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    Parental Support and Responsibility Bill 2005 
 
 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 
 

General 
 
This Bill is for an Act to provide for responsible parenting agreements and responsible 
parenting orders, to provide for information sharing between government agencies, that 
makes consequential amendments to the Children’s Court of Western Australia Act 1988, 
and to the Young Offenders Act, 1994 and provides for related purposes.  
 

Clause Notes 
 
Clause 1: Short title 

This clause cites the short title of the Act as the Parental Support and  
           Responsibility Act 2004. 

 
Clause 2: Commencement 

This clause makes provision for the commencement of the Act on a date or 
dates to be set by proclamation. 
 

 
Clause 3 Terms used in this Act 

Clause 3 defines the terms used in the Bill. 
 
 Of particular note are the following terms: 
 

 “authorised officer” means a public service officer designated by the CEO 
of either the Department for Community Development, the Department of 
Education and Training, the Department of Justice, or the Department 
principally assisting in the administration of the Act (the Department of the 
Premier and Cabinet in the first instance) under section 34 of this Bill, as 
having the authority to enter into a responsible parenting agreement with a 
parent in respect of a child of the parent.  
 
“CEO (Community Development)” means the chief executive officer of the 
department principally assisting in the administration of the Community 
Services Act 1972; 
“CEO (Education)” means the chief executive officer of the department 
principally assisting in the administration of the School Education Act 1999; 
“CEO (Justice)” means the chief executive officer of the department 
principally assisting in the administration of the Young Offenders Act 1994; 
These departments are the three agencies which may make application to 
the court in relation to responsible parenting orders. 
 
“child”  means a person who is under 15 years of age; 
 
“Court” means the Children’s Court; 
“department” means a department of the Public Service; 
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“Full Court” has the meaning given to that term in section 4(1) of the 
Supreme Court Act 1935; 
“government agency” means — 
(a) a department; 
(b) a State agency or instrumentality; or 
(c) a body (whether incorporated or not) or the holder of an office, post or  
     position, established or continued by or under a written law for a public  
     purpose; 
“information sharing agency” means — 
(a) the department principally assisting in the administration of this Act; 
(b) the department principally assisting in the administration of the     
     Community Services Act 1972;  
(c) the Disability Services Commission continued under section 6 of the  
     Disability Services Act 1993; 
(d) the department principally assisting in the administration of the Health Act  
      1911; 
(e) the department principally assisting in the administration of the  
     Housing Act 1980; 
(f)  the State Housing Commission continued by section 6 of the Housing  
      Act 1980; 
(g)  the department principally assisting in the administration of the Police Act  
     1892;  
(h) the department principally assisting in the administration of the School  
     Education Act 1999; 
(i)  the department principally assisting in the administration of the Young    
     Offenders Act 1994; 
(j)  the Police Force;  
(k) a government agency prescribed in the regulations for the purposes of  
     this definition; 
 “interim responsible parenting order”, means an interim order made 
under section 14; 
“parent”, in relation to a child, means a person who at law has responsibility 
for – 

(a) the long-term care, welfare and development of the child; or 
(b) the day-to-day care, welfare and development of the child; 
 
“responsible parenting agreement” means an agreement described in 
section10; 
“responsible parenting order” means an order made under section 13; 
“school” has the meaning given to that term in section 4  of the School 
Education Act 1999. 

 
Clause 4: Relationship of this Act to the performance of other functions 

Clause 4 provides that nothing in this Act will limit the functions of a person, 
government agency or court from carrying out their obligations and 
associated activities which are performed apart from this Act. 
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Part 2 — Objects and principles 
 
Clause 5: Objects 

Clause 5 sets out the objects or purposes of the Bill. These are: 
 
a) to acknowledge and support the primary role of parents in safeguarding and promoting 

the wellbeing of children; and 
 

b) to reinforce and support the role and responsibility of parents to exercise appropriate 
control over the behaviour of their children. 

