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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
1

The Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation (Committee) is of the view that the
Shire of Toodyay did not follow section 61 of the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery
Act 2007 (WARR Act) when it made Part 4 Division 2 and items 12 to 18 of Schedule 13 of
the Shire of Toodyay Health Local Law 2017 (the Local Law).

2

The procedure in section 61 of the WARR Act provides that a local government can only
make a local law concerning waste with the consent of the CEO of the department
administering the WARR Act. The Shire of Toodyay failed to obtain the consent of the CEO
prior to making the Local Law.

3

Part 4 Division 2 of the Local Law and items 12 to 18 in Schedule 13 are invalid as they do
not comply with section 61 of the WARR Act and offend Committee Term of
Reference 10.6(a) in that they are not ‘within power’.

Recommendations
Findings and recommendations are grouped as they appear in the text at the page number
indicated:

RECOMMENDATION 1

Page 4

The Committee recommends that Part 4 Division 2 and Items 12 to 18 in Schedule 13 of the Shire
of Toodyay Health Local Law 2017 be disallowed.

Executive Summary

i

1

Reference and procedure

1.1

On 22 December 2017 the Shire of Toodyay Health Local Law 2017 was gazetted.

1.2

Upon gazettal, the Local Law stood referred to the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated
Legislation (Committee). Once the Local Law was tabled in the Legislative Council, it became
an instrument that may be subject to disallowance.

2

Statutory procedure for making a local law
concerning waste

2.1

The power to make local laws is derived from the Local Government Act 1995. Other
legislation provides a concurrent basis for making local laws on certain issues.

2.2

Section 64(2) of the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2007 (WARR Act) lists a
range of purposes for which local laws can be made in relation to waste, namely:
(2) Local laws may be made for all or any of the following purposes —
(a) the provision and administration of waste services and related matters;
(b) the establishment, provision, use and control of receptacles for the deposit
and collection of waste, whether temporary or otherwise;
(c) if a local government itself undertakes or contracts for removal of waste
from premises, imposing on the owner or occupier of the premises
requirements in connection with the removal so as to facilitate the removal,
and prescribing the manner in which the requirement is to be complied with;
(d) if a local government or the holder of a waste collection permit does not
itself undertake or contract for removal of waste from premises, imposing on
the owner or occupier of the premises a requirement to remove waste from
the premises, and prescribing the manner in which the requirement is to be
complied with;
(e) if a local government itself undertakes or contracts for the removal of
waste, requiring the waste to be placed in waste receptacles provided by the
local government;
(f) prescribing intervals at which the contents of the receptacles will be
removed by a local government;
(g) requiring the temporary placing of waste receptacles in streets or lanes by
owners or occupiers of property for collection of waste, and requiring the
replacement of the receptacles on the property;
(h) providing for the maintenance by owners and occupiers of waste
receptacles provided by a local government;
(i) providing for the issue of approvals to collect local government waste and
remove it from premises;
(j) fixing fees and charges in relation to waste services provided by a local
government and the issue of approvals under paragraph
(i), and prescribing the persons liable and the method of recovery of amounts
not duly paid.

1

2.3

However, the WARR Act imposes a consent requirement for a local government to make a
local law concerning any of the purposes set out in section 64. Section 61 of the WARR Act
provides:
61. Local laws in respect of waste management
(1) A local government —
(a) may, if the CEO consents; and
(b) must, if the CEO so directs,
make local laws in accordance with the Local Government Act 1995 Part 3
Division 2 Subdivision 2 for the purposes specified in section 64 or generally
for carrying into effect the provisions of this Part.

2.4

“CEO” is defined in section 3 of the WARR Act:
CEO means chief executive officer of the department of the Public Service
principally assisting in the administration of this Act.

2.5

At the time that the Local Law was made, the department of the Public Service principally
assisting in the administration of the WARR Act was the Department of Water and
Environmental Regulation.

2.6

The Committee is of the view that the obtaining of the CEO’s consent is a condition
precedent to the making of any local law concerning matters contained in section 64 of the
WARR Act, irrespective of the express law-making power under which the law is made.

3

Scrutiny of the Local Law

3.1

The Committee first scrutinised the Local Law at its meeting on 11 April 2018. The Local Law
contained a number of parts relating to sanitation, housing, pest control, infectious disease
and waste.

3.2

Of note to the Committee was Part 4 Division 2 of the Local Law which dealt with the
following matters:

3.3

In addition, items 12 to 18 in Schedule 13 of the Local Law implemented modified penalties
for breaches of provisions contained in Part 4 Division 2.

3.4

To demonstrate compliance with the required statutory procedure to make a local law, the
Shire of Toodyay supplied the Committee with a range of documents. These documents did

2

not include a statement showing the consent of the Chief Executive of the Department of
Water and Environmental Regulation to make the Local Law.
3.5

As the Committee had not been able to determine if consent was provided, it resolved to
give notice of motion to disallow the Local Law in the Legislative Council. On 12 April 2018
the Committee wrote to the Shire of Toodyay requesting it to supply a copy of the CEO’s
consent to make the waste provisions contained in the Local Law.

