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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 

 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS PRIOR TO HEARING 

 

Department of Fire and Emergency Services 

The Committee asked: 

1. In 2019-20, did your agency receive a qualified audit or ’matter of significance’ or an 'emphasis 

of matter' from the Auditor General: 

Answer:   

No.   

 

(a) If so, outline the reason and your plan to remedy the issue by 2020-21? 

Answer:  

Not Applicable.  

2. With respect to the Voluntary Targeted Separation Scheme: 

(a) Have all separations been completed; and 

Answer:  

Yes. 

 

(b) If not, when do you expect the remaining separations to occur? 

Answer:   

Not Applicable.  

 

      

------------------------------------ 

HON FRANCIS LOGAN MLA 
MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES; CORRECTIVE SERVICES  
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 

 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS PRIOR TO HEARING 
 

DEPARTMENT OF FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 

 

Hon Tim Clifford MLC asked: 

1. I note that the Department of Fire and Emergency annual report identifies the changing climate 

as the driving factor behind the increased costs in the delivery of frontline services, and, as 

detailed on page 459 of Budget Paper No.2: Budget Statements Volume 2,  the budget 

estimates for this financial year and forward estimates note an approximate increase spend of 

$13 million to $20 million for each financial year: 

(a) What modelling or information has been used to predict this increase in the cost of 

delivery of services; and 

Answer:   

The increase in the total cost of service is based on approved policy and budget 

parameter decisions made by Government during previous budget processes. 

 

(b) How is the Department adapting to ensure adequate management of increasing 

climate change impacts and costs? 

Answer: 

 DFES has made significant efforts in supporting an adaption to a changing climate 

through the State Government’s Bushfire Centre of Excellence, which focuses on 

bushfire related training, science and research to build current and future capability of 

emergency management personnel (career and volunteer) and programs to improve 

the management of bushfire.  

 DFES has coordinated the State Government’s significant investment in bushfire 

mitigation through the Bushfire Risk Management Planning program. Eighty two (82) 

local governments have joined the program and more than $20 million has been 

invested in mitigation activities developed through these plans.  

 DFES has been working with the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage and 

Department of Mining, industry Regulation and Safety to reform the bushfire planning 

and building approach in bushfire prone areas. The CSIRO have been engaged to work 

with the Departments to develop a contemporary map of bushfire prone areas that 

better describe the bushfire risk and will enable an adaptive approach to future 

mapping.  

 DFES has also invested in the development of the Australian Fire Danger Rating System, 

a national project to improve the way that bushfire danger is defined consistently across 

jurisdictions and messaged to the public.  

 DFES are continually monitoring the impacts of climate change to consider any trends 

in incident data. This is a long-term process as many factors are considered and is 

reliant on new and emerging data sets as our understanding of climate and hazard 

impacts improves. 
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2. I note that page 462 of Budget Paper No.2: Budget Statements Volume 2 explains the 

discrepancies between the 2019-20 actual and 2019-20 budget due to ‘significant unforeseen 

additional costs associated with bushfire suppression and natural hazard incidents’: 

(a) to what degree does the Department consider climate change to be a factor in these 

rising costs? 

Answer:  

The Department considers climate change a significant factor as experience is showing 

a drying climate in the State’s southwest, while also increased severity of extreme 

weather events such as cyclones and summer storms.  

Additional costs are due to the following significant incidents identified: 

During 2019-20 financial year (July 2019 to May 2020), DFES incurred additional 

expenditure of $24.574 million on bushfire suppression and natural hazard incidents as 

follows: 

 Natural hazard incidents $801,000 – the majority of costs were associated with 

Tropical Cyclones Damien and Blake along with storms in the Metropolitan, 

Goldfields and one in the Pilbara associated with ex tropical cyclone Esther.  

Costs include hire of aircraft of $900,000, employee overtime of $400,000, 

travel costs of $200,000 and the purchase of consumables that were $100,000. 

