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I welcome the opportunity to comment on the Inquiry into the Children and 

Community Services Amendment Bill 2019. 

 

 

Limitation  

• My submissions are limited to the amendments in relation to extending 

mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse to ministers of religion. 

 

Support 

• I support clauses 51 to 53 of the Bill which introduce persons in religious 

ministry as mandated reporters of child sexual abuse, in line with 

recommendations 7.3 and 7.4 of the Final Report of the Royal Commission 

into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse (the Royal Commission). 

 

Reason for my submission 

• I am compelled to make a submission supporting clauses 51 to 53 of the Bill 

after receiving an email (attached), forwarded by a Catholic priest and sent 

‘with the approval and support of Archbishop Costelloe’s office’, 

‘written on behalf of abuse survivors in W.A. who are most keen to 

encourage Catholics, fellow survivors and allies of survivors to send in 

written submissions to the State Government requesting that they do not 

tamper with the Seal of Confession.’ The email contained material (“email 

material”) including a 5-minute video, a fact sheet, and a writers’ group 

document to assist in the preparation of such submissions.  

• I requested, but did not receive, material written on behalf of abuse 

survivors in W.A. who support legislative amendments to introduce 

persons in religions ministry as mandated reporters of child sexual abuse. I 

am disappointed that the voices of abuse survivors who support 

mandatory reporting of sexual abuse by ministers of religion were not 

heard or promoted by the Catholic Church in W.A. (“Church”) during this 

process.  

• I am concerned that the Church is agitating to maintain secrecy around 

disclosures and suspicion of sexual abuse arising during confession. It 



demonstrates that the Church is prioritising its own traditions above the 

need to protect some of the most vulnerable people in our community: 

children at risk of sexual abuse.  

• The email material promotes the argument that the seal of confession 

needs to be protected because, “Many survivors currently use the 

Confession as a safe space for counselling, support and healing.” Section 

124B of the Children and Communities Services Act 2004 and the proposed 

amendments would only compel ministers of religion (and other classes of 

persons) to make a report to the CEO if they form a belief during the 

course of their work that a child has been the subject of sexual abuse that 

occurred on or after the commencement day or is the subject of ongoing 

abuse. It is not contemplated that cases of historical sexual abuse will need 

to be disclosed but rather, that children recently or currently at risk will be 

afforded protection.  

• Further, I submit that the suggestion that a minister of religion is well 

placed to provide counselling for survivors of abuse is dangerous. All 

survivors of abuse should be immediately referred to medical or mental 

health professions who are appropriately qualified to diagnose the needs 

of, and treat, survivors of sexual abuse.  

 

Thank you for considering my submissions. 

 

Yours faithfully 

Shivaun Hughes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

----- Original Message ----- 
From: 

 
 
To: 
"Carl Carcione"  "Lorraine Szefczyk"  "Lorraine Szefczyk 

Mary-Kate Muir" 
, "Nola Tripi"  "Pauline Sweeny" 

Tania Herbert"  
"Teresa Finocchiario"  
Sent: 
Thu, 9 Jul 2020 21:42:04 +0800 
Subject: 
FW: URGENT: materials for use this weekend re Seal of Confession 

Dear friend & parishioner 

  

With respect to the submission to the Inquiry into the Children and Community 

Services Amendment Bill 2019, which you must have received last weekend, 

please find some useful tool, as attached, which you may need for assistance. 

  

Best wishes. 

  

Francis 

xxx 

Dear Parish Secretary, 

I am writing today with the approval and support of Archbishop Costelloe’s office. 

This email is written on behalf of abuse survivors in W.A. who are most keen to 
encourage Catholics, fellow survivors and allies of survivors to send in written 
submissions to the State Government requesting that they do not tamper with the 
Seal of Confession.  

To assist your parish priest and parishioners in our attempts to preserve the Seal 
of Confession - and therefore to safeguard any priest from facing jail merely for being 
a robust confessor, we have created: 

  1)   a 5-minute video putting forward our case as survivors, to assist people in 
understanding the unnecessary pain one clause in this Bill is now causing us, and to 
encourage them to act and write submissions — please go 
to https://youtu.be/nbKleTAV6TI to see the video. Parishes can also 
visit https://bit.ly/2VUsAGQ to access a downloadable version of this video 

https://youtu.be/nbKleTAV6TI
https://bit.ly/2VUsAGQ


from Dropbox (in .MP4, .MOV, and/or .AVI format, plus the Fact Sheet (mentioned 
directly below); 

  2)   an A4 double-sided Fact Sheet that can be copied and handed out to all 
parishioners this weekend and next weekend which gives an overview of what is at 
stake and what we can all do.  Please see the attached PDF file, also available for 
download from the Dropbox link above, namely https://bit.ly/2VUsAGQ.  

  3)   Some suggested wording for the parish bulletin (see below) additional to any 
that might have already been written. These can easily be copied and pasted in 
haste we hope so as to meet each parish secretary’s newsletter deadline for this 
weekend.  

  4)   a Writers' Group document that lays out some helpful aspects to choose from 
when a group gathers together to support one another when writing submissions. 
This too is available through the Dropbox link at https://bit.ly/2VUsAGQ. 

We are hoping that, although this is Seafarers’ Sunday (and we do not wish to 
lessen attention to this) your parish will find 5 minutes to: 

   - mention the topic of the Seal, 

   - show the video we have made (see point 1) above), and 

   - highlight the Fact Sheet  which we invite you to print off for all your 
parishioners, and ideally put onto your website/Facebook page. 

In the 48-hour window we had available to make the video, we attempted to add 
AusLan, but regrettably could not achieve this in the limited time to hand. We have 
also tried to get a hold of every parish's email address but do not believe we have 
been able to do this in the time available. With this in mind, might you also consider 
making contact with your neighbouring parishes to ensure they have access to this 
email and the materials provided. Thank you. 

If you have any further questions about this, please do not hesitate to call me on the 
number below. 

United in prayer to protect the Seal of Confession, and for the ongoing healing 
journey of abuse survivors, 

James (Parker) 

 

  

________________________________ 

  

https://bit.ly/2VUsAGQ
https://bit.ly/2VUsAGQ


Suggested wording for each parish’s weekly bulletin (and website/Facebook 
page): 

THE SEAL OF CONFESSION 

Where possible, we are encouraged to send a well-argued written submission to 
WA’s Legislation Committee by midnight on Friday 24 July as to why we believe 
the Confessional Seal should remain untouched by law. 

To watch any one of six videos of survivors speaking up in support of the Seal of 
Confession, please go 
to YouTube.com/TrueIdentityIntl or Facebook.com/TrueIdentityInternational. 

To inform you about the Bill and to show you how to write and send in 
submissions, video sessions via Zoom will take place for a 30-minute duration 
at 6:30pm and again at 7:30pm on Mon 13/7, Wed 15/7, Fri 17/7, Mon 20/7 and 
Wed 22/7. 

To log in to any of these 10 sessions: (1) go ONLINE to zoom.us, or onto the Zoom 
app, (2) select ‘JOIN A MEETING’, (3) enter the MEETING ID, [796 692 8292], then 
(4) enter the password [jesusheals]. You should then be good to go! 

For information on the Bill and writing submissions, 
visit: www.parliament.wa.gov.au/subportal. 

  

 

 

http://youtube.com/TrueIdentityIntl
http://facebook.com/TrueIdentityInternational
http://zoom.us/
http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/subportal



