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Government Response

This Report is subject to Standing Order 337:

After tabling, the Clerk shall send a copy of a report recommending

action by, or seeking a response from, the Government to the
responsible Minister.  The Leader of the Government or the Minister
(if a Member of the Council) shall report the Government’s response

within 4 months.

The four-month period commences on the date of tabling.
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REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS

IN RELATION TO A

PETITION ON THE UPGRADE OF THE ALBANY RESIDENTIAL COLLEGE

1 REFERENCE AND PROCEDURE

1.1 On June 11 2003, a petition requesting urgent upgrade of the Albany Residential
College was tabled in the Legislative Council.1

1.2 The petition stood referred to the Standing Committee on Environment and Public
Affairs (Committee) under operation of standing order 134(i) of the Legislative
Council.

1.3 On July 30 2003, a subcommittee of the Committee, comprising Hon Christine Sharp
MLC and Hon Robyn McSweeney MLC visited the Albany Residential College.  The
subcommittee toured the facilities and met with the following persons:

•  Anna Gorman, President of Parents and Friends, Albany Residential College;

•  Graeme Groves, Parent Representative on the Board of Management, Albany
Residential College; and

•  Mike Schuts, Albany Residential College Manager.

1.4 On September 15 2003, the Committee resolved to inquire into and report on the
petition.

2 THE PETITION

2.1 The petition requests an urgent upgrade of the Albany Residential College stating
that:2

110 co-educational students have been forced to live in a facility that

was built to accommodate 72 male students in 1973.  The state of the
accommodation and supporting facilities is well below standard and

at present causes our children to live in sub-standard conditions.  The
contribution by the Albany Residential College to education of

                                                     
1 Legislative Council Tabled Paper 1121, June 11 2003.  The petition was tabled by Hon Paddy Embry

MLC.
2 Ibid.
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children in the Albany education district is substantial and deserves

recognition by upgrading the present facilities.

2.2 An upgrade to the facilities at the Albany Regional College has been approved by the
Country High School Hostel Authority (CHSHA).3  However, construction is not due
to commence until 2006/07 (refer to paragraphs 3.1 to 3.2).

2.3 The petitioners desire that the upgrade commence immediately and seek to have the
necessary funds made available.

2.4 The response of the CHSHA to the petition is attached at Appendix 1.

2.5 The Committee was advised by the CHSHA that current indications show the
residential college will have 28 vacancies in 2004 and has received 50 applications for
accommodation.4  The Committee notes therefore, that there is increased demand for
student accommodation at Albany Residential College in the short to medium term
that cannot be accommodated.  Students are currently being turned away.5

2.6 Parents are of the view that they have the right to choose where to send their children
for high school education.  The Committee was informed that they choose Albany
Residential College over other colleges, such as Katanning Residential College, as
Albany has more to offer to the students.  This includes, for example, Albany’s
location by the coast, a range of sporting facilities and the choice of three different
high schools.6

Albany Residential College

2.7 The Albany Residential College was originally built in 1972 to accommodate 72
students.  The petitioners submit that it is not suitably equipped to house the 111
students currently enrolled - it is outdated and overcrowded.7  Shortcomings include:8

•  cramped conditions;

•  transportable units are used to accommodate students;

•  limited dining area for students;

                                                     
3 The CHSHA is the statutory authority responsible for overseeing the Albany Residential College.  The

CHSHA also oversees 7 other residential colleges throughout Western Australia.
4 Letter from Alan Carpenter MLA, Minister for Education and Training, August 4 2003, p3.
5 Letter from Alan Carpenter MLA, Minister for Education and Training, August 4 2003, p3.
6 Albany Residential College Parents & Friends Association, cover note to petition, May 16 2003.
7 Ibid.
8 David Heaver & Associates, Albany Residential College Redevelopment Feasibility Study, November 18

2002, p1.
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•  limited internal passive recreation rooms for students;

•  common facilities have been modified into rooms and dormitories;

•  no separate lounge for the male students;

•  not all senior students have their own room;

•  bathroom facilities are outdated and require refurbishment;

•  limited recreational facilities are available for student use;

•  no disabled access for students, staff or visitors;

•  inadequate student laundry facilities;

•  inadequate appropriate accommodation for supervisors;

•  inadequate kitchen preparation area and associated storage area;

•  inadequate ambulance access;

•  poor disposal of stormwater on site; and

•  poor evacuation capabilities in case of fire and emergencies.

2.8 The CHSHA began planning the replacement of the transportable additions to the
Albany Residential College in the mid 1990s.  However, the Committee understands
that this was placed on hold whilst a review was undertaken of the delivery of
education in Albany.9  Subsequent to the review, the Albany Senior High School,
which is adjacent to the Albany Residential College, was redeveloped (with works
completed in 2002).10

3 CURRENT PLANS FOR UPGRADE

3.1 In 2002, the CHSHA commissioned a feasibility study for the redevelopment of the
Albany Residential College as a 120 bed facility on its current site and a costed
masterplan for the work.11

3.2 The plan was accepted by the College Board of Management and the CHSHA.  State
Government funding for the redevelopment plan has been provided in the forward

                                                     
9 Letter from Alan Carpenter MLA, Minister for Education and Training, August 4 2003, p2.
10 Letter from Alan Carpenter MLA, Minister for Education and Training, August 4 2003, p2.
11 David Heaver & Associates, Albany Residential College Redevelopment Feasibility Study, November 18

2002.
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estimates in the 2002/2003 budget papers with an allocation of $500,000 for design in
2005/2006 and an allocation of $4,500,000 for construction in 2006/2007.12

3.3 The CHSHA has advised the Committee that they support choice but are “… also

keen to see its facility in Katanning remain viable and continue to provide a boarding
service in this location.  A local boarding option makes it easier for parents and their

children to keep in contact during term time and supports the Katanning Senior High
School”.13

3.4 The CHSHA further advised the Committee that other residential colleges, such as in
Katanning, Esperance and Narrogin, have ample capacity to provide for students
living in and around those areas.  These other colleges will all have the capacity to
accommodate students unable to gain places at Albany in 2004.14

3.5 The CHSHA does not have any indication that, for the long term, demand will exceed
the 120 bed capacity of the Albany Regional College:

The sudden increase in demand for places in 2004 is not related to
any increase in the boarding population in the Great Southern, but

rather a shift in preferences away from Katanning and the more
expensive boarding options in Perth.15

4 COMMITTEE COMMENT

4.1 The Committee believes that there is a strong case to bring forward the funding and
construction of the redevelopment project.

4.2 The Committee is of the view that the Albany Residential College is a well regarded
college, but is adversely affected by sub-standard facilities and overcrowding.
Furthermore, the Committee notes that the demand for residential accommodation for
country high schoolers in Albany is greater than the availability of places.

4.3 The Committee is of the view that the viability of other residential colleges (such as
Katanning) should not be used as an excuse to not expedite upgrade of the Albany
Residential College.

4.4 The Committee considers that the redevelopment plan for the Albany Residential
College should proceed before the budgeted construction date of 2006/2007.  The
Committee believes that this should occur in 2004.

                                                     
12 Letter from Alan Carpenter MLA, Minister for Education and Training, November 3 2003.
13 Letter from Alan Carpenter MLA, Minister for Education and Training, August 4 2003, p3.
14 Id.
15 Ibid, p4.
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Recommendation

Recommendation 1:  The Committee recommends that the redevelopment plan to
upgrade the Albany Residential College begin in 2004.  If this is not possible the
Committee recommends that the responsible Minister provide a detailed explanation to
the House.

_______________________
Hon Kate Doust MLC
Deputy Chairman

Date: December 19 2003
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