 
 
Clause 6: Principle that best interests of child paramount 

The overriding principle of the Bill is that the best interests of the child are 
paramount. In performing a function or exercising a power under the Bill in 
relation to a child, a person or the Court must regard this principle as the 
paramount consideration. 
 

Clause 7: Principle of cooperation between government agencies 
Clause 7 provides that rather than working in isolation or ignorance of each 
other, government agencies will work together collaboratively and 
cooperatively sharing information and lending effective assistance to give 
parents the best chance of: 

 safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of their children; 
 exercising appropriate control over the behaviour of their children; and 
 complying with any responsible parenting agreement they may enter 

into or any responsible parenting order directed towards them. 
 

Clause 8: Principle of cultural and religious sensitivity 
Clause 8 requires that in performing a function or exercising a power under 
this Act in relation to a family, a person or the Court must endeavour to do so 
in a way that is appropriate to the cultural and religious circumstances of  the 
family. 

 
Part 3 – Information sharing between government agencies 
 
Clause 9: Information sharing between government agencies 

The purpose of this clause is to remove impediments to the sharing of 
relevant information for the purposes of the operations of the legislation. 
 
Clause 9 permits disclosures of relevant information between government 
agencies and service agencies contracted to government, as defined in this 
Bill.  
 
Subclause (2) provides that only authorised officers, those designated as 
authorised officers by either the CEO of the Department of Community 
Development, Education and Training or Justice and the Department 
principally assisting in the administration of the Act may make requests for 
relevant information from other government agencies or from a service 
agency. 
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Further provision is made under subclause (3) that information may be 
disclosed, in compliance with a request under subclause (2), despite any law 
of the State relating to secrecy or confidentiality.  
 
Subclause (4) provides that compliance with a request for relevant 
information will not incur civil or criminal liability, be regarded as a breach of 
any duty of confidentiality or as a breach of professional ethics, standards or 
as unprofessional conduct. 
 
Subclause (5) requires that guidelines in relation to information sharing 
procedures and requirements will be issued by the department principally 
assisting in the administration of the Act.   
 
Subclause (6) requires that the department principally assisting in the 
administration of the Act issue regulations to deal with, amongst other things 
the receiving and storing of information disclosed under this section; and 
restricting access to such information. 

 
Subclause (7) provides definitions used in this part of the Bill as follows: 
 
“guidelines”, means guidelines issued under subsection (5) 
 
“service agency” means a person or body that has provided counselling or 
courses to a parent under a responsible parenting agreement or responsible 
parenting order. 

 
 

Part 4 — Responsible parenting agreements 
 
Clause 10: Responsible parenting agreements 

The Bill sets out a scheme which will require that agencies endeavour to 
obtain the voluntary engagement of a parent or parents in addressing issues 
of their parental responsibility, prior to bringing an application for a 
responsible parenting order.  Parents would be supported in working to 
better manage their child’s behaviour.  
 
A signed responsible parenting agreement is the formal instrument proposed 
within the Bill.  
 
A responsible parenting order is the next stage in requiring and obtaining 
parental compliance in addressing how they will manage their child’s 
behaviour. 
 
Subclause (1) provides that an officer authorised for the purpose, may enter 
into a responsible parenting agreement with a parent in relation to a child of 
the parent.  
 
Subclause (2) sets out matters which may be in a responsible parenting 
agreement  
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Subclause (3) provides that an agreement can be made with both  parents of 
a child. Where the behaviour of several children from the same family has 
come to the attention of an agency or agencies and parenting is relevant to 
the behaviour then a responsible parenting agreement may be made in 
respect of more than one child of the parent or parents.  

 
Subclause (4) requires that a responsible parenting agreement should be set  
out in writing, detailing the period it covers and be signed by the authorised 
officer and the parent(s). 
 
Subclause (5) says that a responsible parenting agreement does not create 
obligations on the parents that are enforceable by law. However, it is 
intended that an agreement may form part of the evidence put before the 
Court should a responsible parenting order be sought at a future point. 

