangements in regard to the stopping
places of Government buses between Way
road and Dyson street, South Perth?

(2) Is he aware that the Metro buses
stop between the points mentioned to pick
up and drop passengers?

(3) What arrangements has ha made so
that the Government buses can pick up and
drop passengers in that area?
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(4) If no arrangements are made will he
arrange with either the P.W.D. or the
South Perth Road Board to put in aprons
so that the buses can move from the road
to pick up and drop passengers?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) None.
(4) I have already been in touch with the

P.W.D. and will again approach that de-
partment with regard to the provision of
aprons.

PETROL.
As to Trafficking in Ration Tickets.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Minis-
ter for Justice:

Further to questions by me, and answers
given on the 7th ultimo, regarding the ninth
prosecution associated with the alleged traf-
ficking in Government-endorsed ration
petrol tickets--

(1) Whether the Court's estimate that
90,ooo gallons of Government-endorsed
petrol tickets were involved in these cases
is sound?1

(2) Has the Government yet succeeded
in locating the Teal criminal in these extra-
ordinary cases?

(3) Have penalties of any kind been in-
flicted on those officers responsible for the
safeguarding of these Government-endorsed
ration petrol tickets?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Justice) replied:

(1) Information supplied to the Depart-
ment by the Commonwealth officials indicates
that the number was below 6,000 gallons.

(2) Investigations by the Commonwealth
Security Officers are still in progress.

(3) No. Investigations have not been
finalised.

TRADE UNION FUNDS.
As to Defalcation Charge.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Minis-
ter for Justice:

Whether in a letter signed by Mr. T. J.
Hughes, drawing public attention to the
withdrawal of a charge connected with the
defalcation of Trades Union funds-

(1) It is correct to say as alleged by the
writer that the prosecution was at all times
in the hands of, and under the direction of,
the polite?

(2) If not, are not all such defalcation
eases taken up by the police and made pub-
lic prosecutions?

(3) Is he aware that in a similar case of
defalcation the police refused to allow with-
drawal although full restitution had been
made?7

(4) Can he explain the reasons for the
attitude of the police in the ease referred
to by Mr. T. J. Hughes?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (for the Minister for Justice) re-
plied:

(1) No-the complaint was sworn by the
secretary of the W.A. Tobacco, Cigar and
Cigarette Manufacturers Employees' Union.

(2) Noe-there have been similar eases in
which the complaint was sworn by a private
individual, and the prosecution undertaken
by private solicitors.

(3) There is no knowledge of such an in-
stance, and the question of the withdrawal
of a prosecution rests solely with the Magis-
trate. The police do not ask for such with-
drawals.

(4) Application for the withdrawal of
the prosecution was made by Mr. T. J.
Hughes on behalf of the complainant union,
and no objection was raised by the police
in view of the attitude of the complainant.

LOG TIMBER.
As to Road-Damage During Transport.

Mr. SAMPSON (without notice) asked
the Minister for Works:

In view of the heavy damage done to our
roads by the transport of logs, later to be
milled in the metropolitan area, also the
damage to motor tyres and tubes and the
consumption of motor spirit, will ho give
consideration to legislation, or the gazettal
of regulations, to limit the weight of logs
to be transported into the metropolitan area
and thus necessitate the use of our railwaystf

The MINISTER replied:
A copy of this question was handed to

me earlier. The reply is that Section 46
(i) (vii) of the Traffic Act gives power
to make regulations limiting the weight of
a vehicle and load on any road. Traffic
regulations are now in existence limiting the
weight of any vehicle and its load to 12 tons.
A regulation can be framed to limit the load
of a vehicle of a special kind on any particu-
lar road or roads in a district.
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MOTION-STATE rORESTS.
To Revoke Diedication.

THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS [4.37]:
1 move--

That the proposal for the partial revocation
of State Forests Nos. 21, 24, 29, 89, 50 and
55, laid on the Table of the Legislative
Assembly by command of His Excellency the
ieut.-Governor on the 7th October, 1943, be

carried out.
The position is that under the Forests Act,'
before any land can revert to the Lands De-.
partmient, it is incumbent upon this House
to pass a resolution. Attached to the report
which has been laid on the Table is a map
which clearly defines the various pieces of
land it is proposed shall be revoked. Area
No. 1 is a small piece of land comprising two
small areas about seven miles south-west of
Kirup. It contains about 30 acres in all, and
has been cut over for sawmilling. It is re-
quired as an addition to an adjoining hold-
ing. it is therefore necessary that it shall
revert to the Lands Department for selec-
tion. The same remarks apply to the second
area, which is 41/ miles south-east of Muja.
It consists of about 400 acres of poor-qualit~y
forest well cut-over for sawmilling and hew-
ing. It has been applied for by an adjoin-
ing settler.

Area No. 3 is 11/ miles south-east of
Wilga, and comprises approximately 610
acres. It has been cut-over by a sawmilling
company and has now been applied for by an
adjoining settler as an addition to his hold-
ing. Area No. 4 is about four miles south-
west of Pemberton. It is approximately 1i
acres in extent and has been cut-over for
sawmilling. It is now ready for selection.
Area No. 5 is about four miles south-west of
Pemberton and consists of 40 acres including
a paper-bark swamp. Alienation has been
applied for. Area No. 6 is 11/2 miles north-
east of Karda Mordo. It is approximately
two acres in extent and carries no timber of
value. It consists of high round and is de-
sired by an adjoining settler for a house.
site. Area No. 7 is 16 miles south-east of
Manjimup. It is about 201 acres in extent.
and consists of some riverfiat and the balance
poor forest. Alienation has been applied for
by an adjoining settler.

Question put and passed.
On motion by the Minister for Forests,

resolution transmitted to the Council and its
concurrence desired therein.

BILiL-INCREASE OF RENT (WAR RE-
STRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

CouncW8 Amendments.

Schedule of fiye amendments made by the
Council now considered.

lin Committee.
Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Ministr

for Labour in charge of the Bill.
No. 1. Clause 54 proposed new Section

11A (1), page 3:-Delete the words "refuse
or procure" in line 3, and substitute the word

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: The
proposed new subsection provides that a per-
son shall not refuse or procure any person to
refuse to let a dwelling to anyone on the
ground that it is intended that a child shall
live in the house. Under the Council's amend-
ment, an offence will come into existence only
when a person influences somebody else in
that way. It would be an offence for an
agent of a landlord to refuse, but there would
be no offence if the landlord himself refused.
I do not agree with any of the amendments.
Still, we have obtained from the Council as
much as we are likely to get, and rather than
occupy time in disagreeing and holding a
conference, probably without success, I would
accept the Council's amendments as the best
that can be obtained at this stage. I move-.-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Mr. McDONALD: Amendments Nos. 1 to

4 made by the jCouneil involve a departure
from the wording of the Bill which in turn
followed verbatim the wording of the
National Security Regulations. Mbile I agee
with the Minister that the amendments af-
ford a substantial increase of protection for
tenants with children, I think the Council
was under a misapprehension regarding
amendments Nos. 1 and 2. The wording of
the proposed new subsection, as amended,
will not make good sense and, if the amend-
ment were disagreed to, I believe the Council
would also take that view. However, I
shall not dissent from the suggestion of the
Minister that we might accept the amend-
ments as representing something.

Mr. WATTS: I do not agree with the
attitude of the Minister. We should not
accept the amendments, late though it is in
the session. No objection was raised in this4
Chamber to the proposed new Subsection
(1) although the proposed new Subsection
(4) was discussed. If the amendment is se-
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cepted the provision will mean nothing, and
the Minister will be giving away entirely the
principle for which he has worked. He will
not be prescribing that, if there are children
to live in a house, this shall not be a bar
to tenancy. If we disagree with the Coun-
cil's amendment, while we might not succeed
in getting the original wording reinstated,
we might get something better than the Coun-
cil has proposed. The Minister should re-
view his opinion. Any member appointed
as a manager from this side of the Chamber
would be prepared to adopt a very definite
attitude, which probably would result in our
securing something more acceptable than
this amendment.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I do
not mind putting up a fight if members
think we might gain something.

Mr. McDonald: I will support the Min-
ister.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: The
Leadens of the Opposition parties having
assured me that they will stand by me in
ant endeavour to save more of this clause
than would be saved if we accepted the
Coni' amendment, I am willing, as I
said, to fight.

Mr. Watts: We certainly will support
the Minister both in regard to this and
the next amendment.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I ask
leave to withdraw my motion that the
amendment be agreed to.

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.
The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I

move--
That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council 's
amendment not agreed to.

No 2. Clause 5, proposed new section
IIA, (2), page 3-Delete the words "re-
fused or procured" in line 9, and substi-
tute the word "ifuncd'

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: This
amendment is similar in principle to the
first. I move-

flat the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Councl's
amendment not agreed to.

No 3. Clause 5, proposed new section
1IA-Delete sub-section (3).

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: If we
are to have a conference on Clause 5, we
had better disagree with all the Council's
amendments.

Mr. Watts: So that we can give sone.
thing away.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: Not
necessarily. 1 move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 5, proposed new section
IIA-Delete sub-section (4).

The MNISTER FOR LABOUR: I
move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 5, proposed new section
1113, (1), page 3-Delete all words con-
tained in line 32 down to line 39 inclusive.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: I
move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. McDONALD: There would be no
harm in including this amendment for con-
sideration by the conference, although it
is a sound one. The proposed new section
means this: First, the landlord has to
keep a record of the rent he receives. That
is entirely proper and that part remains.
The Legislative Council does not object
to it. The section goes on to provide, how-
ever, that an owner or landlord must have
and keep a record of the rent received
where the premises were first leased on or
about the 3sat August, 1939; or, if first
leased after that date, a record of the rent
received and the name of the tenant at
the time the premises were first leased
after that date. This means that if I
were to buy a house now I must keep a
record of the rent I receive and the name
of my tenant. That is proper. But the
section goes on to provide that I must keep
and have a record of the rent received
when the premises were first leased prior
to the 3st August, 1939. They may have
been let ten years ago. I am required not
only to have a record of the rent received
when the house was first let long before
I bought it, but I am required by this
clause to make a statutory declaration as
to the truth of my statement about the
rent received by the preceding owner. He
might give me wrong information. He
might not have kept a record.

I agree that a landlord moat keep re-
cords of rent received during the time he
owns the premises, but I consider it would
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be oppressive, and in many cases imprac-
ticable, to require a landlord to keep a
record of rent received by preceding own-
ers. In the first place, there is no means
hy which the landlord could be certain that
he could get the information, and in the
second place, even if he did obtain that in-
formation, that it was accurate. It would
meet our case if we accepted the Council's
amendment, which means that the provi-
sion would require every landlord to keep
a record of the rent during the time he is
the owner. I finally add that the words
objected to by the Council do not appear
in the National Security Regulations.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of Mr. Watts,
Mr. Withers, and the Minister for Labour
drew up reasons for not agreeing to the
Council's amendments.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1943-44.

In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the previous day, Mr.

Marshall in the Chair.
Vote-Railways, Tramaways, Ferries and

Electricity Supply, f4,213,600 (partly con-
sidered):

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [5.10]:
There is not much that I wish to bring
under the notice of the Minister because
matters connected with these Estimates have
been fairly well discussed. However, there
is one subject which is exercising my mind
considerably, and that is the great shortage
that apparently exists of trucks for hand-
ling stock and wool. I want to know from
the Minister what action has been taken by
the department to remedy the position. In
the course of the day I received two urgent
telegrams in regard to this matter, and on
communicating with the department I found
there was considerable concern as to the
department's ability to furnish these truck.
within a reasonable time. I will deal first
of all with the livestock position. The only
information I have at the moment comes
from my own district, but no doubt the Min-
ister will he able to acquire information of
the difficulty which, I understand, exists
elsewhere.

I am told that in my electorate there are
approximately 70,000 sheep to be disposed
of during the current month, starting on the
13th inst., and approximately half of these at
the very least-and possibly a greater per-
eentage-will require transport. I am in-
formed that at the moment there is a sale
which will require the removal of 7,000
sheep next Wednesday for which there is an
insufficiency of trucks. There are at Bor-
den sheep awaiting transport to that sale-
stud sheep of considerable value-and I am
informed the position is that no information
is yet available that the trucks will be forth-
coming. On the 18th there will he 4,000
sheep at Tambellup; on the 20th, 16,000
sheep at Katanning, and on the 23rd, 6,000
sheep at Kojonup.

The Premier: Is that the normal move-
ment?

Mr. WATTS: Yes, because the off-shears
sales invariably take place at this time of
the year. But there is a little increase over
the normal, because many farmers find they
are unable to hold the stock. That has been
mentioned in previous debates last week in
this House on other matters.

The Premier: I thought they had a good
season in those districts?

Mr. WATTS: Summer is coming on and
the pastures have to be relieved to some ex-
tent. That is normally done at this time
of the year, but there is some small percent-
age of increase, though not very much.
From my recollection of previous years there
would not be an increase of more than 10
per cent., or 12 per cent. It seems that
only 30 trucks are in sight, and at least
another 50 are needed. It is absolutely
essential that some effort should be made to
alleviate the anxiety of the people concerned.
The telegrams I received did not come from
brokers but from the flock owners them,-
selves who are very gravely concerned.
about this matter, because on top of this
there is the difficulty of shifting the wool.
As is generally known shearing is almost
completed, and wool is ready for transport
to various places to which it has to be con-
signed.

In the Borden district, there is a consid-
erable quantity of wool requiring transport,
but no trucks so far have been made avail-
able. I hope the Minister will see that very
special efforts are made so that the reason-
able requirements of these people will be
complied with. I dare say there are diffi-
culties, but there is a tiubstantial revenue
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derived every year from the transport of
stock from this part of the State. That
form of business is profitable to the rail-
ways, and is certainly not of the type respec-
ting which the freight charges are so low
that it becomes unprofitable. I hope a
prompt effort will be made to cater for the
reasonable requirements of the people con-
carnied. As not more than 40 per cent. of
the trucks required is in sight, it is neces-
sary to take immediate action, because the
movement of stock commences at Borden
vlext week.

MIL DONEY (Williams-Narrogin) : Yes-
terday I asked the Minister for Railways
-certain questions regarding the value of tent
and camp equipment issued by the Railway
Department to men engaged in repair jobs.
The first question I asked was-

What is the total value of the tent, blan-
kets and other ecmp equipment loaned to
''Ways and Works" men engaged on building
and repair jobs away from home?

The Minister's reply to that question was
that the amount charged was £18 10s. per
,set. My second question was-

What is the weekly rent charged to these
men for this eqwipient?

The Minister replied-
No rent is charged for the use of this equip-

ment but, under the W.A.ASE.E. award
(Clause 36k), employees when called upon to
camp away from their home station for not
less than three nights are provided with tent
or van, and stretcher, rugs and cooking uten-
ails, and granted a camping-out allowance of
'2s. 6d. per day. If the equipment is not pro-
vided, the employee concerned receives an
allowance of Be. per day.

Only one interpretation can be placed upon
the Minister's replies. From this it would
appear that the normal charge against these
men for the equipment is 5s. 6d. a day. It
will be abundantly plain to members th~t
5s. Gd. per day amounts to £1 18s. 63d. a
week, or a little over £100 per year. If my
interpretation is correct-I find it difficult
to arrive at any other conclusion in view of
the Minister's reply-it must be conceded
that that is a most extortionate charpe to
impose. Surely there must be some mistake
about it. The department would never ims-
pose such a charge 1 If it charged only Is.
-a day that would amount to £18 59. a year,
which is practically the actual value of the
-goods covered. Even that would represent
a return of 100 per cent., which is vastly too
much. If the ch~arge were 6d., it would

represent £9 2s. 6id. a year, and that would
be a rental of 50 per cent. upon the outlay.
I ask the Minister to explain the position
and tell me whether my interpretation of his
reply is correct. I find it difficult to under-
stand that it is not so. If that is the posi-
tion, it looks remarkably like profiteering.

The Premier: No. This is merely a
charge that the Arbitration Court decided
upon by way of an award.

Mr. DONEY: I am not disputing that,
but surely it is not regarded as a sufficient
explanation. The point is that the charge
is not one that can be justified. Possibly
there is some other explanation of the mat-
ter. In any event, I suggest that the Min-
ister look into it with the object of making
a daily charge for these conveniences on a
somewhat reasonable basis.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan): I regret that
the railwvays are not securing the business
that they should get, and further that heavy
logs are being carted over our roads. The
position is serious. A very grave danger is
constituted, for the traffic is exceedingly heavy
and must represent much loss to the State.
Our roads, as provided by the Main Roads
Department, are well constructed, but they
were riot put down with the object of stand-
ing up to the ten to 12-ton loads that are
transported by trucks at very fast speeds. I
ask the Minister to urge the department to
use every endeavour to obtain the traffic
that rightly belongs to it. On our roads, de-
spite the fact that they have been so well
constructed,' there are appearing many pot-
holes that will involve heavy expenditure in
reconstruction work.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Swan
i% drifting away from the Vote, and is re-
ferring to matters that come more within the
province of the Public Works Department.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am urging the Min-
ister for Railways to do his utmost to secure
to the Railway Department the traffic that
rightly belongs to it, and thereby enable the
railways to do the job for which the system
was established. All districts depend upon
the railway service to a greater or lesiser de-
gree. If the railways are not able to secure
their proper business, outer township areas
and various centres are deprived of the ad-
vantages of an adequate service, and that is
reflected at Midland Junction itself. It is
unfair to that town if the railways are not
doing their proper work, while at the same



(8 OOBER, 1943.] 1247

time local authorities are confronted with
the spectacle of motor vehicles being per-
mitted to convey heavy loads over the roads.
Unfortunately, with regard to electricity
supply matters, the position is much the
same as in former years.

World conditions are such that it is not
possible today to do all that could be de-
sired, but some departments seem to man-
age to carry out certain work. I hope the
Government will put forth the best efforts
possible to make extensions of works, the
major portion of which has already been
carried out. The railways have never re-
fused to carry on the job for which the sys-
tem was established. Trains still run and
do the work that is available. We find
now, however, that the electricity supply
undertaking requires greater generating
power in order to do work it is asked to
undertake. That is discouraging, and I hope
it will be possible for the equipment al,
ready authorised by Parliament to be ob-
tained in order that what is needed may be
done. Long before the Minister ever enter-
ed this House we were informed that, once
the additional unit was installed at the East
Perth power-house, all our troubles would
come to an end. I regret that has not prov-
ed to be correct. I! hope that, despite world
conditions, the Minister will be able to give
some encouragement to those living in the
outer suburban districts* respecting the pro-
vision of electricity supplies, and also to
local authorities with regard to the railways
undertaking the heavy transport work for
which the system was established.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco): I
shall preface my remarks by saying I hope
the Minister will not regard any comments
I make as personal. He referred to some
member who had said that he hoped the
Minister would be burnt out. I have no
desire that the Minister should suffer that
fate. I think that what the Minister's friend
meant when he used those words, was that
he wished to see burnt out some of the rattle-
trap tramns and ramshackle rollingstock that
we have today. I certainly hope the Minister
will entertain no hard feelings retgarding any-
thing I say on this occasion. I assure him
that we can compare our railways and tram-
ways with the worst that there are in the
world. I compare them with the systems
in Russia and pre-Mussolini Italy. There
when one wished to catch a train sche-
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duled to leave today, one turned up in good
time tomorrow to commence the journey.

I ask the Minister to cast his mind back
a few weeks to an occasion when scores of
children were left on the platform at the
Perth railway station. The parents of those
children had decided that they should go
away for a week during the school holidays.
They bad secured accommodation and yet
those children were left on the platform,
because, although they had bought their
tickets, there was no provislon for
them on the trains. Further, only on
Saturday when many people were tra-
velling to Byford, the Minister for
Health will remember giving £25-which I
believe it is against the law to do within
a certain time before an election-in aid of
a certain home. That women should have to
stand in the men's lavatory attached to one
of the carriages in order to obtain accommo-
dation on a train, is, to my mind, absolutely
disgusting. Therefore I speak with abso-
lute conviction when I say that our railway
and tramway systems compare with the worst
that are in the world.

