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ESTIMATESANDFINANCiALOPERATIONSCOMMlj^EE'80cjz
QUESTIONSONNOTICESl. IPPLEMENTARYINFORMATl^^^a

Wednesday 25 September 2013

Department for Child Protection and Family Support

Question No. I. . Honrl Faring OSked-

IF<Ier10 BudgeiPc!per N0 2 Volume 2 QipQge 561 ISPending ChQnges', line item, 'Busselion
Women's Refuge', andask-

41 Hos the location o11d physical narure of Ihe Busselton Women's R<,/'"ge been
confirmed?

Answer: Yes. The Department of Housing purchased a new property for the Busselton
Women's Refuge in August 2013. Settlement on the new property occurred on 25 September
2013. For safety reasonsthe location cannot be provided.

When will works on the Busse!ion Women's Refuge be completed?

Answer: The Department of Housing has advised that some minor works are required on the
building. It is anticipated works will be completed in November 2013, dependent on the
scope of the works required.

When will the Busse/ton Women's Re, /'"ge be open andoccepiing clients?

Answer: Dependent on the completion of works, the property will be handed overto the City
of Busselton, with an anticipated opening date in early December 2013.

How will ongoing operating costs of the Busselion Women's Rel'11ge belt, rided?

Answer: Operational funding post 2013-14 will require approval by the Treasurer.
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QUESTIONSONNOTICEStIPPLEMENTARYINFORMATION

Wednesday 25 September 2013

Department for Child Protection and Family Support

Question No. 2. HonA Forma usked-

IF<18rto BudgeiPoperN0 2 Volume 2 dipoge 561 ISPending Changes', line tiem,
ISMsiainob/e Funding grid Conirociingwiih the Nonor-PloyiiSecior - Coinponenill: and
ask-

ESTIMATESANDFINANCIALOPERATIONSCOMMITTEE

a) Willservicesprevioz, slydeliveredbyiheDgportment/brChildProiectionondFami!y
SMPporinow be delivered by Ihe Not/or-Prq/iiSector?

Answer: No. The majority of services currently delivered by the Department of Child
Protection and Farmly Support (the Department) are in regard to statutory functions and
responsibilities to provide care and protection to children throughout Western
Australia. These statutory functions and associated services, delegated to the Director
General throughthe Children and Coriumunity Services Act 2004, will remain with the
Department.

The Department will continue to identify opportunities to increase and enhance the role of the
not-for-profit sector in the provision of out-of-home care services and services for at-risk
individuals and families

b) Do IheNoi/or-Prq/norgonisoiionsio receiverhisfunding oneadyhove a
reloiionshjp wi/h ChildProiec/ion andFomi!y Slippori?

'*

Answer: Yes.

c)

Answer: No.

Windny/irstiime recipients receive/undingj?om Ihis line item?

41 Whoimeasures have beenpuiinp/ace to ensure ihe levels of serviceprovidedby Ihe
Nonor-Prq/iiSecior ore oileosieqz!iyoleniio Ihose Ihat\-POW/d be provided by the
Governmeni?

Answer: Services provided by the not-for-profit sector are subjectto regular reviews to
monitor service provision against agreed service standards and key performance indicators
set outin the service agreement or contract.

e) Whatmechunisms will be in place 10 ensure Ihe ontoomes achieved by Ihese
organisations continue 10 meet evolving community needs in Ihe/nit, re?

of^



Answer: Service program area reviews are conducted as contracts come up for renewal to
ascertain the community need for continuation of a program, and to analyse effectiveness of
currentservice requirementsin addressing the outcomes based on community need

79 WindnyNo//or-Profitorgonisoiion in the Soulh lyesiregion be rec;pien/s of any of
these monies?

Answer: Yes, one of the Department for Child Protection and Family Support's priorities is
regional and remote services. The following services will receive Componentll fundino:

. CentrecareBunburyCounselling Service

. Southwest Counselling Service

. Waratah Kids and Teens Waratah Child Sexual Abuse Therapeutic Service

. Aligncare South West District Financial Counselling Services

. MissionAustraliaNagiv8

. South West Emergency Care for Children

Contract negotiations are in progress for an additional four services.

o

,



ESTIMATESANDFINANCIALOPERATIONSCOMMITTEE

Wednesday 25 September 2013

Department for Child Protection and Family Support

Question No. 3. . Hon/I FCirina asked-

Ir<Ierto BudgeiPoper N0 2 Volume 2 o1poge 566 'SI!pportinglndividt!Qls/Fomilies aiRisk
or In Crisis ', line item '70/01 Cost of Services ' ondosk. .

o) inIQiwillbe Ihe cosiqfdelivering Responsible ParentingServices in regionQloreas in
2013-14?