3.6

On 23 May 2018 the Committee received copies of two letters submitted by the CEO of the
Department of Water and Environmental Regulation. One letter, dated 22 December 2017,
was from the CEO of the Department to the Shire of Toodyay. 1 In that letter the CEO writes:
I refer to your letter dated 28 August 2017 requesting my consent to Part 4,
Division 2 of the Shire of Toodyay proposed Health Local Law 2017. I regret that I
would be unable to consent to the proposed Local Law in its current form. I make
this determination subject to section 61(3) of the Waste Avoidance and Resource
Recovery Act 2007 (WARR Act) to give you the opportunity to reconsider your
submission.

3.7

And further:
The waste local laws in the proposed Local Law have not been made under the
appropriate head of power, which is section 61 of the WARR Act.

3.8

This letter confirms to the Committee that the Shire of Toodyay did not have the necessary
consent to make Part 4 Division 2 of the Local Law and the associated modified penalties
contained in Schedule 13.

4

Could the CEO have provided consent to the Local
Law?

4.1

The enacting formula to the Local Law says:
Under the powers conferred by subdivision 2 of Division 2 of Part 3 of the Local
Government Act 1995 and under all other powers enabling it, the Council of the
Shire of Toodyay resolved on 28 November 2027 to make the following local law.

4.2

The general law-making power contained in the Local Government Act 1995 was expressly
relied upon in making the Local Law along with ‘all other powers enabling it’.

4.3

Section 43(2) of the Interpretation Act 1984 contains a provision that deems that subsidiary
legislation is supported by all powers under which it can be made, not just those it is
expressed to be made under. That section provides:
(2) Where any subsidiary legislation purports to be made in exercise of a particular
power or powers, it shall be deemed also to be made in exercise of all powers
under which it may be made.

4.4

1

The Committee’s view is that all local laws dealing with the matters set out in section 64 of
the WARR Act, or generally for carrying into effect the provisions of Part 6 of the WARR Act,
are made under section 61 of the WARR Act, whether or not they are expressed to be made
under that Act. Further, local laws dealing with waste that are expressly made under another
Act should not be refused the consent of the CEO on that basis alone.

This letter appears at Appendix 1 of this report.
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4.5

The Committee expressed this view to the Minister for Environment by letter on 28 June
2018. 2

5

Conclusion

5.1

Committee Term of Reference 10.6(a) states:
In its consideration of an instrument, the Committee is to inquire whether the
instrument is … within power.

5.2

Part 4 Division 2 and items 12 to 18 in Schedule 13 of the Local Law are invalid by reason of
non-compliance with section 61 of the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 1995.
They offend Term of Reference 10.6(a). The Committee therefore recommends to the
Legislative Council that those parts of the Local Law be disallowed.

5.3

The Committee does not usually recommend selective disallowance except in circumstances
where a particular provision in a local law can be severed without affecting the integrity of
the rest of the local law. The Committee is of the view that selective disallowance is
appropriate on this occasion.

5.4

There are a number of benefits in recommending disallowance of invalid local laws, including
ensuring that they are quickly removed from the public record, thereby reducing the risk of
public misinformation.

6

Recommendation

6.1

The Committee makes the following recommendation.

RECOMMENDATION 1
The Committee recommends that Part 4 Division 2 and Items 12 to 18 in Schedule 13 of the Shire
of Toodyay Health Local Law 2017 be disallowed.

Ms Emily Hamilton MLA
Chair

2

This letter appears at Appendix 2 of this report.
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Appendix 2

Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation
Date first appointed:
15 June 2017
Terms of Reference:
The following is an extract from Schedule 1 of the Legislative Council Standing Orders:
'10.

Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation

10.1

A Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation is established.

10.2

The Committee consists of 8 Members, 4 of whom are appointed from each House. The Chair must be a Member of
the Committee who supports the Government.

10.3
10.4

A quorum is 4 Members of whom at least one is a Member of the Council and one a Member of the Assembly.
(a) A report of the Committee is to be presented to each House by a member of each House appointed for the
purpose by the Committee.
(b) Where a notice of motion to disallow an instrument has been given in either House pursuant to recommendation
of the Committee, the Committee shall present a report to both Houses in relation to that instrument prior to the
House's consideration of that notice of motion. If the Committee is unable to report a majority position in regards to
the instrument, the Committee shall report the contrary arguments.

10.5

Upon its publication, whether under section 41(1)(a) of the Interpretation Act 1984 or another written law, an
instrument stands referred to the Committee for consideration.

10.6

10.7

In its consideration of an instrument, the Committee is to inquire whether the instrument (a)

is within power;

(b)

has no unintended effect on any person's existing rights or interests;

(c)

provides an effective mechanism for the review of administrative decisions; and

(d)

contains only matter that is appropriate for subsidiary legislation.

It is also a function of the Committee to inquire into and report on (a)

any proposed or existing template, pro forma or model local law;

(b)

any systemic issue identified in 2 or more instruments of subsidiary legislation; and

(c)

the statutory and administrative procedures for the making of subsidiary legislation generally, but not so as

to inquire into any specific proposed instrument of subsidiary legislation that has yet to be published.
10.8

In this order"instrument" means (a) subsidiary legislation in the form in which, and with the content it has, when it is published;
(b) an instrument, not being subsidiary legislation, that is made subject to disallowance by either House under a
written law;
"subsidiary legislation" has the meaning given to it by section 5 of the Interpretation Act 1984'.
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