Now that I have unburdened my mind, I
want the Minister for Railways to listen to
me. T want him to remember that before
he was Minister for Railways there was an-
other Minister, Mr. F. C. L. Smith, the mem-
ber for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe. That Minis-
ter promised that we should get our tram-
ways reconditioned, so that we could have
another step put on them. He promised this,
but he did not do it. Then I came to
the present Minister, and for year after year,
during the last three or four years, I have
asked him for that step, and he has prom-
ised it but has not fulfilled his promise. Every
year scores and scores of women suffer
abortions and other mishaps because of that
huge step. The Minister should know of
this fact. I presume he is a man of domestic
life, and he should know that women in that
condition cannot take that huge step up into
the tramears. T have known older women
who have fallen from that step. Only a few
weeks ago an elderly woman was left on the
tramway line with a broken rib because she
had fallen from the huge step. If one tries
to get damages out of a Government depart-
ment in these times, one has a very difficult
task. Few try, because of the difficulties of
success. If we had autocracy-

The Minister for Mines: Hypocrisy I
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Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Hypocrisy we
have with us all the time. Definitely, the
Government has hypocrisy. You have the
accidents and don't care I

The Minister for Mines: Don't be silly!
Member: This is a sop to your electorate!
The Minister for Mines: You should pra&-

tise out in Subiaco, not hero.
Mrs. CARDELL-OLI VEIL: I know the

Minister for Railways will be entirely with
me in what I am now about to say, and that
is that I have made these requests to the de-
partment for tramway improvements. I
am speaking to the Minister for Railways,
Mr. Chairman, and he is not listening. I
want the Minister for Railways to hear me,
Mr. Chairman. I am trying, and have tried
for the last few months, to interest the
Tramway Department in allowing a tram
to stop in front of the Children's Hospital,
so that the children may, without mishap, at
least get there in time to see the doctors
with whom they have appointments. I have
experienced the greatest difficulty in this
matter. I have written to the department
asking that the officials should see that the
pram of mothers of children get priority
tickets. on the trains, so that they wvill be
able to take a tram and get their children
to the hospital in time to see the doctors
with whom the appointments have been
made. I have been unsuccessful. The
doctors and the secretary of the Children s
Hospital have backed me up in my efforts
to get something done. I have written to
the Minister for Health, who has shown
himself most sympathetic; but it has not
been possible to convince the Tramway De-
partment that there should be priority
tickets for the purpose of visiting the
doctors at the Children's Hospital with
whom patients have appointments.

Now, this is a very small matter. A few
hooks on tramns would enable them to carry
a few more perambulators, but the Tram-
way Department says it cannot be done.
The next thing I have asked is that the
trains, instead of stopping on the Perth
side of Subiaco, should stop in front of the
Children's Hospital, 'which is just across
the road. Every tram that changes to eome
hack to Perth after reaching Thomas-street
stops in front of the Children's Hospital.
Why ordinary trains do not stop there passeq
my comprehension. When the weather
is 'wet, passengers have to stand in the
rain with their children and wait until they

can get across the road through the traffic,
which is considerable at that point. These
are small things to many, but great to
mothers and they could be done without any
effort. I have brought this matter forward
every year as a request from the Children's
Hospital-the application for a new system
of Jetting women who are bringing children
to the Children's Hospital have priority on
the trains, and for an extra step on the
trains.

MR. SflEAUN (Maylands) : I want to
have a word or two to say regarding the
tram services. I realise that the Minister
for Railways has a big job because of man-
power and other difficulties. I wish to make
a few references to what are known as the
No. 18 and No. 19 trains, which serve two
very populous district;, and which are of
considerable revenue earning capacity. I
have brought this matter up on numerous
occasions, both to the Minister himself and
to the general manager, and they readily
appreciated the difficulty. I do hope, how-
ever, that so soon as the possibility arises,
both those routes will receive some consid-
eration. As regards the No. 18 route, which
provides for a very large section of people,
I know the Minister has been very active.
It is certainly the best paying line of the
system. For that reason it has a definite
economic value to the system, and surely
its extension would pay the department.

The Minister and the general manager
have done and are doing their beat, and I
hope that when an opportunity presents
itself they will have the service improved.
The No. 19 service has peculiar difficulties
to contend against, inasmuch as North Perth
and No. 3 Estate Mount Lawicy are in the
worst position. Some time ago I co-oper-
ated with the road board in regard to the
new route, and as a result a plan was pre-'
sented to the Minister. This plan, he told
me subsequently, interested him greatly-
I hope that when funds are available and
new routes are being discussed, the new
proposed No. 19 route to serve Mt. Lawley
and North Perth 'will receive ample consid-
eration. Every day I get letters from peo-
ple who think of leaving those districts to
live in Perth on the round that they do not
receive sufficient consideration. I bring,
these two matters under the notice of the
Minister, and sincerely trust they will re-
ceive early attention.
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3ME. NORTH (Claremont):- Last night the
Minister endeavoured to bitch his railway
wagon to a star. From what he told us,
1 gather that if he is able to do so he will
electrify the metropolitan railways. It is
not often we get forecasts of policy, and I
consider that the Committee should commend
the Minister for his ambitions in that direc-
tion, I am sure that even during the war
there will be, after the election, some de-
mand8 from the people concerned. In 1941
the House carried a motion on behalf of
Claremont. I would like to rofer to the
portion concerning the modernisation of
railways. I am sure that motion will be
within the recollection of members. Every
time we meet our constituents they
want to know why we do not get on
with these things. Members, however.
know that the Government is not in
a position financially to do what it would
like. Surely the people could be informed
by the various parties during the election of
the plans that must be in the minds of the
officers concerned.

Some years ago a question was brought
forward that seems to have been utterly for-
gotten in the meantime, namely, the removal
-of the bottleneck from outside the Perth
Railway Station. Another important ques-
tion that has been lost sight of is that of
hauling our wheat from Midland Junction
-along the South side of the river to Fre-
mantle. Plans connected with those pro-
jects must be in the mind of departmental
officers. There must be a general plan that
all the heavy traffic from Midland .Junetion
to the port should go on the south side of
the river. The suburban railway should
vither be electrified, or if that is beyond the
means of the State, Diesel trains should be in-
troduced. The project might be started in R
modest way by using existing railway trucks
in which to convey the heavy goods in-
volved. At the outset the railway line, on
the south side of the river could he confined
to one class of traffic only and the system
could be improved as time went on. About
two years ago the question of the electrifica-
tion of the metropolitan railway service was
brought up.

I was impressed by what a resident of
Claremont, who makes frequent journeys to
Melbourne, said to me the other day-this
may be of interest to the Minister. He
said that if passengers were conveyed from
Fremantle to the city to connect up with the

inter-State trains they wculd have to change
from one set of coaches to another. If all
the wheat were hauled to Fremantle along
the south sidc of the river I do not see what
objection there could be to that procedure.
Indeed, there could be no objection to the
Trans. line being extended right through to
Fremantle. That would overcome any diffi-
culty with regard to changing from one
coach to another. I trust that the Minis-
ter in his reply will tell the Committee how
he feels about reforming the metropolitan
railway system after the war. He might
also tell us whether there would be a speed-
ing up of the passenger traffic if the wheat
trains were moved to the south side of the
river.

Mr. J. Hegney: You would not want the
Trans. trains to be sent round on the south
side of the river?

Mr. NORTH: At this time in particular
wve should let the people know what is in thd
minds of the departmental officers. There
are several big ideas that were dropped about
tea years ago. I have referred to the main
railway station. After all these years we
should consider the idea of embodying in our
reconstruction plans the question of the erec-
tion of a first-class railway station in keep-
ing with our big W.A.G.R. The present sta-
tion is certainly not in conformity with the
size of our railways and the importance of
our State. I hope that point will be care-
fully considered in the plans that are being
prepared in connection with post-war recon-
struction. We are certainly entitled to a
modern railway station, perhaps not as good
as the Adelaide station, but something nearly
approaching it.

Mr. Withers: Why not as goodI
Mr. NORTH: There has been so much

"playing down" in connection with plans for
Western Australia that we may perhaps feel
we should not ask for too much at once.

Mr. 3. Hegney: A sort of inferiority corn-
plex I

Mr. NORTH: Something like that, I sup-
pose. Forrest Place is a had advertisement
for our civic courage. Anyone who comes
t( Perth by rail goes to Forrest Place and sees
one attempt at architectural beautification in
the General Post Office and the Common-
wealth Bank as representing another, but the
rest of Forrest Place is of no significance
whatever. The Central Railway Station is
merely the relic of the early goldfields days.
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We should give consideration to these ques-
tions, and I trust they will come forward dur-
ing the election.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland): I was pleased to hear the Leader
of the Opposition raise the question of the
great shortage of rollingstock. I support his
representations in regard to the need for eon-
centration on the supply of rollingstock for
the transport of stock from the agricultural
districts to market. With adequate transporE
producers would be able to function on an
economic basis, and as a result of their in-
dustrv railway revenue would greatly bene-
fit. I now raise the question of a more im-
portant shortage. There is a market for our
wheat today in different parts of the world,
and that is a consideration which outweighs
many other factors. To the north of Austra-
lia there are devastated areas where the
people are hungry for food. We have arrived
at the position now when we cannot get our
wheat to port in sufficiently large quantities
to load the ships that are now becoming
available. Some time ago Australia secured
a big flour contract. Instead of taking the
wheat from the country to the mills, to en-
able them to grist the flour from the wheat
and thus provide loading for the ships, it
was found necessary to draw upon the wheat
storage in the metropolitan area. That stor-
age has been seriously depleted and although
it is not yet exhausted it is rapidly reaching
that point. Now that there is need to supply
wheat to the hungry peoples in the Mediter-
ranean area and elsewhere, Western Austra.-
lia is being looked to for that commodity.

There is no part of Australia where re-
venue is so badly needed as it is in this
State. It is our duty immediately to respond
to the call of the Empire and supply as much
of these requirements as possible. If we fail
to respond the orders may have to be given
to other countries. There is still wheat in
Canada, and I suppose the United States
could scrape together something with which
to feed the hungry mouths of the people in
question. Argentina is in a position to
supply wheat. it is, however, preferable that
the orders for food should come to this part
of the Empire. We have reason to believe
that if existing orders can he fulfilled, others
will come along as the Allies meet with fur-
ther successes. I want the Minister to rea-
lise the seriousness of the position. The
facts have been set out in the form of a

letter and sent to the Minister for Agricul-
ture, who at this moment is sitting on
the Opposition bench. I am confident
that the Minister appreciates the
seriousness of the position and will
do all he can to remedy it. 1 have no doubt
that in the economic interests of Western
Australia he will find some means to over-
come the trouble. The wheat, of course, be-
longs to the Australian Wheat Board, and
if it is lost because of the perpetual storage
and resultant depreciation, that board will
be the loser. We should therefore do the
best we can to protect the interests of the
Australian Wheat Board. We should not
fall down on our job.

We should see to it that the wheat that
is purchased from our farmers is made
available for the world's markets and for the
fulflment of orders. There is no thought
that we could consume all this wheat locally.
It was well known that it had to be ex-
ported if it was to be used at all. As the
wheat has been purchased for a particular
Purpose we should see that it is stored either
at the port or in close proximity to it so
that it may readily be shipped. At Bassen-
dean there is plenty of storage available, but
we cannot get the wheat to put into the bins
that had been erected there. The matter is
of such moment that at a meeting of Co-
operative Bulk Handling Ltd. yesterday it
was decided that the full case should be pre-
sented to the Minister for Agriculture so that
he could make the necessary representations
to those in authority, particularly to the
Minister for Railways, to see whether it
was not possible to concentrate on the trans-
port of wheat by giving it a first priority.
The wheat could then be placed in our stor-
age bins where it would be ready for ship-
ment oversea when the opportunity arose.

If we do not succeed in removing the
wheat that is stored in country bins, many
farmers will be affected because they will be
unable to deliver their wheat. They must
have bags if they are to store the wheat on
their farms, but we know it is impossible
for them to secure such things. There is no
other way in which to store wheat on a farm.
If they cannot deliver their wheat to bins
at the siding the position will indeed be a
ad one. I am sorry I cannot help the Min-
ister with any suggestion. I have discussed
the question with those men at the work-
shops who know something about it. I be-
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lieve if we could all get our beads together
and make a determined effort we could en-
sure that wheat transport to the ports was
made a first priority. At this moment we
have a wonderful opportunity to get rid of
wheat which has accumulated in the State
during the last year or two. There is an
ample supply here and we should be able to
make it available to those who need it so
badly in other parts of the world, and at
the same time come to the aid of the Empire.

MR. MCLARTY (Murray-Wellington):
When introducing these Estimates the Min-
ister referred to fires caused by railway
engines. He offered a lot of sympathy to
those who have suffered as the result of
damage done, but no compensation. I know
he is genuine in his sympathy because he
has expressed those sentiments on many
occasions. I do not desire to be pessi'-
mnistic, but I thiuk we can take it for
granted that more settlers will be burnt
out this sumumer as a result of railway
fires. No matter what precautions are
taken or what expense the farmers under-
go in protecting their properties, they arc
unlikely to receive any compensation. I
hope that state of affairs will be remedied
before long. Over a long period I have en-
deavoured to have this matter attended to and
justice done to those who have suffered
so extensively. I suggest that the Minister
get into touch with the railway authorities
and see whether, in cases where there are
military camps, the aid of the soldiers can
be sought in the event of fires breaking
out as a result of sparks from engines. We
know there is a shortage of manpower, and
because of that there is no labour avail-
able with which to fight these fires. I
should not be surprised if grievous loss
were suffered by farmers at any time as
a result of these fires.

Again, the Minister might suggest to
the Commissioner that be instruct his rail-
way staff, station-masters in particular, to
make more use of the telephone when fires
break out in order to advise farmers that
a fire has started. if a farmer is not on
the 'n)hone, the nearest neighbour should
be informed; the station-master should get
word to 1dm somehow. The fire might be
burning for a considerable time before the
owner of the vroperty realises that it has
commenced. The guard or engine-driver
should rerort immediately a train arrives
at a station that a fire has started, and the

owner of the property on which it is burn-
ing should be notified at once. The mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland referred to the
carriage of wheat by the railways. I have
a complaint that I want to bring before
the Minister's notice. The other day a
farmer told mue that he tried to purchase
six tons of wheat. He was informed that
the railways would not carry less than a
10-ton lot; that if he purchased six tons
he would have to use a lO-ton truck and
pay the full fieight on it. That is hard
to understand. I am told that the trucks
which carry bulk wheat are built to carry
10 tons.

The Minister for Railways: Was this
bulk wheat?

Mr. MoLARTY: Yes.
Mr. Mann: He could have used some

other truck.
Mr. MeLARTY: I am told that the

other trucks are not suitable.
Mr. Mann: They have fittings for them.
Mr. McLARTV: I hope the Minister will

look into this matter. I do not know whe-
ther the Minister does much travelling now
by train.

The Minister for Railways: I do.
Mr. McLARTY: I hope he does not

suffer any discomfort. I am pleased to
know that he does travel by train.

The Minister for Railways: I travel by
the ordinary train, and do not have a spe-
cial coach.

Mr. MeLARTY: I would like to know
whether the Minister, when be has made
appointments, arrives on time to keep
them. I know that the Railway Depart-
ment is up against very real difficulties
because of the shortage of manpower and
coal supplies, etc.

The Minister for Railwvays: A'nd shortage
of rollingstoek.

Mr. McLARTY : Yes. I am prepared to
make allowances, but I have often wondered
why it is that the trains are so irregular;
why they are so late. It 'is an every-day
occurrence. It is hard to understand. The
Minister might discuss the matter with the
Commissioner to see whether something can
be done to bring the trains in on time, or
at least to speed them up a little. With req
gard to electricity extensions, I appreciate
the difficulties created by the shortage ofl
material, but I would like the Minister, when~
replying, to indicate whether ?there is a
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chance of any of the extensios, which have
been promised for such a long period, being
carried out next year, or when.

The Minister for Works: The Electricity
Advisory Committee is reporting on that
now.

Mr. MeLARTY: The Minister for Rail-
ways knows that certain extensions have
been decided upon for a long time. They
have been considered to be good projects
and have been agreed to by the Minister and
his advisers, I't is to these matters that I
refer,' and the Minister knows perfectly well
what they are. Transport, generally, will
I imagine falter very much in the post-war
period. The Minister, no doubt with his ex,
perts, has already discussed this as a post-
war problem. Instead of these long mixed
trains, by which we have to travel from the
country districts, more buses should be made
available. The passengers would thus be
more comfortable, would travel more quickly
and, of course, the travelling would be more
up-to-date.

Mr. Cross: You are again barracking for
imported petrol.

Mr. McLARTY: The Minister realises
that wve cannot stick to the old methods for
ever. Even though we have a certain obli-
gation to carry out in connection with our
railways, such as the repayment of moneys
borrowed, we cannot stick io out-of-date
methods. We will have to be more up-to-
date in the post-war period.

The Minister for Railways: The Diesel
trains are an improvement.

Mr. MoLARTY: Yes, they are. Many of
our stations are getting into a dilapidated
state. When circumstances permit I hope
they will he attended to, and that in the
building of any new stations--I have in
mind at the moment the Brunswick Station
-some attention will be given to the archi-
tectural aspect. The stations throughout
the State are not very pleasant to look upon.

MR. MANN (Beverley): I support the re-
marks made this evening by the Leader of
the Opposition in connection with trucks
for shifting stock. Katanning is becoming
well known for stud merinos. The sales
for this month will total 60,000 sheep.
Buyers are unable to make purchases in
various parts of the State because trans-
port for the sheep is not available. That is
a pitiable state of affairi. I have no sym-
pathy for the Minister or the Government

regarding our railways. We have for long
been too sympathetic in this matter. I
hope when Parliament assembles next year
the Government will appoint a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into the conduct of the
railways to ascertain what is the trouble.
Today the railways control transport. In
the post-war years, with the release of
petrol and tyres, road transport will again
worry the railways, and the public cannot
be blamed for using that means of travel.
We should devise some scheme to retain the
traffic, particularly the passenger traffic of
the railways after the war.

I have in mind the position at N'arembeen.
This town is a long way from Perth. It is
at one end of my district. The people there
are denied the right to come to Perth on
suitable trains. A Diesel coach leaves Perth
for Narembeen on only one day a week-
Friday. It leaves here at nine o'clock and
arrives at five o'clock. But when these
people desire to return to Perth they have
to leave Narembeen at 10 p.m. on the Diesel.
They arrive at Merredin at midnight and
have to wait there until they can board the
Kalgoorlie express at 4 o'clock in the morn-
ing. People living in isolated districts
should be granted additional road transport.
I understand there is any amount of petrol
available in Australia. No form of decent-
tralisation is adopted, and no consideration
is given to the man who goes outback. Why
should we on the Great Southern enjoy the
facility of two trains a day while these
people outback-and the same applies to
the Xinister!s electoratL-are denied this
form of transport? I pay a tribute to the
stationmiasters and guards and others who
know their job. They are keen to help, but
say that the bugbear is the administration
at headquarters. Many incompetent men
hold administrative jobs and will not accept
suggestions from those who offer to. help.
Many excellent men on the country lines are
heartbroken by the administration in Perth.

Mr. Cross: Whom would you class as in-
competent?

Mr. MANN: The administration! The
incompetency lies in the administrative de-
partment. If we are to keep pace with
modern times we must adopt different trans-
port ideas. I agree with what the member
for Guildford-Midland said ahout trans-
porting wheat in trucks. An incident hap-
pened recently in Beverley. A man wanted
a 5-ton truck of wheat and it was hauled



[8 QeronER, 1943.])25

all the way, from Bunbury to Beverley.
The Wheat Board refused to sell the wheat
any closer to Beverley. The Railway De-
partment should have refused to carry it.

The Minister for Railways: The depart-
ment cannot do that.

Mr. Mann: The department is short of
rollingstoek and coal.

The Minister for Railways; As a common
carrier the department could not refuse.

Mr. Watts: The railways are common
carriers when it suits them.

Mr. MANN: Yes. When the new Parlia-
ment assembles it must appoint a Royal
Commission to decide what type of transport
we will have in Western Australia. Road
transport will be a serious menace to rail
transport. One cannot rely on the morn-
ing train from Beverley. It is generally
one hour or one and a half hours- late. The
Diesels are doing an excellent job but they
are being worked to death. Last Friday
Week one struggled all the way up the bill.