 
Clause 11: No liability for failing to comply with responsible parenting agreements 

Clause 11 provides that if the terms of a responsible parenting agreement 
are not met there is no liability on the State, a Minister of the State, a 
government agency or an official such as the CEO or an employee of an 
agency for that failure to comply.  

 
 
Part 5 — Responsible parenting orders 
 
Division 1 — Orders 
 
Clause 12:    Application for a responsible parenting order 

Clause 12 establishes procedural arrangements for the making of 
applications of a responsible parenting order. 
 
Subclause 12(1) limits the power to make an application for a responsible 
parenting order to the CEO’s of Community Development, Education or 
Justice. 
 
Subclause 12(2) states that when an application is lodged the Court must fix 
the day, time and place for the Court to first deal with the application. 
 
Subclause 12(3) provides that, as soon as practicable after an application is 
lodged, the applicant must give a copy of it to the parent and to any other 
person considered by the applicant to have a direct and significant interest in 
the well-being of the child. 
 
Subclause 12(4) states that each copy of an application given under 
subclause 12(3) must be accompanied by notice of the first listing date. 
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Clause 13: Court may make responsible parenting orders 
The Bill sets out a scheme which will require that agencies endeavour to 
obtain the voluntary engagement of a parent or parents in addressing issues 
of their parental responsibility, prior to bringing an application for a 
responsible parenting order.  Parents would be supported in working to 
better manage their child’s behaviour.  
 
A signed responsible parenting agreement is the formal instrument proposed 
within the Bill.  
 
A responsible parenting order is the next stage in requiring and obtaining 
parental compliance in addressing how they will manage their child’s 
behaviour. 
 
Subclause (1) provides that on application the Court may make a responsible 
parenting order.  
 
Subclause (2) describes what a responsible parenting order may require the 
parent to do.  
 
Subclause (3) provides for the option of a residential program if the Court is 
satisfied that it is likely to be more effective and if any disruption to the family 
of the child is justifiable in the circumstances. 
 
Subclause (4) provides flexibility to the Court to make an order other than 
that sought.  The policy consideration underlying this provision is that new 
information may come to light since the application was first made, or 
circumstances may have changed.  
 

Clause 14: Court may make interim responsible parenting orders 
Subclause (1) allows the Court on application to make an interim responsible 
parenting order ahead of a full hearing of the matter. 
 
Subclause (2) describes what a parent may be required to do as part of an 
interim order. 
 
Subclause (3) provides that the Court must not make an interim responsible 
parenting order unless satisfied that the parent has received notice of the 
application for an interim order. 
 
Subclause (4) says the term of an interim order will be set within it; and also 
provides that an interim order may, with the leave of the Court, be made in 
the absence of the parent or without hearing the parent.  This subclause also 
states that an interim order may be revoked by either the Court or on 
application from a party to the interim order,  
 
Subclause (5) provides certain conditions under which the interim order will 
cease to be in force. 
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Subclause (6) provides that the Court may make the order sought in 
application or make another order. 

 
Clause 15: No order principle 

Clause 15 requires that the Court consider whether the best interests of the 
child will be served by making an order. It is intended that the Court should 
weigh the benefit to the child of an order being made or not made. If satisfied 
that not making the order would actually be better for the child, it is intended 
that the Court should not make an order. 
 

Clause 16:  Assistance government agencies will provide 
Subclause (1) requires that an application for an order be accompanied by a 
statement that sets out the type of support available for the parent (i.e. 
counselling, groups or courses etc.); and the assistance which will be 
provided to parents to enable them to meet the terms of the order (transport, 
child care etc.). 
 
Subclause (2) provides that a copy of the statement, as amended in the 
proceedings, will be given to the parent. 
 