QUESTIONSONNOTICESl. IPPLEMENTARYINFORMATION

Answer: The Department's 2013-14 budget forthe Responsible Parenting Services in
regional locations (including Peel) is $15.8 million.

How much will be spent delivering Responsible PQrentingServices in the Soulh li'esi
oreo (electoral area)?

Answer: The Department's 2013-14 budget forthe Responsible Parenting Services in the
South West electoral area is approximately $2.9 million.

How manystqff'ore employed delivering Responsible PQrentingServices in the South
West oreo (ejectoroloreo) ondwhere ore they IOCQted?

answer: The Department has 26.4 full-time equivalent(FTE) positions in the South West
electoral area to deliver Responsible Parenting Services. The positions are located in:

o
Location

Albany
Bunbury
Busselton

Collie

Manjimup
Peel

Grand Total

Number of

ETE

8.4

7.0

I .5

1.5

I .O

7.0

26.4
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ESTIMATESANDFINANCIALOPERATIONSCOMMITTEE

QUESTIONSONNOTICESl. IPPLEMENTARYINFORMATION

Wednesday 25 September 2013

Department for Child Protection and Family Support

Question No. 4. . H0?14 Forma OSked-

17<1er to BudgeiPoper N0 2 Volume 2 0tpoge 569 711come Stalement: line item, Royalties
for Region Fund', and note thQt draw downsfor Royalties/br Regions have increased by
$5,981,000 or 69.9% since lostyeor. What is the e. :;pionoiion/by such a rise in RoyQlties/by
Regions Funds beingprovided to ihe Deportment/by ChildProtection andFomi!ySupport?

answer: The $5,981 million increase in Royalties for Regions (RfR) funds is primarily due to
the Department's realignment of Responsible Parenting Services (RPS) funding in 2012-13.
The Department realigned its 2012-13 RfR funding to the forward estimates and utilised
existing RfR cash reserves to fund the 2012-13 RPS expenditure, following unexpected
delays in the initial years of the expansion project. The funding forthe RfR RPS expansion
projectis $10.52 million in 2013-14, a $5,529 million increase from 2012-13.

The increase can also be attributed to the new RfR funded Aboriginal Visitors Hostelin
Derby which will begin operation in 2013-14 as well as an increase in RfR funded District
Allowance funding in 2013-14.
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ESTIMATESANDFINANCIALOPERATIONSCOMMITTEE

Wednesday 25 September 2013

Department for Child Protection and Family Support

Question No. 5. . HonA Faring OSked

to) 17'72aiis the toldlnt!inber of households expected to benefitf. om HUGSthis/inariciQl
yeor?

Answer: There were 22,778 HUGS grants in 2012-13;it is expected that at leastthis number
of grants will be made in 2013-14 given increases in grant numbers every year since
coriumencement.

QUESTIONSONNOTICESIJPPLEMENTARYINFORMATION

o
(b) Who/is the tojoint!inber of households in the South West region (electoral area)
expeciedto benefit/?om HUGS this/indricialyeQr?

answer: In the South Westthere were 1,667 HUGS grants in 2012-13;it is expected that at
leastthis number of grants will be made in 2013-14 given increases in grant numbers every
yearsince cornmencement.

Please note thoithe dQio collected by Ihe Deportmenijbr the South lyesiregional
developmentaleo is not based on ejectoroloreos
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ESTIMATESANDFINANCIALOPERATIONSCOMMITTEE

QUESTIONSONNOTICESl. IPPLEMENTARYINFORMATION

Wednesday 25 September 2013

Department for Child Protection and Family Support

911esiion No. 6. . Hon A Forma coked

Ir<Ierto Budge!Paper N0 2 Volume 2 Qtpoge 561 "Approprioiions, Expenses ondcosh
OSsets", line item, 'Total Appropriations ', ondQsk notinclz, dingjt?derQlgovernment
subsidies andgranis, how much will be spent on homelessness initiatives this/inariciolyeor?

