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The CHIEF SECRETARY:- It is desir-
able that Mr. Harris's suggestion should he
adopted and to give members an opportun-
ity to consider the amendment I shall ask
you, Sir, to report progress.

Progress reported.

BILIr-TREASURY BILLS

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

ElLI-TRANsFRz oF LAND ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Report of Committee adopted.

House adjourned at 5.7 pats.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. Panton)
took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read
prayers.

OBITUARY-R. C. 0. MALEY',
M.L.A.

Letter in Reply-

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I have the
following letter, addressed to the Speaker-

Will you please accept and kindly convey
to membhers our very deep gratitude for the ex-
pression of sympathy conveyed irk the terms of
the resolution passed on the death of our
brother, 'Mr. C. C. Maley. I thank you on be-
half of his relatives. Yours sincerely, H,. K
Maley. October 20th, 1929.

ASSENT TO BILL S
Message from the Governor received and

read notifying assent to the undermentioned
Bils-

1, Easter Day.

2, Supply (No. 2) £1,210,000.

QUESTION-RAILWAY, BROAD
GAUGE.

Kalgoorlie-Perts Survey.

Mr. GRIFFITHS asked tile Minister for
Works-I, Has the Engineer-in- Chief con-
cluded his examination of the alternative
projected broad gauge railway route fol-
lowing approximately the route of the sug-
gested Yarramony line through to Toodyay,
and the Avon Valley to Midland Junction?
2, If so, can the 'Minister inform the House
whether a cheaper line and better grading
can he obtained than on the old suggested
route? 3, Has the Engineer-in-Chief's re-
port been handed to the Commonwealth
Government?

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2, It is not clear as to 'what is
meant by the words "old suggested route."
31, Yes.

LEAVE or ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ab-
sence for two weeks ranted to Mr. Lutey
(Brownhill-Ivanhoe) on the ground of ill-
health.

BILL-TREASURY BILLS

Message.

Message fromt the Governor received nd(
read, recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Tirdi Reaeding.

Read a third time and transmnitted to the
('onneil.

BILLr-CRMNAL CODE AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

Debate resumed fromn the 16th October.

'MR. MANN (Perthi-in 'reply) [4.36]1
I think there is a genuine feeling amiongst
mtrnmers generally that a Bill of this kind
is necessary; it is just a qunestion whether
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the Bill has. been drafted to meet what
members think is required. Every member
will agree that a manl who is mentally de-
ficient, whether to a larger or a lesser
degree, should not suffer the extreme pen-
alty of the law for a crime. It becomes a
question, therefore, of the bes.t means or
ascertaining whether such a person is men-
tally deficient,eand to what degree. In the
Bill I have provided that after the trial
the judge should suspend sentence and have
the accused person examined. But there
appeaNd to be amongst memtliers a feeling
that the exanmination should take place at

soeearlier stage. I have looked up all
the authorities I can find, and hare inquired
into similar Bills that are operating in other
parts of the world, and I find that the exam-
ination takes place immediately the ac-
cused is indicted and sent for trial. So
when the Bill is taken into Committee I
will move the deletion of that provision
ipn the Bill with a view to inserting another,
prescribing that the accused person inrme-
diately he is committed for trial shall be
subjected to examination to ascertain his
mental Condition, id the report of the
board shall hr filed] in the court and made
available to the judge aind the c ounsel on
either side. A law of that kind is operat-
ing in several States of Amnerica and iii
England to-day. So it is not new legisla-
tion, but legislation that is successfully oper-
ating in other parts of the world.

The Premier: Do you say it is operating
in many places in other tpar'- of the world?

Mr. MAN'N: "It is operating in seve-
ral States of America, and in England.
In England it is operating in respect of
every crimec, !ot only capital offences, but
all indictable offeners. The Implerial Act
is an amnendmnent of the Act oif 1913. rnder
it in all irndietible offenees the accused
person is submitted to examination by a
hoard with the object of ascertaining his
mental condition. If the board finds; the,
aeuced is mentally deficient to a large de-
gree, he is not tried at all, but is sent to
a home for mental deficients, nd there
he practically ends his, day. He does not
have opportunity to commit a similar crime
again, but is sent to a place where the best
use is made of his labour, and where he
is seg-rezated from the rest of the world.

The Premier: That would be if his con-
dition were very had.

Mr. MNANX: Yet.. The English Act
defines mental deficiency in four degrees,
idiocy, imbecility, a person who must
he guarded for his owp interest, and a per-
son who M~ust he guarded for the protec-
tion opf the public. Such persona are sent
to a place where they are properly looked
after. We have no such place here, but may
Bill provide.; that such a person shall be
treated ais if he were insane, end be sent to
an institution for the insane. Until we
have a spieciat place for mental deficients,
that appears to me to be the only course
open to its. If a person is mentally de-
licient and so not fully responsible for his

acioshi life should not be taken, but
he should be se-nt to a place and treated as
tluwtgh nec 'nsane. I do not think there

ar ily other. points to which I need reply.

QuestioR lpllt -and passed.

Bill read a seond timle.

BILL-CREMATION.

Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resump-
tion o[ the debate from the 16th October.

Question put and passed.

Bill rend a s'econd time.

In Committee.

.ir. Lailx'rt in the Chair; Mr. North
in charge of the Bill.

Chm oes 1 and 2-agreed to.

Clause 3- (Cremation without license pro-
hiibitedl:

Mr. LATHAM: Will this prevent Hindus
fromi carry ing out their religious ritesI They
could not use ai cremiatorium because of their
principles. I hope this clause will not be
paseed until We Make provision for their
exempltion fromn the operations of the Act.

Mr. North: They w~ill certainly be in-
cluded unless some amendment is moved.

Mr. LATHAMt: I think we should pro-
vide that Asintics may be permitted to carry
out their religious rites irrespective of this
clause.

Mr. 'NORITH: The Bill should be made
to apply to everyone. The member for
York is somewhat vague about his sugges-
tion, and the termi "religious rites" is too
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wide. Arrangements could bc made to deal
with Asiatics.

Hon. W,. D. JOH-NSON: I think Clause
4 covers the situation. No one should have
the right to cremate a body without the
knowledge of the authorities, These religious
bodies could apply for a license should the
occasion arise.

The PREMIIER:- I do not think the mat-
ter is covered by Clause 4. Asiatic races
have no crematorium of their own, nor
would they establish one. They merely con-
duct these ceremonies somewhere in the bush
with the aid of a pile of wood. Such a
place could not be defined as a crematorium
under the Bill. We ought to consider the
religious feelings, of these races. Perhaps
the clause could he postponed so that a
suitable amendment might be prepared. The
hon. member might arrange for the neces-
sary amendment to be inserted in another
place. On that understanding we could
pass the clause.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 4-ssue of license:

The PREMIER: Does this mean that a
crematorium might be established anywhere
and be conducted by any person who secures
authorityl

Mr. North: Yes, and not necessarily in a
cemetery,

The PREMEIER: Then it would he pos-
sible for quite a number of crematoria to
be established.

Mr. Kenneally: rUnder tis clause it could
be one of our chief industries.

The PREMIER: If they were conducted
in the same way that funerals are conducted
now they should be very profitable. I have
long thought that the whole question of
disposing of bodies by this method or by
ordinary burial ought to be under muii-
pal control.

Mr. Latham: As it is in England.
The PEMIAER: Yes, and in other parts

of the world.
M1r. Marshall:- The municipal bodies there

are elected on an adult franchise.
The P'REMIER: It does not nriatter how

they are elected. They could be trusted to
conduct funerals in a proper wayv and ait
an economical cost. Few people will dis-
pute the fact that the charges to-day are
very high.

Thp CHAIRMAN: T think the Premier
ist nut of order in diseussinz that question.

The PREMIER: No; I am trying to
show that if excessive celarges are made to-
day for the conduct of funerals, and crema-
termn are in the hands or pnivatc people,
probably the charges which the latter
impose will be juq.t :1n 'ceq v as nrIr im-
posed to-day for ordinary hurials. One cre-
matorium shoula he sufficient, and this
sihwild he under the eintiol of the mnuni-
ei palires;.

K.North: There i% only one in each
of the other States.

The PREIER : I suppose theyv arc
privately oind.

Mr. North: They' are conducted by the
trustees of the vecmetery.

The PREMIER: And these tvuistec,- naki'
the charges, I presume.

Mr. North: Yes. That is what we want
to do hers.

The P13EMIEER : Thero is, no g-Uarantee
that this will he done, It would be better
that the trustees of the cemetery should be
the sole body to control the matter and

armfe'the fees. They would he amenable
tpublic opinion in the matter of charges.

Under this clause if the Governor in Coun-
cil saw ft. lho ca l' crant ai wrnitanbvr of

i's"to any n~ne If pel.The
business could get into the bands of private
individuals unless the trustees of the ceme-
tery were to make application for a license,
and unless the Governor were to grant it
to them, and thereafter refuse to grant any
other license.

Mr,. Tntham: That is what should hap-
pen.

The PREIER:- Yes, flare we any
mmarnntep thalt the, Grovernors in Council in
the future would refuse to grant a license
to private persons? I should like to see
this clause Amended. It is not desirable that
we should hnve a number of private persons
eonduictinv r remnatorin in different parts of
the State, The work should he carried out
I1'v tl'- municipality. To-day it is; very costly,
,.sneckilv for poor people4. and the eharnes
are altogether disproportionate to the work
done ad the exense involved.

Fln* G. Tqvlor: Do vou mean to nut the
xvhn'e control under ai municipalityv?

The PIREtTERo -'Fe-. as it ig in other
parts of the world. In Ea~rland for many
Tenerptions, that h1as been the practice. In
Victoria, many years avo when the competi-
tion amongst people who conducted funerals
was very keen, they would look down the

1113



1114 I[ASSEM&BLY.]

iL'L of deaths inl the morning paper, note the
rattdresscs of the relatives, and bombard themu
with cards and canvassers looking for the
business. An inquiry was made in that State
and the total costs, involved were disclosed.
it was found that the charges were enorm-
O'au, en'm11pared with the actual cost. These
viiarges consa~titute it real burden upon many
ioor people who have to meet thema. The

biusiness, is; one which should be conducted
hrv rmnicipalities or local governing bodies.

Mr. 2tqinn: In this State by the cemetery
hoard.

The PRE I.ER: Yes, buit we cannot af-
fect that position uinder this Bill. Now that
we are dealing with another method of dis-
posing of bodies we ought to set uf) this new
principle.

Mr. Marshall: What principle?
The PREMIER: The principle of elim-

inating private enterprise f rom this work.
It should he carried out by the trustees of the
eemetery and in the cemetery only.

Mr. Kenneally: There would -till be the
funeral expenises

The PREMBIER: Yes. There will cer-
taniy he the expense of conveying tie body
to the remetery and the additional CXJ3CJsCe
of erenatn it.

Mr. North: fn place of a charge for
burial.

Tha P~REMIlV, We Jo not know how
that would compare with the charge for

Mr. NORTH: Adverting to the Premier's
inarks-after the Bill had been drafted I
made inquiries, as the result of which I
learnt that local finins are by no means an-
xious to establish erematoria of their own.
I have before me now a small amendment to
one of the regulations under the measure,
by whichi the trustees of cemetery boards
will be empoxvceed to erect cremiatoria, I re-
fvp to a regulation under Clause 4; the ad-
dition of two or three words would suffice.
Even if the clausem gives, slightly more power
than is. nevessary to authorise cemetery trus-
tees to erect cremiatoria, I think years would
elaj~se hefozc at private firm. would desire to
erect a cremnatoriumn. In New South Wales
there is only one crematorium, which disposes
of not more than eie'hty or a hundred bodies
annually. If the Committee desire to limit
the clause, that can be done without the B~ill
being~ affeled. As to the cost involved, I
understand that the undertaker woulal deal
as he deals itow, merely substituting inein-

eration for burial. If the work were done
by cemetery boards, probably the cost of dis-
posing- of a body would he cheapened in-
stead ot heing increased. I ask that the
elause he carried. [f, onl the other hand, the
Committee are against the clause, I shall
be glad to move that progress be reported.

Mr. KENFALTX: The proposed re-
strietion should be ins-erted in this clause. To
carry the clause as printed wouild mean
throwing upon thle Governor-in-Council the
undesirable onus of discriminating between
various iDQople. Any person complying with
the conditions, of the ineaqure is as much en-
titled to authorisation for the erection of a.
crematorium as is anly oter person. The
dlefiiiitioni claus;e should dlefine "'preseribed
aiuthority" as cemietery boards within the-
State. In the present clause we igh-t au-
thorise the Governor-in-Council to ffrant per-
mnission to ".any lpresc)-bcd authority," in-
stead of to 'any person."1 I do not wish the
power to be restricted to the trustees of the
Rarrak-attn Cemetery Board. While support-
ing- the Bill generally, I cannot support
Clause 4 as printed.

The PREM ~IER: I move an amendment-
That in Subelp nse 1 "any person" h e struck

out, and ''the trustees or controlliug body of
any cemetery'' inserted in lieu.