Clause 17: Grounds for a responsible parenting order 
The purpose of Clause 17 is to ensure the Court does not make an order 
without being satisfied of at least one of the following grounds: 
 
(a) the child has been found guilty of an offence; 
 
(b) a matter, in respect of an offence committed by the child, has been  
     referred to a juvenile justice team under the Young Offenders Act 1994;  
 
(c) the child is engaging in, or has engaged in, behaviour likely — 
(i) to cause harm to the child or other persons; 
(ii) to harass or intimidate other persons (other than those of the child’s 

household); or  
(iii) to cause damage to property,  

 
and that behaviour is part of a pattern of behaviour or is of itself, of a kind 
that is sufficiently serious to warrant the Court making an order; 
 
(d) a School Attendance Panel has recommended, under section 40 of the  
     School Education Act 1999, that an application for a responsible  
      parenting order be made in respect of the child; or 
 
(e) a School Disciplinary Advisory Panel or a Disability Advisory Panel has  
     recommended, under section 92(3) of the School Education Act 1999,  
     that an application for a responsible parenting order be made in respect of  
     the child. 
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Clause 18: Matters the Court must be satisfied of and take into account before making a 
responsible parenting order 

Clause 18 (I) sets out the matters about which the Court must be satisfied 
before making an order.   
 
Subclause (2) sets out those matters which the Court must take into account 
in deciding whether to make an order and it’s content.   
 
The policy consideration underpinning this subclause is to provide that the 
Court can seek background information to the application, including on 
efforts made by agencies to work on a voluntary basis with the parent/s; and 
on efforts made by parents themselves to manage the behaviour of their 
child or to meet the terms of a responsible parenting agreement.  
 
In all of this the best interests of the child remain the paramount 
consideration. 
 
 

Clause 19: Duration of Orders 
Clause 19 provides the time frames for responsible parenting orders: an 
order commences on the day it is made by the Court  for the period specified 
in the order, and may not be for a period longer than 12 months.   
 
Subclause (2) identifies circumstances where the order will cease to be in 
force. If a child reaches 15 years of age, while an order is in place, the order 
would cease to be in force. 
 
Where an investigation of child maltreatment finds the child is at significant 
risk of physical, mental and or emotional harm or neglect and the child 
becomes the subject of an order under section 30 of the Child Welfare Act 
1947 the responsible parenting order would cease to be in force. 
 
In the event that the Court revokes a responsible parenting order it ceases to 
be in force. 
 

Clause 20: Complying with responsible parenting orders 
Subclause (1) deals with the consequences for a parent who does not 
comply with a responsible parenting order. Such a parent commits an 
offence which carries a maximum penalty of a fine of $2,000 
 
Subclause (2) provides that prosecution for a breach may only be pursued 
where the CEO of the agency that originally applied for the order gives his or 
her approval.   
 
Subclause (3) provides that a CEO of an agency must be satisfied that all 
reasonable efforts to assist and encourage the parent to comply have failed 
prior to approving a prosecution. 
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Subclause (4) sets limitations on proceedings for an offence of “failing to 
comply with a responsible parenting order”. A prosecution cannot be brought 
more than 6 months after expiry date of the order.   
 
Subclause (5) sets out the ways in which the Court may deal with a 
responsible parenting order that is still in force when sentencing a person for 
“failing to comply with a responsible parenting order”. 

Subclause (6) provides that when the Court is sentencing a person who has 
been convicted of “failing to comply with a responsible parenting order” it will 
hear and determine the complaint(s) as it would hear and determine 
complaints alleging an offence under section 131 (1) of the Sentencing Act 
1995. 

Division 2 — Review and appeal 
 

Clause 21: Terms used in Division 
Clause 19 defines the terms used in Division 2  
 

Clause 22: Variation or revocation of orders 
Subclause (1) provides that a party to the initial proceedings can make 
application  to the Court to vary or revoke a responsible parenting order.    
  
Subclause (2) permits the Court to confirm; vary or revoke the order.  The 
Court must be satisfied that there are sufficient grounds for doing so and that 
it is in the best interests of the child to do so. 
 