 Bushfire suppression $21.170 million – major costs relating to the 2019-20 

bushfire suppression incidents including fire events in Katanning, Norseman, 

Stirling Range National Park, Esperance, Yanchep and Forrestania include $16 

million for the hire of aircraft, bulldozers, graders and tractors.  Aircraft 

(helicopters and fixed wing) were used for water bombing, reconnaissance and 

aerial coordination, while the heavy vehicles were used to create firebreaks.  

Other costs include employee overtime of $2.8 million, travel costs of $1.4 

million and $1 million for the purchase of consumables related to bush fire 

suppression, including firefighting foam and fuel. 

3. Will the Department please advise how it is applying the National Disaster Risk Reduction 

Framework, specifically in relation to climate change? 

Answer: 

The National Disaster Risk Reduction Framework (NDRRF) sets out the foundational work 

required nationally, across all sectors, to reduce disaster risk, minimise new disaster risk, and 

deliver better climate and disaster risk information.  

DFES has led consultation with WA stakeholders from Local Government, State Government, 

not-for-profit community groups, and industry representatives to identify the actions required 

to achieve the outcomes of the NDRRF. These have been captured in a Western Australian 

Implementation Plan. The purpose of the implementation plan is to collectively understand the 

activities (projects, programs etc.) required to achieve the outcomes from the NDRRF, and 

ensure the outcomes and scope proposed are appropriate to the Western Australian context.   
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The WA Implementation Plan, approved by the State Emergency Management Committee, 

specifically includes actions to develop climate change adaption strategies. Considerable 

actions are also included to mitigate consequences and impacts of disasters which are 

increasing due to climate change. Examples include: 

 Plan for supply chain continuity, including interstate and international links, secondary 

impacts, and upline/downline impacts 

 Identify and mitigate single points of failure in essential service delivery       

 Develop risk information sharing processes that enable individuals to make risk-based 

decisions 

DFES will continue to lead the implementation of this plan through development and 

administration of investment opportunities funded through the aligned National Partnership 

Agreement and other NDRR aligned funding sources. 

 

------------------------------------ 

HON FRANCIS LOGAN MLA 
MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES; CORRECTIVE SERVICES  
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 
 

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS PRIOR TO HEARING 
 

DEPARTMENT OF FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 

 

Hon Diane Evers MLC asked: 

1. I refer to the additional media and communications costs in 2019-20 for emergency information 

and updates regarding bushfire suppression and natural hazard incidents under Note 1, pg 460 

(BP2) and I ask: 

(a) what was the budgeted amount for these costs in 2019-20; 

Answer: 

Nil. DFES does not have a base budget for significant bushfire and natural hazard 

incidents but instead seeks supplementary funding from the State Government to 

cover any unforeseen costs incurred during the year in relation to these events.    

(b) what was the additional costs for 2019-20 as referred to in Note 1; and 

Answer:  

The additional media and communications costs total approximately $175,000 and 

primarily relate to employee overtime expenditure due to operational requirements.  

(c) how much has been budgeted for in 2020-21? 

Answer: 

Nil. 

2. I refer to the Volunteer Marine Rescue Service grants of $7.657 million in 2021-22 and $7.772 

million in 2022-23, on page 468 (BP2) and I ask: 

(a) please explain why the grant amounts for this service have decreased from last year’s 

budget papers which showed $8.668 million in 2021-22 and $8.798 million in 2022-23 

and? 

Answer:  

The variations in the VMRS grants disclosed in the 2020-21 Budget Papers compared to the 

previous 2019-20 Budget Papers, do not represent a reduction to the grants program but reflect 

corrections.  

The amounts disclosed for the Marine Rescue in the 2020-21 budget papers accurately reflect 

the approved Operating and Capital Grants, including Government approved equalisation 

adjustments and cost escalation approximating CPI in Operating Grants from 2019-20.  

 

------------------------------------ 

HON FRANCIS LOGAN MLA 
MINISTER FOR EMERGENCY SERVICES; CORRECTIVE SERVICES  