Answer: The total allocation to specialist homelessness services in 2013-14 from the State
Government is $31,272 million.o
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ESTIMATESANDFINANCIALOPERATIONSCOMMITTEE

Wednesday 25 September 2013

Department for Child Protection and Family Support

Question No. 7. . Hon/IFarina asked

17<1erio BudgeiPaperN0 2 Volume 2 0tpQge 569 "Dejails of ControlledGronis ond
Subsidies", line item, 'Family Crisis Frogromme I ondnoting that $1,305,000 has been
removedfrom the Fomi!y Crisis Progromme overthepastti-voyeors IQskwhere do those
laini!ies in need?low have to go/by assistonce?

Answer: The Family Crisis Program is only one element of the significantsupport the
Department for Child Protection and Family Support (the Department) provides in response
to financial hardship. The Department will continueto provide the Bereavement Assistance
Program, the Hardship Utility Grant Scheme, natural disaster assistance and the State
Concession Card, as well as assistance in situations of domestic violence, emergency
homelessness and stranded travel.

QUESTIONSONNOTICESl. IPPLEMENTARYINFORMATION

o

The Department willsupport families to access emergency financial assistance through
agencies funded by the Commonwealth Goverirrnent and the State Goverirrnentthrough
Lottery\\, est. In 2012-13, the Cornrrionwealth funded allocation for emergency reliefin
Western Australia was $4,919 million through 234 service provider locations. Lotterywest
provided a further $4,149 million in 2011-12 to 98 agencies forthe provision of emergency
assistance.

o
A list of emergency reliefproviders is available on the Western Australian Council of Social
Services website, and families can go to theirlocal Department district office where they wil
receive support to access appropriate services.
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ESTIMATESANDF'INANCIALOPERATIONSCOMMITTEE

QUESTIONSONNOTICESl. IFFLEMENTARYINF'ORMATION

Wednesday 25 September 2013

Department for Child Protection and Family Support

Question No. 8. ' HonA CIOhesy asked-

I"o1 2 poge 562 - Reduction in In-House Legal Services - is this part of the $300 million
global soyings 10rgeito reduce the sector-wide spend on legal services onnounced in 2012-
13? 1y"noi, whatprogrom or e;, friciency is this reduction reloted to?

answer: Yes, the Reduction in In-House Legal Services line item relates to the $300 million
global savingstarget announced in the 2012-13 Budget.o
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ESTIMATESANDF'INANCIALOFERATIONSCOMMITTEE

Wednesday 25 September 2013

Department for Child Protection and Family Support

Question No. 9. ' HonA CIOhesyasked-

As 54% of childsqfeO) andwellbeingossessments do norhQve on outcome recordedwiihin 30
days, are assessmentsprioritisedso the most urgent cases ore assessed with on outcome
recordedwiihin 30 days? ly"'yes, whatis Iheprioritisotionprocess?

Answer:

QUESTIONSONNOTICESUPPLEMENTARYINFORMATION

o
Yes, allsafety and wellbeing assessments are conrrnenced within I day for priority one and
five days for priority two.

The target for completion within 30 days is set at 50% which is based on the nationally
reported child protection indicator response times.

While a short length of time between coriumencing the assessment and completing the
investigation is desirable, it is importantthat expediency does not undennine a thorough and
accurate assessment.

Timely completion of assessments is influenced by a number offactors, This includes the
time required to engage with at risk families, gather infonnation and assess the often complex
and multiple needs of these families, and undertake coordinated responses with other
agencies.
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ESTIMATESAND:F'INANCIAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

Wednesday 25 September 2013

Department for Child Protection and Family Support

Question No. 10. . Honrt CIOhesy OSked-

Have o1/28 recommendations/?Qin the review of the Children andCommz, nity^Services ACi
2004 been implemented? ly"'not, why not?

answer:Implementation of all 28 recoilrrnendations from the 2012 review of the Children
grid Community Services, 4ci2004 is currently underway. The ina, ionty of the recommended
amendments to the Children andCommt, nib)Services Act 2004 are currently being drafted
into an amendment Bill by Parliamentary Counsel. Consultation regarding the legal
representation of children during protection proceedings continues with stakeholders
including Legal Aid.

QUESTIONSONNOTICESUPPLlBMENTARYINFORMATION
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