
 
 

 
 

 
 
23 July 2020 
 
 
Dear Legislation Committee, 
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to write to you today as the Children and Community 
Services Amendment Bill 2019 presents me, and many I know, with such sadness and concern. 
 
I have been a primary school teacher for forty years and so the protection of child has always been 
uppermost in my heart. I am therefore pleased to see much of the Amendment Bill as this seeks to 
safeguard children from harm. 
 
What saddens and alarms me is the clause relating to the seal of confession and the expectation 
that any priest should ever be encouraged, and certainly never forced, to break the strict 
confidentiality of the seal. I believe that this is possibly the safest place where a child or anyone 
can unburden all of their pain, guilt and sadness in the strictest confidence – and especially the 
horrendous and devastating pain of sexual abuse. This can be a place where the important first 
steps of facing the darkness within can actually begin. Where will they be able to go to now if not 
to this last sacrosanct place remaining in our fractured society? 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
How will victims and survivors increase their own mental well-being, assist and protect their own 
families, or enter into any judicial process if they themselves are not well enough in the first place? 
We cannot slaughter in adulthood those who have already paid an unspeakable price in childhood. 
This would be the epitome of injustice. 
 
We cannot let the seal of confession be violated in any way, and especially if we truly believe in 
the welfare of each individual – and especially children. No decent society should consider closing 
down this pathway to hope. 
 
Once again, thank you for taking the time to let my voice be heard, and for your careful 
consideration of what I have written above. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
(Mrs) Jenny Troy) 