Subclause (3) provides that sufficient grounds include the ground that 
complying with the order would be unreasonable on the parent or family or 
not in the best interests of the child, whether or not the circumstances of the 
parent or child have changed. 

 
Clause 23: Review by President of certain decisions 

Clause 23 allows for review by the President of the Children’s Court of 
decisions by the court in relation to the confirming, varying or revoking of a 
responsible parenting order.   
 

Clause 24: Appeals 
Clause 24 provides for appeals against decisions by the Court in relation to a 
responsible parenting order. 
 
Subclause (1) provides that an appeal of a decision by a Judge of the 
Children’s Court lies to the Full Court of the Supreme Court of Western 
Australia.  A decision includes a decision of the President when reviewing 
under clause 23. 
 
Subclause (2) provides that an application for an appeal under subclause (1) 
may be made by a party to the initial proceedings for the responsible 
parenting order.  
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Subclause (3) requires that an appeal under subclause (1) must be 
commenced and conducted in accordance with the rules of the Supreme 
Court. 
 
Subclause (4) states that an appeal cannot be commenced later than 21 
days after the date of the decision unless the Full Court orders otherwise. 
 
Subclause (5) means that an appellant must seek the agreement of the Full 
Court on each ground for appeal. 
 
Subclause (6) provides that the Full Court may either: confirm, vary or set 
aside the previous Judge’s decision or it may make any decision that the 
previous Judge could have made.  If the Full Court sets aside the previous 
Judge’s decision, it may order the matter, the application for a responsible 
parenting order, be dealt with again. 
 

Division 3 — Procedural matters  
 

Clause 25:  Proceedings for or in respect of a responsible parenting order 
In this Division the term “proceedings for or in respect of a responsible 
parenting order” means proceedings for the making or reconsideration of a 
responsible parenting order.  

 
Clause 26: Parties to the proceedings 

This clause lists parties to proceedings for a responsible parenting order. 
They are the parent to whom the order is to be directed and the CEO making 
the application. 
 

Clause 27:  General conduct of proceedings for or in respect of a responsible parenting 
order 

This clause requires proceedings for a responsible parenting order to be 
conducted as informally as possible, having sensitivity to a child’s ability to 
understand, and as expeditiously as possible. 
 

Clause 28:  Persons other than parties who may be heard 
Subclause (1) provides that the Court may hear from the child by way of a 
report rather than requiring the child to give evidence in open court.   
 
Subclause (2) states that the child may be heard in person if the Court is 
satisfied that the child is unlikely to suffer emotional trauma or be intimidated 
or distressed. 
 
Subclause (3) provides that the Court may on application or on its own 
initiative hear any other person considered by the Court to have a direct and 
significant interest in the wellbeing of the child. 
 

Clause 29:  Legal representation of the child 
Clause 29 sets out the process by which the child will be represented. 

 
Clause 30: Presence of child in Court 
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This clause provides for the child’s participation in the proceedings. 
 

Clause 31: Court not bound by rules of evidence 
This clause provides that the Court is not bound by rules of evidence and 
may inform itself on it matter it considers appropriate. 

 
Clause 32: Evidence of children 

This clause is a further protection for the child consistent with clauses 27 and 
29 above.  It outlines the conditions of which the Court must be satisfied,  
before giving leave for a child to be compelled to give evidence to the Court 
or be cross-examined.  Such leave can be withdrawn at any time. 
 

Clause 33: No award for costs 
This clause provides that the Court cannot make an order for costs in relation 
to proceedings for or in respect of a responsible parenting order. 
 
Part 6 — Miscellaneous 
 

Clause 34: Authorised officers 
This clause deals with the authorisation of certain government agency 
officers.  Each of the CEOs of the Departments for Community Development, 
Education and Training, Justice and “the department principally assisting in 
the administration of this Act” which will be the department of the Premier 
and Cabinet in the first instance, may designate a public service officer of 
their department as an authorised officer for the purposes of the provision or 
provisions of this Act as specified in the designation. 
 