The Minister for Railways: Sometimes
motorcars struggle.

Mr. MANN: The Diesel cars today are
doing a wonderful job, but they are much
over-worked. The engines are in a pitiful
condition.

The Minister for Railways: It is un-
avoidable.

Mr MANXN: It is not. We attribute far
too much to war-causes. Are not the rail-
ways essential to this State?
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MRL. WILLMOTT (Sussex): I have only
a few points to put to the Minister. one of
them concerns the railway siding at Nannup.
A serious accident was narrowly averted
there a few weeks ago. The train, which
was running late, arrived about 8 p.m. The
night was very dark -and wet, and the sid-
ing was not lighted. A lady passenger, hav-
ing a baby in her arms, alighted from the
train and thought she was moving towards
the ramp, but, instead of doing so, she fell
over the edge of the platform in front of
the train. Fortunately she was not seriously
hurt. I would like the Minister to see that
lighting is provided at that siding. Perhaps
some arrangement could he made for electric
current to be conveyed from the town to the
station. The cables at present do not extend
as far as the station, which is outside the
township, but they have been erected part of
the way and there are people living between

the last light and the station. Perhaps those
people would have their premises connected
if the cable were run to the station. Failing
that I would ask the Minister to see that the
station is lighted, even if only by the guard's
providing a few lanterns.

Every member who has spoken so far has
referred to the late running of trains. The
Busselton, Bridgetown and Bunbury to Perth
trains after leaving Hanvey, stop to pick up
cans of milk at the various stations. They
stop at practically all the sidings from Pin-
jarra to Arinadale and then pull up at Car-
lisle, where the milk is unloaded. Why can-
not the milk be conveyed by goods train?
There must be at least half-a-dozen goods
trains following that passenger train every
dlay, and to utilise a goods train would save
a considerable amount of time. The passen-
ger train has to make a stay of 10 or 15
minutes to pick up the cans of milk, and I
think that work could Vqually well be donie
by one of the goods trains.

The Minister for Lands: That might not
suit the milk producers.

Mr. WILLMOTT:- There are several goods
trains following the passenger train, and
the milk would arrive at Carlisle very little
later than at present. The Premier, in in-
troducing the Estimates, stated that a num-
ber of Diesel coaches are to be built, and
the Minister for Railways told us last night
that some of them would be used for country
centres. In this connection he mentioned
the Great Southern railway.

I hope the Minister will provide a Die-
sel for the South-Western railway. Some
time ago I approached the Commissioner of
Railways to get a Diesel for the week-end
run to Busselton. After much consideration
it was decided to'give a Diesel service a
month's trial. The train left Perth on Sat-
urday afternoon and returned to Perth on
Sunday night, leaving Busselton at about
5.30 p.m. At the end of a month the depart-
ment found it necessary to run a trailer as
well, because of the increased patronage
Now, unfortunately, neither the trailer nor
the Diesel is being used, and we are back to
the old train. Yet we were told in the first
place that to 'provide a Diesel service would
-not be a payable proposition. When addi-
tional Diesel coaches and trailers, which the
Minister said would carry 128 passengers.
are provided, I hope one. unit will be set
aside for the south-western passenger ser-
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vice. The trains that run from Busselton,
Bridgetown and Bunbury to Perth are mixed
trains. If we had a through passenger ser-
vice, it would be of great benefit to the tra-
veiling public.

I wish now to refer to a matter I brought
up on these Estimates last year, namely, that
the passengers travelling from Perth to Bus-
selton, Margaret River and Flinders Bay
should be provided with sleeping accommo-
dation, anyhow as far as Busselton. At pre-
sent, through passengers have to leave the
sleeper at Picton Junction at about 5.30 a.m.
and carry on in the ordinary train to Mar-
gargaret River and Flinders Bay, where they
arrive--provided the train is on time-at
about 7.30 p.m. Those passengers are in the
train from the time they leave Perth at 11.35
p.m. on Sunday or Wednesday until they
arrive at Flinder's Bay at about 7.30 p.m.
4on Monday or Thursday. It is only
fair that passengers who travel that long
distance should be provided with a little
comfort: This could be ensured if the,
sleeper ran from Perth to Buselton.
I brought this matter under the notice of
the department, and was told that owing
to the shortage of sleeping-cars my sug-
gestion could not be adopted. I point out
that on this line there are only two trains
a week that run through to Flinders Bay
and, as I have mentioned, they leave Perth
at 11.35 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
If my suggestion were adopted, the
sleeper could he taken off at Busselton
at 8.30 a.m. or 9 a.m., run hack as far
as Bunbury on the day train and then,
from Bunbury to Perth, on' the ordinary
night train. I see no reason why this can-
not be done. The Railway Department
officials, however, say that they cannot
do it.

The member for Murray-Wellington
spoke of the need for locomotives being
fitted with spark-arresters during the sum-
mer months. In the South-West we are
enjoying one of the best seasons we have
had for many years, and I assure the Go-
vernment that the risk of fires occurring
during the summer is very great. It does
not matter what action the general public
or the settlers along the railways take.
They may do their utmost to protect their
properties by ploughing fire-breaks, etc.,
but still the fires seem to get away. Be-
fore and during the early part of the war
all the trains running south during the

summer season used Newcastle coal, which
is less likely to spark and cause fires than
is Collie coal. Now, however, it is out of
the question to use Newcastle coal for this
purpose, and so I urge the Minister to en-
sure that all these trains are fitted with
spark-arresters. I have been told by men
who axe competent to speak that the en-
gines lose a certain amount of power when
using Rpark-anresters. This difficulty,
however, could be overcome, even if only
by reducing the load during the summer.
As I have said, we have had a wonderful
season, the feed is excellent and conse-
quently the dry feed is likely soon to be
a source of grave danger. As the member
for Murray-Wellington remarked, it does
not matter how much settlers suffer from
these fires, they do not receive any com-
pensation from the department.

There is only one other matter that 1
shall deal with, and I think I can do so on
these Estimates. I refer to the lighting of
the Busselton jetty, which is controlled by
the Railway Department. I understand
that a deputation waited on the Minister
last week from the Busselton lumpers. I had
an invitation to be present, but unfortun-
ately had to attend to some work in my
electorate and therefore could not attend. I
have not seen the secretary of the union
since his return, so am not aware of the re-
sult of the interview. I hope it was favour-
able and would ask the Minister in his
reply to tell the Committee what answer he
gave to the deputation. A number of deaths
have occurred at the jetty. Fortunately
for the State, at the present time many
ships arc being loaded with timber at the
harbour and most of the work has to be done
at night-time. The fact that the jetty is
not lighted makes the work dangerous. The
vessels generally arrive on Saturday, and
except for some time off on Saturday night
the men work through till Monday morning.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) : It was not my
intention to say anything on these Esti-
mates, and I would not do so were it not
for some remarks made by the member for
Murray-Wellington. I understood him to
say that poultry keepers and others can
obtain wheat, but only in 10-ton lots. I
know that to be the case.

The Minister for Railways: That applies
only to bulk wheat for poultry, not to
bagged wheat.
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Mr. SEWARD: I was rather surprised
to think that the Wheat Board should
make wheat available in such lots. From
what the member for Murray-Wellington
said, the fault does not lie with the Wheat
Board but with the Railway Department.
I would. like the Minister to pay attention
to what 1 am saying and to take a note
of it. The member for Murray-Welling-
ton led the Committee to believe that the
Railway Department had only 10-ton
trucks available to carry the wheat. If
that is the reason given, the Minister
knows perfectly well it is not a fact. I
remind him that the only 10-ton trucks
the department has are the steel trucks
that wore built for the department, hut
not paid for by it.

The Minister for Railways: The trucks
are the property of the department.

Mr. SEWARD: The steel trucks to which
.I refer were built by Co-operative Bulk
Handling Ltd. at its expense.

The Minister for Railways: Not the
whole truck.

Mr. SEWARD: I also remind the Min-
ister that bulk wheat is carried in ordin-
ary railway trucks belonging to the de-
partient; and that Bulk Handling Ltd.
introduced the system of lining the trucks
and making use of the extension. When
those extensions are used on the trucks, the
practice is to return the truck empty and
to make the wheatgrower pay freight on
the extensions which are returned -with
the truck. Surely, if wheat can be brought
dlown in those trucks, the same trucks
could be made available to carry wheat
to the poultry farmers in reasonable quan-
tities. There are not many poultry farm.
era who want a 10-ton consignment of
wheat; they may require four or five-ton
lots. I ask the Minister to take this mat-
ter up with the department. There is not
a large number of people requiring this
quantity of wheat and it would not take
a great toll on the department's rolling-
stock. A reasonable number of smaller
trucks could be made available to meet
the needs of the poultry farmers. It is
not easy for them to get somebody else to
share a 10-ton frock, especially because
fhey are often unable to make arrange-
ments to cart the wheat away when it ar-
rives at the siding.

THEE XINITDR FOR RAILWAYS (in
reply): The Leader of the Opposition spoke

about stock trucks and wool. All I can. say
in reply is that, so far as concerns rolling-
stock, the department is making every en-
deavour to meet the situation. The depart-
ment, as well as the Government, realises
how serious the position is. Up to date,
however, the department has not been able
to cope with the freight offering, As I said
last night, 30,000 tone of freight are held
up. That is due not only to a shortage of
trucks but also to a shortage of coal. The
Railway Deportment and the Electricity'
Supply Department have been short of coal
to the extent of about 1,500 tons a week for
the last three or four months. Members
will, therefore, understand the position in
which the department is placed. We are
building additional rollingatock as fast as
we possibly can with the manpower and the
materials available to us for the purpose. I
assure members opposite that everything is
being done in that connection. The com-
plaints made are -reasonable and will be con-
veyed to the Commissioner. I may mention
that the Government views the position so
seriously that Mr. Ellis has been recalled to
the State and will now remain here to con-
trol the railways and put them on as good
a basis as possible. The member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin mentioned something with
respect to an award, but the department has
not received any complaint from the union,
which appears to be perfectly satisfied with
the award.

Mr. Doney: What about the men concern-
ed, who are losing s. 6d. per day?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Surely the hon. member would not expect
the department to interfere with an Arbitra-
tion Court award!

Mr. Doney: Is it a fair charge I
The MINISTER FOR- RAILWAYS: I'

am not saying it is a fair charge.
Mr- Doney: You should satisfy yourself

on that point.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I

think the hon. member misunderstands the
position.I

Mr. Doney: No. There is no mnisunder.
standing.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is no misunderstandi ng on the part
of the various unions concerned. As a mat-
ter of fact, I had not heard anything at all
about the matter until the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin mentioned it tonight. That
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is evidence of how contented the men are.
As far as electricity is concerned, the mem-
ber for Swan knows perfectly well that the
department is doing everything possible; a
sum of £20,000 is to be 'spent and we are
anxious to help the people in the hills dis-
trict, as well as people in the country who
are doing excellent work producing our
necessary food supplies.

Mir. Sampson: Some extensions have been
almost completed for over two years.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am aware of that, but the delay is owing to
shortages of materials and manpower. I
know some of the railway stations are not
in a very good condition. That applies to
my electorate as well as to othera.

The Minister for Labour: The stations on
the Midland line are in a poor condition, tot.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
was going to mention that fact. We cannot,
in our present circumstances, consider tbe,
building of new railway stations just now,
but I assure members that this matter will
be attended to as soon as the war is over.

Mr. Sampson: Could not the department
transport the heavy logs at present being
brought down on motor trucks?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, if the necessary rollingetock were
available. The Government is concerned
over tho position with regard to wheat and
flour. The member for Guildford-Midland
spoke tonight about the economic side. That
is very important. Not long ago a deputa-
tion waited upon me and I took the matter
to Cabinet, when it was fully discussed.
Everything possible will be done in
that direction. I bnow the position with
regard to fires is one of great concern to
settlers, and if any member can suggest a
remedy I shall be pleased to try it. We
have communicated with various authori-
ties all over Australia and in America
to ascertain whether an, invention is
available that will succeed in arresting the
sparks the cause of these fires, but without
success. The only remedy I can suggest is to
stop the trains running through the various
districts.

Air. Patrick: Make the Government re-
sponsible.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Every effort is made to prevent fires, and I
shall accept the good advice of the member
for Murray-Wellington and interview the

Commissioner on the subject. I shall ask
him to give instructions to all the employees
to render assistance by telephone or other-
wise should they notice any sign of a fire,
even should such action prove expensive to
the department.

Mr. Patrick: Do you not think the Gov-
ernment ought to be responsible for the dam-
ageT

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
I was not aware of the fact that there was
no lighting at the Nannup station. There
should be,' and I will have a talk with the
Commissioner about the matter. I know some
deaths have occurred at the Husselton jetty
and something must be done in the near flit-
tire to light the jetty effectively. Four or
five people have lost their lives there, hut
I cannot say whether that is the fault of the
insufficient lighting. I promise the Commit-
tee that the department will do everything
possible to assist the settlers. In some in-
stances the settler is to blame for the fires
tbat occur in country districts. He has not
taken sufficient precautions; in other in-
stances settlers have taken sufficient precau-
tions and have been burnt out, but I point
out that that is neither the fault of the set-
tler nor of the department.

Item, Tramways, £357,500.
Mr. CROSS: I do not know what steps

the Minister has taken to prepare for post-
war conditions, but I suggest that provision
should be made for the use of locally pro-
duced fuel in transport in the metropolitan
area and as far as possible in the country as
well. Necessary investigations should be
conducted with a view subsequently to ele-
trifying all transport in the greater metro-
politan area. If the railways were electrified
trolley-buses or electric trains could be run
in the metropolitan area and engines would
be released for the country. After the war
there will be a tremendous demand for elec-
trical equipment for trolley-buses, electric
trains, etc. The Minister should give consid-
eration to placing an order in Great Britain
so that early deliveries may be obtained.
Steps should be taken to do away with our
obsolete tramway system and to institute
trolley-buses and also to electrify the rail-
ways. Places like Manchester have orders
for a tremendous number of trolley-buses to
be constructed after the war. An order for
600 was placed at Coventry-probably one
of the largest orders ever placed. If the
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Government does not wake up until after the
war is over and then desires to improve the
different services, it will have to wait years
for supplies. I would like to know from the
Minister whether any effort has been made
to order equipment so that it will be avail -
able as early as possible after the war. I
would add that the people in South Perth
have not forgotten that a promise was made
that the South Perth transport system would
be the first to be converted as soon as mate-
rials were available.

Vote put and passed.
Votes--State Batteries. £.42,060; Carve

House, £11425-agreed to.
This concluded the Estimates of Revenue

and Expenditure for. the year.
Resolutions reported and the report

adopted.
In Committee of Ways and Means.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER:
I move-

That towards making good the supply
granted to His Majesty for the service of the
year ended the 30th June, 1944, a sum not ex-
ceeding £8,469,697 be granted from Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

BJLL-APPROPRIATION.

Message.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-

ceived and read recommending appropria-
tion for the purposes of the Bill.

All stages.
In accordance with the resolutions adopted

in Committee of Supply and Ways and
Means, Bill introduced, passed through all
stages without debate and transmitted to
the Council.

STATE TRADING CONCERNS
ESTIMATES, 1943-44.

In Committee.

Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
for the State Trading Concerns for the year
ending the 30th June, 1944, now considered,
Mr. Marshall in the Chain.

Divisionr-State Engineering Works,
£29,859.

HON. W. D). JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [6.17]: I take it that at this stage
we can discuss State trading concerns gen-
erally, and I want briefly to refer to the
vanious undertakings mentioned. I have in
mny drawer what I consider arc some very
illuminating particulars of the State trad-
ing concerns, and it was my intention to
ventilate those details on these particular
Estimates. I appreciate that the session has
now progressed so far that there is no need
at this juncture for me to occupy any
lengthy pariod in dealing with the subject,
but I propose to make some general observa-
tions. I do this because I wish to make this
subject a feature of my election campaign.
I believe the State trading concerns bave
proved of wonderful benefit to the economic
life of Western Australia. So long as they
arc conducted for the purposes for which
they were created, they represent a protec-
tion for the people against exploitation and
the charging of unfair prices by combina-
tions of manufacturers or producers.

The position regarding the State En-
gineering Works is, briefly, that the under-
taking was established because it was found
at that time that the cost of agricultural
machinery manufactured in the Eastern
States was more than doubled by thc time it
reached Fremantle, and then there wvere nd-
ditional charges for transport and handling
from Fremantle through the various agenciesi
until the machinery reached the farms. The
Labour Government, headed by Hon. John
Scaddan, recognised this position. It was
decided that although Parliament after
Parliament had drawn attention to the enor-
mous difference between the cost of the
machine delivered to the farmner in Western
Australia compared with the manufacturer's
cost-the position had been exposed as the
result of an inquiry into what was then'
known as "new protection"-action would
have to be taken to overcome the difficulties.
The farmers had become restive because
they had ascertained the actual cost df
manufacturing and realised the enormous
impost thrust upon them in connection with
agricultural machinery.

The Government of the day tried hard to
secure a readjustment of some kind and
finally, after Parliament hnd repeatedly
drawn attention to the position and yet
nothing had been accomplished, decided to
make a start. The result was the creation
of the State Engineering Works for the
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manufacture of agricultural machinery. It
is true that it was not successful. I shall
not go into details regarding that phase, but
it has to be admitted it did not prove thei
success we anticipated at the time. We
were unfortunate in our selection of the
original manager. We trusted him unduly;
we took his word that ho bad accomplished
andl arranged certain matters, whereas it
vas subsequently found that nothing had
'.een done and the matters he was to accom-
.plish simply did not exist. Ultimately iQ
was realised that, through faulty manage-

* ment and the incapacity of administrative
-officers and their inability to handle prob-
lame of that description, the whole proposi-
tion was a failure. The reason for that was
at that Ministers were incapable but that

Ithqy were unable to delegate authority to
anyone who understood the problems asso-
diated with such an undertaking. The State
Engineering Works failed from an econo-
mic point of view and that was somewhat of
a disaster to the State. I am proud to know
that now, however, the works have been re-
habilitated and have rendered valuable assist-
ance to the Commonwealth Government in its
endeavour to put forth a maximum war ef-
fort The particulars presented by the mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle and others
representing Fremantle interests were very
encouraging and pleasing.

To turn now to the State Quarries, this
undertaking was established because at that
time the Commissioner of Railways had ole-
tided to re-ballast the whole of the perman-
ent way from -Fremantle to Midland Junc-
tion with broken metal. He abandoned as
uneconomic the use of gravel, and therefore
the quarries were opened up for the purpose
of providing metal to ballast and hold the
line. That type of work is now availed olP
almost universally in connection with rail-
roads. As soon as the Government an-
nounced its policy those who controlled the
private quarries saw the opportunity
to exploit the State, and up went the
price of broken metal. I played my
part as a member of the Government in en-
deavouring to get wiser counsels to prevail.
Instead of the price increasing as it did, it
should have dpereasad because of the enor-
mous orders that wern forthcoming at the
time, and that is whet we endeavoured to
prove to the quarry owners. The leading
man in that spbere of private enterprise in

those days was Mr. Statham, who was the
outstanding producer of broken metal. He,
as at business man, got the other quarry own-
ers together and he was so ill-advised as to
induce them to set about increasing prices
instead of organising the supply of metal at
cheaper rates.

At that time the Government had the Boys
quarries partly equipped. They had been
opened up ini connection with the construc-
tion of the Fremantle Harbour Works, and
the Government decided to re-open the quar-
ries, with a view to securing metal supplies
for State purposes. The Government appre-
ciated that it could do the work more eco-
nomically once the plant at Hoyn was in full
operation. The quarries were completely
equip ped and immediately the price of
broken metal to the working railways was
reduced considerably, and the ballasting of
the line from Fremantle to Midland Junction
was done largely-I say, largely because the
Government did buy a certain quantity -of
material from private owners-from metal
procured from the State quarries at Boys. I
am sorry to know that that wonderful quarry,
which is certainly one of the best in the
State, is now idle, but its day will come
again just as the State Engineering Works
have once mere come intu their own.