Aimendmnent put and passed.

The PREMIER: Does tha~t amendment
call for consequential amendments in the
succeeding subel auses?

Mr. North: If consequential, the amend-
ments -will be made automatically.

Thle PREMIER: The amendment merely
meoans that the trustees of cemeteries must
comply with all the conditions it was pro-
posed private persons should comply with.

The MIONISTER FOR MINES: With re-
ference to Subelause 3, it is to be noted that
the people applying might be asking for
atborisation for themselves.

Mr. -NORTH: In view of the amend-
ment which has just been passed, Siere
would be no harm in deleting Suhelause 3.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: If the clause
provides 'that the trustees or board of a
eemetery shall reeeive a license to conduct
a crematorium, surely that is all that is
needed. The remaining wvords are unneces-
sary. I move anl amiendment-

That in Suliclause I th- words "'already
eStabliShed Or to be thereafter established'' be4
struck oit.

,A
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M1r. LATHAiM: I hope the amendment
will not be carried, because it may happen
that some cemetery board remote from the
metropolitan area would not be alive to Par-
liament's desire that this work be carried
out in a proper manner.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: My desire IS
merely to terminate Suhelause 1 with tho
wvord "crematorim"

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. LATHAM1: I move an amendment-
That Suhelause 3 be struck out.

The stibelause is now unnecessary.
The Premier: That is really a consequen-

tial amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 5, 6, 7-agreed to.

Clause 8-Provision as to medical certifi-
cates in cases in -which death occurred out-
side the State:

Mr. IiATHTAM: This clause provides for
the cremation of bodies brought into West-
ern Australia from outside the State. What
is its intention?

Mr. NORTH: The clause provides for
the rare ease where the body of a person
who has died outside this State is brought
here for burial. In that case we want to
recognise medical authorities outside the
State. The clause applies our conditions in
that respect, as nearly as may be, to deathis
that have occurred outside our borders.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 9-agreed to.

Clause 10-Cremation not permitted if
objected to by husband, widow, or nest of
kin, unless directed by will or other writing
signed by deceased:

Mr. SAMPSON. The clause provides that
a child of 14 years of age may object to
the cremation of a body. The member for
Claremont should consider the advisability
of increasing the age to 18 years. Sentiment
enters into this matter, and I doubt whether
a child of 14 would be old enough to arrive
at a balanced decision. Such a child would
be easily influenced.

MVr. North: If. you think the age should
be increased, I will raise no objection.

Mr. Latham: I think the age should re-
main at 14.

MUr. SAMtPSON: A child of such tender
years might he influenced against trematon
by very slender arguments. I move ain
amendment-

That in line 6 of Subelause 1, ''fourteen'' bu
struck out, and 'eighteen"' inserted in lien.

,)r. LATHAM): I hope the Committee
will not agree to the amendmnent. If the
e.xecutor should decide that a body of a
man should be cremated, surely the latterd
child of 14 years of age should have the
right of appeal against that decision. We
should respect the feelings of people. We
know that 14 is an impressionable age aind
we should have somue regard for the feelings
of such children. In this State there are
many young people of 15 or 16 years of
age who have quite as sound views on ques-
tions as have children of 18 years of age.
Perhaps there may he an only child, and
surely its wishes should he respected when
it comes to the disposal of the parent's body

Mr. SAMPSON: There is a. very dreadful
singgestion contained in the remarks of the
member for Vork, because if there is any-
thing more distressing than the burial of a
lw1-e-l on" in o cnoterv. T do not know
what if may he. Mfonth after month the
body lies mnouldering in the grave and turni-
ing into clay. If any thought is given to
tiin atter, it must be Tregared as; rcplsivr.
Tn the interests of all concerned, it is jird
wise to give such a power to a child so
yoting as 14 years of age.

Mr. TCENYEALLY: If wn agree to the
clause as it stands, it is quite possible thant
the wishes of a wvidow to have the body of
her husband cremated, may lie frustrated by
a child 14 years of age.

Mr. Latbam: But the child would not he
the next of kin if the mother were living.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The proviso mnakes
it clear. I do not think it desirable to creale
such a position a-, I have indicated. Pf
should not hp niade possible for a child of
14 to possess such power, sesing that such .i
child could easily lie influenced hy others.

M1r. NORTH:L I have no objection to th,
amendment. T think it is so much casuistr v
to argue on the question whether the agle
should be 14 or 18.

)fr. MARSflALL: It is all very wall to
talk about persons, .14 years of age havinig
this power. The Committee should rem em-
ber that in this climate girls who are 14
years of age are practically women. Sonic
members who have spoken have not suffered

ill.-)
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the luss of one near and dear to them; If
have done so. I am prepared to give a girl
of 14 the right to object to the cremation of
her parent. I have been through the mill,
and know what are the feelings of a he-
reaved parent. If any individual had sug-
gested taking the body of my boy, who Wai
killed in this city, and burning it, he would
never have taken the body while I was alive.
On the other hand, a stepmother might say
that the authorities could burn the body of
a child or do anything they liked with it
I think the clause as it stands is perfectly
correct.

Air. LATHAM: I am sure the member
for East Perth has not read the clause, or
he 'would not have expressed the opinions hte
did regarding the effect of it. No child of
such an age would hecome the next of kin,
if either the widow or widower were alive.
As to the remarks of the member for S-wi,
that hon. member evidently does not know
quite a lot about the feelings of people. If
he did, he would not have made use of suth
expressions as he did to-day. I do not sa
that it is beneficial to the mind, hut the faa&
remains that a visitor to a cemetery on Sun-
day afternoons will see many people taking
a delight in wandering about amongst the
resting places of their relatives or friends.
'Whatever we do here, we should respect the
feelings of such people. A child of 15 or
16 years of age is worthy of the same con-
sideration as another aged 18 years. I am
sorry the member for Claremont agreed to
the amendment, He gave a lot of thoughbt
to the Hill, and it was because of that thst
I did not discuss it at the second reading
stage. To say the least of it, I am keenly
disappointed that the member for Clare-
mont is now prepared to brush aside the
feelings of those most likely to be impressed
by the death of a parent or relativv. I can
imagine the feelings of a child at a crema-
torium, watching what happens there.

Mr. Teesdale: If it is news to you, no
one sees what happens there, except the
custodian.

Mr. LATHAM: That is news to me be-
cause I attended a crematioin and the whomle
of thet people interested -stood around. We
wntehed the whole of the process.

Mr. Corhoy: Surely that was most un-
usual!

.%r. IATHAMT: I am in favour of crema-
tion if it i-; desired by those affected, but
I will not force vremnation upon anyone. I

hope hon. members will not he led astray by
the remarks of the member for East Perth.
One member said I had not read the clause,
or at all events I did, not understand it. I
hope I have made it perfectly clear that I
do understand it. Certainly the clause does
not propOse to give a child 14 years of age
authority to override its parents. I hope
the amendment will not be agreed to.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: 1 move-

That progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The language used
in the clause would make the first reference
to the next of kin, whether 14 years or
under, and then the governing provision re-
garding the 14 years applies only to the
concluding portion of the clause. Therefore,
under the first portion, the next of kin under
14 yenrs of age could still object.

The Premier: There seems to he a duph.-
cation of those words "next of kin."

Mr. Latham: Yes, there is one "next of
kin" too many.

Mfr. North: I think the words are re-
dundant.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The amendment be-
fore the Chair has to do with the pro-
scribed age. For the moment I propose to
support the age of 14 years, with a view
later to striking out the redundancy in the
clause.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The amendment is to
strike out "fourteen" and insert "Ieighteen,"
hut we seem to have gone nll around th,,
question and brought in other issues. The
question is whether we think 14 years old
enough.

Mr. Kenneally: If only a child is left ae
next of kin, 14 years is not ton young.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: What is confusing
membhers is the repetition of the words "next
of kin." Possibly the repetition relates to)

next of kin of second or third degree. I do
not know whether we should not consider the
feelings of the child of 14 years of age.

Mr .%Marshall: There ics every justilation
for doing so.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am inclined to sup-
port 14 years of age.

Mr. N ORTH: Actually there are two
questions before uts, and I ask the member
for Swvan temporarily to withdraw his
amendment so ats to allow us to strike out
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the 'words "or 'one'of the next ofki"
which are redundant.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. NORTH: I move an amendment-
That in line 5 the words "or one of the

next ofki" be struck out.
The Premier: Those words are quite un-

necessary.
Amendment put and passed.
Mr, SAMPSON: I move an amaendment-
That in line Ii the word ''fourteen'' be struck

out, andI "'eighteen'' inserted in lieu.
There is a very wide range of persons to
be considered, the husband, the widow, or
any persn next of kin, subject to that per-
son being a certain age, which I con-
tend should be 18 years.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause, as previously amended, agreed to.
Clauses 11 to 18--agrced to.
Clause 14-Transfer of license:
The PREMIER: This and the next clause

ought to go out, consequentially upon tha
first amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: It will be better if
I put the clauses and members negative
them

Clause put and negatived.
Clause 15--negatived.
Clause 16-Regulations:
The PREMIER: I move an amendment-
That paragraph (b) be struck out.

Amendment put and passed; the clause
as. amended, agreed to.

Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILL-UNIVERSITY oF WESTERN
AUSTRALIA ACT AMENIDMENT.

Returned from the Council with an
amendment.

BILL-ALSATIAN DOG.
Post ponement.

Order of the Day read for the resump-
-tin from the 16th October of the debate
on the second reading.

Mr. WILSON: I move-
Th-it this order be postponed.

Ron. G. TAYLOR:. There is, a ilesire i.0
the country that a Bill of this kind should
become law and,.if the debate be adjourned,
I am fearful that we shall not be able to
deal with the measure again until Wednes-
day next. The session is advancing, to.
The Minister for Works had the adjourn-
ment of the debate and should be in a posi-
tion to continue it. I oppose the postpone-
meat.

Mr. LINDSAY: I have no objection to
the postponement. The Minister for Works
discussed the matter with me yesterday and
he desires postponement for a week. The
secretary of the Alsatian Dog Club rang
me to-day and, as he wishes to circularise
members, I told him I understood the Bill
would be postponed. If it be not post-
poned, I am afraid I should be acting con-
trary to a promise made to him. At the
same time, I hope the postponement will
not militate against the Bill being passed
this session.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The hon.
member cannot discuss that.

Hon. G-. Taylor: Had I known that, I
would not have offered any objection.

Mr. MAR SHALL: The member for Tood-
yay finds himself in an awkward position,
and while I am not so conspicuous in the
picture as he is, I have something to say
on the matter. If the bon. member is con-
vinced that there will still be ample oppor-
tunity to discuss the Bill-

The DEPUTY SPEARER: I have al-
lowed the member for Toodyny, who is re-
sponsible for the Bill, to explain his atti-
tude. Apart from that, there can be no
discussion on the motion for postponement.

Motion put and passed.

BILL-INTERPRETATION ACT
AMENDMENT

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Ilon. P. Collier-
Boulder) [5.50] in moving the second read-
ing said: This is a small Bill which it hasi
been found necessary to introduce in the
interests of economy and efficiency of ad-
ministration in some of the departments.
It is required to meet a technical difficulty,
confronting the record and accounts offices
in the Government service. Certain Acts
of Parliament became law before modern
methods of bookkeeping were in existence.
Those Acts refer to books, but such things

I.A.7
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as taunt-t 14er, oar&, te., am nol
boo6ks within the meaning -of the lit.

Mr. Corboy: That !3eins a rather maro,
interprdtttion.

The PREETEK: I am -teferring to 6d
Acts, some of them passed 30 years ago,
'whieA set out that certain books and regis;-
tens must be kept and certain entries made.
Now that more up to date methods are in
vogue% we are not permitted to adopt themn
because they do not come under the inter-
pretation of books.

Mr. Corboy: One can understand how
lawyers get a living.

The PREMIER: It must be unique to
have to briag down an amendment of thf-
Interpretation. Aot in oder that we might
alter our method of keeping books.

Mr. Corboy: To introduce a loose-leaf
1cabinet

The PREMLIER: We cannot change over
to a loose-leaf cabinet unless we pass this
amending Bill. It is proposed that any
modern system may be -sed provided it
is approved by the Governor in Council,
and such method or system shali be deemed
to be a book for audit and other purposes.
The departments chiefly concerned are the
Treasury and the Supreme Court and, as
4 have explained, modern methods of keep-
ing records cannot be adopted unless an
amendment is made to the Act. The Bills
of Sale Act of 1899 provides that a regis-
ter hook shall be kept and actually shows
how it is to be kent.

Mr. Corboy: That applies to two or three
other Acts.

