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Question: Ms Liz Behjat asked, with respect to page 877, Controlled Grants and 
Subsidies: 

1.1 Are the grants for Science and Innovation as outlined in the Budget 
Reconciliation competitive? 

1.2 Ijyes, please provide the detailed information of-

1.2.1 How many applications for grants were received? 
1.2.2 How were successful grants determined? 
1.2.3 What KPIs are the successful grantees obliged to meet? 

Answer: 
1.1 The Department of Commerce has advised the Minister for Commerce; and 

Science and Innovation that the grants detailed at 1.2 for Science and 
Innovation, as outlined in the Budget Reconciliation process, are competitive. 
This includes the Centres of Excellence Program and the Research 
Fellowships Program. The remaining grants are discretionary. 

Centres of Excellence Program 
1.2.1 In the most recent round, 33 applications were received and five were 

successful and awarded in 2008. 
1.2.2 Successful grants were based on application guidelines which included a 

process for expressions of interest, submission of a full application, interview 
and then recommendations to the Minister. The process was overseen by the 
Centres of Excellence State Funding Advisory Committee. 

1.2.3 Reportable KPIs for this program is the ratio of dollars provided by the 
Commonwealth and other sources such as industry against every dollar 
provided by the State in the form of Grants to Centres of Excellence. The 
leverage for concluded centres established since 2000 is $6.80 for every $1 of 
State investment given, as reported on page 871 of the 2010111 Budget papers. 

Research Fellowships Program 
1.2.1 In the most recent round, 8 expressions of interest (EOI) were received and 

two were successful and awarded in 2008. 



1.2.2 Successful grants were detennined by an assessment panel of five members, 
drawn from the Premier's Science and Innovation Council (PSIC), to assess 
the applications. The panel rated each EOI and requested full research 
proposals from short-listed applicants. The full proposals were reviewed by 
independent external assessors and referee reports were obtained. Applicants 
were then interviewed. 

1.2.3 The KPls are the research outcomes of the project evaluated against the 
research proposal. Academic outputs of the program include measurements of 
growth in research capability, publications, presentations at conferences 
seminars, workshops and media presentations. 
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Question: Ms Liz Behjat asked, with respect to "Other miscellaneous" (page 877, 
Controlled Grants and Subsidies, 6th line item): 

2.1 Please provide details similar to those provided at the hearing relating to 
Science and Innovation. 

2.2 Why is there a spike of $37,000 in 2009110 and then a rapid tailing off in the 
out years? 

Answer: 

2.1 The "Other miscellaneous" item is not relevant to Science and Innovation. 
The funding on this line relates to Consumer Protection only. 

2.2 The Department of Commerce provides an ongoing annual contribution to the 
Ministerial Council on Consumer Affairs. In 2009/10, part of the Estimated 
Actual figure included $12,000 for this purpose. The projected expenditure 
for the out years is primarily for this purpose as well. 

The additional $25,000 (the balance of the $37,000 Estimated actual total for 
2009/10) was the State's contribution to a national baseline study on statutory 
warranties and refunds. The findings of this study are being used to inform 
the development of an integrated education and information campaign by 
Commonwealth, State and Territory consumer agencies to reduce consumer 
detriment in these areas. This is a one-off expense, from a competitive tender 
co-ordinated by Consumer Affairs Victoria. 