Next let me deal with the West Austra-
lian Meat Export Works. It is a very fine
enterprise now conducted by the Govern-
ment. Originally the undertaking was
started by a number of investors who were
large producers and financially strong.
They decided to form a company which
established meatworks at Robh's Jetty. They
approached the Government for a subsidy,
and the Government rightly agreed to assist.
It responded by granting a subsidy in the
form of advancing a certain sum of money
at a low rate of interest. In this instance
the undertaking was pioneered by private en-
terprise but unfortunately there were miscal-
culations. Just as the State miscalculated
in connection with the State 'Engineering
Works, so private enterprise failed in con-
nection with the meatworks at Robb's Jetty.
Those concerned approached the Govern-
went for further help as they could not meet
their interest bill. Thus the Government
from time to time came to the rescue of the
comrpany until ultimately those in charge ap-
preciated the hopelessness of their position.
Representations were made to the Govern-
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merit to take over the concern, and the Gov-
ernment again responded. Thus we have an-
other undertaking, which was started by pri-
vate enterprise, now taking its place as a
State trading concern. I think the Govern-
ment made a very generous and wise busi-
nesslike arrangement with the company
in taking over from the shareholders the con-
trol and ownership of the undertaking. In
my opinion, the shareholders were treated
very liberally considering their economic
position when the Government had to step
in and take the company over.

Now we come to the State Brickworks. It
was started as a policing organisation by the
Scaddan Government. The Workers' Homes
Act had been passed and the Government
was about to embark upon the building of
a nuimber of homes. In order to meet the
housing requirements of the people who were
in a difficult position-much the same as con-
fronts us today-the Workers' Homes Aet
was placed on the statute hook, and the
Government put money into the enterprise

ilid commenced to organise its activities. As
soon as the obligation was taken over by the
State, the cost of building materials coma-
menced to rise again. Instead of private en-
terprise appreciating the benefits to be de-
rived from the enormous demand that was
created for bricks, it decided to exploit the
mnarket and up went the prices.

Mr. North: The opposite to the Ford sys-
tern!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The opposite to
that adopted by any decent business concern.
At that time there was what was known as
a brick combine in which those engaged in
the industry were associated to control the
Position. As far as I can remember the
price of bricks at that stage wast immedi-
ately raised by 6s. or 8s. per thousand.
Ta order to test it out the Minister for
Works, under the direction of the Govern-
ment, called tenders for a million bricks. In
those days the double-pressed bricks were
made at Armadale, and the Armadale
double-pressed brick was the main brick
for facing, while the ordinary wire-cut
brick was used for internal work. We
did have experts in hriekcmaking in the
architectural division. The whole thing was
put over to them, and they would not relax;
they would agree to an extra price. The
Government said, "You are not to get it
unless you arc reasonable and approach the
matter in a reasonable way." The result

was that the State Brickworks were built for
the express purpose of protecting the
people purchasing workers' homes. We
were determined to prevent the brick manu-
facturers of those days from exploiting the
people. The commodity was to be obtained
within a reasonable price, and sold at a
reasonable profit to the Government.

The State hotels were built because at that
time there was rave dissatisfaction with
the hotel accommodation then provided in
the growing population of the country dis-
tricts. In many places hotels were purely
bars, without any real accommodation. If
one went to the South-West or anywhere
else in the country, the hotelkeeper did not
want him to live there; all be wanted one
to do was to spend money in the front bar.
There was so much and such grave dissatis-
faction that the Government decided to
overcome this difficulty by introducing the
building of decent hotels with decent accom-
modation in the agricultural districts whose
people made an appeal to the Government
for such accommodation. At every centre
where an hotel was built, it was built as the
result of application by the people for the
accommodation. Most members know what
has been accomplished by State hotels. They
have been a wonderful acquisition to the
travelling publia, and they have been a
credit to the Government that introduced
them and to the Governments that have
maintained them since. Instead of acquir-
ing all the hofels through the medium of
the State Hotels. Depa rtment, the State has
only a certain number. Someone came here
and started building hotels as the State
ceased to do so. The State hotels were built
for the purpose of giving good accominoda.
tion and at the same time paying back to
the State the cost of running them. The
main object, however, was to provide decent
hotels in the country districts for the benefit
of the country foil.

Again, the State Shipping Service was
started in order to defeat the meat ring,
and the meat ring was definitely under one
control, known as Emanuel Bros. They
not only owned a large number of stations
in the' Kimberleys, but by the control of
shipping-and they had a monopoly of
shipping in those days-they were able to
dictate the prices which the cattle of the
small pastoralists in and around East and
West Kimberley were *orth. That went
on. There were Royal Commissions and
Select Committees inquiring into the meat
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trade in those days. I took part in one in-
quiry-whether by Select Committee or
Royal Commission I do not remember-
which went exhaustively into the operations
of the meat ring to see whether it was not
possible to protect producers of the far
North against exploitation by Emanuel Bros.
and at the same time furnish meat at reas-
onable prices to the people of the metro-
politan area.

After we had made a thorough investiga-
tion it was quite clear that we could not
achieve the latter end, even though we
started butchers' shops for the purpose of
retailing the meat, after experimenting i
various other ways; hut we found that while
we had butchers' shops we could not supply
the meat, because the combination had con-
trol of the shipping and one could not get
cattle from the North down to the sale-
yards at Robb's Jetty. Therefore we dei-
cided to bring them down; and so we started
the State Shipping Service for the purpose
of bringing East and West Kimberley cattle,
to Fremnantle. There we established State
abattoirs, and after a lot of cattle had been
killed we had to introduce butchers' shops
before we could bring the combine to its
knees and make it realise its unfairness to
the general public. Emanuel Bros. left
Western Australia and went to London,
where they lived in affluence as the
result of their wonderful business capa-
city. I do not object to that sort of
thing if individuals have that capacity;
but the people need to have sufficient courage3
to say, "We will protect ourselves against
combinations of that kind, and wvill return
to Parliament men who will not be afraid
of socialism or State trading or any other
means of protecting the people against ex-
ploitation." That is what happened in re -
gard to State shipping.

The Wyndham Meat and Freezing Works
were established under extraordinary cir-
culustauces- The object was to enable the
East Kimberley pastoralists to market their
herds-which were rowing in number and
rlso in quality-in competition with the bet-
ter class of cattle being produced in West
Kimberley. The Freezing Works were the
only solution, because at this time the pro-
duction of cattle in the south of this country
did not justify the bringing of so many
cattle f rom the Kimberleys. Therefore we
solved the problem by bringing the West
Kiniberley cattle down on the hoof. Tbe

Wyndham works dealt with the East Kim-
berley cattle; killed and froze and canned
the meat and sold it in other parts of the
world. It has had its ups and downs, and
has not been an economic success, bat has,
been a wonderful help and encouragement to
the growth of pastoral pursuits in Westerni
Australia. And the lives of the people who
wvent into those remote parts were made rea-
sonably bearable because they had a mar-
ket within reasonable reach of their stations.

The State Sawmills were established defin-
itely to protect in the first place the
railways against the enormous pnices
charged by men known as Millars' Com-
bine. The Millars' Company had con-
trol of the timber industry of Western
Australia. It controlled both the forests
and the sawmills, and it dictated to the
metropolitan area what the retail timber
yards would pay for the commodity. There
was little if any competition against the
combine. In those times the railways were
requiring timber at an enormous rate. Mil-
lions of pounds were being spent annually
in the development of this country; and in
thiat development timber played a highly
important part. The lute J. T. Short was3
then Commissioner of Railways, and Mr.
Short brought before the Government the
position he was in as regards timber. Hle
had brought the matter to the attention of
the previous Government, in which I think
the late Frank Wilson was Premier. The
late Frank Wilson started the first mill At
11lolynake for the purpose of supplying tim-
ber to the railways in order to protect the
railways against the combine.

I might have stated as regards the State
hotels that the first hotel of the kind in
Western Australia was built by the James
Government some years before the Sead-
dan Labour Government came into office.
It built the Owalia State Hotel-one of the
most lucrative hotels controlled by the State.
So it was not a Labour Government that
actually began the system of State hotels,
but the James Government, in 1902 or 1903.

With the State Sawvmills in existence,
there was a rapid development of sawmill-
ing by the State because of the require-
ments of the trans-Australian railway. The
Commonwealth Government of the day, a
National Government, made representations
to the Seaddan Labour Government for the
purpose of securing supplies of timber,
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mnore particularly karri timber in the form
of powellised karri sleepers, for use in the
Trans-Australian railway. There is a his-
tory attached to that matter with which I
shall not occupy the time of the House, I
will merely say that there was a Royal Com-
mission, and the Millars' combine was too
strong for the State. There was a change
in the Commonwealth Government and a
change in the State Government, and those
two Governments got together and stopped
the operations of the State Sawmills and
placated the privately-owned mills of those
days, which were largely in the hands of
Millars'.

A good deal of historical interest attaches
to that also, and a lot of that history does
not reflect very creditably on the Govern-
ments of those times, But I do not propose
to follow those matters up to the present
time. From then on the State Sawmills be-
gan to devote their activities to competition
with Millars' combine. They went ahead
under grave diffiulties. We built the first
mills at what was then called Big Brook,
now known as Pemberton. The mills were
called No. 2 and No. 3. The\next mill was
built at Manjimup, now known a No. 1
mill. I am Dot certain of the order of their
construction. After we had got those mills
built, it was disclosed to us thiat the Com-
monwealth Government was not going to
carry out it8 undertaking, that the mills
erected to supply sleepers would not be
called upon to supply them, but that pri-
vate mills would do so. The position
was pretty serious at the time, and I was
severely criticised and called everything but
a business man. Ultimately we got our
heads together and by close application were
slowly but surely able to build up the State
Sawmills until they absolutely smothered
Millars', as they do today, not only in saw-
milling in the bush but in transport to the
metropolitan area and in the metropolitan
timber yards and the joinery works. The
State enterprise has put Millars' huge com-
bine into second place throughout the world.

Mr. North: And it has reduced prices.
Hon. W. D). JOHNSON: It did at the

time. The State Sawmills led in London,
in all parts of Australia, in India and in
South Africa in the early days. I have
given this history just to show that there
was a purpose in establishing all these State
enterprives. It was not done to create ar.-
other State trading concern but to protect

tbe people against exploitation by these pri-
vate companies. But we have arrived at a.
stage now when the mission of these State
trading concerns is no longer being ful-
filled. Instead of competing they are now
working in conjunction with their rivals.
That is a very sad position. The State
Sawmills are part of a combination.
Just as we had the Millars' combin-
ation in the old days when we started
the State enterprise to control the posi-
tion, we now have the State organi-
sation as one of the big three-Hunnings,
Millars and the State Sawmills-who are
ruling the timber industry of this State.
The whole position must be reviewed.

This situation has arisen not because a1
Labour Government. is in office, but because
an anti-Labour Government passed a Forests
Act in 1919 by which it gave to the Conser-
vator of Forests and Board of Management
exclusive control of the forests of this con-
try. That control was given to prevent
Parliament from exercising any supervision
in the handling of our State forests. The
position has become so serious from the
public point of view as to be against public
policy. The State concerns should never
he associated with any private concern. It
is denying the State enterprise its right to
function in the form for which it was
created. If it cannot function in the proper
way it should be sold to private enterprise,
because it is practising private enterprise
methods which should not be associated with
State trading. It causes us to he mistrusted
throughout the world. We are likely to be
misrepresented because of the present posi-
tion.

I prepared a Bill for the purpose of
amending the Forests Act and intended to
introduce it. Its object was to protect the
State Sawmills against basiness associa-
tions of this kind. I have not brought it
down because the State election was sprung
upon us so speedily, I want to announce
that if I am returned here one of the first
things I am going to do is to appeal to the
new Parliament to protect this State against
an Act of that description. I appeal to
members to get hold of the Forests Act of
1919 and read it. It is a reflection upon
the Parliament that passed it. It is a vicious
position when one man has such enormous
powers, and he takes them to Melbourne
with him. Today our forestry is under his
control, and be is in Melbourne. He was
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issuing his orders from that city until I ex-
posed the position in this House. Orders
were distributed to the big three who were
allowed to pass them on to the smaller con-
eerns.

I exposed what was going on by the ask-
ing of questions. The position was altered
for a time. The big three are, however,
again in control to the detriment of the
limitation of the competitive power of the
smaller concerns and of the State. The
position has become so vicious that it will
be a feature of my election. I will draw
attention to the State trading concerns and
will challenge my electors to say whether
they want me to protect the people against
combinations, or to allow them to exist to
the detriment of the economic conditions of
the public. I do not want to go to the
people of the Guildford-Midland electorate
and start raising a matter that I have not
already raised in this Parliament. I have
raised it here and it will be brought up
again in the course of the election. If I am
fortuniate enough to be returned I will fea-
ture it during my early association with the
new Parliament.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth): I do not
-want to see these Estimates passed without
saying a few words on them. They represent
£2,500,000 of the State's capital. While it
may be said that the Government represents
a board of directors we are in the position
of shareholders or, at all events, proxies for
the shareholders-the general public. The
election has been brought on with so much
speed-and, as I see it now, with undue
speed-that we have not sufficient time to
give adequate attention to the business of
the country, an important part of which is
reflected in the Estimates of the State trad-
ing concerns. Be that as it may, I intend to
show, in the time at our disposal, that these
Estimates will receive a most perfunctory
consideration. I have had occasion, when
speaking on the general Estimate;, to say
something about the State trading concerns.
It is not necessary to repeat my remarks.
If we are committed to an election within a
very few weeks then members have occupa-
tions and duties which do not enable them
to spend the time they should on matters
such as this. I listened with interest to the
informative statement made by the member
for Guildford-Midlana. The history of the
genesis of our State trading concerns is not
so -well known to many of us as it is to the

bon. member. I want to say, however, that
I am not prepared to follow his suggestion
which, so far, has been founded on no evi-
dence that any blame rests on the Conserva-
tor of Forests in connection with the posi-
tion of the State Sawmills.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: He has all the
power.

Mr. McDONALD: Yes. I have always
thought him to be a very able officer, and
our State was fortunate in having secured
his services. He has extensive powers, but
it may be that he needs them, I am not pre-
pared to express an opinion on that without
some further knowledge of the facts. As
I see the matter at present I am not pre-
pared to assume that any sins of omission
or commission on the part of the State Saw-
mills can he attributed to the powers exer-
cised by the Conservator of Forests. I am in
agreement with the member for Ouildford-
Midland that if there is any exploitation to
the detriment of the general public, then
the State is not only justified in intervening,
but has a bounden duty to do so in some form
in order to prev~ent that exploitation. If the
most convenient way is by setting up a State
trading concern of its own in competition
with those that arc exploiting the public,
then, by all means, let us have State trading
concerns, but do not let them exploit the
public. It is, of cours, a complete nega-
tion of the justification of State trading
concerns if one is to be found inside a
combine maintaining an artificial price to
the general public, or a price that is beyond
a f air price.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:- Beyond a competi-
tive price.

Mr. McDONALD: Yes. The justifica-
tion for private enterprise is, by competi-
tion, to maintain prices so that the public
may receive the most efflcient and the cheap-
est service. If private enterprise combines
in order, unfairly, to raise the costs of
goods or services, it is bad enough, but it
is far worse for a State trading concern to
join in such an unholy combination. The
whole reason for the existence of a State
trading concern is to set a proper example-
I have learned something of the matter
mentioned by the member for Guil dford-
Midland in regard to the supply of timber
in this State, particularly for war contracts.
I have heard that the three big timber eon-
cams n, including the State Sawmills, may in
this matter have had more power in their
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bands than they should. I do not say that
is true because I do not know the facts. I
wrote to the Minister at one time in order
to arrange a deputation so that the faets
might be known. Before that deputation
was held, the matter, apparently, was ad-
justed and it was not necessary to proceed
with the deputation. This occurred some
time ago.

If there has been an extension of these
practices in the timber trade then the mem-
ber for Guildford-Midland can count on my
support to ensure that they are terminated
at the earliest possible moment. I want to
add one word more, and that is to say that
I would welcome any move by the hon. mem-
ber with regard to the operations of our
State trading concerns. I think that after
the long interval of time, and bearing in
mind the cause of their introduction, it would
be well for us to survey the position as it is
today and ask ourselves in the first place
whether their existence is justified. If it is,
then we should ask what can be done to in-
crease their service to the public and find
out if there is any weakness in the opera-
tions of any concern that is out of step
with the mission it should fulfil in our
society. In such a case we should decide
what steps should be taken to restore the
State trading concerns to their true opera-
tions. I will help the member for Guildford-
Midland if he should ask at some future
time--and I am in a position to assist-or
an inquiry-not in a critical spirit but in
one that will give them full credit if they
deserve it-into the position of our State
trading concerns, which should be designed
to act on one principle only, namely, as to
what best can be done in the interests of
the general public.

THE MUUSTER rOB THE NORTH-
WEST: I probably would not have spoken
but for the erroneous impression created by
the member for GJuildford-Midland. He
conveyed an impression that led the member
for West Perth to believe that the State
Sawmills are part and parcel of the timber
combine. That is not correct. I can under-
stand the reason for the hon. member hav-
iag a particular "derry" on the Forests
Department. I wish to reply to his state-
ment by explaining briefly that years ago,
when the industry depended almost solely
upon the export trade, there was an under-
standing between the State Sawmills and
private sawmillers in this State to bold the

price for timber sent -oversea. This was.
probably the right thing, to do at the time,
rather than indulge in competition one with
the other, because there was ample trade
for all, and the arrangement permitted of
decent conditions being extended to the
workers in the industry as well as the main-
tenance of the trade, which indirectly was
of great benefit to the State.

So far as the local market ws concerned,
there wats no understan ding between the
State sawmillers and the private millers.
There was open competition and that existed
right uip to the time of the declaration of-
hostilities. When the war began and the
oversen market was lost, local trade in-
creased tremendously. A large quantity of
timber was required hurriedly for war pur-
poses, and the Commonwealth Government
arranged for our Conservator of Forests
to go to Canberra. I do not know why he
was selected unless it was that he was the
best man in Ausiralia. He was given cer-
tain powers and in that avenue has done a
good job for the war effort. He has organ-
ised the timber industry and, having a kinow-
ledge of what timber was required, allo-
cated it proportionately amongst the tim-
ber millers of Western Australia. I am
surprised that the member for Guildford-
Midland should take exception to his under-
taking a job of this kind during the war. He
arranged for millers to supply timber for
war purposes much more quickly and much
better than could be done under the tiddley-
winking efforts the hon. member would be
p~repared to make.

Division put and passed.
Divisions-State Quarries, £575; 'West

Australian Meat Exports, £.143,873; State
Brickworks, £,31,650; State Hotels, £65,070;
State Shinping Service, £2712834; State
SawmilLq, £.632,414; Wysdhamn Freezing
Work;, £41,052--agreed to.

This concluded the Estimates of the State
Trading Concerns for the year.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted,

BILLS (3)-RETURNED.

1, State Government Insurance Office Act
Amendment.

Without amendment,
2, Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insur-

ance).
3, Companies.

With amendments.
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RESOLUTION-RAILWAY GAUGE
UNIFORMITY, PORT PIRIE-

BROKEN HILL LINE.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read requesting concurrence in the following
resolution:

That this House regrets that the Federal
Government does not intend at present to pro-
ceed with the unification of the railway gauge
between Pert Pinle and Broken Hill, as an-
nounced in "'The West Australian" of the 29th
September, and urges that the priority rank-
ing of this work be reconsidered, and that this
motion be sent to the Legislative Assembly
with a request for its concurrence,

RESOLUTION-STATE FORESTS.
Council's Message.

Message from the Council -received and
read notifying that it had concurred in the
Assembly's -resolution.

BILL--LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (WAR
TIME) ELECTORAL.
Cousncils Amendments.

Schedule of 45 amendments made by the
Council now considered.

In Coimmittee.
Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister

for Justice in charge of the Bill.
No. 1. Clause 3. Delete the definition of

"Discharged member of the Forces" on page
2.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.
Mr. SEWARD: How can we follow the

proceedings when we have no copies of the
amendments? The Minister has not indi-
cated what effect the Council's amendment
would have on the rest of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If the
definition is deleted a discharged member
of the Forces will not get a vote. From our
-point of view, the Bill has been mutilateid,
and the Government is opposing the whole
of the Council's amendments.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 2. Clause S. Insert after the defini-
tion of "Election" a definition as.follows:-
" 'Elector' mens any person wrhose name
appears on the electoral roll -of a province
as an elector."