Clause 35: Modified operation of the Fines, Penalties and Infringement 
Notices Enforcement Act 1994  

This clause relates to the maximum penalty of a $2000 fine for non-
compliance with a responsible parenting order. 
 
Subclause (1) modifies the Fines, Penalties and Infringement Notices 
Enforcement Act 1994  in relation to a fine imposed on a person for failing to 
comply with a responsible parenting order as in Section 18(1). 
 
Subclauses (2) and (3) provide that the provisions of the Fines, Penalties 
and Infringement Notices Enforcement Act 1994  allowing for suspension of 
a motor vehicle licence (and notice of an intention to suspend) will not apply 
in relation to a person who is the subject of a fine under this legislation. 

 
However subclause (4) provides that a warrant of execution may be issued 
for the seizure of non-essential property (s45 of the Fines, Penalties and 
Infringement Notices Enforcement Act 1994) belonging to the person who is 
fined, but not before 28 days have elapsed since the fine was registered 
under that Act. 
 
Subclause (5) states that s47A of the Fines, Penalties and Infringement 
Notices Enforcement Act 1994 applies as if the provisions relating to vehicle 
licences and to driver’s licences do not apply. 
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Subclause (6) provides that a warrant of commitment under s53 of the Fines, 
Penalties and Infringement Notices Enforcement Act 1994 cannot be issued 
in respect of the person who has been fined for failing to comply with a 
responsible parenting order. The consequences of this are that a parent will 
not be sent to prison for defaulting on the payment of a fine for non 
compliance with a responsible parenting order alone. 
 

Clause 36: Confidentiality of information 
This clause provides express controls over the use of information obtained in the 
performance of duties under this legislation, and establishes a penalty of 
$12,000 and imprisonment for one year for a breach of these provisions. 
 
Subsection (1) states that a person who is or has been engaged in the 
performance of functions under this Act must not, directly or indirectly, record, 
disclose or make use of information obtained in the course of duty, except for 
the purpose of, or in connection with performing functions under the Act; for the 
purpose of the investigation of an offence under the Act, or proceedings for an 
offence; for the purposes of proceedings to seek a responsible parenting order; 
as required or allowed by law; with the written consent of the Minister or the 
individual concerned; or in prescribed circumstances. 
 
Subsection (2) provides that subsection (1) is not be taken to prevent disclosure 
of statistical or other information that will not identify individuals. 
 
Subsection (3) allows for the disclosed information to be recorded and used for 
the purposes of the initial disclosure. 

 
Clause 37:  Evaluation of operations under the Act 

This clause provides for the proper conduct of an evaluation of the operations of 
the Act.  
 
Subsection (1) provides that the CEO of the agency responsible for the 
administration of the Act may appoint a person or body to evaluate operations 
under the Act, and to report to the CEO.  
 
Subsection (2) provides that the CEO must give a copy of any evaluation report 
to the Minister and may publish such reports (in an manner which does not 
identify individuals) 
 
Subsection (3) and (4) allow authorised officers of information sharing agencies 
to disclose information, in accordance with guidelines, for the purposes of an 
evaluation, other than in a form which would identify individuals. 
 
Subsection (5) provides that information disclosed in good faith under 
Subsection (3) will not incur civil or criminal liability, be regarded as a breach 
of any duty of confidentiality or as a breach of professional ethics, standards 
or as unprofessional conduct.  
 
Subsection (6) states that the CEO must issue guidelines as to the 
disclosure of information under subsection (3). 
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Clause 38:  Annual review of operations under the Act 
Clause 36 provides that the annual report on the Department of the Premier 
and Cabinet, as the Department principally assisting in the administration of 
the Act in the first instance, will, in accordance with the Financial 
Administration and Audit Act 1985, include a report on the operations carried 
out under the Act during the financial year to which the annual report relates. 
Note s62 of the Financial Administration and Audit Act 1985 is being 
replaced and this will ensure the future relevance of this Bill when it becomes 
an Act.  
 