The 11REMIER: Yes. An immense
amount of time is wasted at the Supreme
Court by searchers having to search through
regisiters instead of being- able to obtain the
required information by ip to date methods.
Often it is IneeP-sary to ,earch far hack
throdigh the registers. There is also consider-
able risk of niissing the narne required -when
searching through registers. If a modern
systemn were adopted, searchers would be able
to find the item immediately and without
any risk of mi,,singr the required name. A
similar sys tem is giving every satisfaction ii'
the Titles Office, and it is necevsary that we
-hoall have power to adopt in other depart-
ine'nfs the methods considered to be the
best, without being bound hy the terms. em-
bodied in Act-; passed thirty years ags.
Tliat isi the 9ole purTpose of this Bill. It will
v-nie as a surprise to) mosti members to learn

tbat it is iecessary -to bring down an amend-
ment of the Interpretation Act before we *aht
change over our methods of keeping hooks.
I move-

'That the Bill he not read a stand timt

On motion by Hoe. G. Taylor, debate ad-

BILL-IcONSmNG AVT? CMDTIT

Second Reading.

THE fLSXTER (Hon. P. Collier-
Boulder) 15.553 in moving the second read-
ing said: Section 21 of the Licensing Act
1911, as amended, provides that licensing
courts shall. be constituted and the Governor
shall appoint three psrsons as licensing mars
trates. Sub-section 4 stipulates that such
magistrates shall hold office fur three years,
and be eligible for re-appointment. The pro-
visions of that section we-e acted npon in
August, 1923. Section 81 provides for the
constitution of the Licenses Reduction
Board, and Section 83 sets forth that the
licensing magistrates under Section 21 shall.
constitute such board. By the Act of 11128,
Part V.. the work of the Licenses Reduction
Board was continued to December, 1930.
Members will recollect that it was to have
expired last year, and we passed an amend-
meat to contiune it for another two years.
The main portion of the licenses reduction
work has been practically concluded. It was
overlooked that the three years appoint-
ment of the Licenses Reduction Board ex-
pired in July last. It was purely an over-
sight that was not discovered until a fort-
night later.

Hon. G. Taylor: The board continued to
operate?

The PREMIER: I do not think they did
mucwh work, but the Government had to de-
cide upon making re-appointments. We de-
cided to re-appoint the members for six
months instead of for three years, as pro-
vided in the Act. There was a possibility,
of amending legislation being introduced this
session that might have affected their con-
tinu nee in office as provided in the Act,
If we had decided to introduce an amend-
ment of the Act during the present session,
it was not desirable that we should be bound
to a three-years' appointment of the board,
and in order to give us a free hand, we re-
appointed the board for six months only.
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Hon. 0. Taylor: L-ou did not have power
to (10 that.

The PREMIER: Quite so; we exceeded
Gin, powers. under the Act, anil this Bill. is
designed to validate the action of the Gov-
erment in making the appointment for six
months only. It is not proposed to continue
to make appointments every half-year, but
the whole position will be detinitely reviewed
before the expiration of the six months
period, which started in August.

H~on. 0. Taylor: Has much business been
transacted since August?

The PREMIER: No.
Ron. G. Taylor: I mean business ofa

serious nature.
The PREMIER: I 'believe that. only the

usual business has been transacted, nothing
mnoire than would have been done if the ap.
pointmnents hod been in order. Inasmnuch as
this Bill has been found necessary, we are
taking the opportunity to amend Section 46
of the principal Act, which provides that no
license is required for an occupier of a vine-
yard of not less than 5 acres of vines in full
bearing selling on the vineyard, in quanti-
ties, not less than one-quart bottle at one
time, -wine manufactured by such person.
Ever since the Act was passed those who are
engaged in vinegrowing, and] wine making
have sought this amendment, I think it is
agreed upon by all that it is really necessary.
The proposed amendment is to enable
vignerons. to sell spirit in boud without a
license to vignerons in a similar position.
At present they cannot do this.

Hon. G. Taylor: What quantity can they
sell now!

The PREMIER: Over five gallons. All
vignerons are not in a position to obtain
large quantities of spirits at a cheaper rate
than they can obtain them on the retail mar-
ket. It is desirable that they should be able
to deal between themselves in the spirit that
is required for fortifying their wines, and
that they should be able to get it from one
another. It is a very small amendment, and
has been approved by those who hare been
engaged in the business ever since the Act
was passed. There is no opposition to it
that I know of from any other quarter. We
are taking advantage of the fact that we
were introducing- an amendment to the prin-
cipal Act to make this provision, in order
to meet the desires of those 'who arc engaged
in winemaking. I move--

That the Bill he Row read a secondl time.

140]

On motion by Hon. G. Taylor, debate ad-
joiiined.

BILL,-MENTAL DEFICIENCY.
IN Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; 'Mr.
Lanibert in the Chair; the 'Minister for
Health in charge of the Bill.

Clause 26--Duration of detention uinder
order:

Mr. LATHAM:1 I do not think this clause
wvill ever he put into operation. It will prob-
ably lie found that very few operations of
this kind have ever beeni performed. In my
opinion we arc! not givinig enough cons.idera-
tion to this class of legislation.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 27 and 28--agreed to.

Clause 29--Power to recOver expenses:

Mr. S LEEMAN: I move an amendment-

That Subelause I be amended by the addition
of th9 following wrs-'Provided that an
order shall not be mnade agignst ainy married
person except in respect of such income as he
or slwc may be in receipt of exceeding the basic
wage."r

This legislation is similar to the Lunacy Act
in that it will deal with mentally affected
persons. The Lunacy Department chases and
harasses people from one end of the State
to the other in order to get certain charges
out oC them for the maintenance of their
relatives in the Claremont Asylum. A man
who is in receipt of the basic wage, or even
of an income considerably in excess of that
wrage, who has a mentally deficient child that
is in the care of the Government, cannot
possibly afford to pay the fees that are
oharged against him. These charges go on
fromn year to year. In the interests of the
people concerned the State should bear the
cost. If it is not intended to ask people to
pay, it will he no hardship upon tile depart-
meat to say sto in the Bill. A man with a
large family may be receiving considerably
more than the basic wage, but imay find this
legislation will press very hardly upon him.
We cannot, however, provide for everybodyr,
and my object is to provide for those -who
are on or near the basic wage.

The -MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I can
see no necessity for the amendment. A.
married maon may ha% e only his wife to keen.
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She may be mentally defective and have to
be placed in an institution. It is reasonable
that he should have to pay something
towards her maintenance. If the Bill does
not become law, he will still have to keep his
wife, and if it does become law hie will be
asked to pay only some proportion of the
cost of maintenance. The authorities must
have discretionary power in this matter, If
the amendment is carried it will be a direr-
tion to the departmental offliers to comn-
mandeer from a man everything that L.
earns above the basic wage. A man may
have seven children and he earning l0s.
above the basic wage. If one of these child-
ren is mentally defective and has to ;W
placed in an institution, the amendment Ivi;
be en inducement to the department to take
that 10s. a week. It is possible that some
people have been harassed to pay certain
charges for the maintenance of their rela -
lives. If such a! person were found to be a
pensioner, he would naturally be left alone.
No one can say he has not received reason-
able treatmnent in State institutions., People
have complained that the Lunacy Depan-
meat have compelled them to pay so much
a week. I have investigated various com-
plaints. Never have I had a genuine casie
which has not been afforded relief. Other
cases have not been genuine. I know of
one man who was earning £9 a week and
who complained bitterly that he was asked
to contribute £2 2s. a week for the mainten-
ance of his wife. Every ease must be treatei
on its merits. M1any persons are now being
supported by their parents who can ill
afford it, but if the Bill is passed no charge
will be made upon them.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister bas quotedt
extreme cases that are not very likely to
occur. If a man oim the basic wage has a
mentally deficient child, he cannot possibly
afford to pay for its maintenance year after
year-

The Premier: He would have to do so if
the child ware kept at home.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, but be would not
pay as much as he would have to pay under
the Bill. The charge for keeping the child
in an institution might be at least £1 a week.

Hon. G. Taylor: Ad the Government
allow only 9s. a week

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

?&. SLEEMAK: We do not know what
the sum to be contributed under this elan.e
may be. The Lunacy Department, for treat-
ment at Point Heatheote, have demanded
large sums of poor people; as much as
£3 10s. per week has been demanded of
the wife of a p~atieflt whose estate did not
exceed £C400 in value, Last year a Bill was
introdluced to give the Lunacy Department
more power to harass, as I term it, the rela-
tives of patients at Claremont. The same
thing will occur under the clause unless it
is amended: people on the bread line will
be chased for contributions in respect of
children unfortunate enough to become sub-
ject to this measure. The Crown Solicitor
advises that the persons responsible for pay-
mneat are father, mother, stepfather, step-
mother, uncle or aunt.

Mr. Lath aim: "Unacle or aunt" surely is
stretching things a bit.

Mr. SLEEAN: Under the clause an
aunt on the basic wage may be required to
contribute towards the keep of a mentally
deficient child; and that would still be the
case if the aunt were married to a man
not related to the mentally deficient child.
If people on the basic wage are not to be
asked to contribute, let that be stated in the
Bill. The charge is not likely to be less
than £1 weekly. Imagine a man with a
family and on the basic wage being asked
to pay £1 per week- for the msintenance of
amentally deficient child! Is a man with,

say, seven children and an income 10s. per
week 'above the basic wage to be asked to
contribuite that 10s. towards; the keep of a
mental defective! I. hope the amendment
will be carried.

Ur. KENNEALLY: The amendment ex-
presses a basic principle which should re-
ceive the Committee's attention. By other
legislation a basic. rate of wages is pro-
vided; therefore it is only reasonable and
fair that such a Bill as this should exempt
from claims people on the basic wage- The
case of am man on the basic -wage and having
only a wife, the 'wife being the mental de-
fective, should be provided for, even though,
as the Minister has suggested, it would he
a rare noase. The Bill should entirely exKempt
the basic wage from inroads. I do not wish
to say anything against the officials charged
with the responsibility of collecting the fees;
but if the clause passes as printed, it would
be the duty of those officials to make a
claim against a man with at wife and five
children if one of the children was a mental'
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detective. The carrying of the amendinent
moved by the member for Fremnantle would
he a direction to the officials that on in-
,tmes within the basic wage no claim should
be made. Further, the etause refers to
burial eripenses, cost of education. and east
of transport-matters which the Arbitratiomx
Court does Riot take into consideration whenr
fixing the basic wage for a mall with a wife
and two chfldren. I support the amendment.

.11r. DAVY: I cannot possibly' help of)-
posing the clause, in viewv of myv attitude
on last session's measure for improving the
Machinery that enforces payments under the
Lunacy Act against the relatives of persong
incarcerated. I then pointed out that there
were two methods whereby a person might
be deprived of his liberty: one was by being,
sent to gaol for the commission of some
crime, the other by heine sent to the Hos-
pita! for Insane at Claremont because of
being afflicted with mental disease. Any
ordinary person would expect that a greater
penalty would be imposed on the estate of.
and the relatives of, the criminal than upon
the estate and relatives of a person suffer-
ing from mental disease. The fact of the
nertrvr beingz the case here would astonish
a savage. The Minister now proposes to
add a third method Ir which people Mar
be deprived of their libertv--on account of
being, not insane, butl mentallyv deficient.

The Minister for Health: The Bill lpro-
vides for care and control of mental defec-
tires. If at large, theY are a menace to the
community.

Mr. DAVY: The excuse for the measure
is that if these people are Dot under control,
they become a menace to the general com-
munity. If people are to he put under con-
troll for the beneft of the whole community,
the whole community ought to bear the cost.
However, the Minister has omitted to men-
tion that mental defectives are also put away
for their own Protection and benefit.

'The Premier: If a person suffers from
infeetiolli disease, we put him in a hoismitall
for the beneft of the general community.
Should the oonit~jy pay for that?

Mr. DAVY: The communitv does nay for
it.

The Premier: Not if the Person can Pay.
Mr. DAVY: I the relative of the mental

defective-father mother. artice or aut-
does not par he r she can he sent to ritel.
It is commonly thought that in Anoitralin
imprisonment for debt hoeq teen abolfilhedl.

Actally, in Western Australia imprison-
mnent for debt is. steadily on the increase.
Almost every measure empowering a Gov-
ernent body or a trade union to recover
mtoney makes the money recoverable it) a
summaiffry way, as Suhelause 2 of this clause
(Ioe,. Whenever justices ig.,ae a judgient
with reference to the payment of a slim of
money, whether it he merely 11 Matter, of at
debt or whether it hie a fine, then the order
issued is that the defendant or accused, as
the ease may he, shall par the sum of money
fixed. In dlefaunlt of the payment of that
anmunt, there is execution, and ;n default
of execuntion, imprisonment. The Legisla-
firl-( has lost sight of the fact tliat on num-
beris of ioeension, when we ineet in sOS-
sion, iwe ad1( to the circumstances in which
perIsons may bie imprisoned for debt. Now
we Lre asked to add another one. Suhelaiise
2 provide that power, and] failure to pay
the sum fixed may result in a person being
seat to prison l ike an ordinary criminal.
We have had experience of the operationg
of somiewhat similar- sections in the Luntacy
A i-t which have not worked entirely justly.
I kinow of instanctes in which people hare
be1 i' monplled to pay under orders, and
the 41iin made upon them has been an
immense burden. For instance, there may
be five or. six brothers in a family and the
mother may heave been placed in the Hos-
pital for the Insane. One brother may have
his homne in the city and have the respon-
sibilities attached to the maintenance of his
wife and children. He can easily be found.
The other brothers may be rovers, in the
North-West to-day and in the South-West
tomorrow. In such circumstances, it natur-
ally follows that the brother who can easily
be found by the departmental officials is
Made to pay. I can satisfy the Minister that
in such circumstances one brother has had
to shouldecr pmactically the whole of the cost
of maintenanteg

Mr. IXenneally: And that ease is by no
means singular.

