
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

ANSWERS TO 2020-21 BUGGET ESTIMATES AND 2019-20 ANNUAL REPORT - QUESTIONS
PRIOR TO HEARING (ROUND 2)

Electricity Generation and Retail Corporation (Synergy)
Hon Tim Clifford MLC asked:

1) How many smart meters are in total installed on the South West Interconnected System:
Answer: Refer to Western Power.

a) Of these, how many are connected to household battery storage?
Answer: Refer to Western Power

2) I refer to Synergy s oil, coal and gas energy generation assets:

a) How much energy did these assets contribute to the South West Interconnected System in
2019-20 financial year? Please provide a breakdown per asset?
Answer: This information is publicly available on the Australian Energy Market Operator s
website.

ENERGY SOURCE SYNERGY ASSET ENERGY SENT OUT (GWh)
Coal MUJA POWER STATION 3600.1

Coal COLLIE POWER STATION 873.1
Gas KWINANA POWER STATION 795.6

Gas COCKBURN POWER STATION 209.2
Gas PINJAR POWER STATION 493.3

Gas MUNGARRA POWER STATION 8.5

Gas WEST KALGOORLIE POWER STATION 3.0

3) I refer to Synergy's renewable energy generation assets:

a) How much energy did these assets contribute to the South West Interconnected System in
2019-20 financial year? Please provide a breakdown per asset?
Answer:

ENERGY SOURCE SYNERGY ASSET ENERGY SENT OUT (GWh)
Wind KALBARRI WIND FARM 2.9

Wind BREMER BAY WIND FARM 1.7

Synergy also sources renewable energy through power purchase agreements with other
generators:

ENERGY SOURCE SYNERGY ASSET ENERGY SENT OUT (GWh)
Wind COLLGAR WIND FARM 654
Wind EMU DOWNS WIND FARM 289
Wind ALBANY WIND FARM 55
Wind GRASMERE WIND FARM 40
Waste recovery HENDERSON RENEWABLE 12
Wind MOUNT BARKER WIND FARM 7
Wind DENMARK COMMUNITY WIND FARM 5



Synergy also purchased 939.15 GWh of solar energy from households in the South West
Interconnected System pursuant to its obligations under the Renewable Energy Buyback and Feed
in Tariff Schemes.

4) What indicators will Synergy use to measure the success of the Community Energy Exchange pilot

project:
Answer: The Community Exchange pilot project is now known as the Schools Virtual Power Plant
(VPP) pilot. It will test how a VPP can help a school to better understand and manage its energy
consumption, as well as make the electricity grid more stable and reliable.

a) If deemed successful, will Synergy consider expanding the project?
Answer: Yes.

5) What is the average renewable energy, and average storage, capacity of Synergy s stand alone

power systems:
Answer: Refer to Western Power.

a) In the past financial year, on average, how many times were the back-up diesel generators of

Synergy s stand alone power systems used?
Answer: Refer to Western Power.

6) What renewable energy projects are proposed for the South West Interconnected System:
Answer: Refer to Energy Policy Western Australia.

a) Please provide a breakdown of each project name, type, proponents, total cost, State
Government contribution, and estimated completion date?
Answer: Refer to Energy Policy Western Australia.

7) I refer to the $0.7 million for the Renewable Energy for Social Housing smart energy project, as
per page 760 of the Budget Paper No.2: Budget Statements Volume 2:

a) Why has such a small amount been allocated; and
Answer: Budget Paper No.2 only includes the capital cost component of the project - as
required under accounting standards. Expenditure on this project is split between capital
costs and operating costs. The total expenditure on this project is detailed on page 244 of
Budget Paper No.3 - $6.0 million over the forward estimates.

b) What is the expected impact on tenant s energy bills?
Answer: The business plan for this pilot energy project is still under development, however
savings will vary depending on individual household consumption habits.

8) Which electricity providers are used to service the energy needs of WA public schools? Please
provide a table with a breakdown for each, including length of contract:
Answer: Refer to response provided by the Minister for Education.

a) What are the current annual costs of energy for WA public schools? Please provide a table
with a breakdown for each; and
Answer: Refer to response provided by the Minister for Education.

b) What are the total carbon emissions generated by WA public schools? Please provide a table
with a breakdown for each?
Answer: Refer to response provided by the Minister for Education.



9) Which electricity providers are used to service the energy needs of WA hospitals? Please include

length of contracts:
Answer: Refer to the response provided by the Minister for Health.

a) What is the current annual cost of energy for WA hospitals? Please provide a table with a

breakdown for each;
Answer: Refer to response provided by the Minister for Health.

b) What are the total carbon emissions generated by WA hospitals? Please provide a table with

a breakdown for each; and
Answer: Refer to response provided by the Minister for Health.

c) Has the Government evaluated the job creation opportunities and financial savings that could

be created by improving energy efficiency and installing solar on hospitals?
Answer: Refer to response provided by the Minister for Health.

Electricity Generation and Retail Corporation (Synergy)
Hon Diane Evers MLC asked:

1) I refer to the Operating Subsidy Payments - Item 18 to Synergy in Treasury s Administered

Transactions on page 151 (BP2) and I ask:

a) Please provide details of the increase in subsidy between the 2019-20 budget and the 2019-

Answer: The 2019-20 actuals included WA Recovery Plan initiatives and the initial subsidies

under the Financial Viability project:
• $310.7 million was provided to Synergy for the Energy Assistance Payment Boost and

Small Business and Charity Tariff Offset payments under the WA Recovery Plan;
• $135.9 million was provided to Synergy under the Financial Viability project - these

reimburse Synergy for costs incurred that cannot be recovered from customers in line
with government policy (such as recovery for the Tariff Equalisation Contribution); and

• the remaining difference relates to the recovery of Community Service Obligations, which

vary based on actual expenditure incurred.

b) Please detail the increase in subsidy for the 2020-2021 budget estimate compared to the
2020-21 year in last years budget papers;
Answer: Key movements in the subsidy for 2020-21 against previous budget estimates are as

follows:
• $617.0 million for the WA Government Household Electricity Credit; and
• $164.7 million for Financial Viability Subsidies - these reimburse Synergy for costs

incurred that cannot be recovered from customers.

c) Please explain the increase in over $100 million per annum for the years 2021-22 and 2022-

23 compared to the estimates in last years budget and?
Answer: The Financial Viability project estimates subsidies of $135.0 million in 2021-22 and
$134.3 million in 2022-23 will be required to reimburse Synergy for costs incurred that cannot
be recovered from customers in line with government policy, as detailed in Table 2 on page

32 of Budget Paper No.3.

20 Actual;


