
To the Standing Committee on Legislation

Re: Children and Coinmunit Services Amendment Bill20,9 <0
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'We, the undersigned, have felt really threatened by this proposed legislation through the rid

Community Services Amendment Bill20i. 9. Unfortunately, its specific targeting of ministers of religion in
the 'seal of confession' will end up targeting people  the Catholic/Christian/Orthodox Faiths, who have
up until now enjoyed the freedom to practice our Religion.

A relevant question that requires an answer would be - "Why has the bill not included people like
psychologists, out-of"home care workers, Youthjustice workers, early childhood workers and school
counsellors who would be more likely to be told by the children or they would be in a better position to
observe signs of abuse?"

One of the integral premises of our Faith is the Sacrament of Reconciliation (or Confession), The very term
'Reconciliation' should be treated with the respect it deserves i. e. in bringing about 'sorrow for the wrong
committed'. We are about I. .2 billion+ Catholics worldwide, and we believe that repentance of our sins
through the Sacrament of Confession brings the forgiveness of God and therefore eternal salvation.
Therefore, targeting the ministers of religion (viz. Catholic priests) through 'mandatory reporting of child
abuse requiring the breaking of the seal of confession' could be considered by all
Catholics/Christians/Orthodox Faiths as an infringement of our freedom to practice our Religion.

When the priest is in the Confessional, he is acting under the professional character of carrying out his
priestly duties. He exercises this mandate as it is given to him through his priestly commitment to the
Holy See and the universal Catholic Church. An integral part of this mandate is that he does riot violate
the code of secrecy in the Confessional. He would be considered in breach of his duty to the second party,
i. e. the penitent, if he disclosed any part of the confession. Since most Catholics who use the Sacrament
of Confession are riot abusers or the abused, this law would certainly not work, as we (the penitents)
would consider ourselves as victims of a law that targets our Reli jous Freedom.

As we have observed in cases of paedophilia, the paedophiles are scarcely repentant of their crimes as
they do riot feel guilty of their vile actions. But, if by chance, they are repentant, then it would be better
for them to confess and stop their abuse. It would also give the priest the opportunity to speak outside of
the Confessional to encourage the abuser to show his repentance by going to the authorities.

The Catholic Archdiocese of Perth has implemented a model of safeguarding measures for the protection
of children which has been adopted by other Catholic dioceses throughout Australia. The Archdiocese of
Perth can collaborate with the Government in more positive ways rather than the breaking of the 'seal of
confession' which is a mega-negative way. Not only is 'the seal of confession' a universal Church law that
the Australian Church does riot have any authority to alter, but it also is an oasis of trust between
penitent and confessor and the consequent forgiveness of God is a great relief for mind, body and soul.
To remove this ability for the penitent to trust their priest unconditionally in Confession will be very
unpopular with the Catholic/Christian/Orthodox population of Western Australia.
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