Mr. DAVY: No. Two instances have
come under my notice professionally. We
should consider whether it is just and proper
to extend the principle to which I have
drawn attention. I raised this point with
another Minister and his reply was that
there were too many people who expected
something for nothing. What is the "some-
thin" that a poor man gets whose child
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is grabbed from him and Put into a home
for mental defectives?

The Premier: He is relieved of the cost
of maintenance, and the child is cared for
in a manner that the father couli not pos-
sibly do himself.

Mr. DAVY: The father may be saved
a certain aun of money.

The Premier: And also the worry of hav-
ing a mentally defective child in his home.

Mr. DAVY:- But what profit does he get
out of it?

The Minister for Health: Surely -we do
not look upon mental defieieney fromn the
standpoint of profit!

M r. DAVY: Certainly not, and I suggest
that the Minister should regard it accord-
ingly.

The Minister for Health: I do.
Mr. DAVY: I claim that when a per-

son is placed in such an institution for the
good of tbe community-I admit it is for
the individual's good as well-the commiun-
ity should carry the bulk of the burden.

The Alinister for Health: They do so
Mr. DAVY: In the past, similar provi7

sions in the Lunacy Act have not operated
justly in all instances, and I see no reason
why the provisions of the Bill should oper-
ate in any other way. I know the Minister
will not tink I am endeavouring to embar-
rass him. I am not speaking wildly. In -
formation 'has been given to me regarding
this phase, and we should consider care-
fully before we rant such powers to a
court to make orders against the relatives
of persons placed in these institutions. Par-
ticularly should we consider whether we
should allow any tribunal to make failure
to pay a cause for imprisonment. It is
time we checked the restoration to the sta-
tute-book of the principle of imprisonment
for debt, which we thought had been deleted
75 years ago after a prolonged attack upon
the system had been made by Charles Dic-
kens. The amendment represents a means
of alleviation and protection for people who
need that consideration most, and I shall
support it although it will not cure all the
defects of tbe clause.

Mr. GRIFlFITHS: During the select
committee discussions I admired the persist-
ency with which the member for Fremantle
stood out for the protection of people not
in a position to pay. 'Much of the argument
advanced was along the lines indicated by
the member for West Perth -with reference
to the operations under the Lunacy Act.

The member for Fremantle knew of instances
where people had been chased, terrorised
and humnbugged by the Lunacy Depart-
ment for the payment of dues owing under
orders that had been made, and those peo-
ple were really not able to foot the Bill.
We should not lose sight of the fact that
the mental defectives will be taken care of
in a specially provided institution, erected
at great expense by the State. Those pao-
pie who are in a position that enables them.
to contribute towards the upkeep of their
relatives, should do so. It is only the lineal
descendants who will be concerned in that
regard, and I will support the amendment
accordingly. As to whether the State should
bear the whole of the financial burden, that
is a problem that opens up a wide field for
argutment. We know what takes place in
connection with our hospitals. Many peo-
ple who can -well afford to pay will not
do so. Somec provision should he made in
the Bill to assure a reasonable contribution
to-wards the upkeep of patients by those
who are well able to pay.

Mr. MANN~h: If the Minister persists in
retaining the clause, it may defeat the ob-
jective he has in view. It is his desire that
the Bill shall be popular and that people
will not endeavour to avoid treatment under
its provisions. If the clause is retained it
may tend to evasion on the part of people
who otherwise would be prepared to abide
by its provisions. If a man is carning just
above the basic wage, he will know that
if his, child is placed in an institution, it
will mean that for the lifetime of that child
his; household wages will be reduced by what.
ever amount the court may fir. We will
be safe in assuming thant thep court will fix
not less than 10s. a week.

The Premier: You are not safe in as-
suming any suet thing!

Mr. MANN: I think that would be a fair
assumption.

The Premier: No, because the order of
the court would depend upon the indi-
vidual's capacity to Pay.

The Minister for HE ealth: How many
times recently has the court made orders fo r
2s. or 2s. 6d. a week?

'Mr. Davy: What for?
The Minister for Health: For payments-

under somewhat similar conditions, although
not for mental defectives.

Mr. MANN: The point is that whatever
order is made, the payment of that anlc
will be for the lifetime of the child and
while (be father may be in a position to
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pay to-day he may be out of work to-mor-
row, but the charges will still he debited
against him. The Police Department has
been made us;e of for coflletingz accounts on
behalf of the hospitals.

The Minister for Health: The police do
not collect anything for Government hos-
pitals.

Mr. MANN: They used to do so, if they
do not now. The point is that we desire
pronle to place their me-ntally defective
children under the provisions of this legis-
lation, and if the clause is retained without
any reservations, which will mean that
orders made for payments will continue
during the lifetime of the patient, people
will seek to evade their responsibilities.

Mr. Griffiths: But the clause provides
that the payments shall be fixed having re-
gard to the ability to the persons concerned
to pay.

Mr. MANN: What may appear reason-
able to a magistrate may be most unreason-
able from the point of view of the indivi-
dual against whom the order may be made.

The Minister for Health: What percent-
age of mentally deficient persons will come
under this provision?

Mr. MANN: We cannot speculate-
The Minister for Health: There will not

be five per cent.
Mr. MANN: The Minister cannot make~

that assumption. T think it ill be a very
llarge percentage. In the absence of some-
thing better, the amendment should be ac-
ceptable to the Minister, who does not de-
sire to have people evadine, the Act.

Mr. Ken neally: And this is not limited
to those whom the court places unter au-
thority.

Mr. MANN: That is so. If the Minis-
ter insists upon the clause, he will have a
big percentage of people evading the Act
because of the cost it will mean to them.
The Minister says he has had qeores of
appeals against charges made.

The Premier: Not by the courts, but by
those controlling the institutions.

Mr. MANN: That; does not make much
difference. I suggest the Minister should
give some relief to those who cannot afford
to pay for all time. The Minister will have
a big percentage of people endeavouring-
to evade the Act.

The 3MNSTER FOR HEALTH: No)
niember could wish more than I to introduce
a provision that the general community
should pay the whole cost of the Bill. it

would be very nice to be able to do that.
I 'remember an agitation lasting 15 years
or more over the disgraceful state of affairs
that existed in the old receiving depot, at
least 40 per cent. of whose inmates were
mental defectives. The state of affairs there
was very bed. But this Government have
spent about £80,000 in building a new re-
ceiving depot, and in addition are bearing
the cost of its maintenance, representing
about £40,000 per annum. Members should
realise that the Government cannot spend
more than they get from the people, un-
less indeed they start on the road to bank-
ruptcy. I realise that the Bill is going to
east a fair a~mount of money. Our hospi-
tals to-day are costing a great deal, but
people who can afford to pay for services
rendered in those institutions are asked to
piv. If it is to be laid down that we have
not the right to ask people to pay the cost
of this Bill, the whole'thing will be looked
upon by the general public as a Govern-
ment activity and therefore free to all.

Mr. IKenneally: The amendment does
not propose that.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: No,
bat a good deal of the arguments used
has been on the line that we have no rig't
to make a charge at all. The niemabe-r
for Perth questions the percentage of
people likely to come under this clause, Of
eouilse, we have had no experience of the
working of this measure, but we have had a
pzsyehological cliic for nearly three years,
and there have been brought to that clinic
very few cases regarding which payment was
nlot offered. Fr-on what we know of
iientnl deilcients in this State, I can con-
fidently say that of those who will be treat-
ed,' at least 110 per cent. will come' under
thle voluntary provisions of the Bill. For
Years past the Government have subsidised
the only old-established school for mental
deficients in this State, and now they. are
subsidising also the newly - established
school.

Mr. Mann: The money could not be
better spent.

The Premier: But where are we going
to get it? .

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If we
are to heap ap costs and then decide that
they shall come out of general revenue, wve
shall hare to get increased revenue from
.somewhere. We are subsidising the exist-
ing institution £20 per week, irrespective
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of the number, up to 20, in that institution,
and 15s. per week for all over 20.
In very many instance prents, with-
out coming to the Government at A have
gone to the clinic, had their child examined
and then placed ift the institution. In oe
lizWtance, the miother offerekd to pay £4
per week. The Seaforth Rome is doing
magnificent work, but without the cflinic it
would be of very little use to us.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! This is becom-
ing a very wide discussion.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH:- The
member for W~est Perth diAcussed every
financial aspect 9f the elause.

The CHAIRMAN: The Minister would
be better advised to confine himself to the
amendment.

The Preutier: The member for West
Perth did not; he did not touch it uintil
the last moment.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: %he
whole of the argument has been based on
what is done in the Lunacy Department,
and members have talked a grat dear
about the harassing of people entitled to
pay for relatives in the Asylum for the
Insane.

Mr. Marshall: Not entitled to pay, but
harassed all the same.

The MINISTER FOR IHATTH: Mem-
bers will see from the Estimates that tbat
institution is costing- the general taxpayer
somie £80,000 per annum.

Mr. Marshall: It is a national obligation.
The MIfNISTER FOR, HEALTH: One

would think the floverament or the officials
of that institution were harassing everybody
they could in order to collect the cost of
iaintaining the institution, so that the
general taxpayer -would not have to con-
tribute. Bitt the Bill has nothing whatever
to do with the Asylum for the Insane, and
I am sorry the asylum should have been
brought into the discussion. If the Corm-
mittee insists upon amending the clause to
the extent of limiting its application to
those earning more than the, basic wage, I
have no particular objection to offer, ex-
c-ept that it is not fair to the proposed de-
partmient1 and will have a. worse effeet
than will the clause as it stands. The
member for West Perth spoke of four
brothers only one of whom could be found.
Upon him, it seenms, fell the responsibility

for all the contributions paid for the main-
tenance of his mother in the asylum. 11
the lion, member had gone to the right
authority, that brother woultd not hiave
been asked to make the only contributions.
perhaps would not have been asked to make
any contribution at all.

Mr. 1)avy. Who would be the right
authority?

1J'he 1MIN ISTERA FOR HEALTH: The
Minister controlling the department.

The CIhAiRMAN: Order! 'We are not
discussing the Lunacy Act; we are discuss-
ing the proposed amendment.

The MINISTER POR. HEALTH: Every
member has been allowed to mention cases
in the asylum.

The CHAIRMAN: And we nowv have the
mnember for West Perth asking where to
get relief. That has nothing whatever to
,lo with the Bill.

Mr. Marshall: The practice uinder this
mieasiire will be the same as under the
Lunacy Act.

The CHFAIRMAAN: I ask the bon. mem-
ber to keep order.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It is
nec essary to do something for mental de-
feetires, aid unless Parliament is prepared
to give us authority to make those people
pay who can afford to do so. I do not know
that the State -will be able to finance it.
There is a danger of the scheme breaking
down of its own weight. The hon. member
objects to our having any power after tak-
ing a person before the court. What is the
use of taking proceedings unless a penalt
is provided for refusal to obey the order oI
the court? I believe that 90 per cent. of the
people liable to pay would do so. Some
people who are liable to make payments tc
vatrions institutions do evade their responsi-
bilities, and power is necessary to get at suet
people. I hope the clause will be accepte
without the amendment, but if it is amended
as desired by the member for Fremantle.
the Committee should go no further.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:- .1

Ayes,
Noes

2'tjoritv

19

or .. .- 10
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Arse.
Mr. Chessn Mr. LindsaY
Mr. Corboy Mr. Mea
Mr. Couerter Mr. MmrasbeU
Mr. Cowan Mr. Richardson
Air. Doney Mt. Rowe

Mr. Onifitbs Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Kenselly Mr. J. H1. Smth
Mr. Kennedy Mr. C. F. Waushrovab
Mr. Lamaed Mr. navy
Mr. Lathes (Teller.)

Norm.

Mr. Collier IMr. Taylor
Mr, CunnIngham Mr. Teesdmle
Mr. MaCalian Mr. A. Wenabrough
Mr. Muns Mr. Wilson
Mr. North (Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.

Mr. DAVY: I agree that a person who
is able to pay and does not pay should be
punished for contempt of court. Ordinarily
if a judgment creditor can prove to the sat-
isfaction of the court that the debtor is
able to pay-and the proof is by no means
easy-the court makes an order for the
payment of so much a week. Such orders
are made in respect of lump sum judg-
ments.

The Minister for Works: What happens
if the debtor defaults?