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
wvant to give soldiers a vote whether they
are on the roll or not so long as they have

fought oversee. The definition would mean
that if these men are not on the roll, they
will not be entitled to vote. I move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Unless a
soldier, irrespective of where he is or what
his age may be, is enrolled for some pro-
vince he will not be entitled to vote under
this amendment,

Mr. McDONALD:- I understand the effect
of these amendments is, broadly, that the
Legislative Council proposes to retain the
basis of the franchise as it now exists under
the Constitution, and has disagreed to the
extension of the franchise which was pro-
posed by the Bill as it left this House.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 3:- In definition of "Mem-
ber of the Forces"-Delctc the words "or
has been" in line 22.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment not agreed to.
No. 4. Clause 3: In definition of "Mem-

ber of the Forees"-Deletc all the words
after the word "Commonwealth" in line 23.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.
Mr. McDONALD: I wish to make my

own position clear. It is not my intention
to discuss the merits or demerits of each
amendment, because the issue is a plain one
between an extension of the franchise as
proposed by the Bill and the retention of
the existing constitutional franchise as pro-
posed by the amendments. There may be
some amendments with which I shall be in
agreement, and others which I would op-
pose; but as apparently the whole matter
will be the subject of a possible further dis-
cussion between the Assembly and the Coun-
cil, I do not propose to rise on each amend-
ment and express an opinion one way or
the other.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

-No. 5. Clause 3: Insert after the defini.
tion of "Province" a definition as follows:
"Qualified member of the Forces" means a
member of the Forces who is serving with
any unit within Australia or outside Aus-
tralia, but within that portion of the South-
Western Pacific Zone as may be proclaimed
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from time to time under the provisions of
section four of the Commonwealth Defence
(Citizen Military Forces) Act, 1943, and
who is an elector.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: In
view of what the Leader of the National
Party has said, I think we should take the
amendments en bloc.

Mr. Seward: No, let the Committee hear
what they are.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
moveI-

That the amendment be not agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment not agreed to.
No. 6. Clause 4-Delete.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I

move-
That the amendment be not agreed to.

This is really the crux of the Bill. We should
retain the original provision.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is clear 'what
the Legislative Council has done with this
Bill. It has amended it systematically from
beginning to end to provide that the soldiers
who are electors for the Legislative Council
and are enrolled shall have the same facility
for voting as the electors who are on the'
Legislative Assembly roll. If a soldier is
on the Legislative Council roll he gets a
vote. The Council says, "We will give to
the soldier with a property qualification
what has been given to the soldier with the
adult suffrage qualification." That is not
the Government's policy, which is to liberal-
ise the Legislative Council franchise, so that
an elector for that Chamber would be en-
abled to reflect his opinion, as a soldier,
both in this Chamber and in another place.
What would he the use of a soldier voting
for a policy outlined by this Chamber when
he is denied the fight of following with his
vote into the other place, where legislation
is determined? The whole thing in a sense
is a farce.

I agree with the Minister that we must
put the responsibility for defeating this Bill
on to another place, because then the soldier
will know perfectly well -what the property
Chamber thinks of the man who is fighting
for the protection of property. This Chamn-
her says to the soldier, "You have nobly re-
sponded to the call of Empire; we will make
you a noble elector by giving you equal
opportunity of voicing your opinion, irre-
spective of whether you own property or

not. You are fighting for property and con-
sequently should have the right to exercise,
your political faith irrespective of property-
qualification." The other place says, "No,
you don't!I Hands off property I Humanity
must not count!I Humanity may fight and
be sacrificed!I Property is sacrosanct; it
must not be touched. Property muat have
its right to dominate the polities of the.
country against the best interests of the
humanity of the country."

Mr. McLarty:- The Council said nothing
of the sort.

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: The Council has
systematically amended the Bill in that way..

Mr. McLsrty: You say so.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I welcome that

declaration. It is the kind of declaration
I like. I want to get a clear-cut issue. Is
property to prevail? Is it to dominate the
country to the extent that it has done over
the gene-rations? Is not this war for the
purpose of securing freedom I Is it merely
for the protection of property, and shall
property continue with all its rights and all
its privileges that it has enjoyed over the
generations? When the time comes there
ilil be a show-down. By these amendments

the Legislative Council is issuing a chal-
lenge. I accept the challenge on behalf of'
the soldiers who will be returning. I will
be well and truly in their ranks to demand
that those who have -responded to the call
of Empire shall have the full rights of
Empire so that their will shall prevail, and
no longer shall vested interests and property
dominate the welfare of humanity.

Mr. McDONALD: We are not helped by
speeches of that kind.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is good to have
it on record.

Mr. McDONALD: I speak as a soldier
and for other soldiers, and soldiers do not
want speeches of that kind. We are addres-
sing ourselves to a problem as a constitu-
tional Assembly and I hope we will ad-
dress ourselves to it with a realisation that
there may he different views on those prob-
lems. Rightly or wrongly, the Council has.
taken the view-and there is something to
be said for it-that this is a radical altera-
tion of the Constitution of the State. It
has been: said in this house that during the
war there should he an avoidance of con-
troversial matters, the idea beiag that we.
should all unite and as a first consideration
concentrate our efforts on securing vie-
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tory. We should leave on one side matters
that have agitated us in the past and have
been the subject of differences of opinion.
As I said, we are not helped by speeches
such as that delivered by the member for
(iuildford-Midland, although I listened to
the member with very great attention and
interest. What we have to consider is that
here there is a difference of opinion. This
House can express its view and so can an-
other place. If we cannot agree we go to
conference to see what can be done.

Mr. SEWARD: I support the Minister,
-although I cannot go as far as he does.
While I subscribe to some of the utterances
of the member for Guildford-Midland, I
also cannot go as far as be has. I think he
has made a mistake in the date and place of
this particular meeting. However, I want
to place on record that I consider the man
who has gone oversea and has fought for
the defece of his country should be given
the right to vote for the Legislative Council,
regardless of whether he possesses a property
qualification or not. Hre has made the big-
gest sacrifice anybody could make in the
defence of his country and, as I said when
the Bill relating to the Assembly election
was under consideration or during the
second reading debate on this measure, there
is nothing we could do in return that would
not still leave us in his debt. He should be
given the -right of the Legislative Council
franchise solely in return for what he has
done. The Council is perfectly right to in-
sert such amendments as it deems necessary,
but in this respect I consider it baa erred.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 7. Clause 6, (1) page 4-Insert the
'word "qualified" before the word "mmes
in line 7.

No. 7a. Clause 7, page 4-Insert the
word "qualified" before the word "members"
ina line 21.

On motions by the Minister for Justice,
the foregoing amendments were not agreed
to.

No. S. Clause 8 (a), page 4-Delete the
words "or non-commissioned" in lines 28
and 29,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move-

That the amendment be not agreed to.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not

know whether the Council has no faith in

non-commissioned officers or what is the rea-
son for this amendment. My information
is that quite a number of small units are
in various places under the command of only
a non-commissioned officer. They are vis-
ited perhaps by a conmmissioned officer once
a day or every second day. If we strike out
the words "or non-commissioned" it will
men that the commanding officer will be
able to designate only a commissioned of-
ficer to do this work. He should be left to
decide the mattr himiself.

Mr. McDONALD: My information is
similar to that of the Minister for Mines.
It is des;irable to reject this amendment
both for the reason he gave and on general
principle. I would be prepared to entrust
this responsibility to non-commissioned
officers.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 9. Clause 8, (a), page 4-Insert the
word "qualified" before the word "mem-
bers" in line 31).

No. 10. Clause 8, (e), page 4-Insert the
word "qualified" before the word "mem-
hers" in line 38.

No. 11. Clause 9, page 5-Insert thv
word "qualified" before the word "mem-
bers" in line 1.

No. 12. Clause 10, (1), (a), page 5-
Insert before the word "member" in line 12
the word "qualified."

No. 13. Clause 10, page 5-Delete the
words after the word "province" in line 21,
down to and including the word "be" in line
2, and substitute the words "for which he

is enrolled."
No. 14. Clause 10,' (2), page 6-Delete

the words "or non-commissioned" in lines
4 and 5.

No. 15. Clause 13, (a), page 6-Insert
the word "qualified" before the word "mem-
ber" in line 33.

No. 16. Clause 15, page 7-Insert the
word "qualified" before the word "mem-
bers" in line 18.

No. 17. Clause 15, (b), page 7-Delete
the words "or non-commissioned" in lines
24 and 25.

No. 18. Clause 15, page 7-Insert; the
word "qualified" before the word "memt-
hems" where same appears in lines 32 and
39.

On motions by the Minister for Justice,
the foregoing amendments were not agreed
to.
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No. 19. Clause 16-Delete.
The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I

move-
That the amendment be not agreed to.

If this clause is deleted, it means that vot-
ing by discharged members of the Forces
will be disallowed.

Question put and passed; the Council's
,amendment not agreed to.

N9o.20. Clause 17-Delete.
No. 21. Clause 18---Delete.
No. 22. Clause 19--Delete.
No. 23. Clause 20-Delete.
No. 24. Clause 21-Delete subelause (1).
No. 25. Clause 21-Delete subelause (2).
No. 26. Clause 21, (3), page 9-Delete

the words "Subject to this section" in line
37.

No. 27. Clause 21, (3), page 10-Insert
thIe word "qualified" before the word "mem-
ber" in line 37.

No. 28. Clause 21, (3), page 10-Insert
the word "qualified" before the word "mem-
bers" in line 1.

No. 29. Clause 22-Delete all the words
after the word. "who" in line 9, down to the
end of the clause, and substitute the words:
"is an elector may vote in accordance with
the provisions of this Act, in so far as those
provisions are applicable, as if he were a
,qualified member oZ the Forces.

Provided that in the case of any project,
undertaking or work outside the State, the
functions of a commanding offier and of a
c ommissioned officer, as set out in Division
(2) of this Act may be performed respect-
ively by the engineer or other person in
charge of the project, undertaking, or work,
and by any person designated by him."'

No. 30. Clause 23, page 10-Insert the
word "qualified" before the word "members"
in line 36.

No. 31. Clause 23, page 10-Insert the
word "qualified" before the word "member"
in line 41.

No. 32. Clause 24--Delete.
No. 33. Clause 25.--Delete.
No. 34. Clause 26, page 12-Insert the

word "qualified" before the word "moember"
in line 9.

No. 35. Clause 31-Delete.
No. 36. Clause 32-Delete all words after

the word "force" and substitute the words
"until the thirty-first day of December, one
thousand nine hundred and forty-four and
no lne.

No. 37. Schedule No. 1, (2)-Delete all
words from the beginning down to the word
"full" in the fifth line, and substitute the
words "I am enrolled as an elector."

No. 38. Schedule No. 1, (3)-Insert
after the word "election" in first line the
words "for the Province."~

No' 39. Schedule No. 2-Delete.
No. 40. Schedule No. 3-Delete.
No. 41. Schedule No. 4-Delete clause

2.
No. 42. Schedule No. 4-Delete clause

3.
No. 43. Schedule No. 4, (4)-Delete all

the words from the beginning down to the
word "full" in line 4, and substitute the
words "I2 am enrolled as an elector."

No. 44. Schedule No. 4, (5)-Insert
after the word "election" in the first line the
words "for the Province."

No. 45. Title-The Title was amended
by-

(a) Deleting the words "fior the duration
of the present war and twelve
months thereafter,"

(b) Inserting the word "qualified" before
the word "members"' in line 3.

On motions by the Minister for Justice,
the foregoing amendments were not agreed
to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

A committee consisting of the Minister
for Health, Mr. McDonald and the Minister
for Justice drew up reasons for not agreeing
to the Council's amendments.

Reasons- adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

EILL-EDUCATION ACT AMENUM.
Returned from the Council without

amendment.

BILL--MOTOR VEHICLE (Tfl
PARTY INSURANCE).

Council's Amendments.
Schedule of 9 amendments made by the

Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 3: Definition of "'motor ve-
hicle"-Insert after the word "used" in line
43, page 2, the words "on roads.1
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I may
as well deal with the first four of the Coun-
cil's amendments as they affect the defini-
tions in the Bill. The first amendment is
designed to make sure that aeroplanes are
not covered. Amendment No. 2 merely deals
with a grammatical error and No. 3, by the
addition of the words set out, makes cer-
tain that farm tractors not used on public
roads or aeroplanes used in air navigation,
are covered by the definition of "motor ve-
hicle." No. 4 deals with the definition of
"policy of insurance" and seeks to add a
reference to "certificate of insurance." This
has been requested by two companies that
issue certificates of insurance and not cover
notes. I move-

That the amendment he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment arced to.

No. 2. Clause 3: Definition of "motor ye-
hicle" -Delete the word "or," line 3, page 3.

No. 3. Clause 3: Definition of "motor ye-
hicle" -Insert after the word "bus" line 3,
page 3, the words-"any farm tractor which
is not used on a public road or any kind of
aircraft intended for use in air navigation."

No. 4. Clause 3: Definition of "Policy of
Insurance"-Insert, after the word "note"
line 17, page 3, the words "and./or certificate
of insurance.,,

No. 5. Clause 3, (3). page 4:-Delete the
words "who has" in line 2, and substitute
the words "if such insurer had."

No. 6. Clause 6, (2), page 9 :-Delete the
word "relation" in line 15, and substitute
the word "relative."

No. 7. Clause 7, (7), page 12:--Delete
the word "foe ' in line 29, and substitute the
words "in respect of contracts or policies
of-"

No. 8. Clause 14 (1), page 22:-Delete
the word "When" in line 30, and substitute
the word "Where."

On motions by the Minister for Works,
the foregoing amendments were agreed to.

No. 9. Clause 26, page 29:-Delete sub-
clause (3), and substitute the following:-

(3) (a) The members referred to in para-
graph (c) of the last preceding subsection
shall be appointed after consultation with such
body or bodies as in the opinion of the 'Minis-
ter, represent the interests of owners of motor
vehicles.

(b) The members referred to in paragraph
(d) of the last preceding subsection shall be
appointed from a list of persons compiled

from names submitted by approved insurers
each approved insurer having the right to sub-
mit the name of one such person.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
isi rather an important amendment. Its
eff ect will he to widen the scope when select-
ing representatives. It extends the right to
nominate to those companies which bad not
been included-those issuing certificates.
Now all companies taking this insurance
business will have the right to submit names.
as representatives on the premiums commit-
tee. I move--

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
Resolutions reported, the report adopted

and a message accordingly returned to the
council.

BILLr-COM PANIES.

Council's Amendments.

Schedule of 27 amendments, made by the
Council now considered.

In Committgee,
Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister

for Justice in charge of the Bill.
No. 1. Clause 1, (1): Add after the

word "proclamation" in line 20, the words
"but not until six months after the cessation
of hostilities in the present war."

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I feel
that the Bill should not be proclaimed as
proposed by the Council's amendment. Be-
fore the measure is proclaimed, Australian
business men should be allowed an oppor-
tunity to get their manpower back and have
their businesses moving smoothly. I move--

That the amendment be not agreed to.

Mr. WATTS: The interpretation given
by the leading authorities in regard to the-
Bill appears to mean exactly nothing. Hos-
tilities may cease when an armistice is-
signed, or when the peace treaty is
signed, or when it is ratified, or at some other
time dependent on the treaty itself. Some-
one should try to get some better words
than "cessation of hostilities."

Question put and negatived; the Council's
amendment agreed to-

No. 2. Clause 24, (1), page 21: Insert
before the word "he" in line 19, the words-
"subject to this Act and on payment of the
prescribed fee."
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This
is a protective amendment, and I commend
it. It is only fair and reasonable that any
promoter of a company should have to give
21 days' notice by advertisement in the Press.
That will help to protect the creditors, and
to prevent persons from forming companies
and then transferring the assets, unknown
to the creditors. The amendment gives the
prejudiced person an opportunity of enter-
ing a caveat; and until that caveat is with-
drawn, or discharged by order of the court,
the company cannot be registered.

Hon. N. KEENAN: We have no copies
of the amendments which are before you,
Mr. Chairman. We must rely on informa-
tion given by you. Would you read that
amendment again?

The CHAIRMAN: I will certainly do all
I1 can to assist the Committee, and will cer-
tainly read that amendment again, it being
only a short one.

Mr. WATTS: This amendment is the
hinge on which the next one is to hang. If
we accept the exact words of this amend-
ment we are almost bound to accept amend-
ment No. 3. 1 doubt whether that is the in-
tention of this Committee, although the other
aspect of this amendment, namely the pre-
payment of the prescribed fee, is all right,
but I fancy the words "subject to this Act"
have been inserted in order that they might
lead to the qualification to follow.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The only point about
this amendment is to make certain that the
fees are paid. I do not see any necessity
for it. I have never heard of a departmental
officer filing a document without getting the
fees. The insertion of the words will do no
harm.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 24-Add a subelause after
Subelause (2), as follows:-

(3) (a) The Registrar shall not register a
cmay-(i) unless a promoter or proposed

director of the company makes ap-
plication in writing, in the prescribed
form and containing the prescribed
particulars, to the Registrar for re-
gistration of the company; and

(bi) unless at least twenty-one days
before the proposed date of applica-
tion a notice of intention, in the pre-

scribed form and containing the pre-
scribed particulars, to apply for re-
gistration of the company, signed by
such promoter or proposed director,
has been lodged with the Registrar
and a copy of such notice advertised
in a daily morning newspaper pub-
lished in Perth and generally circulat-
ing throughout Western Australia
and in a newspaper generally circu-
lating in the locality, if other than
Perth, where the registered office of
the company is proposed, to be situ-
ated; and

(iii) unless a caveat has not been
lodged with the Registrar before the
proposed date of application or un-
less, if any caveat baa been so lodged,
the same has been removed or with-
drawn.

(b) The Registrar shall cause a book to be
kept wherein every such notice shall be
entered and such book and the notice
therein shall be open to the inspec-
tion of any person upon payment of
a fee of two shillings.

(c) Any person may at any time before the
proposed date of application, on
payment of the prescribed fee, enter
a caveat against the registration of
the company as being likely to hin-
der, defeat or delay any claim of the
eaventor against any person.

(d) Every suck caveat shall be in the pre-
scribed form or to the like effect.

(e) Upon the receipt of any such caveat the
Registrar shall cause a copy thereof
to be posted to the promoter or pro-
posed director giving notice of in-
tention to apply as aforesaid.

(f) Such promoter or proposed director or
any other person interested in the re-
gistration of the proposed company
may summo, the caveator before a
judge in chambers to show cause why
the caveat should not be removed;
and upon the return of such summons
the judge shall hear and determine
whether the registration of the pro-
posed company is likely to hinder,
defeat or delay any claim of the
caveator against any person, and in
Ruch determination may direct upon
what terms and conditions the regis-
tration of the company can be pro-
ceeded with.

(g) If on the hearing of such summons it
appears that the registration of the
proposed company is likely to hinder,
defeat or delay any claim of the
caveator against any person, the judge
may make an order directing that the
company shall not be registered until
the said terms and conditions are
complied with; but if it does not so
appear, the judge may order the
caveat to be removed, and upon the
service of the order on the Registrar
he shall remove the caveat therein
mentioned.
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(h) The caveator may withdraw his caveat
at any tinms by giving notice to the
Registrar that he withdraws such
caveat.

(i) If after the terms and conditions afore-
said are complied with the eaveator
refuses to withdraw his caveat or to
sign an application for the with-
drawal thereof, the promoter or pro-
posed director or any other person
interested in the registration of the
proposed company may summon the
caveator before a judge' as herein-
before mentioned to show cause why
the caveat should not be removedand
the judge may order the removal of
such caveat; and upon the service of
the order upon the Registrar ho shall
remove the caveat therein mentioned.

(j) Upon the hearing of any summons
under this subsection the judge may
make such order as to costs as he
thinks fit; and any person who enters
a caveat without reasonable cause for
considering that the registration of
such company would be likely to de-
feat, binder or delay any claim of the
eaveator against any person, and any
caventor refusing without reasonable
cause to sign an application for with-
drawal of his caveat after the terms
and conditions aforesaid bave been
complied with, shall be linbie to pay
the promoter or proposed director or
other person interested in the regis-
tration of the proposed company
aforesaid (as the case may be) such
sum by way of compensation as the
judge upon the hearing of any such
summons deems just and orders.

