
Standing Committee On Estimates And Financial Operations 
Question On Notice For 2010/11 Ongoing Estimate Hearing 

Department Of Agriculture and Food 
To Be Held On Tuesday, 20 July 2010 

Hon lynn Maclaren MlC asked -

I 

1. In reference to the Budget Statements, Budget Paper No.2 Volume 3, page 787, 
Major Spending Changes: 

1.1. Will the Minister please explain why the forward Estimate for 2011-2012 
for Salary and Superannuation Escalation is $1,813,000 more than the 
Budget Estimate for 2010-2011? 

Answer - 1.1 - The forward estimates need to make adequate provision for salary and 
superannuation escalation. Salaries rose on 1 April 2010, the third of three rises 
arising from Public Service General Agreement 2008 (PSA AG 10 of 2008), which was 
registered by the WA Industrial Relations Committee on 2 September 2008. 

2. In reference to the Budget Statements, Budget Paper No.2 Volume 3, page 789, 
Significant Issues Impacting the Agency: 

2.1. Will the Minister please explain why the Ord Stage 2 project from the 2009-
10 Budget is not mentioned in this year's budget? 

2.2. Will the Minister please update the committee on the progress of the 
Natural Resource Plan? 

2.3. Why is the Regional Agricultural Aboriginal Development Service, 
mentioned as a Significant Issue Impacting the Agency in the 2009-10 
Budget, not mentioned in this year's budget? 

Answer- 2.1 

The Department's role in implementation plans for the Ord Stage 2 project is now well 
established, hence there was no need to re-emphasise this issue by re-stating it in the 
2010-11 Budget papers. 

The Department continues to be closely involved in the Ord Stage 2 project. 

Answer- 2.2 

The strategy and investment priorities for Western Australian NRM continues to be 
developed. Regional NRM Groups and other stakeholders have provided feedback on 
draft documents and this is being evaluated. 



Answer-2.3 

The revised format for the 2010-11 Budget papers has resulted in changes to the way 
some information is presented. 

The Department continues to support the Regional Agricultural Aboriginal Development 
Service. 

3. In reference to Budget Statements, Budget Paper No.2 Volume 3, page 794, 
Asset Investment Program: 

3.1. The Department plans to spend $3.0 million over two years to establish 
pilot facilities in Merredin and Katanning to evaluate Genetically Modified -
based food crops for New Climate Environments Facilities. Will the 
Minister please explain what this program plans to do and how they will 
evaluate Genetically Modified - based food crops? 

Answer- 3.1 

The facilities at Merredin and Katanning will accelerate the access of Western Australian 
growers to new GM and other crop varieties and are part of the program to continuously 
improve productivity. Plants will be evaluated for their adaptation and potential value to 
Western Australian farming. 

The facilities will provide well controlled, secure locations to enable testing using best 
practice protocols. 

4. In reference to Budget Statements, Budget Paper No.2 Volume 3, page 795, 
Details of Controlled Grants and Subsidies: 

4.1. Will the Minister please explain why the allocation to Research Grants 
decreased by $13,634,000 from the Estimated Actual in 2009-10 to the 
Budget Estimate in 2010-11? 

4.2. Will the Minister please explain why there was $112 million allocated to 
Scholarships in 2009-10 and only $97 million Budget Estimated for 
2010-11? 

Answer - 4.1 - The main reason for the reduction in grant payments is due to reduced 
Natural Resource Management funding from the Commonwealth resulting from the 
transition of NRM Natural Heritage Trust funding to new Caring for Our Country Program. 

Answer - 4.2 - The amount for scholarship payments reported in budget papers is 
$112,000 in 2009/10 and $97,000 in 2010/11 not $112 million and $97 million respectively 
as quoted in the question, representing a $15,000 shift between 2009-10 and 2010-11 
only. The scholarship funding is used to support the Department's professional training 
and under-graduate studentship programs. 