Mr. DAVYi; He, r be imprisoned for
contempt of court. Say a plaintiff gets judg-
ment for £20 and issues a warrant of execu-
tion and is not paid, he takes oat a judg-
meat summons and the debtor appears be-
fore the Local Court. The -plain-
tiff then has to prove to the
satisfaction of the court that the
man is able to pay. If he supplies that
proof, tile miagcistrate makes an order for so
much a week off the lump stum, and in default
the debtor is sent to prison for contempt of
court. Under Suhelause 2, however, an order
couild be enforced in a summary way as if it
were an order by justices adjudging the
payment. There would be no onus of proof
required of the person making the applica-
tion. If the man did not pay, execution
would be issued, and if the order was not
satisfied immediately, the man could be put
in gaol without further argument. Such pro-
cedure is quite wrong. It sounds cheap and
easy to provide that an order may be en-
forced in a summary way, but we are apt to
forget that failure to pay automatically in.
volves gaol without argument or appeal.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do may people go to
gaol in those circumstances?

Mr. DlAVY: Many people have orders
made against themi and cannot pay. An.
order under Subelause 2 would have pre-
asely the same effect as a fine for a criminal
offence. In default of payment the man
would have to go to gaol.

The Premier:- Quite regardless of his
ability to pay?

Mr. DAVY: Yes. A mar, might be fined
&t) for neg]ligent driving. In default of pay-
ment, execution would issue, and in the event
of there still being default, the defendant
would he sentenced to a term of imprison-
ment in accordance with the amount of the
fine.

Mr. Mann: Three days for every Lt.
Mr. DAVY: Orders For the payment of

sums under this measure should be equiva-
lent to civil judgments. I mlove [Ln amend-
tnwnt -

That all the words after "odr? in line 1
of Suhelause 2 be struck out, and the following
inserted in liu:'shall be deemed to he a
judgment of a Local Court in favour of the
person on whose application the order was
made, and. may be enforced as a judgment of
the Locail Court and not otherwise."

Mx. Sloeman: What does, that mean!
Mr. DAVY: If an order foit the pay-

mnent is made, and the man does not mtake
the payment, a warrant of execution may he
issued against. his goods, as in the case of
the local court, and if he then fails to pay,
a judgment summons can be taken out
against hini, and he will lie brought ump Iii-

foro the jn tgment summons court. It the
complainant can prove that the man van
pay, the court wiJi make an order for the
amo~int at so mnuch a week. It will be
treated as a civil debt.

Mr. Kenneally: I-T must satisfy the
judicial authority that hie is eble to pay.

Mr. DAVY: There is nothing about the
necessity to satisfy the Judicial auithority.
It says an order shall be made to contribute
such an amount towards the expense as,
"having regard to the ability of snob persons
respectively, seems reasonable." Under the
local court procedure it is stated that be-
fore a man can get an order under a judg-
mnent, summons, proof shall hue ,given.
A general direction is given
th at an order shall be made and
that the ;Drder 91a4 be propor-
tion ate to the ability of such person to make
the payment. In a judgment summons court
if convincing proof is not given, and an

n25
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order is made an appeal can be
lodged against it ad it can be
wiped out. This gives wide discretion. An
order has to be inade, and the order must
hiave regard for time ability of such persons
respectively to pay. I am Dot enamoured
of thle amendment because it was drawn up
in a few minutes. If the -Minister will under-
take to have the clause looked ito, and will
Make the enforcement of an order a civil
matter rather than a criminal matter, I will
not press the amemidnient, which can then
be considered by the Parliamentary Drafts-
man and given effect to. I object to the
principle of getting an initial order
for payment, and the failure to pay being
treated like the failure to pay a tine in a
c'riminal case. Although a man may find it
impossible to pay, lie will without argumient
be put into gaol immediately. I hope tht;
Minister will agree that the proper principle
to adopt is the one I suggest.

The Mi1NISTER FOR HEALTH: I hare
no hesitation in giving the hon. member the
assurance hie asks. Ever since the Bill was
brought down I have been impressed with
the fact that thme civil process was the pro-
ces~s adopted. I favour thme idea advanred
by the hon. memuber and will refer the mat-
ter to the Crown Law authorities. I do not
mnind whether the clause is postponed or
recommitted ait a later stage.

The CHIAIRMAN: The clause has been
amended and maust now either be passed or
rejected.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I will
have the clause recommitted with the object
of amending it in the direction desired by
the hon. member.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.

Clauses 30 to 35-agreed to.

Clause 36--Constitution of board:

Mr. DAVY: What is time definition of a
psychologist under this Bill?

The Premier: It is rather like the word
"Mesopotamia.", which the ladies of the
Childrens' Court are so food of using.

'Mr. DA"VY:- It is a beautiful word eund
rolls tripping.ly off the tongue. It means
really a person skilled in the study of the
soul. Is there any definite qualification re-
quired for a psychologist? Arc the qualifi-
cations such as require a special course of
trainingi

The Premier: I would say that a five-
years study in polities will qualify you to
become i mob pysehologist.

312. DAVY: Are there anly definite quali-
fications such as are required in) the ease of
a mnedical lpractitiotner? Mfight we not have
put upon us sonic lpersonl who calls himself
a p~sychologist, but has really only read n
few books and stayed about 18 mnonths in the
Uited States?

The 'MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
hon. ainmler has placed me in rather a diffi-
cult Position. I ami onl 'y a layman. By

pszychologist I inean a fully trained and
qualified pyacholog-ist.

M1r. Davy: But of what (ices the training-
consist?

Thme MI1NISTR FOR HEALTH :At
present there are three muiversities that issue
diplomfas inL psychology. It is not possibla
to get a diploman under five years' study.

Holn. G. Taylor; Are You referring t.)n
American diplomas?

The MIHNISTER FOR HEALTH: No.
Mr. Teesdale: Thank Glod!
The Mi1NISTER, FOR HEALTH: There

are dozens of universities ini Amierica.
Mr. Davy: To what three do you refer?
Thme M11NISTER FOR HEALTH: There

are twvo in England and one in 'New Soatn
Wales at the Sydney University, where the
study of psychology is part of the cur-
ricnlum.

The Premier: There al-c two Western
Australian girls who have gone through our
Univ-ersity now doing a course in America.

M1r. Davy: Did oar State Psychologist
have a five years' course?

The CHAIRMAN: Has -the Minister vet
answered the hion. member's question?

The M-INISTER FOR HEALTH: I have
not had a chiance to do so. The hon. member
seamrs to want to know whether our psy-
chologist might lie dictating to a medical
luiau as to thle state of mind of a mental
deficient.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. mueniber dt-
sired -to k-now the qutali flcations required rX
a psychologist. The M1inister now seems t'.
be making a second reading speech concern-
ing conflicting opinions as to the duty of a
psychologist and a medical practioner.

The Premier: He cannot answer thje ques-
tion in a word or two.

The M1INISTER FOR HEALTH;, I was
asked if it was possible to have a psycholo-
gist w-ho wohld dictate to a medical praeti-
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-toner as to the state of mind of a mental Mr. DAVY, I did not raise the questilon
-defi cienat

The CHAIRMAN: The member tot West
Perth ought to have asked that question
during the 8660ff reading debate and the
Minister oould have answered it.

The MINISTER FORl HEALTHa: If
you, Mr. Chairman, say I am not entitled
to reply, I will how to your rulibg I kmn
-only tlying to answer the question.

The Premier: A pnychologist Is really a
person who studies psychology.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I will
giv the hon. member the qualifications of
a psychologilt, but it may take mte ten
minutes to find them. There is no need to
acepblt the Priltdier's intetpretation. I hop~e
the thn! Ihs gone by when methbets will
attempt to make a laughing-stock of a psy-
ehologigt. Some members Ire trying to do
that and I take great exception to it.

Mr. Davy: I hope you Eire not indudlflgt
fIn(,.

The MINISTER F'OR HkALIfl, No.
The CHTAIMAN: The Minister may he

sure that there is no such intention on the
part of members. Possibly he could give at
clear definition on the subiject at a later date.

The M1INISTER FOR HEALTH: I haVe
here it definition from one of the greatest
eRietlts in the kiaWA siebtille wotld.

The Premier: I have heard it said that
a psychologist is a utan h ~o tellq us thibgs
we know Perfectly, batt in language he hop~s
we will not understand.

The CIIAIIRANi I do not think wv.
need keep the Committee waiting. 'The ques-
tioin can be revived at a later date.

The MINISTER FOft HEALTH: If the
member for West Perth is gatisfied to let
the matter go, I am quite content.

Hon. G. TAYLOR. Clause 36 gives power
to appoint a board consisting of the Corn-
uilsioller of Public Health, a psychologist,
and the physician in charge of the Lunacy
Department. Presumably these are busy
people. Before embarking on legislation,
the Government ouglif to see their way clear
to administer it without over-burdsing the
pecople with taxatioit. If the proposed memt-
bers of the boazrd callt taker nil the additionl
Work, lteb pftent jobs, must be falx'lt easy.
Then 6xpeh~e of 416mg *hat the Miihistel'
claims will WA doft iW bound to bb heavy.

of what a psychologist ig in nrdfl to poke
fun at the Bill. A Statute defines the quali-
fications of a medical practioner, and a de-
finitiontof tle qualifitsatiohtl etititling A&er
son to call himself a pyisalhologlst
should be included in this mes-
ure. A diploma is something
very different from a degree; it is
sitething exta, eattiethilig tbkit has nothibgi
to do with a normal uhtivetslty course. if
wo ate to pass it Sthtuite creating a FobitiotL
and giving it a natnie, 'we ought to defie
the terms upon which a person mayl call
himself by that name. The diploma of
psychologist, If it requires a frye-yoar Course
to obtain, is sothing greatly different from
the ordinary diploma, the securing of which
calls fdr only 12 or 15 months' study. I
believe the State Psychologist to be a very
useful ahid competent person: hut, accord-
ing to the Minister, she has not grone through
a five-years course. As the Bill stands, any-
one who chooses to call himself a psycholo-
gist, or whom the Minister of the day
chooses to consider a psychologist, may be
placed in a position of considerable import-
ance under the measure.

The Minister for Health: No; not in
view of the word ,cliiceal," which precedes
"psychologist."

[Mr. Panton took the Chair.J

The CHAIRMAN: The member for West
Perth is distitictly out of order. ~This dis-
ciissidn might to have taken place on Clause
4.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 7-Tenure of office:

Mr. KENNEALLY: This clause suffers
from the fault that obaracterises cbrfespond-
lag sections in various Acts. The nitmbers
of the propesed board are to be kippointed
for three years, and at the expiration of
that term, should it be desired to appoint
them fort a further 12 inonths, that eanutiot
he done: they must be re-appointed for the
full three years. Similarly, the Commnis-
sioner of Railways can be appointed only
for a term of five years. To effect the Min-
ister's de~ire, *move An amendment-

That ''of.'' in line 4, be struck out, and
''not exceeding'' inserted in lien.

The MINiSTER FOR HEALTH: I have
doc objection to the atheudment.
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Amendment put and passed; thue, lause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 38 to 57-agreed to.

Clause 58-Powers of official trustee:

Mr. LATHAM: I move an amendment-
That after "'trustee,'' line 3, there be in-

serted "'or an established trustee company.''

The clause is intended to empower the official
trustee to take possession of the property
of persons placed in institutions; but the
best management of estates, I hold, is not
obtained from that official. Therefore power
should be given to appoint a trustee com-
pany to manage an inmate's affairs. It is
most disheartening to a patient to find, upon
release, that the whole of his property hns
disappeared, bad sales having been effected
or goods removed or stolen. Trustee torn-
panies work under an Act of Parliament,
and their business standing is of the highest.
Only a little while ago we bad to pay £700
or £900 as compensation to a person, arising
out of the handling of his estate while he
had -been under control. I want to give
the Government the opportunity to decide
whether they will accept a trustee company
in addition to the Public Trustee.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I hope the Govern-
nient will not accept the amendment. A lit-
tle while ago it was claimed that the State
should accept responsibility for certain ex-
penses in connection with mental defectives.
I think the State should also be responsible
for the care and administration of estates
owned by mental defectives. The argument
that a private company must necessarily be
introduced when the State already has the
machinery required to carry out the work.
will not bear the light of day. When I in-
terjected that this would give private enter-
prise another opportunity to step in, I
think members will agree it was evidently
for that purpose that the amendment was
moved.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes . . .. 5
Noes .. . .23

Majority against

ATe.

M, flnnev
mir. Jathen,
fir. Linda)

Sir James Mitehell
Mrt. Griffith.

Mano.)

Mr. Chess..
Mr. Clydesdale
r: Collir

Mr. Qorboy
Mr. Covrney
M~r. Cow~an
Mr. Cuuningham
M r. Davy
Mr. Kenocaily
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Lamben
Mr. LAteond

Noes.
Mr.
Mr.
At.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Marshall
McCallum
Mande
Riohardson
Rowe
Staats
J. H. Sithb
Taylor
A. Wansbroufl
Wilson
Nortlh

(Tar.)n,

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses b9-to 63-agreed to.

