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PETROLEUM LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2017

I refer to your letter dated 21 June 2017 on the subject of the Petroleum Legislation
Amendment Bill 2017 (the  Bill ) which was referred to the Standing Committee on
Uniform Legislation and Statutes Review (the  Committee ) by the Legislative Council on
14 June 2017.

Please see the following responses on the questions of the commencement provision in
Clause 2 of the Bill and the lack of a review clause:

1.1 Please advise the Committee why the commencement date or dates were
not stipulated for Parts 2 and 3 of the Bill?

Commencement by proclamation was stipulated so that the commencement of
the State provisions could be linked with the commencement of the
related Commonwealth provisions. With the passage of the Offshore Petroleum
and Greenhouse Gas Storage Amendment (Petroleum Pools and Other
Measures) Bill 2017 in February this year, this is no longer a consideration.
Therefore commencement the day after Royal Assent would be acceptable.

1.2 How soon after the passage of the Bill through both Houses of Parliament
do you anticipate the Bill will be proclaimed?

Proclamation would be sought at the earliest meeting of the Executive Council
following passage of the Bill.

1.3 Are there any plans to undertake a review of the operation of the
amendments effected by the Bill?

Whilst there are no plans to undertake a review of the amendments effected by
the Bill, the Department of Mines and Petroleum (the ‘Department’) has
commenced a major legislative reform project titled the ‘Petroleum 2020’ project.
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The aims of this project are to modernise and streamline the State s petroleum
and geothermal legislation. The project name  Petroleum 2020  is a two-fold
description signifying the anticipated completion time for this long-term project and
also to recognise the expected  ision’ for petroleum legislation to be clearer and
more sharply focused for users and readers.

The primary focus of the Petroleum 2020 project will be to amalgamate the current
three main Petroleum Acts and the two Registration Fees Acts into a single
common  Petroleum Act  to cover all petroleum and geothermal operations
conducted in Western Australia out to the Commonwealth/State boundary. This
will also include specific initiatives to streamline and modernise petroleum
legislation to better reflect the developments in the petroleum industry that have
occurred since the commencement of the three main Petroleum Acts.

During the life of the project all sections of the three main petroleum acts will be
reviewed as part of the amalgamation process to assess their relevance in the
new petroleum legislation.

1.4 What are your views on the possibility of the Bill being amended to include
provisions in the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Act 1982 and the Petroleum
and Geothermal Energy Resources Act 1967 for a review of the operation of
the amendments effected by the Bill?

The Bill is for an amending Act rather than a stand-alone Act. The amendments
are to a number of provisions throughout the relevant Acts rather than stand-alone
provisions or parts. It would be difficult to undertake a review of the operation of
the amendments in isolation. Given the wider review of petroleum legislation that
is being undertaken as outlined in the response to 1.3, the Department is of the
view that a specific review provision is not required.

Yours sincerely

Hon Bill Johnston MLA
Minister for Mines and Petroleum; Commerce and Industrial Relations;
Electoral Affairs; Asian Engagement
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