- (k) The registration of a company and the
issue of a certificate of incorpora-
tion in respect thereof shall not be
deemed insufficient or invalid by rea-
son only that in any such application
or caveat or in the notice of intention
aforesaid there is an omission or in-
correct or insufficient description or
misdescription in respect to the par-
ticulars required by law to be con-
tained in such application, caveat or
notice of intention, if the court judge
or justice before which or whom the
validity of such registration, applica-
tion, caveat or notice comes into ques-
tion is satisfied that such omission or
incorrect or insufficient description or
misdescription was accidental and due
to inadvertence and was not of such
a nature as to be liable to mislead or
deceive.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. N. KEENAN: This is a much more
important amendment and introduces a new
principle, namely, one that is founded on
the practice in connection -with bills of sale.

The circumstances are not the same. When
a bill of sale is pranted a mortgage is
created. Any person who has a claim against
any property has at law the right to enter
a caveat. The amendment may involve a
good principle, hot it is entirely novel and
was not part of the Bill brought before this
Chamber. I understand it was a late thought
conceived in another place. This measure
was referred to a Select Committee which
took a lot of trouble to get evidence and
make a report. It was then brought before
this Chamber, and no one could say it was
passed in a hurry without proper debate or
examination. We never thought of includ-
ing this provision1 which has emanated from
the Registrar of Companies. It is extraor-
dinary, if he thought it a proper provi-
sion to include, that he did not bring it
before the Select Committee or, if he for-
got to do Weat, that he did not mention
it to the Minister when the Bill was pre-
viously dealt with here. I have only had
time to look at the Victorian Act and no
such provision appears there. It may be
included in some other statute but I can find
no reference to it in the margin. My objec-
tion to it is that it is entirely new matter
to which we have given no consideration,
and to which the Select Committee did not
give consideration. We never heard of it
until this late date. It is not desirable to
include such matter unless for a very good'
cause. This may be a good idea, but this
is not the time to deal1 with it. The session
is now closing, and we are cndeavottring to
get the business through with the greatest
possible speed. I have no desire to block
the Bill.

Mr. WATTS: I agree in substance with
the member for Nedlands. The principle
of lodging caveats is all very wetl in the
case of bills of sale, where a man would be
able to dispose of an asset in favour of some
third party.

The Minister for Justice: In this case an
asset could be transferred to some other
company when a new company was formed.

Mr 'WATTS: That position would not
arise- One asset is exchanged for another in
the formation of a company. This mubelause
will make the -registration of companies ex-
tremely cumbersome, and I do not know
whether it will be of any benefit to any see-
tion of the public. The member for North-
East Fremantle, if he were in his seat,
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would agree that it was undesirable to ham-
per the registration of companies in this
manner. The Select Committee set out to
prevent undesirable companies from con-
tinuing in operation, but not to prevent, re-
strict or make cumbersome the registration
of a bona fide concern. The safeguards in
the Bill are designed to prevent fraudulent
or unsatisfactory operations by companies.
This would give the Registrar almost dicta-
torial rights and add to the expense of the
registration of small concerns which the
Select Committee was most anxious to en-
courage. It will not do the slightest good to
anyone. it will not protect creditors as they
are protected in the case of bills of sale for
the reasons I gave earlier. The Minister
would be well advised to oppose this
amendment. It will entail a lot of unna-
cessary work without any commensurate
benefit. I do not know anywhere else whero
a provision of this kind exists.

Mr. McDONALD: Like the member for
Nsedlands, I desire to assist the Minister to
complete the passage of this Bill. It might
be wise to ask the Legislative Council to
omit this clause. I have a great respect for
the opinion of the Registrar of Companies,
and this may be a good condition, but it
was inserted in the Bill possibly last night
and we have not received copies of "flaL-
sard" to enable us to find out what reasons
were given for its insertion. The commer-
cial community has not had the opportunity
to look into it. I suggest to the Minister,
while T agree that almost all the amend-
ments proposed by the Legislative Council
would be received without opposition here,
that the Council be asked to delete this one.
There will be time to amend the Act before
it comes into operation if such a clause is
found to be desirable.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I am
not wedded to the amendment, but I think
it has merit. The Select Committee desired
to protect all sections of the community, and
this provision will protect creditors. Before
any person may register a company, he
must give 21 days' notice, and any creditor
would then have an opportunity to lodge a
caveat, if necessary. Creditors are not pro-
tected as they should be. If a caveat were
maliciously lodged, the person lodging it
-would expose himself to liability to pay com-
pensation. Six or eight weeks ago, the Regis-'
trar made inquiries in South Australia and
Victoria, and recommended this provision. If

experience shows that the provision does
not operate satisfactorily, it can be amended.
I know the measure will need amendment
after it reaches the statute-book.

Ron. N. KEBNAN: If the Minister asks
that opposition to the measure be with-
drawn for some good reason, I am prepared
to consider it. It may be that if we do not
agree to the amendment, the whole measure
wil he jeopardised. In that event, I am
prepared to assist him.

Question put and negatived; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

No. 4. Clause 28: Delete Subclause (6),
on page 27, and aubsitute the following-

(6) (a) A legal practitioner engaged in the
formation of A company, or a person
named in the articles as a director, or
the secretary of a company, may file
with the Registrar a notice specify-
ing the name by which it is proposed
that the company shall be registered,
and if the use, of that name is not
prohibited by this section, for a
period of twenty-eight days from the
date of filing the notice such name or
any name so nearly resembling (in
the opinion of the Registrar) the
same as to be calculated to deceive
shall not be registered as the name
of any company, firm, individual or
association under the provisions of
this Act or the Business Names Act,
1942, or the Associations incorpora-
tion Act, 1895, except the said com-
pany in the course of formation.

(b) The Registrar may on application in
writing and on payment of the pro-
scribed fee direct that the period in
the last preceding paragraph men-
tioned be extended for a further
period specified in the direction of not
more than twenty-eight days from
the date of the expiry of the first
mentioned period and the said period
shall be extended accordingly.

(c) Any person filing a copy of a prospectus
in relation to an intended company
may, on payment of the prescribed
fee, apply to the Registrar for the
reservation of the name appearing in
the prospectus as the name of the
intended company for three months
from the date of filing the prospectus
and for such period tbe name of the
intended company or any name so
nearly resembling (tn the opinion of
the Registrar) such name as to be
calculated to deceive shall Dot be re-
gistered as the name of any com-
pany, society, firm, individual or as-
sociation under the provisions of this
Act, or the Business Names Act, 1942,
or the Associations Incorporation
Act, 1895, except the said company
named in the prospectus.
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(d) This subsection shall not apply to comn-
panies within the provisions of Part
X1. of this Act.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This
is a desirable provision. The object is to
protect a company against any company,
firm or association, and if there is unavoid-
able delay, a further 28 days' protection may
be obtained. Protection is required in the
event of there being any delay in forming
the company. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Han. N. KEENAN: The only exception
I take is to paragraph (a). We are Mixing
up with company law legislation which
should in the Business Names Act. Indeed,
provision is made in that Act against any
firm registering under a name that might
mislead or deceive the public into believing
it is another company or fizan.

The Minister for Justice: That would not
apply to a company.

Hon. N. KEENAN: That is so, hut it is
a bad principle to refer to other statutes
in the one being dealt with merely because
it is a suitable example. This form of legis-
lation is not desirable or necessary; in fact,
it might be regarded as being highly em-
barrassing, If one were asked to give an
opinion on a business name of a character
similar to one already registered by another
firm under the Business Names Act, one
would turn to that Act and not the Com-
panies Act for the answer. Then one would
perhaps find that one bad given a wrong
answer because the information was con-
tained in an Act entirely separate and dif-
ferent. However, I do not wish to press
my objection.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 5. Clause 28, Subclause (7), page 27-
Insert after the word "in" in line 13 the
following words and figures:-"Subsections
(1) to (5) both inclusive of."

No. 6. Clause 28-Add the following pro-
visos to Subelause (7), page 27:-Provided
that-

(a) where in the opinion of the Gov-
ernor on being satisfied that it would
be inequitable or iinreasonable to re-
quire any company formed or incorpor-
ated outside Western Australia to
which Part XI. of this Act applies to
change its name, style, title or designa-

i tion before complying with the require-

ments of such Part it is in the circum-
stances of the particular case expedient,
the Governor may, notwithstanding
anything in this section or section thirty
of this Act, authorise the Registrar to.
accept for filing the documents and par-
ticulars specified in paragraphs (a),
(b), (c), (d), (e), and (f) of subsec-
tion (1) of section three hundred and
twenty-nine of this Act; and

(b) where a company formed or in-
corporated outside Western Australia
to which Fart XI. appis has (after
complying with the requirements of
Part XI. under its original name)
changed, in the country of its incorpor-
ation, its name to a name which in-
cludes any word or words prohibited,
either generally or in the circumstances
of the particular ease, by this Division,
the Governor, if of opinion that it
would be inequitable or unreasonable to
refuso to allow the new name to be en-
tered in the register in place of the
former name, may authorise the Regis-
trar to enter the new name in the regis-
ter and the Registrar shall enter the
new name in the register accordingly.

No. 7. Clause 28-Add a new subelause
after Subelause (7), to stand as Subeclause
(8), as follows:-"(8) In respect of every
authorisation by the Governor pursuant to
either of the provisos to subsection (7) of
this section a fee of five guineas shall be
paid to the Registrar by the Company con-
cerned."

On motions by the Minister for Justice,
the foregoing amendments were agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 101 (a), page 79-Delete
the words "together with the words 'regis-
tered office"', in lines 38 and 39.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This
amendment does not alter the principle of
the measure and something is struck out that
is superfluous. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.*-

Hon. N. KEENAN: The words proposed
to be struck out are absolutely necessary,
otherwise a person desiring to find out the
situation of the registered office of a comn-
pany would have to make a search at the
Supreme Court. Notices to be served on a
company must be served at its registered
office, and if the words "registered office"
are painted on the outside of the company's
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,office, service of notices will bef
The provision has been in exist4
1893.

Question put.
The CHAIRMAN: The Ayesh
Hon. N. KEENAN. I did not

reply to the Ayes.
The CHAIRMAN: I did, and

decision in favour of the Ayes.
Hon. N. KEENAN: Will you a]

call for a division? Did the ME
Aye?

The Minister for Justice: I mu
I did not.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not I
the voters were, but the member
lends is entitled to call for a divisi

Hon. N. KEENAN: I call for a
The Committee divided.
Division resulted as follows:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for .

'Mr.
MrV,
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr .
Mr.
Mr.

0ovrney
Pox
0rahamn
Hawke
J1. Hogney
W. Hegnsy
Johnson
Leahy
Needham,

Mrs. Cordell-Oliver
*rI Keenan
Mr. McDo0ald
Mr. Me1,erty
Mr. North
M~r. Seward

Question thus
amendment agreed

Aiss.
Mr. Nulse,
Mr. Pafitot
Mr. streets
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. Triat
Mr. Willoct
Mr. 'Wise
Mr. Withers
Mr. Wilson

Molms.
Mr. Shearu
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Witimott
Mr. foe0

pa
to.

.acilitated. words "and the company when presenting
nee since the same shall pay the fee prescribed in

respect thereof."
No. 11. Clause 113, (2), page 93-Add

ave it. after the word "manager" in line 2, the
hear any words "and the company when presenting

the same shall pay the fee prescribed in re-
gave a spect thereof."

No. 12. Clause 114, (1), (a), page 93-
low me to Insert the words "in numbers" after the
uster Ba word "majority" in line 26.

st oness 1)No, 13. Clause 126, (1), page 103-
st onfss elete the word "fifteen" in line 33, and

now who substitute the word "eighteen."
for Ned- No. 14. Clause 152, (1), page 127-

on. Delete the word "one" in line 39, and sub-
~iaion. stitute the word "two."

diviion. No. 15. Clause 152, (1), page 127-In-
sert the words "holding at least ten per

18 centum of the paid up capital" after the
18 word "shareholders" in line 39.

- ~No. 16. Clause 164 (3), page 140-De-
7lete the word "shall" in line 17 and substi-

tute the word "may."~
On motions by the Minister for Justice,

the foregoing amendments were agreed to.
No. 17. Clause 164, (3), page 140--De-

lete the words "without any" in lines 17 and
18, and substitute the words "by a."

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
(Welter.) move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

$
9
A

1
!AV 1

sscd; the Council's

No. 9. Clause 112, (1) (xx), page 89-
Insert at the beginning of the paragraph in
line 39 the words "Except where a company
is a proprietary company."

The MINISTER FOE JUSTICE: The
purpose of this amendment, which has the
-approval of the Registrar of Companies, is
that proprietary companies shall pay the
appropriate fees at the time they lodge their
documents with the registrar. At present
it is not obligatory for them to do so. I1
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's'

amendment ared to.
No. 10. Clause 112 (2), page 90--Add

after the word "'manager" in line 19, the

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 18. Clause 164 (3), page 140--De-
lete the words "or other proceeding" in line
18, and substitute the words "and after three
months shall be forfeited".

The MINI1STER FOR JUPTICE. I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
This makes it mandatory that shares must
be forfeited after three months.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment ared to.

No. 19. Clause 175, (1), page 145-In
line 10, delete (c) and substitute (b).

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
This is consequential.

Question put and passed; the Conells
amendment agreed to.
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No. 20. Clause 184, (3), page 1.50--In-
sert a new paragraph after paragraph (b),
as follows:-

(c) Nothing in this section shall disqualify
a body corporate from acting as a liquidator
as aforesaid, provided such body corporate
has by statute been empowered so to act.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

There are two companies-the W.A Trustee
Executor & Agency Company and the Per-
petual Trustee Company-which are quali-
fied to act as liquidators, but there was some
doubt as to whether this clause, if it became
law, would not supersede the Acts govern-
ing those companies. The amendment is to
safeguard the position.

Hon. N. KEENAN: This matter was
given long consideration when the Bill was
before the Committee. Is it to be the
practice that a matter which has been
carefully considered here and in respect
of which a decision has been reached
is to be lightly passed over because a dif-
ferent view is taken in another place? That
is not the proper view. The alleged griev-
ance in this ease does not exist, because the
two companies referred to would have no
difficulty in obtaining leave to act as liqui-
dators. I am not going to be a party to
flouting the considered opinion of this Com-
mittee.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 21. Clause 256, page 186-Insert a
new subelause after subelause (1) as fol-
lows:

(2) (a) The notice shall state the situation
of his office and notice of any change thereof
shall be given by him -within twenty-one days
of such change.

(b) Service made at such address shall be
deemed good service on him and on the com-
pany.

The MINISTER FOR JUTIE I
move:

That the amendment be agreed to.

Ron. N. KEENAN: I would like to have
some reason for this. I have tried by in-
quiry to discover reasons for these various
amendments but am finding it difficult to do
so. Apparently they were all passed at
2 an. this morning!

Question put and passed; the Council'&
amendment agreed to.

No. 22. Clause 329, (1), (c), page 226
-Delete the words contained in lines 36 to
:38.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
mov-_

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 23. Clause 334, page 230-Insert at
new subelause after subeclause (3) as fol-
lows:

(4) This section shall not apply to any
company, which by the law in force in the
country or State where it was incorporated
is not required to file with a Registrar its
balance sheet.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move:

That the amendment be agreed to.

It seems to me that if a company is not re-
quired to compile a balance sheet in the
place where it was incorporated it should
not be required to do so here. On the other
hand I can see the necessity for such a
company filing a balance sheet so that the
public would know exactly where it stood.
I am rather easy in relation to this amend-
ment. I did not see the Bill myself until
3 o'clock this afternoon and I have had no
time to think out the possible effects of this
amendment.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I hope the Com-
mittee will not accept this amendment.
Originally the Bill provided that at least
once a year a company would have to file
with the Registrar of Companies a copy of
its balance sheet, and we went so far as to
provide that in the event of the document
not being in English a translation would
have to be attached to it, so that those in-
terested would know that all the details were
covered in connection with the company's
affairs.

The Minister for Justice: I quite agree
with your contention. You need not stress
it.

Question put and negatived; the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

Sitting suspesded from 11.18 GUl

11.30 p.m.
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No. 24. Clause 357: Delete.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Is
anything to be substituted for this clause,
Mr. Chairman?

The CHAIRMAN: No.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not know that there is very much to be
gained by retaining this clause, which ap-
pears in the old Western Australian Act
ats Section 235. I do not know that there
is any real value in this. I will hear what
the member for Nedlanda has to say. In
the meantime I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. N. KEENAN: This provision was
not in the original Companies Act. It was
in an amending Act. It was included be-
cause it was necessary. Many mining com-
panies were foreign companies and practi.
cally all of the shares were held in West-
era Australia. The amendment was made
so that the shareholders should be able to
receive their dividends at the registered of-
fice of the companies in this State.

Question put and negatived; the Coun-
cil's amendment not agreed to.

No. 25. Clause 362: Insert a new sub-
clause to stand as subclause (5), as follows:

(5) Nothing in this section shall disqualify
a body corporate from acting as a receiver as
aforesaid, provided such body corporate has,
by statute, been empowered to so act.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This
amendment is consequential. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 26. New Clause. Insert after Clause
424 a new clause to stand as Clause 425,
as follows:-

Penalty for false statement.

425. If any person in any prospectus, re-
turn, declaration, reoort, certificate, notice,
balance sheet, or other document required by
or for the purposes of any provision of this
Act wilfully makes a statement false in any
material particular knowing it to be false, he

shall be guilty of misdemeanour and shall be
liable on conviction on indictment to imprison-
ment for a term not exceeding two years and
be liable on summary conviction to imprison-
ment for a term not exceeding six months
and in either case to a fine in lieu of or in
addition to such imprisonment as aforesaid:

*Provided that-

(a) the fine imposed on summary coni-
tion shall not exceed one hundred
pounds;

(b) nothing in this section shall affect the
provisions of the Criminal Code.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
Criminal Code contains a similar provision,
but even so we should agree to this amend-
ment. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Hon. N.' KEENAN: The Bill already pro-
vides by Clause 424 that where any matter
or thing is directed or forbidden to be done
and such act so directed remains undone, or
such act so forbidden to be done is done,
in every such ease, unless a specific penalty
is provided therefore, every company or per-
son offending against such direction or pro-
hibition shall be liable to a fine not exceed-
ing £20, and, in the ease of a continuing
offence to a daily penalty not exceeding £5
for every day during which the offence con-
tinues. Why make a special penalty? I
have no objection to the severity being in-
creased if it is necessary, hut £5 a day ought
to be sufficient.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I can
see no real objection to the clause, It
makes provision for special offences such as
false statements.

Hon. N. Keenan: That is an offence now.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 27. Tenth Schedule, subheading C-
Delete the items under this subheading and
substitute the following:-

On lodging a notice of intention
under Section 24 .. .

On lodging a caveat under the
said section

For every notification (after the
first) to any promoter or pro-
posed director of a caveat..

For reserving any name under Sec-
tion 28, Subsection (6) (a)

For extending the time of such re-
servation -- -

For a reservation by the Registrar
under Section 28, Subsection
(6) (e)

For every authorisation by the
Governor under the provisos
to Subsection (7) of Section
28 .. .. . .-

For every license under Section 29

£ s. d.

0 60

o 15 0

02 6

1 00

1 0a

2 00

565
1 0

0
0
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Upon the forwarding, delivery,
lodgment, registration, or
Siling of ny notice, summary
list, statement, statutory de-
claration, balance sheet, or
sheet, or other document
(other than a Memorandum
of Association or Memoran-
dum of Registration) required
or authorised to be lodged,
registered, deposited or filed
with or by the Registrar in
connection with any company,
society or association-

(a) if within the period
(if any) provided by law . . 0 5 0

(b) if within twenty-eight
days after the period pre-
scribed by law . . . . 1 5 0

(c) if after mare than
twenty-eight days after the
period prescribed by law . . 5 5 0

The Registrar may, if satis-
fled that just cause exists for
so doing, reduce the fees pre-
scribed in paragraphs (b)
and (e) last preceding, but in
no eame shall either of such
fees be reduced below s. and
los. respectively.