[Mr. Lamnbert took the Chair]

Clause 64-Protectioni of defectives from
acts of sexcual immorality, procuration,
etc.:

Mr. NORTH: Section 191 of the Criminal
Code deals with similar offences and pro.-
vides the same penalties, without any spe-
cial reference to mental defectives. Under
that section any person who procures a
girl is liable to two years' imprisonment.
The clause relates to a similar offence
against mentally defective females, and yet
the: same penalty only is provided. Surely
a headier penalty should be imposed where
the victim is mentally defective. If that
is not so, why the necessity for duplicating
the section of the Criminal Code. A clever
lawyer might prove that his client had no
reason to suspect that the woman or girl.
was mentally defective, and the charge
might be dismissed. The Crown would then
fail, whereas a similar charge laid under
the Criminal Code would have resulted in
a conviction.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 65 to 72-agreed to.

Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

BILL-WHEAT BAGS ACT AMEND-
MENT,

Second Reading.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
thamn [9.12] in moving the second reading
said: It will be remembered that last year
we agreed to a measure to provide for the
branding of bags containing wheat. I be-
lieve the legislation was introduced at the
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request of the manager of the Wheat Pool.
The measure has caused enough trouble
and a great deal of expense, and will not
do much good even in connection with the
Wheat Pool, and the protection of the in-
terests of the farmers. I want to exempt
bags containing wheat delivered to the mills
that operate at Northam, Katanining, Nar-
rogin, Kellerberrin, Geraldton, Bunbury and
probably at one or two other country cen-
tres. I amn informed that when wheat is
delivered, the bags arie emptied and re-sold
to the farmers. Often bags are filled three
or four times in a season and delivered to
the mill. It is the customa of the mills to
fill new bags with wheat once and whenever
they are returned to the mill or to the met
chants, the bags are again sent out to the
farmers. They arc used once or twice for
wheat, and then for offal other than flour.
If we insist upon the branding of wheat
bags, it will cost the State a considerable
amount of money because every farmer will
be compelled to use the bags. That is the
first trouble. The second is that the farmers
will be unnecessarily penalised because the
hags are reduced in price every time they
go back to the producers. If the bag cost
3.0s. at the outset, it will be sold at Re. as
a secondhand bag. It really means a dif-
ference of %d. per bushel to the farmers,
which is a considerable sum of money.
Apart from that, branding cam do
no good. If a miller wishes the
ha'rs he buys to he branded he
wvill make that stipulation and refuse to
buy wheat from a farmer unless he deliver
the wheat to the mills in bags that have
been branded accordingly. I have spoken
to the general manager of the mills at Kel-
lerberrin, Claremont and Northam, and ho
is most certainly not in accord with
the Act as it stands. We are
not protecting him nor any other
miller in insisting upon the bags be-
ing branded. On the other hand wc arc
giving a great deal of trouble and unneces-
sary expense to the farmer. I do not know
that I need say very much more about the
Bill, wh,'ch is quite easy to understand.
It does Dot propose to do more than exempt
the bags delivered to the millers; all other
bags, of course, will be branded. I do not
see that anyone can offer any objection to
the Bill. Certainly no one has any right
to object because he happens to buy wheat;
neither the pool nor any merchant would
have the right to object. And even the

miller, if he sells wheat as such, will be
obliged to brand the bags. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-

journed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1929-SO

In Committee of Supply.

Resumned from the previous day; Mr.
Lamnbert in the Chair.

Department of the Minister for Mines
(Hfon. S. WV. Munsie, Minister).

Vote-Mines, £103,476:

THE MINISTER FOR MNE~S (Hon.
S. WV. Munsie--Hannans) [9.18]: On this
occasion I am not going through all the
figures of the previous history of gold-
mining in this State, and the quantity of
gold produced. Almost every member is
aware of the advantage goidmining has
been to Western Australia, and the value
of the gold produced, so I am not going
into all that. I have again this year to
say I am sorry the decline in the gold yield
still continues. Last year it was slightly
less than in the previous year, and there is
just a possibility that the present year's
output will he almost equal to that of last
year.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: It doesn't look
like it just now.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, but
the last three mouths of the year are always
better than any other three mouths in point
of crushing, beequse there are so many people
who want to get something for Christmas.
It has always proved so. I do not say the

yield this year will be equal to that of last
year, but it ought to be very close to it. I
think that next year the yield will hold its
own, and that in the following year we shall
start on an increase in the gold output. I
have here some information regarding small
shows that have been discovered in this State
during the last 12 months. Some fairly rich
deposits have be -n found. Some of them
are stifl being ,eveloped, and others are
Proving fairly satisfactory. For instance,
we have at Meekathanr. the Ingliston Al-
herts, which has crushed 16 tons for 118
ozs.; the Lady Central has crushed 137
tons for 806 ozs.; at Coolgardie gold mining
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lease 5,214f has crushed 96 tons foe 336
ons; Nil Desperaiidum has crushed 9 tows
for 42 ozs..; goldraining lease 9220 has
crushed 6 tons for 42 ozs.; a prospecting
area has cr-ushed 112.75 tons for 432 ots.;
at Menzies the Golden Age has crushed 90
tons for M4 ozs. In passing I may say
the name of 'Menzies has been mentioned
pretty often of late, and to hear some people
talk one would think it was oil the map
altogether. But during last year Menzies
has had one discovery whirh has crushed 06
tons for 243 ass. So there 'ire still pos-
siblities in Menzies. At Mfunia IMurrin a
prospecting area has crushled 6 tons for 118
oss. At Cue prospecting area 4130 has
crushed 24 tons for 171 ass. I admit those
have been the best finds in Western Aus-
tralia during the last year, from the poiti:
or view of richness.

Mr. J1. H. Smith: That would be only
picked stone.

The MAINISTER FOR MNINES: No, they
are prospecting p~arties, and in most in-
stances they have been 'on only sniall reefs
and leaders. It shows there is still gold to
be fouind in this State. The assistance to
prospectors is still coing on, and the amount
being advanced has been slightly increased.
Wherever it is possible to assist men. who
can put up a reasonahle elaim, the Mines-
Department are doing it. We are giving
e'very eneouraigemnent to people to go out
IProspeeting, iii the hope that something rea-
sonable mar be found. If it is, of course
it will be of very great advantage to the
State. I have here a gd'bd list of finds tbnt
have been made during the year. MaNnyv of
them aire not developed, although some of
them have given Jpretty richi returns. They
are all new finds, and ,I do not intend to
weary the Comnnittee hr rending them out.
1 am hopeful that some of themi xxiii turn
out well, and prove good gold producers
for many years to come. Sonic ques~tions
have been asked in another place and some
criticism offered regarding the exact position
in relation to the assistance granted by
the Government from the £1I66,000 odd placed
in a trust account for assistance to min-
ing. 'Most members know that during the
last two tYears the department, in order to
assist the mines, have been paying coin-
pensation under the Third Schedule 'of the
Workers' Compensation Act. This has aver-
aged out at about £34,000 per annum, and
that money has come from the trust aecoudt

1I bavd 'alluded to. The question that has
been nakcd is as to the method adopted in
the Ssbistance that absorbed mnost, of that
mioney, namely, the £78,000 granted to the
Sonis of Owahii.

Hon. 0. Taylor: That was out of loan?

The 'MINISTER FOR MIINES: No, that
was out of the £166,000 odd set aside from
the Federal Disabilities Grant, It did not
Comne from Joan money. Out of that £166,000
for aissistance to the mining industry, £81,759
'is. 7d. was either paid, or we were were per-
mitted to pay it, to the Sons of Gwalia,
provided they carnied out their programme.
Thpe onditions under which that money was
advaiiced were as follows:-Thcre were two
aniounts for raik for the purpose of ex-
tendingl the timber line to get fire-wood, the
total amount heint £-3,759 4s. 74. The spe-
cial loan advanced to the Soils of Owalia was
£39,000 for machinery and £40,000 for de-
velopmnent work, or £78,000 iii all, making
a-total of £81,759 '1s. 7d. There has been
already advanced the money for the rails.
Onl thme other two items there have been
ad' :n red £17,505 V~s. 5d. for machinery, and
£31,399 3s. for development work. Those
figures are now about a month old; there
have been further advances on development
work since then. Wh'lem the agreement wras
entered into) it was decided that the loan
fof development work should be for a period
of 'three years. The mine authorities esti-
mated that for the fist year the amount
would be £17,000; I forget the amount for
the second year,, but last year only £7,000
was to be advanced for development. -Un-
fortunately the Owalia mine -was -unable to
carry out and coinplete the development work
as first suggested. Thle mine authorities have
applied to the department for a variation of
the mioney for development work. 'Mr. Howe,
the State Mining Enigineer, has been to
Gwvaliat and closely examined the proposition
put up by the company for the variation.
He revoeenenided that I agree to the varia-
tion, ant] I thoroughly concur with his rv-
comnmendation. So the advance has been
varied. Instead of eontinuine with the sink-
ing of the shaft, they are going on with the
development of the area. Levels, No. 23, 24
aind 25) are -already opened up. They are
dri% meg them and putting through wins.es
and rises to get the ore available for stoping.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And putting
iln penthouses.
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The MINISTER FOR MiNES: No, you
find those in the shaft. I1 need nlot take
much notice of the Leader of the Opposition
when he gets on to the technical side of

miig Uder the conditions we have to
he supplied with a monthly statement of
the work being done and the assay values
of the ore being developed, but if we had
insisted on their carrying out the develop-
uiert agreed to at the outset, I am afraid
it would have been necessary to close down
part of the plant They would not have had
sufficient. ore to keep the plant going. Judg-
ing by the values on the three bottom levels,
and some good development higher still, inl
the course of the next two or three months
they should have sufficient ore to show a
profit and finarne the balance of the work
agreed to at the outset without requiring
an: further assistance from the Govern-
mlent. In fact, they will have to finance
the work thernselves because they will get no
more. When by Government assistance the
053rt of the mine has been increased by an
enormious amount, if the shareholders are
not prepared to find iy money, it ii flot
fair to ask the Government to provide all
the fundls necessary to continue the develop-
*ucnt. The shareholders will certainly have
to find some of the money if the profits front
the mine are not sufficient, but there is a
possibility that they -will he able to get suffl-
eient fromi the ore to finance the whole of
tilework. Shaft sinking was proceeded with
for a time, but that is expensive work. It is
a big shaft and I think it cost M4 per foot

frsinking and timbering. It is the timber
rather than the sinking that costs the money.
Square oregon is used and big timber at
that.

lion. Gi. Taylor: What is the depth of the
shaft?

The MNISTER FOR 'MINES: The 23
level on the underlay is, T believe, 3,S00
ft. During the general discussion on the
Estimates, the Leader of the Opposition
asked rue to supply infornation as to the
rumours regarding the concessions being
--ranted in the North-West.

Hon. Sir James MIitchell: Regarding the
statements appearing in the Press.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. Con-
cessions have been granted in the North-
West. and I would remind members that
they apply only to the Kimnberleys. No con-
cession has been sought lower down. It was
only the year before last that any inquiry

was made for mining concessions ina the
Kiniberleys. Those concessions exclude gold,
coal, iron and oil. No concession has been
gr anted for any of those things. Anyone
has a right to go on to any area to prospect
for gold, coal, iron or oil, provided the area
is not already held as n oil lease. Of
Course somne of the country is so held.

Tiomi. G. Tailor: What are the couces-
csiolhhires prospecting for"

Thin MfIN[STER FOR1 MINIES: Tin,
ji irllv, anti other metals. The K-imber-
ley Exg~otntionl Company represented by
Miessrs. Francis and Stacey asked 'for a
fairly large concession. They pointed ont
that Mr. Francis had walked fromn Darwin
to Wyndham and from Wyndham to
Broome, not following the coast nil the way
but inland.

Hon. G. Taylor: He had a big heart to
do that.

The MINISTER FOR MI1NES: Yes, and
it took over 18 months to do it. He was sat-
ied that he bad made some discoveries of

inierals other than gold, coal or oi]. It is
difficult eonutry to piospect and he wanted
some1 protection. He could not point out
on the Mnap, probably within a. 100 miles, of
where be wanted to go, but he contended that
when lie got back to the locality, he 'would
be able to find the spot again. Hovever, he
couli not give any reasonable idea where it
waS. Consequently they asked for a fairly
larg econcession. They wvent to the place
and members have seen the report. That
report has not yet been verified by depart-
menutal oflieers, because we have not bad an
officer there. However, they' reported favour-
able finds of tin and other metals. They
got a concession for 12 months, and they
have to keep the depairtment supplied with
inforimation or any finds they make. They
have carried out their obligation to the let-
ter and havec been exceptionally good. It
was miandatory for them to employ four mnen,
and they have employed not fewer than six.
They raised more capita! and they now have
inine mnen in tihe field. Jus't prior to coming
down after having been 716 months in the
field, they made a discovery that they
thought was on theit concession, but -when
they, worked out the position they discovered
it was south of their concession, Naturally
they came to me for protection over a given
area until they could get back to ascertain
the exact locality and take it up. I agreed to
that. Negotiations hare been proceeding for
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peiwds of extension. They have reduced
their firs-t c-oncession by nearly two-thirds
and their second conceiisioui by quite two-
thirds, and I have agreed to a further exten-
sion of the period for those two holdings
till the 30th June, 1980. The two holdings
are now practically one.

