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PEEL-HARVEY CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT BILL 2014 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM (E82) 

(Introduced by Mr C. Tallentire, MLA) 

 

Introduction 

The purpose of the Bill is to establish governance arrangements that will protect the 
environmental health of the Peel-Harvey Catchment and its estuary so that this 
exceptional environmental asset can be enjoyed for generations to come. 

 

Part I 

Includes preliminary provisions relating to terms used, commencement and the 
objects of the Bill 

 

Part II 

Sets out the method for determining and amending the boundaries for the two 
relevant areas to which the act applies, ie: 

 The Catchment Area: the area included in environmental quality targets and 
subject to the functions and powers of the Peel-Harvey Catchment Trust 
(such as monitoring, reporting and the provision of estuary protection notices). 
 

 The Development Control Area: the area in which any development is 
subject to strict compliance with a new approvals process. 

 

Part III 

Provides for the creation of a new statutory body called the Peel-Harvey Catchment 
Trust. The trust is provided with relevant powers and functions to oversee the 
management of the Catchment Area and report regularly to the Minister. 

The constitution of the new Trust is set out Schedule 4 of the Bill. 

 

Part IV 

Sets out the process for regulations to prescribe targets for the Estuary and the 
Catchment Area. 
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Provides for the creation of an estuary protection strategy involving all stakeholders 
and bodies. 

 

Part V 

Provides a new and integrated approvals process involving the relevant local 
governments; approval from the minister or Trust and strict adherence to State 
Planning Policy No.21 and other relevant planning policies. 

 

Part VI 

Provides for the Trust to issue estuary protection notices to owners of land within the 
catchment area in order to ensure compliance with reasonable requests for the 
benefit and protection of the estuary. 

 

Parts VII and VIII 

Provide for the investigation and enforcement (Part VII) of provisions contained 
within the Bill and for legal proceedings (Part VIII) resulting from Part VII. 

 

Part IX 

Provides for the creation of a foundation to engage the public interest and raise 
money for the activities of the Peel-Harvey Catchment Trust. 