Subclause (2) explains that the annual report will cover all of the operations 
carried out under this Act, whether or not carried out by an officer of the 
Department.  The report will also provide for the inclusion of an assessment 
of the extent to which the operations have complied with the objects of this 
Act and principles set out in it. 
 
Subclause (3) states that the report will be reviewed by a person appointed 
by the Minister and the person’s findings and recommendations will be 
included in the annual report. 
 
Subclause (4) defines “Department” as meaning the department principally 
assisting in the administration of this Act. 
 

Clause 39: Review of Act  
Clause 37 provides for the review of the Parental Support and Responsibility 
Act. 
 
Subclause (1) provides that the Minister will carry out a review of the 
operation and effectiveness of this Act as soon as is practicable after the fifth 
anniversary of its commencement and the expiry of each 5 yearly interval 
after that anniversary. 
 
Subclause (2) requires the Minister to prepare a report based on the review 
and, not more than 12 months after the relevant anniversary, laid before 
each House of Parliament. 
 

Clause 40: Regulations  
Clause 38 states that the Governor may make regulations laying down all 
matters that are required or permitted by this Act to be rules, or are 
necessary or convenient to be directions that ensure the purposes of this Act 
are carried out. 
 
Part 7 — Consequential amendments 
 
Division 1 — Amendments to the Children’s Court of Western 
Australia Act 1988 
 

Clause 41: The Children’s Court of Western Australia Act 1988 amended 
This clause sets out the amendments to the Children’s Court of Western 
Australia Act 1988.  It amends Section 20, which sets out the exclusive civil 
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jurisdiction of the Children’s Court, to include the making of responsible 
parenting orders within the exclusive jurisdiction of the Children’s Court.  
 
 After section 23 a new section 24 is inserted.  It gives the Children’s Court 
exclusive jurisdiction to deal with parents who do not comply with a 
responsible parenting order.  
 
The Court also has exclusive jurisdiction to deal with parents who have 
breached a conditional release order or a community based order imposed 
by the Court when sentencing a person who has been convicted of non 
compliance with a responsible parenting order. 
 
If the parent, who fails to comply with a responsible parenting order, is under 
the age of 18 then they will be dealt with in accordance with section 19 of the 
Children’s Court Act of Western Australia 1988. 
 
Subclause (4) amends 36 (1) (a) of the Children’s Court Act of Western 
Australia 1988, to make sure that the non disclosure rules that apply to a 
child appearing in the Children’s Court are extended to include a child in 
respect of whom a responsible parenting order is made. 
 
Subclause (5) makes minor changes as a result of the insertion of clause 24 
of the Children’s Court Act of Western Australia 1988. 
 
Division 2— Amendment of the Young Offenders Act 1994 
 

Clause 42: The Young Offenders Act 1994 amended 
This clause sets out amendments to section 15A of the Young Offenders Act 
1994. Section 15A relates to the disclosure of personal information relating to 
young offenders, for the purposes of the Parental Support and Responsibility 
Act 2005. 
 
After section 15A(3), three new subsections are included in the Young 
Offenders Act 1994.   
 
Subsection (3a) provides that on the request of an authorised officer, the 
chief executive officer of the Department of Justice is to provide information 
relating to a young offender for the purposes of proceedings for a 
responsible parenting order; or to a person or body appointed under section 
37 of the Parental Support and Responsibility Act 2005. 
 
Subsection (3b) provides that information provided to a person or body 
appointed under section 37 of the Parental Support and Responsibility Act 
2005 must be in a form that would not reveal the identity of the individual 
concerned. 
 
Subsection (3c) provides definitions relevant to the amendment. 

 
 
 



 15

Division 3— Amendment of this Act 
 

Clause 43:  Amendments consequential upon the commencement of the Children and 
Community Services Act 2004  

This clause is to take account of the changes in this Act which will be 
necessary once the Children and Community Services Act 2004 is in effect.  
 

 