Ron. G-. Taylor: How many men will they
employ on the reduced area?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Nine
men, just the same as before. I did not in-
sist on the nine men being employed. I in-
sisted on four, but they are employing nine.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: How many
square miles have they now?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I. can-
not say exactly, but they have a fair area.
It is, only about one-third of what they had
at the outset. However, area does not count
for much up there. I wish to impress upon
members that the country has stood for all
time without anyone having done anything
in the way of prospecting for metals.

Hon. G. Taylor: What is their mode at
transport?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A lug-
ger', whbich they bought and equipped.

Hon. G-. Taylor: I know it is difficult
country to get through.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Immedi-
ately the report appeared regarding the
wonderful values discovered-I hope thosd
values will be realised-

Hon. 0G. Taylor: The second report was
somewhat different.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: When
the report was published in the Press, we
had applications galore for concessions in
the North. I eannot see anything wrong in
granting concessions, provided the conces-
sionairies do not go on to known auriferoas
areas. So far any concession I have granted
has certainly not been on any known aurif-
erous country. Amongst the conditions that
all the concessionaires have agreed to is one
to report within three months as to their in-
tentions and the arrangements made fdr the
bona fide working of the concessions. If they
cannot satisfy me, I have retained the power
to forfeit the concession. There is only one
other syndicate that I know of by whom
men are employed. If the others do not
comply with the condition within the three
months and make some attempt to prospect
their areas, they cannot continue to hold
them. I admit that enormous areas haves

been ranted under those concessions. I
noticed a statement in the Press that we
were granting concessions over country at
Hall's Creek. From memory, I think the
nearest point of any one of the concession&a
granted is 140 miles from Hall1's Creek.

Mr. Teesdale: Quite that distance.
Hon. 0-. Taylor: That is near enough for

the Press.
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: How many

concessions have been granted?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: Apart

from the Kimberley Exploitation Co., 10)
concessions have been granted.

Mr, Teesdale: Let them have the conecs-
sions if tlhey can find anything.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If sonic-
one else comes along and wants a little ar'n,
even to the extent of 10,000 square miles,
provided it is outside the area already taken
up-

Mr. Teesdale: Let hint have it.
The MINISTER FOR MINES : And

provided there is no encroachment on known
auriferous country, and evidence is pro-
duced of ability to prospect the area, I will
say, "Yes, go ahead."

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You cannot do
so under the law.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am flu;
doing anything outside the Mining Act. I
have looked up the Act and I have authority
for all the responsibility I have taken.

Mr. Teedale: That country has been
lying neglected for centuries.

Hon. G. Taylor: They will need a lot of
capital.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : Of
course, but I do not think there is any harm
in granting concessions over country which
other people do not want and to which other
people have not gone during the hundred
years of the State's history, providing the
concessionaires fulfil the conditions by do-
ing work. Possibly they will discover some -
thing that will mean munch to this State. I
am prepared to take all the responsibility'
and any blame that may be attachable for
granting concessions in the North.

Mr. Teedale: I hope you will get sorne
glory from their finding something.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I hope
the report of the first syndicate will he veri-
fied when operations are resumed. I want to
say a word or two in connection with tie
dismal side of the mining industry, namely,
miners' disease. Some of the matterr I have

1182



[23 OCToBER, 1929.] 1133

here is pretty startling. Unfortunately the
last examination which should now be pro-
ceeding has been stopped, because the Com-
monwealth cannot supply a doctor to relije
the doctor in the laboratory at Kalgoorlie.
The present examination for the current
year has therefore beeni discontinued, and it
will be discontinued for three or four months
still. Eventually it will be gone onl with and
completed. Up to date this year there have
been examined 2,526 men.

Hon. G. Taylor: All told.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: All told

on this examination. Of these 2,000 were
normals, 327 were suffering from miners'
plithisis early, 94 from miners' phthisis al-
vanced, 40 from miners' pbithisis advanc-i
plus tuberculosis, and five from tuberculosis
Only

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is awful.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: 'This is

the third examination and practically the
fourth.

Hon. G. Taylor: We are not getting far
ahead.

The MINISTER FOR MINEIS: Of the
2,060 normal eases reported for 1929, 2,046
were previously reported as normal, and 11
are new cases, namely cases reported for tle
first time; 327 are eases of miners' phithisis
early, comprised of 105 cases previously re-
ported as normal, and 221 previously re-
ported as miners' phithisis early; and one is
a new cawe. Of the 94 cases of miners'
phthisis advanced, 61 were previously re-
ported as miners' plithisis advanced, and :33
as miners' phithisis early. Out of the 49
cases of miners! phthisis plus tuberculosis,
8 were previously reported as normal, 144 as
miners' phtbhisis early, and 18 as miners'
phthisis advanced. The five cases of tuber-
culosis only were previously reported as
normal. This is a pretty serious state o4
affairs.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Is that the re-
port of the doctors?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
put up by the officer controlling the depart-
ment and is compiled from the statement of
the laboratory. There is no question about
its accuracy.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It should be
laid on the Table of the House.

The MINISTER FOR MINES : The
whole of the information up to the examina-
dion has been laid on the Table of the House.
This examination has not yet been coin-

pleted. I have no objection to laying the
papers on the Table of the House if the
hall. member dt'sires. I thought I was do-
ing a service to members in telling them
the position as it is up to this year's exarri-
ination.

Ron. G. Taylor: It is very serious.
Thle MINISTER FOR MINES: I thought

it only fair I should make this statement.
Hon. Sir James IMitchell: You have to

make it. You cannot keep it to yourself.
The MITNISTER FOR MINES: If I hil

.so desired I could have referred to the other
two examinations and not this one. This is
the first time the information has been madle
public.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You would
not be doing your duty if you kept it back.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
doing the best I call in the matter. I should
like to refer to one or two other statements.
The result of the examination for 1928 for
the initial certificates, as required by Rego-
littion 6A, 6H of the Mines Regulation Act,
1906. is-Normal 745, mniners' phthisis early
16, miners' phithisis advanced] 6, miners'
pbthisis plus T3B. 4, T.B. only' 9, or a total
of 779 mn examined. These are the ex-
amirnatiofls of men who have gone to the
gold-mining centre to apply for work on a
gd mine, and have had to undergo exam-

inations. before they could secure employ-
ment.

Hon. G. Taylor: Did they contract th-it
disease on the Golden Mile?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Probably
not one of them.

Hon. G. Taylor: Where did they come
f rom?7

The MINISTER FOR MINES: From all
ports of Australia. Some of them may have
worked on the fields years ago.

Hon. G. Taylor: Do we have to compai1-
sate then I

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not say
of these. I quote these figures to show the
absolute justification and necessity for
the regulation that was issued that no
man could get employment on a mine with-
out first passing an examination, to show
that he was free from any of the diseases
snecifled ini the Third Schedule of the
Worker's Compensation Act. These are 779
cases of men who have made application
for work during this year up to date, and
this is the result of the examinations. Of
these 15 were found to be suffering from
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miners' phthisis early, 6 from miners' phthisis
advanced, 4 from mtiners' phithisis plus 'JXJ.,
and 9 from tuberculosis only. It is only
fair I should quote these figures, seeing
that I quoted the others with regard to
the numbers of men in the mines who were
found to be suffering from T.13. Mines
are not the only places where men con-
tract these diseases. Out of the 745 men
I previously referred to, wve have 13 found
to be suffering from TXB. that are not
working in the mines. On the other band,
out of 2,526 we have 45 who are suffering
from T.B. The following is a general
statement of the position regarding the
melt reported to be suffering from T.B.
since the inception of the Act on the 7th
June, 1925, to date: Up to the present
371 men have been reported, and of this
number 115 have died, 140 are totally in-
capacitated, 72 are fit for ordinary or light
work, tour cases are being investigated as,
to whether they come within the provisions
of the Act, one is pending examination as
to fitness for other suitable employment,
and three have been repatriated to Czecho
Slovak-ia; 33 do not come within the pro-
visions of the Act, and three haye been
compensated under the Workers' Conipen-
sation Act. The number of totally incap-
acitated men with dependants is 87 and
without dependants the number is 53. The
total number of dependants of the deceas-
ed and totally incapacitated men who are
still eligible for compensation, is 355, com-
prising 86 wives, 59 widows and 210 child-
ren under 16 years of age; and the depend-
ants of the 72 men who are fit for work
number 122, including 41 wives, and 78
children under 16 years of age. 1 now
come to the total amount of compensation
paid to the 30th June, 1929. This is not
zonipensation tinder the Workers' Comnpen-
sation Act. It is compensation paid en-
tirely uinder the Miners' Phithisis Act. The
total amount of comupensation paid to the
30th June, 1929, since the inception of the
Act, is £104,650. It is estimated that the
ce0n 1 )isationl for the current financial year
would amount approximately to £43,000.
This ig under the M1iners' Phthisis Act only.
The total of incidental expenditure to the
:30th June, 1929, is £6,048.

The Premier: That has been all out of
revenue in the last few years.

The MINISTER FOR MI1NES: That has
been paid out of revenue. Mr. D 'Arcy the

chairman of the Miners' Phithisis Board,
has asiced for a report from the laboratory
upon the 1015 men .1 have mentioned as bs-
ing reported on this examination to he suf-
fering from miners' phtbisis early, who
were previously reported as normal. He has
asked the laboratory to provide him with
the period during which these men have
worked in the mines. I have a list of all
the men here. 1 do not know what the aver-
age will turn out to be, but on looking
through the list I see the names of 21 men
I know personally, who have worked for
many years in the mines at Kalgoorlie.
Most of these men were working on the
mines wvhen 1 was doing so 18 years ago.

lHon. G. Taylor: I know some men who
have been there for 30 years.

The MINISTER FOR, MINES: This is
not a satisfactory report so far as things
have gone this year.

Hon. U. Taylor: It is alarming.
The MINISTER FOR IMNES: Yes, and

more particularly as to the number of men
wvho were previously reported normal until
last year. Some of them have been re-
ported normal eac-h year in the examina-
tions, and were reported last year as normal.
We now have on this examination 105 men
who have shown signs of miners' phithisis
early this year.

The Premier: That is only iii Kalgoorlie.
Hon. Gf. Taylor: It shows the rapidity of

the development.
The MINISTER FOR IMINES: This in-

cludes Kalgoorlie and Boulder. The figures
tire worse in comparison either with last
year or the examination of the year before.
I do not want members to think that this
wu-mld be the actual result if the whole ex-
amination had been made. Nearly all these
men are working in the deep mines in
Kalgoorlie. These figures do not cover all
the men in the mining industry. There
are Then engaged in small shows, prospect-
ing shows and elsewhere who would not
be suffering o anything like the same extent
as would be the case with men working in
the deep mines in Kalgoorlie. The present
examiuation as far as it has gone must not
be taken as a true indication of what the
full report would have been, had the com-
plete examination been made. There is no
doubt that the report is alarming.

Ron. GT. Taylor: I suppose the figures
will be piblished in the departmental pap-
ers.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
sorry I have bad to make this statement
upon the examination so far as it has gone.
I thoug-ht it only fair to members that I1
should give them the information, seeing
that we have been unable to get a doctor to
complete the examination, and will not be
able to have it completed within the next
four months. I have, however. given the
results of the proportion of the examina-
tion this year as- it has taken place up to
date.

HON SIR JAM S 3TTHELL (Nor-
tham) [10.0] : The last portion of the 'Min-
ister's speech is highly unsatisfactory. A
shocking toll of life seems to have been
levied upon our underground work-ers in the
mines. Unfortunately no remedy has been
suggested. The awfulness of the sjituation
as disclosed hr the examinationi has beeni
shown, and we must mierely go n pay-
ing each year more and more to these un-
fortunate people. The report is a shocking
one. What steps are being taken to mini-
mise the trouble or get -rid of it.? Are these
people to go on giving their time to this
work of winning gold? Can we go on pro-
viding for them, as we must do if the num-
bers are increasing year by year, as thoey
appear to be increasing as a result of this
dread disease? I hope the Minister will
look into the question and try to have means
discovered of minimising the risk and thus
saving valuable lives.

The Premier: The difficulty is in the old
nines. The new mines, such as those at
Wiluna, will be better in this respect1 be-
cause of better ventilation. ,

The Minister for Mines: "Yes, and the
absence of dry boring.

R~on. Sir JAMES MI1TCHELL: I hope
the position will improve. Cannot the IAfln-
ister's advisers suggest some method of!
minimising the danger? If not, the posi-
tion must become more and more serious.
So far we have had only reports, which
have resulted in financial assistance to the
unfortunate men. We should consider what
can be done to improve matters. Since Kal-
goorlie was discovered the position has
altered somewhat, but it is terribly regret-
table that men cannot work in the wines
without the almost certainty of eventually
going under.