For inspection of any document
filed with, or file of, the Re-
gistrar -- . -- .. 0 2 0

For a copy or extract of any
document kept by the Regis-
trar relating to companies, cer-
tified by the Registrar-

(a) if five folios of 72
words or under -- -- 0 5 0

(b) if exceeding five folios,
for each additional folio ..- 0 0 6

Exameining a written or printed
copy and certifying same by
Registrar-

(a) if 10 folios of 72 words
or under 0 .. . 0

(b) if exceeding 10 folios,
for each additional folio . . 0 0 6

For doing or causing to be done
any act referred to in and
under Section 297 .. .. 2 2 0

'The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I have
not had time to read this amendment but it
was agree-i to by the Chief Secretary in the
Upper House. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted.

A Committee consisting of Mr. Leahy,
Mr. McDonald and the Minister for Justice
drew up reasons for not agreeing to cer-
-tain of the Council's amendments.

Reasons adopted and a message accord.
ingly returned to the Council.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.

1, Appropriation.

2, Loan, £350,000.
Without amendment.

EUI-INCREASE Or RENT (WAR RE-
STRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received andi
read notifying that it insisted on its amend-
ments Nos. 1 to 5 disagreed to by the As-
sembly.

In Committee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Labour in charge of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR: 1
move-

That the Assembly continues to disagree to
the amendments made by the Council.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report

a do pted.

Assembly's Request for Conference.

The MINISTER FOR LABOUR:
move-

I

That the Council be requested to grant a
conference on the amendments insisted on by
the Council, and that the managers for the
Assembly be Mr. Needham, Mr. Watts, and
the mover.

Question put and passed and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

BILL-LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TIME) ELECTORAL.

(WAR

Council's message.

Message from the Council notifying that
it insisted on its amendments Nos. 1 to 45
disagreed to by the Assembly now consid-
ered.

In Commnittee.

Mr. Marshall in the Chair; the Minister
for Justice in charge of the Hill.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
mov~ e-

That the Assembly continues to disagree to
the amendments made by the Council.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.
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Assembly's Request for Conference.
THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I

move-
That the Council be requested to grant a

conference on the amendments insisted on by
the Council, and that the managers for the
Assembly be the Minister for Mines, Mr. Mc-
Donald and the mover.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

RESOLUTION-RAILWAY GAUGE
UNIFORMITY, AS TO FORT
PIlIE-BROKEN HILL LINE.

Cor11mr? Message.

Message from the Council requesting con-
currence in the following resolution now
considered-

That this House regrets that the Commnon-
wealth Government does not intend at present
to proceed with the unification of the railway
gauge between Port Pinie and Broken Hill, as
announced in "The West Australian" of the
29th September and urges that the priority
ranking of this work be reconsidered.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [12.2]: T
move-

That the resolution be agreed to.

"The West Australian" of the 29th Septem-
her contained a paragraph as follows..

Canberra, September 28.-The Federal Gov-
ernment does not intend at present to proceed
with the unification of the railway gauge be-
tween Port Pinie and Broken Hill. The Prime
Minister (Mr. Ourtin) said tonight that the
offcial Army view was that there were other
necessary works to be carried out occupying a
higher priority.

It was intended that the gauge should be
made the same as that in New Southx Wales,
4ft. S%_in., to enable quicker transport of
metals from Port Pinec as well as stepping-up
transport of essential goods across the con-
tinent.

By passing the motion we shall show that
Western Australia is still anxious that this
work he commenced and that there is no lack
of interest in the project. It gives us an
opportunity once more to reiterate our de-
sire for the carrying out of this great work.
Admittedly the Prime Minister would not
have spoken lightly, but I think he would
be foolish if he lost the chance of showing
to the people of this State his continued]
interest in this work.

On motion by the Minister for Mines, de-
bate sdjourned.

BILL--TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT
ACT, 1941, AMENDMXENT.

First Reading.

Received from the Council and, on motion
by Mr. Watts, read a first time.

Second Reading-Dc feate&

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [12.17] in
moving the second rending said: This Bill
seeks to amend the Traffic Act with the ob-
ject of conferring upon owners of motor
vehicles, with two exceptions, that have gas-
producers fitted to them, the benefit which
was conferred a couple of years ago on the
owners of petrol vehicles, of a reduction in
the license fee payable under the Traffic
Act. It will be remembered that when
petrol rationing became serious, a Bill was
brought down and assented to by all parties
in this House, authorising local authorities
and the Traffic Department when licensing-
motor vehicles that were petrol-driven to
accept a fee of 75 per cent, of the normal
fee. That is to say, if the normal fee was
£8 a fee of £6 would be accepted in full
settlement for a petrol-driven motor vehicle.
Since that time the use of gas-producer
vehicles has been seriously restricted. When
the previous Bill was passed it was antici-
pated that a vehicle fitted with a gas-pro-
ducer would have the full use of the roads .
because the owner would not be restricted'
in any way in the purchase of charcoal or
of tyres, which at the time were easily pro-
curable, whilst spare parts were not under
any system of control at all. Since that
time, however, the position of the gas-pro-
ducer-driven vehicle has fallen-from the-
point of view of transport and ability to use
the vehicle for long distance and just as the-
owner pleases--into a very similar category
to that of the petrol-driven vehicle.

Today there is a substantial measure of'
control over tyres and, unless one has a
high priority in respect of a motor vehicle,
one cannot obtain spare parts except with
great difficulty. In consequence, it seems
to me to be Justifinhle that we should extend
the concession which was then given to
petrol-driven vehicles to vehicles which use
producer-gas as their means of propulsion
I mentioned that there were two exceptions
to this proposal. They are motor vehices
for which a passenger-vehicle license or a
carrier's license is required. Such vehicles,.
as a general rule, are used for essential ser-
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vice and therefore tyres and parts can bt-
obtained for them. They are not affected
seriously by the control regulations; in
fact, having a high priority, they are rather
-assisted by the regulations and they obtain,
consequent upon the fact that the use of
privately-owned vehicles is restricted, rather
more business than they got formerly. Fol-
lowing the principle which was adopted in
the earlier Bill-now an Act-that if an
owner has the f ull use of his vehicle he is
not entitled to the concession, this Bill pro-
poses to exclude from the benefit conferred
upon gas-producer-driven vehicles those
which are passenger vehicles or have a car-
rier's license, the great majority of which-
if not all-are able to carry on in an
efficient and practically unlimited manner.

Those are the provisions of the Bill and
those are the reasons which actuated its
sponsor and presumably another place to
submit it to this House for passage here.
It is intended that the Bill shall not come
into force before 1st July next. The
meason is that the licensing year commences
at that time; and notwithstanding that the
Act makes provision for licenses for a shor-
ter period, it is not desired to create a dif-
ficulty for local authorities in regard to
licenses already issued for the current year.
That difficulty was freely discussed when the
previous Bill was before the House. The
Bill should commend itself to members on
both sides of this Chamber. it must not
be forgotten that vehicles entitled to the.
concession which this Bill proposes to con-
fer are to be found all over Western Aus-
tralia. Broadly speaking, the further one
gets from the metropolitan area the greater
are the restrictions which are imposed upon
vehicle owners because of tyre diffieultifa
and spare parts difficulties, superimposed
upon the previously existing petrol restric-
tion.

Mr. Cross: In what way would this Bill
affect the revenues of local autboritiest

Mr. WATTS: Not very severely; in fact,
much less than did the original restriction
which was imposed by the Traffic Act about
two years ago. Finally, I would say that
a resolution asking for this Bill was carried
at the annual general conference of the
Road Board Association of Western Aus-
tralia approximately two months ago. I
move-

flat the Bill be now rend a second time.

THE EflISTER FOR WORKS: This
is one of the questions to whicb undeniably
there are two sides. Before the license
fees for petrol-driven vehicles were reduced,
we called together the people concerned, that
is, the representatives of road boards and
municipalities, to discuss the matter, be-
cause after all the license fees are their
money. At that time those bodies could Dot
afford even the reduction that was wade.
Instead of a 33 1-3 per cent, reduction being
made, in the main those bodies agreed to a
reduction of 25 per cent. That was for
petrol-driven vehicles. Gas-producer-driven
and diesel-propelled vehicles were excluded.
The reason is not far to seek. If the local1
authorities had to depend upon revenue
from the latter vehicles there would he no
roads. A very splendid road policy for
Australia was initiated by Mr. Bruce. West-
ern Australia shared well in that system,
taking into account its area and popula-
tion. We have main roads in this State
from Albany to Northampton and east-
wards. I em not sure of their length, but
it is very considerable. The money for
those roads was found out of the taxes paid
on petrol-driven vehicles. For a long time
the tax on petrol-imposed by the Common-
wealth Government-was 7d. or V/ 2d. For
some time the local authorities' share of this
tax was 21/d., but some years ago the
amount was increased to 3d.

I believe the tax on petrol is now asj
high as is. 2d. a gallon, but still the local
authorities receive only 3d. towards the
road system. That money is still being col-
lected. The owners of petrol-driven vehicles
are still supplying the money. An enormous
amount was spent on roads in this Stat--
about £5OOOOO0-snd this was paid by the
motorists, and even so only a proportion of
what they paid was expended on -roads. The
fact remains that were it not for that, we
would not have our main road system. That
has to be remembered. In addition, the
petrol-driven vehicle also had to be licensed
and the fee was paid to the local authority.
Although the Road Board conference agreed
to forgo a proportion of the license fee for
the gas-producer vehicle, I am not sure that
road boards can afford to lose that revenue.
In the main, local authorities in our country
districts have been in sore financial straits,
and they should consider very seriously
before agreeing to cut down their revenue.

1278
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Further, the reduction is to apply only dur-
ing the period of the war. Our country
roads, unfortunately, ane getting into a state
of disrepair and money will be required
for repairs and maintenance when the war
is over. Members are aware that reserve
funds were created into which were paid
moneys which afterwards wvill be utilised by
the local authorities for putting the roads
in order, independently of those roads for
which the Main Roads Department is re-
sponsible.

We have to consider the fairness of this
proposition. The vehicles in respect of
which it is proposed to make an exemption
to the extent of 25 per cent, are using road.
for which they have not provided a penny
piece. True, so far as license fees are con-
cerned, they contribute equally with the
petrol-driven vehicles; but no portion of the
license fees is paid into the Main Roads
account. The revenue from license fees is
expended on roads for the maintenance of
which the local authorities are responsible.
I admit that many roads have been con-
structed out of revenue from license fees;
but the main roads system in this State,
which wvas paid for by the petrol-driven
vehicles, is also used by the gas-producer
vehicle and the diesel-driven vehicle.
That was one reason why we agreed
to the reduction of 25 per cent.
of the fees for petrol-driven vehicles.
It may be remembered that, recognising
that the fair way in which to tax the motor
owner wvas through the petrol tax, an en-
dleavour was made to do this. I think we
collected about £25,000, and then found we
had no right to do so, that being excise.
When we found out our mistake we ceased
to collect. Then the Commonwealth took a
hand. When it was proposed that that con-
cession should be given, the price of petrol
was continually rising because of the Com-
monwealth excise, which was increasing all
the time. Some petrol-driven vehicles are
taxed to the hilt. Petrol that used to cost
is. 6d. in the metropolitan area now costs
2s. .10d,

Mr. Cross: It used to be Is. 5d.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,

and it costs much more in country districts.
Although the Road Board conference
agreed to forego this money, this is the in-
formation we have: Before introducing the
Bill to reduce license fees on petrol-driven
vehicles, we took a very careful census of

(463

those concerned, because it is not Govern-
ment money we are dealing with, but the
revenues of local bodies. On the last coca-
awon when wve asked for an expression of
opinion on this proposal, those in favour
were the Municipality of Subiaco, the Road
Boards of Peppermint Grove and South~
Perth, the City of Perth and Claremont.
Against the proposed reduction were the
F'remnantle, Bassendean, Bayswater, Ned-
lands and Kelmscott-Armadale Road
Boards, and also Cottesloe. Having
thought it out from all angles, those local
authorities were against the reduction. The
opinion was very divided. The question is
whether we should, without very much con-
sideration, agree to a proposal that reduces
the revenues of road boards, which are al-
ways in difficulties. Members are awarq
that over half the revenues of road boards
in this State is derived from license fees.
They could not exist otherwise, and we must
he careful before we start giving away their
money.

From the information we have, I am not
disposed to agree to this measure. Victoria
has never agreed to a reduction, either for
petrol-driven or gas-producer vehicles. In
Queensland and South Australia the reduc-
tion is 25 per cent. and in New South
Wales, 20 per cent. But it has to be re-
membered that these fees are collected by
the central authority. Parliament has the
right. It is giving away its own money, or
reducing its own revenue. In this State the
position is different, and the local authori-
ties have been jealous of their control oA
traffic fees in this State. Even in the metro-
politan area we only collect the fees, which
are returned, less cost of collection and 221/
per cent. which is paid from thme Metro-
politan Traffic Pool to the Main Roads De-
lpartment's account. Let the matter be
settled on its merits. I am not going to
raise any technical points in respect to it.
It is a very moot point as to whether those
concerned, whose money is involved, agreed
to this proposal. I consider that not only
should we get the opinion of the Road
Board conference-that is to say, of the
delegates assembled-but we should also
have the opinion of the municipalities
throughout the State, which are just ais
much concerned. So far, the information
we have is that they are divided in respect
to it.

3
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While there is a good case for the pres-
ent reduction of fees, there is Dot the same
argument in respect of the gas-producer-
driven vehicleb. Again, it must be remem-
bered that we are dealing largely with pro-
ducers that have a 50 per cent. reduction
already, and are getting an addition of 25
per cent. on that. So the reductions are
sierious already so far as road boards ar4
concerned. That 50 per cent, for privatq
producers' vehicles is a very generous con-
cession. It would be very simple and prob-
ably would tend to make us popular with
our constituents to agree to a reduction, but
it is not a wise procedure, and for the reas-
ons I have stated-mainly because the posi-
tion is not on all-fours with the reduction
this House previously agreed to, and be-
cause there is certainly not the same cause
for it-I oppose the measure.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) : I would like
to make one or two observations in support
of the Bill and I hope that before I sit down
I will be able to convince the Minister that
he should agree to it. First of all we will
admit that the Road Board conference
agreed to the suggestion. Secondly, the
Minister mentioned our roads. They arc
certainly wonderful. The Main Roads De-
lpartment has done an excellent job, mostly
out of the petrol tax. The Minister agree6
there is a big tax on petrol, but only a small
portion is going towards our -roads. From
observation, members will agree that there
is practically no road work taking place,
and the road hoards will not miss this
revenue.

The Premier: They will.
Mr. THORN: No, they will not, because--
The Premier: You lose 1L0 per cent. of

your wages and see whether you miss it!I
Mr. THORN: The road boards today are

accumulating revenue; they are not using it.
The Minister for Works: And they are

accunmulating liabilities, tool
Mr. THORN: They are not using the

revenue because they cannot get the man-
power to carry out the work. I know that
ioad boards are accumulating revenue andl
that in many instances their roads are in a
bad condition.

The Premier: Let them reduce their or-
rlinary rates!

Mr. THORN: In many instances they
have done so. I am a ratepayer of the
.Swan Road Board district and that hoard

has been most considerate, having made sub-
stantial reductions in rates. Nevertheless, it
is still well off for revenue. 'Wen we dealt
with petrol-driven vehicles, the situation was
very different. Today the gas-producer
vehicle has all sorts of restrictions imposed
upon it. These vehicles rc short of spare
parts. Unless they have a high priority--
that is to say unless they are passenger-
carrying vehicles and carriers, for which
special provisions are made-they cannot
procure tyres and spare parts, The majority
of gas-producer owners have to conserve
their tyres and he careful of the running
they do, owing to the shortage of spare.
parts. Another point is that this measure
is only for the duration of the war.

Mr. Cross: Tho Bill does not say so.
Mr. THORN: The Bill may not say so,

but it deals with the Act that made pro-
vision for petrol-driven vehicles and pro-
poses to amend. the Act to include gas-pro-
ducer vehicles. As the local governing bodies
are well off for revenue which they cannot
use, why not grant this concession? The
Minister has been very fair, He put his
side and said he would leave it to the House
to decide.

The Minister for Works: I put the roadl
hoards' side.

Mr. THORN: I do not know that the
Minister did that, seeing that the road
boards agreed to it.

The Minister for Works: You have put
the licensees' side.

Mr. THORN: No, I am taking my cue
from the findings of the Road Board Con-
fecrence, which agreed to this reduction.

The Minister for Works: They did not
care to oppose it.

Air. THORN: The Minister cannot put
it that way. The Road Board Conference
treats all these things very seriously. This
affects the revenue of road boards. There-
fore they must treat tile matter seriously
and the conference agrTeed to this reduction.
Apart from that, members must realise that,
as time passes, restrictions will become more

seeeand running will he curtailed to a
much greater extent, except as regards es-
sential services. That is very evident. I see
no harm in agreeing to this Bill and grant-
ing this concession to gas-producer vehicles.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth): I have
been impressed by the remarks made by the
Minister and I apprecialte the faecs he has
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put forward for the consideration of the
House. On the whole,2 however, I feel that
the Bill is one I could supporL. It hasj
received the approval of the conference of
road boards and, if they have approved, it
means that they have, in effect, requested i11
and it is therefore legitimate for us to ac-
ede to their request. But I am also im-
pressed by the fact that the people who
put on gas-producers have in many eases
clone so because they have been compelled
to do so. It has been a condition of their
being, able to use their vehicles at all. They
have been obliged to go to very considerable
expense and the use of gas-producers has
been generally considered to be a very
patriotic gesture, something we should under-
take, an expense wve should incur in order
to save petrol.

I am not too sure that the argument as
to the saving in petrol is Dot somewhat
dubious, and that such saving may not be
counterbalanced by the damage done to the
engine in the case of many gas-producers.
I do not think that people using gas-pro-
ducers can be relegated to the class of
people who are not carrying a burden. I
should say that most of them would much
prefer not to have gas-producers and would
continue -using pettn-driven ve1~les 'but
for patriotic reasons or the compulsion of
National Security Regulations. The view
of the Road Board Conference was that
this was an act of justice and I think the
expression of opinion by that body should
receive tim consideration of this House.

MR. CROSS (Canning): I cannot sup-
port the Bill because it would make the posi-
tion distinctly unfair. The man who uses
a petrol-driven vehicle will 'be paying for
practically the whole cost of road construc-
tion and maintenance while the people with
gas-producers will pay nothing. The fact
that tinder the parent Act a reduction was
granted was due to the desire to encourage
the use of gas-producers in order to save
petrol, which had to be imported. The Bill
does not aim to do that.

Mr. Watts: The hon. member says that
a1 reduction of the license fee in respect of
petrol-driven vehicles will encourage the
production of gas-producers.

Mr. CROSS: Diesel-engined tuk r
driven with heavy oil which has to be im-
ported and, in fact, more of that type of
oil is imported than petrol. That will en-

courage the use of the heavy trucks that do
so much damage to the roads. I am sure the
local authorities in my electorate would cri-
ticise me if I did not oppose this measure.
The Bill will have the effect of encouraging
the use of Diesel-engined trucks which do so
mfuch damage to the -roads, and yet they will
paty practically nothing towards the upkeep
of those roads. The local authorities will
be left with very little money with which to
carry out that work.

M. SEWARD (Pingelly) : I support
the second reading of the Bill. Although
I am prepared to give due weight to the
Minister's arguments, the local authorities
be mentioned were mostly confined to the
metropolitan area and so cannot he regarded
as representative of the opinion of the local
authorities spread throughout the State.
Personally, I am not inclined to place much
store by the opinions of municipal councils
because their areas are mostly small, and
their interests are practically confined to
the areas from which they receive their
rates. I should say that the license fees
recovered by municipal councils respecting
vehicles that use the roads would mean much
less to them than those fees mean to the road
boards.