The Premier: if the eases are those of
men who have been mining for many years,
the position is not so had, since those men

worked under conditions of dry boring,
whereas now it is all wet boring.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: One can
live a long life at every other calling. If
this trouble overtakes a man in the early
years of his mining, the position is very bed
indeed.

The Premier: I fear arithing-. can mnake
mining a healthy occupation. Still we
ought to do all we can to mninimise the
trouble.

Hon. Sir JAMES MTTCHELL- We
ought to know that something is -being at-
tempted, even if at the moment nothing is.
being accomplished.

The Minister f or Mines: Presently regu-
lations will be introduced that will assist
the position to some little extent. We are
doing the best we can at present do.

iron. Sir JAMES MITCHEJLL: We
satisfied with saying that we do the best
we can; but that, unfortunately, is not
enough. I hope the best that can be done
by capable medical men is being done. Some-
thing ought to be done. I am not criticis-
ing the Minister for having made his state-
mient to the Chamber, since it was his duty
to make that statement to hon. members.
However, the report, had it been laid on
the Table, might have been read by mem-
bers beforehand.

The Minister for M1ines: The report is
absolutely correct.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 aim not
questioning that. I merely suggest that it
would have been better had members hail
the report before them. Then they might
have considered the percentages and other
factors that aire of importance in the dis-
cUssion. We must ask the Minister to see
thot all tHint ran he done with the means at
his disposal is done to minimise the truly
awful p.osition he has reported to-night.
As regards the mining iIndustry itself, one
never knows what -WilI resul1t from delving
into the ground. When one puts cabbage
.seeds into the rond, one expects cab-
bages to come up; but when sinking a shaft
one does not know whether one will strike
gold or strike granite. One can always be
hopeful as to the prospects of the mining
industry. The Minister said gold mining
had been a benefit to this State. Assuredly
it has, and it would be an immense advan-
tage to Western Australia were we now
turning out the gold we once produced. How-
ever, the decline continues year after year,
not much each year. T7 remember that when
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Mr. Scaddan was Minister for Mines, he
was held responsible by the then Opposition
for the declie in the gold yield. I shall. not
ask the Minister to accept responsibility for
that decline. ft would he ridiculous and dis-
honest to do so. The present Opposition will
not adopt such an attitude. Apparently the
unfortunate position of the mnining industry
cannot be helped.

Mr. Marshall: While the cost of produc-
tion mounts, the production of gold must
inevitably decline,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That ap-
plie to everything we do-even to the Acts
of Parliament -we pass here. Similarly with
regard to mining tools and requisites. Pros-
pectors like the member for Mount Mar-
garet-

Mr. Marshall: That bon. member never
prospected in his life, except for Paznic-
inentary honours.

Hon. Sir JAM1ES MTCHELL: I be-
lieve our prospectors are highly capable
They have found the outcrops. Nowadays
the work of the prospector is much more
difficult than it wvas in the early days of
the gold industry. In our enormnous nuni-
erolls area there must be undiseovered
gold. Notwithstanding the remarks of the
youthful member for Murchison, the Ol
prospetors wvere an extraordinary or won-
derfui ,et otT men. They' were certainly'
enterprising, courageous men of great e-
perience. I do not know that any other
country possessed such men, especially at
such a time when Australia needed them
most. We acknowledge our debt to them,
and on every possible occasion acknowledge
that which we owe to the miners generally
on the goldields.

Mr. Marshall: It is a great pity we have
not some of that type of men to-day.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is,
.and perhaps the electors of the goldfields
might send down as their political repre-
sentatives such men, if they can spare them!
We acknowledge with gratitude the 'yorlk
done an the fields, which is of benefit to the
whole of the people of Western Australia,
as well as to many in the Eastern States.
For that reason we may be pardoned for
indicating our regret at the report read by
the Minister. We say to him, as we hare
said on other occasions, that we are prepared
to foot whatever bill may be neessary to
enable the unfortunate men who suffer from
the effects of their work in the mines, to
live in some degree of comfort for the rest

of their days. I have seen some of tt
awfulness of death from miner's phthisi
and I do not want to see any more of
We should 4~e to it that we make the dq
dining days of those men reasonably %von
fortable.

The Premier: The State is doing its dut
by them now from the standpoint. Tb
unfortunate part of it is that legislatio
was neglected in the earlier years.

Hen. Sir JAMS MITCHELL: Ye
and we are entirely favourable to any pro
posal that will provide funds to brighte
the declining years of those men now. HaA
we been able to foresee this trouble w
could have levid a toll upon the industry

The Premier: And at a time when th
industry could well afford to pay it. The
is where we made the mistake.

Hon. Sir JAM4ES MITCHELL: It wa
while E150,000,000 worth of gold was heitil
taken from the mines that these unfortunat
men accumulated the trouible that we an
faced with now. The gold has gone an
the mines to-day ae producing so litti
that we cannot get much from them. Apar
from that there has been a change of owner
ship, and it would not be right for us t4
levy back charges. I do not know that w4
would be justified in levying charges on thi
present owners of the Great Boulder 'Mini
that should have been levied against earliei
owners.

The Premier: The industry could nol
carry the burden now.

Hon. Sir JAMTES 'fTTCHELL: No
but apart from that I do not think we could
impose the necessary charges on the preseni
owners. I

Mr. Marshall: It -would not ho right to
expect them to pay for the sins of others
who neglected to pass the necessary legis-
lation in days gone by.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That
is what I am trying to make clear to the
hen. member. We cannot impose ancient
sins upon modern times. I sin not satis-
fled with the report made by the Minister
regarding the leases grantedi in the Kim-
barley areas. That territory has been avail-
able for exploitation for more than 100
years, past, aind to-day' we are g-ranting con-
siderable areas under license for prospect-
ing purposes. Those licenses give the sole
right to the holders to prospect over exten-
sive areas and moreover they are granted
to a few people only. it does not seem
right that we shouild grant such leases over
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enormous ares to a few people, even though
it might lead to discoveries that otherwise
might not be made.

The Minister for Mines: The leases are
for 12 months only.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yea,
but the Minister knows full well that the
leasebolders go to considerable expense dur-
ing the first 12 months, and in those cir-
cumnstances. no Government at the end ot
that period would say to them, "We will do
nothing for you. We know -you have put
all the money you possess into this work
and now we intend to pass you over without
any further consideration." That could not
be done by any Government. I do not know
why we should grant such a monopoly to
these people; they could prospect up there
in perfect safety.

Hon. G. Taylor: But there would be no
inducement held out to them if that were
done.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: These
people are not confined to the four corners
of their own leases. They can go where
they please, but they have their special
leases.

Hon. 0. Taylor: They mnust employ four
men on each lease.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Your
men on 6,00o,00o acres! It would he some-
what difficult to find them without sending
out a search party.

The Minister for Mines: Is it not better
to have four men there than none at all?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, but
I suppose this territory has been available
for prospecting all through the ages. I think
the Minister should lay one of the special
licenses on the Table of the House so that
we might know what the conditions are. If
the discoverers are entitled to nothing more
than is provided under the Mines Regulation
Att, J cannot. understand the necessity for
the special licenses, because they will not
mean much to tha leasechoklers. If they de-
sire the licenses to shut off people from
searching on specified areas, that is not
enough. T thought they required the licenses
so that they could secure the whole of the
advantages, accruin- from any discoveries
they might make. From time to time the
Minister has told us that reports from Wil-

tha era perfectly satisfactory. That was
teinformation given to us before we con-

sented to the construction of the railway
line to that centre. I hope the Minister can

tell us that the reports continue to be satis-
factory.

Mr. Marshall:- You need have no doubt
about that.

Ron. Sir J AME 8 UTCHELL: it is to
Wiluna that we are looking now for a, re-
covery of the goldinining industry in the jaw.'
mediate future. The people of Western Aus-
tralia are hopeful that that centre will prove
of great assistance to the industry and to
the State.

The Minister for Mines: I think the Lake
View and Horseshoe amalgamation and also
the developments on the Perseverance will
mean a great deal to the people.

Hon. Sir JAMES MUTCHELL: I am:
glad to hear that.

The Premier: Prospects have not been
brighter in Kalgoorlie for years. I

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
glad to hear that interjection, too. I hope
the 'Minister -will make public, reports re-
garding- Wiluna. or any other field that alay
Conme under the observation of the depart-
mental officials. 1 do not know that there
is very much more I can say. The items,
of iourse, are very largely for salaries fixed
either by the Appeal Board or by the Public
Service Commissioner. There are some in-
creases in expenditure, but not anything very
considerable. I understand the detective
staff, dealing with gold stealing, are paid
for in part by the mining companieg. But

Ilistened the other day to the reply given
by the 3r buster for Police to the member
for Murehi900, and it ,-ecmcd to me pretty...4
clear that there has been some change lately
in that system.

The Minister for Mines: If so, I know
ntithin-1 of it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCIIELL: I should
like to know if the mines are -,till paying
'heir contribution towards fLy .jqt cu the
special police engaged in this work. I sup-
pose the Minister would know of it if there
had been any changes.

The Minister for Mines: - do not know
of any, so there'cannot have been any.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I- sup-
pose the Minister for Police would know.
He made the -reply to the member for Mur-
ehison the other day, and from that reply
I gathered there had been some change.

Mr. Marshall: I. can assure you the mines
are still contributing, as in th e days of the
inaug-uration of the systemn.. The Chamber
of Mines, Kalgoorlie, are still paying.
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Hon. G. Taylor: 116eW You atthcutlt to
inake that statement?

Ha sir JA3M MITCHEL:, I a
pleased to know that the outlook for Miningr
is brighter than it was, hut I Mn sorry to
hear the'report of the phtsical eases. On
the other hand, I am glad to know that we
are Joint the best we can to assist those
men fxanciafv to live, arid I cant only ex-
ptwss the hope that- we shali endeavour to
give some attention to the work of preven-
tibn, while seeking to make tie days of those
afficted. with the disease brighter and hap-
pier by every means in our, power. If we
had a report each year of the deaths due to
diseas e contracted inr this indlustry, 'wu might
have to consider whether it is not worth
while to cut out the enormous lows of life
now taking plaee.

Progress reported.

ffove adjourned as 10.24 p.m.

tegwlatlie Counctl,
Thursday, 241h October, 1929.

Bib:; Ea.vs. to, Inquire by Select Committee ..
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Dte Fris ct Amendment. 2L......
Lead Agents, orn. .. .. .. ..
Vtrmda Act Amendment, Cordn......... ...
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.3G
p.m., and read prayers.

mULL--RESERVEB.

To Inqaeire by Select Coamiltee.

NON A. LOVDSKI {Metropolitanw
[4.34]j: I move-

That a select counaittee, consisting of the
Hans. 11. A. Mtephr'nsnu, I1% .Sedda'n, C. F. Ba-
tar, It a: Gray1, aal th- mover, be appointed
to. ftke evidence and report upon the proposals
is lMs P of tihe Roeren ill, the- emedtuteff
t&. haze power to send for persons, papers and
records,~ and repor( on Thursday, the 31st Oeto-
ber.

Meanben will observe that Clann 7lof the
Be~rv Bill nowr before us is a Mat& fix-
traordinary one. it involves quite a now
principle which, if n~ot adeqntlp info-
guarded,' may in the futare lad to mis-
chievous consequences. The Bill pnwmides
for the transfer to a local authority ci smn
14V2 acres of "A"l clam reserves in fee Sink-
pie, with power of sale subject to payment
of the proceeds of a. debt due to the Gov'-
erment. I cannot vouch for the- facts or
reasons which have induced the Government
to permnit the passage of so extraordinary
a Dill. I find on inquiry that the member
of another place representing the constitu-
ency in which the local authority is coin-
prised had no knowledge of the provisions
of the Bill before it was introduced. I
understand also that the members repre-
setting in this House the province cover-
iiff the locus of the particular local author-
ity have been ignorant of what is propose.
En these circumstances it is a proper func-
tion of this House to satisfy itself that
there are special circumstances which de-
manid the passage of such extraordinary leg-
islation. I therefore propose that a select
committee be appointed to investigate. the
subject and report to the, House. Under
the Standing Orders I have to nominate
the committee. I have endeavoured to in-
clude in its personnel members representing
every section of the House- If, however,
members are not satisfied with the names
I suggest, ib is quite open to them to call
for a ballot. For myself I go to the comn-
mittee with quite an open mind and shall
be guided in my judgment by the factsr that
are ascertained.

THE CEE SECRETARY (Hion. J. M.

Drew-Central) (4.37] 1 have no objec-
tion to the appointment of a select coin-
mittee.

HON. R. H. GRAY (West) [4.38]: 1
should be lacking in my duty if r did not
rise to challenge the remarks made by Mr.
Lovehin because, rightly or wrongly, he has,
placed before the Eo'ise a. viewpoint which
on investigation is proved to be absoilutely
wrong. The res. rve in question together
with the scheme involved has occupied the-
attention of different Governments during
the last nine yesirs. If the members for
the district arc not acquainted with the
proposal, I cannot understand it, because
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