The Minister for Works:- That is so.
The Premier: And yet most of them live

on their license fees.
Mr. SEWARD:- Not to the extent that

the road boards do. At any rate, the views
expressed at the recent Road Board Confer-
ence should carry some weight. with the
Government. Another ppint is that the gas-
producer vehicles in the country districts
are being restricted in their use by the
group carting system. I am frequently at
the Department of Supply and Shipping
dealing with matters arising out of the new
system. The trouble is that the farmers are
unahle to get tyres unless they are grouped.
I know of one young farmer who has 3,000
acres and 100 acres of hay ready to cut and
cart. He expects 2,000 bags of wheat and
he has 2,000 sheep for which he will have
to commence carting water and feed very
shortly. This mzeans that his truck will be
going, from early morning until dark, yet he
is unable to get tyres and may not be able
to use his truck much longer because he is
not grouped. How could such a man be
grouped? He could not possibly use his
truck apart fromn his own work.
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The effet of all this is that quite a num-
ber of men with trucks will be forced off
the road even though they may have gas-
producers. I think the proposal embodied
in the Bill is reasonable seeing that the
farmers cannot use their trucks to the ex-
tent of more than 25 per cent, of what is
normally done, and the small reduction in
the license fee would extend some consider-
ation to them. I know that the roads are
deteriorating and will continue to do so
(luring the wvar period. At the same time,
the funds of the local authorities are sccn-
unlating and ample monecy will be available
for the repair of roads when hostilities
(tease.

MR. WATTS (Katanning-in reply) : As
so often happens, the member for Canning
has lost sight of the real point which is in-
volved in the discussion. He referred to
Diesel-engined trucks that do so much dam-
age to the roads. The fact is that such
trucks are excluded from the scope of the
Bill almost entirely, because the great maj-
ority of them are vehicles for which a pass-
enger or carrying license is required.

Mr. Cross: There are still a lot of them.
Mr. WATTS: Then there should not be,

because Diesel-engined vehicles are mostly
used for passenger work or for carting of
goods for reward. In consequence, the
great bulk of them are excluded from the
provisions of the Bill almost for the very
reasons advanced by the member for Can-
ning himself. Therefore there was no sub-
stance whatever in the point he made. An-
other matter he referred to-and it was also
mentioned by the Minister to some extent-
concerned the contributions that must be
made by users of petrol-driven vehicles to
the road funds. These contributions have
been substantially reduced of recent years
because of the fact that vehicles are using
comparatively little petrol. It is only dur-
ing the past two years that a great number
of gas-producers have been fitted to vehicles,
and therefore the owners of those vehicles
that had to use petrol before bad already
contributed substantially to the revenuq
that has gone into the construction of roadq
to which the Minister referred.

Today there are no roads being construct-
ed, so the suggestion regarding the effect of
this Bill cannot be nearly as had as the
Minister and the member for Canning
would have us believe. In fact, the point

raised in this regard is one that could al-
most be ignored. Another point made by
the delegates to the Road Board Conference
was that gas-producer vehicles do far leso
damage than petrol-driven vehicles because
with the former the drivens cannot get un
any very fast rate and therefore do no
knock the roads about. There is force in
that argument, as anyone will admit who has
trhivelled for any distance in a gats-producer
vehicle.

The Minister for Works: Is that opinion
borne out by the engineers? I thought it
was quite the contrary, with the big, sway-
ing loads.

Mr. WATTS: I am informned that that is
the view taken regarding the effect of thq
large trucks on the roads. I understand
from the engineers that speed is the main
consideration that breaks down the surface
of the road. The theory as given to me by
engineers, including men who are very com-
petent and are associated with the Main
Roads Department, is that on other than
bitumen roads the heavy vehicles suck upl
the mixture from the surface and that leads
to cracks in the roadway and ultimately to
its breaking up. I have never disputed the
argument, and have never questioned that
information that was given to me by these
people who are experienced in the matter.
Those of us who have noted the differene
between travelling at 50 miles and 30 miles
an hour can appreciate that the wear and
tear must obviously be less at the lower
speed.

Mr. Cross: Everyone is limited to 30
miles an hour.

Mrx. WATTS: I subscribe to that view
so far as the regulations are concerned, b
I confess that gas-producers of necessity are
reduced to a speed that complies with that
regulation whereas those who drive petrel
vehicles proceed at a speed that complied
with the regulations only when they happen
to remember them. I desire to quote from
the minutes of the recent Road Board con-
ference, and I find on referring to the offi-
cial minutes that the Denmark Road Board
placed before the conference a motion read-
ing as follows:

That vehicles with gas-producers be given
the same license as petrol-driven vehicles.

That motion was carried.
Mr. Thorn: How many road boards were

represented at tho conference?
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Mr. WATTS: There were 81 boards re-
presented by 120 delegates. If that is not
a comprehensive attendance, especially in
these days of transport difficulties, I do not
know what would he regarded as such. I
should think that a conference attended by
representatives of 81 boards out of about
120 that operate throughout the State,
should satisfy even the member for Can-
ning.

The Premier: It would largely depend on
how the voting went.

Mr. WATTS: That is not indicated in the
minutes.

Mr. Thorn: If it was carried, more than
40 boards must have voted in favour.

Tbe Premier: But there could have been
40 against it.

Mr. WATTS: At any rate, that phase is
not recorded but, according to the minutes,
there was no opposition to the motion. I
wish to go a little further and remind the
House of what the present Minister for
Works had to say on tile 22nd October of
last year when he moved the second reading
of the Local Authorities (Reserve Fund)
Bill. In the course of his speech the Minis-
ter said-

A number of anunicipalitiieu will have sub.
stantial credit balances at the end of this
year which, if taken into account, will result
in very low general ratcs being levied for next
year, notwithstanding the fact that these
CrTedit balances have resulted mainly from the
general inability to keep roads aud other works
in a satisfactory condition owing to the short-
age of material-particularly bitumten-and
manpower. The limitation I have mentioned
is a very important one. Municipalities and
road boards -ire definitely limi ted to making
up the discrepancy between revenue ia hand
and the estimated requirements for the com-
ing year. The approximate credit balances
anticipated at the 31st October, 1942, for the
following municipalities ar-

Fremantle .-

North Fremuantle
East Fremantle
Cottesloc
Claremont
,S9ubineo
Midland JUnICtiou
Guildford --

E
2,000

-- .. .- 500

-. -- .3,000

* --- -. 3,000
- - - . - 4,500
* . .- -. 4,000
- --- - - 800

- . 800

These balances would bare been much greater
had it not been for expenditure on A.R.P.
works. Many road boards are in a similar
position, the credit balances totalng very sub-
stanitial sumis. One metropolitan board now
has £1,000 of its balane on fixed deposit, and

another outer suburban hoard has £E3,000 on
fixed deposit. Road boards had built up credit
balances at thle 30th June, 1942, as follows:-

£
Bassendean . . .. .. 1,704
flayswater . .. . .. 997
Bruce Rock -- - .2,010

cue . .- 1,131
Premantic -- - 1,905
Melville ---. - 4,377
Northam .-- .- 1,853
Qunirading . . .. .1,062

South Perth 6 . - ,401.
Swan ,. -- . . -4,520

Victoria Plains . .- 1,338

Although this legislation has been intro-
duced to enable reserve funds to be built up,
local authorities will not be compelled to take
advantage of the measure,

Later onl he said-
The boards, being unable to bpend their re-

venue, have automatically built up reserves.
Strictly speaking, this is illegal but there ap-
pears to be no help for it. The object of the
Bill is to put the matter right and establish
some order.

I ask this House Riot to give consideration to
the suggestion that the Bill will upset the
flinancial calculations of the local authorities.
The Minister said that their credit balances
would he far more substantial had they not
contributed so much towards the A.R.P.
That has been confirmed. The Road Board
Conference agreed to this resolution, and
therefore we are fully justified in bringing
it forward for consideration by this House.
I submit that I have dealt fairly effectively
with the objections raised to this measure,
aind I hope it will be carried.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes -

-- -- 7

-- -- -- 19

Majority against

Air, Mann
Mr. McDonald
Mr. North
Mr. Seward

N1r. GoverleY
Mr. Croar
Mr. Graham
Mr. Fox
Mr. Hawke
Mr. J. Hegucy
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Johnson
Al r. Marshall
M r. Millington

-. 12

AYES.
IMr. Thorn

Mr. WattsIMr. Done?

Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Panton
Mr. Radoredh
Mr. Styains.
Mr. Trat
Mr. W]iloockc
Mr. Winor
Mr. Wise
Mr. Needhm

(Teller.)

(Teller.)

Question thus negatived; Bill defeated.
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BILL-INCREASE OF RENT (WAR RE-
STRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Further Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's request for a conference on the
amendments insisted on by the Council, and
had appointed Hon. W. J. Mann, Hon. H. S.
W. Parker and the Honorary Minister as
managers for the Council, the Speaker's
room as the place of meeting and the time,
forthwith.

Sitting .mispeitded fromn 1.22 to 2.50 am.

HILL-LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (WAR
TIME) ELECTORAL.

Council's Further Message.

M1essage from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's request for a conference on the
amendments insisted on by the Council, and
had appointed Hon. J. Cornell, Hion. C. F.
Baxter and the Chief Secretary as managers
for the Council, the Chief Secretary's room
as the place of meeting and the time, forth-
with.

BILL-INCREASE OF RENT (WAR RE-
STRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Conference Managers' Report.

THE MINISTER FOR LABOUR [2.50]:
I beg- to report that the conference mall-
tigers met in conference on the Bill and
reached the following agreement:-

Clause 5-Strike out nll the words after the
word ''Ifollow'' in line 2, page 3, down to and
including the word] ''tenant'' in line 25, and
insert the following in lieu:-

IHA.. (1) A person shall not refuse
to let a dwelling-house to any person oil
the ground that it is intended thnt a child
siall live in the dwelling-house:

Provided that the court may oil appli-
cation by the lessor if satisfied that the
lessee has failed to take reasonable and(
proper care of the premises or of any
goods and chattels leased therewirth make
an order for the recovery by the lessor of
possession of thle premises and anly goods
and1( chattels leased therewith and for thle
ejectinent of the lessee therefrom.

(2) In ally prosecution for anl offence
arising lumier tis section where it is
proved tilat a person has refused to let a
dwelling-house to any person it shall lie
upon tile first-mentioned person to Prove
that the refusal was for some reason other
than tllat it was intended that a ehild
should live in thle riwell jag-huse.

(3) A person shall not state his i!ItC11
tinau by advertisement or otherwise not to
let a dwelling-house to any person if it
is intendled that a child shall live iii tile
dwelling-house.

Strike out all the words after "'him'' in line
31 down to and including the word ''land'' in
line 39, and substitute the following:-

Where the land was leased on the thirty-
first day of August one thousand nine
huadred and thirty-nine such record shall
shlow tile rent and the naive of the lessee
at tllat date. Where the laud was first
leased alter the thirty-first day of August
oae thousand nine hundred and thirty-nine
such record shall show thle rent when such
ld was first leased and thle name of thle

lessee at that timne.

The main alteration made to the clause as
amended here by the amendment agreed
upoa at the conference is that the landlord
or his agent shall not refuse to let a dwell-
ing-house to any person where it is likely
that children will live in the house. The
proviso added is that the court may, on the
application of any lessor, give an order for
the recovery of the premises to the lessor
if the court is satisfied that the lessee has
not taken good care of the premises or of
any of the chattels therein. The amend-
mnents are reasonably satisfactory. To a
large extent they give practically all the
protection to prospective tenants with chil-
dren that was given in the clause as amended
here. I mov-

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

BILL-LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (WAR
TIE) ELECTORAL.

Conference Managers' Report.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE [2.65]:
I beg to report that the conference man-
agers met in conference on the Bill and
reached an agreement to reinstate "non-comn-
Jnissioled" in Clauses 8a, 10 (Subelause 2)
and 15b, and agreed to accept the other
amendment made by the Council. I move--

That the report be adopted.

Question put and passed, and a message
accordingly returned to the Council.

BILL-COMPANIES.
Counei U's Message.

Message from the Council received and
lead hlotifyillg that it had agreed not to in-
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sist on its amendments, Nos. 3 and 24 but in-
sisted on its amendment No. 23 disagreed to
by the Assembly.

In Committee.

Mr. Mlarshall in the Chair; the Minister
Cor Justice in charge of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I
move-

That the Assembly no longer disagrees to
the amendment insisted on by the Council.

Question put and passed.
Resolution reported, the report adopted

and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BU.L-INCREASE OF RENT (WAR RE-
STRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received andi
read notifying that it had agreed to the
conference managers' report.

DUL-LEGISLATIVE CO-UNCIL (WAR
TIME) ELECTORAL.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it bad agreed to the con-
ference managers' report.

00 PIJMENTARY REMARKS.

THE PREMIER [3.7]: This concludes
the business for this session. I desire to
thbank you, Mir. Speaker, for the courtesy
and assistance you have extended to me
aud to all members-I think I can speak on
their behalf-not only daring this session
but during the whole life of this Parlia-
ment. This Parliament has had a very ex-
tended term and we as a people have passed
through an important phase of our history.
We have been in serious danger; in fact,
some of our citizens during the life of this
Parliament lost their lives through warfare.
This is an entirely unprecedented happen-
ing. I think it can be said, however, that
this Parliament gave a very good lead to the
p~eople of the State. There was no panic.
Instead, there was a grim determination to
face whatever trouble came with the resolu-
tion characteristic of the British race.

I have also to thank the Leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Watts), and the Leader of
the National Party (Mr. McDonald) and,
may T add, the former Leader of the Oppo-

sition (Hon. C. G. Latham) for their cour-
tesy, kindness and co-operation and for the
manner in which they assisted in the con-
duet of the business of Parliament. We can
still say, so far as concerns this Parliament,
that there has always been good feel-
ing, toleration and friendship be.
tween members of all1 Parties, not-
withstanding that perhaps they hold
strong opinions on matters of prineipile.
At aill times in the eon duct of our business
the uitmost good feeling has prevailed. To
the mnembers of my own Party I have noth-
ing but gratitude for the way in which they
have supported not only myself but all
members of tihe fovprnuient during our
term of oiee.

I hlope thle tim of danger for Australia
has passed and that the new Parliament will
meet without the shadow of war over our
country. I trust that shadow will have dis-
appeared for ever, and that ire shall be able
to turn our thoughts again in peace to the
reconstruction which is so necessary in order
that the State may be developed quickly and
reach a destiny greater than some of us im-
agine it will attain. With r-egard to the
forthcoming elections, which no doubt aire in
the back of the minds of us all, I would
remind members what a former Premier
saia when facing an election: "All I can do
is to wish you all the good luck which ono
political opponent can wish to another."
Members can take that in the spirit in which
it is meant. If I were asked-indeed, if
most members were asked-whether: they
would be pleased if all the members were
returned, they would not express dissatis-
faction if that result were obtained in the
forth coming elections.

Ji am sorry that on this occasion the mem-
ber for Boulder is not present. I tender
my congratulations to him as father of the
House. He has had a long and honourable
career in Parliament. The fact that he has
represented one constituency for the lengthy
period of 38 years is indeed evidence that
he must be held in the highest respect and
esteem by the people of his constituency.
That feeling is reflected throughout the
members of this House, no matter to which
Party they belong. I hope the member for
]Boulder will be returned to this Chamber so
that with his very ripe experience he will
he able to assist uis in the work we have
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to do in the future. I thank you, Mr.
Speaker and through you the Chairman of
Committees, officials of the House and
"Hansa.rd" and members, and everyone who
has assisted in the work you have done on
behalf of the people of the State. Before
the next Parliament has gone through its
course I hope that times of peace will be
with us again.

MR. WATTS (Katanning): I join with
the Premier in his thanks to you, Sir, to the
clerks, to "Hansard" and to the other mem-
bers of the House staff for the kindness
and consideration displayed during this ses-
sion and, as I think it can accurately be
said, hitherto. We all appreciate what baa
been done for us and more especially the
way in which it has been done. As far as
the political situation is concerned, I can
subscribe very substantially to the remarks
made by the Premier. I trust that we will
have a fair battle and, as they say in cricket
circles, the best team will win. I wish to
thank the Premier, too, for the very kindly
way in which he has dealt with matters that
I have had to discuss with him during the
last 12 months, and to assure him that we
all appreciate the reciprocity he displays,
as far as he can in the limitation of politics,
in regard to the matters -with which we
jointly deal. I also thank the Leader of the
National Party for the assistance he has
rendered me, particularly in the early days
when I undertook the duties I am noW
carrying out,

I also wish to express my wholehearted
appreciation of my colleagues who sit with
me on these benches. They have extended
to me in the U2 months that I have occupied
this position-it was 12 months ago on the
8th October last year that I commenced to
carry out these duties-their wholehearted
support and co-operation which, I can as-
sure them and the House, I have greatly
appreciated. After the election we shall
have to do our best in the interests of the
State on whichever side of the House we
may he. I feel sure that the great majority
of members will want to do that. Some of
us on occasions gain the impression that
things might be better done than they are.
I am in this instance referring to the condi-
tions of Parliamentary control as a whole.
But if we carefully study the situation I
think it will be found that the Western Aus-

tralian State Parliament is one which stands
high for the dignity and reasonableness of
its behaviour and its methods.

I do not think we could find a better
Parliament in Australia. I trust that that
state of affairs will continue and that if we
can improve it we shall do our utmost to
achieve that end, because, no matter how
good a thing may be, most of us will agree
that it can be improved. We should all
subscribe to that view. I reiterate my thanks
to you, Mr. Speaker, and to the staff, and
those I have mentioned and for the courtesy
I have received from the opposite side dur-
ing the last 12 months.

MR. McDONALD (West Perth): I would
like, on behalf of myself and my Party, to
join with the Premier and the Leader of
the Opposition in the tribute that has been
paid to you, Mr. Speaker, for the distinction
with which you have occupied your high
office during this Parliament. We have
deeply appreciated your courtesy, your im-
partiality and your help. I also extend
our appreciation to the Chairman of Com-
mittees and the Deputy Chairmen for their
expeditious despatch of business, although
our Chairman of Committees, like General
Montgomery's Eighth Army, goes with a
great speed. To the officers and staff of thi,;
House I extend thanks for the assistance
they so ably and willingly placed at our
disposal. I also wish to extend our appreci-
ation to the "Hansard" staff for the work
its members have done-often under not in-
considerable difficulties-and have carried
out so efficiently. I desire to express to the
Premier and his colleagues, and to the menm-
hers of his Party, all the good wishes that
can be extended to them with the reserva-
tions and qualifications that may be proper
because of the elections so soon pending.

The Premier is a difficult political antago-
nist; it is so hard to get angty with him.
I also extend to the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and his colleagues my appreciation
mid that of the members of my Party for
the co-operation, help and kindness they
have always extended to us, and to my own
colleagues for their indulgence and the
atdvice which they have always placed at my
disposal. We can feel that this Parliament
has, in general, always shown that spirit
of tolerance which is the real foundation of
liberty. T have felt during my period here
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that, in that respect as well as in others,
but in that one in particular, it -has been
ani example of a democratic institution
working responsibly and in the way it should.
1 thank you, Mr. Speaker, once again and
extend to you my good wishes.

MR. SPEAKER: On behalf of the Chair-
men of Committees and officers of the House
and the staff generally, and "Hansard," I
thank the Premier, the Lender of the Oppo-
sition and the Leader of the National Party
for their kindly remarks. I also personally
thank them for the great assistance they
have been to me during my term of office.
As distinct from previous sessions members
will not this time be able to rest on their
labours for the next week or two. I can see
quite a busy time ahead of them. As to the
members who are away with the Fighting
Forces, may we extend to them the hope that
they will return safe and sound. All mem-

hers will agree with me when I say how
proud we are of our Assistant Clerk of
Records, Mr. Bartlett, who has now com-
pleted 60 operational flights over Europe
and has been awarded the D.F.M. We are
most proud of him! I thank members also
for their kindness and generosity to me
since I have occupied this position. They
have been most generous in overlooking any
little faults I may have displayed while
occupying the position of Speaker. As one
member to another, the best I can wish you
all is a safe return to this House af ter the
20th November.

ADJOURNMTNT-SPECIAL.
THE PREMER: I move--
That the Rouse at its rising adjourn till

the 80th October.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 3.20 a.m. (Saturday).-

[By Proclamation published in the "Government Gazette" of the 29th October,
1943, the Legislative Council was prorogued until further Proclamation and the
Legislative Assembly until and inclu ding the 13th day of December, 1943.]
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