
Dear Legislation Committee, 
 
I am making a submission for the inquiry into the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 
2019 
 
THE PROPOSED AMENDMENT BILL 2019 IN QUESTION 
The Children & Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 introduces various amendments to the 
Children & Community Services Act 2004. It also introduces two specific amendments affecting 
ministers of religion. It further affects the faith and practice of one’s religion. These amendments 
arose out of the findings and report by the Royal Commission into the Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse (the Royal Commission report) released in December 2017. 
The Amendments - Clause 51 to 53 of the Amendment Bill 2019 
The two specific amendments in the Amendment Bill 2019 referred to, amongst others, implements 
recommendations 7.3 and 7.4 of the Final Report of the Royal Commission. These 
two recommendations are contained in clauses 51 to 53 of the Amendment Bill 2019. 
 
Throughout my submission I will be referring to Recommendations 7.3 and 7.4 as the specific 
amendments of the Amendment Bill in issue.  
 
Survivors of sexual abuse want and need confession as a safe space, as it is basically the last truly 
anonymous, cost free and non-judgmental environment to discuss their pain in complete 
confidence. The confessional often is the place where healing starts. 
 
I have been born and brought up in a Catholic family and treasure all the values that have been given 
to me by my parents, family, community and Church. I have received all my nourishment and values 
through the Catholic Church. The sacraments are a very important part of my life as they bring 
healing to my soul and help me to live life to the fullest and in tune with God and the world. 
Confession has enriched my spiritual life and helped me overcome sinful behaviour and character 
weaknesses. Confession is a social good. Whatever the sin is, whether murder, theft, slander, or 
whatever, confession is about getting an individual to deal with his/her faults by changing his/her 
behaviour for the good. Society benefits from this. 
 
I do not condone any form of abuse of anyone by anyone. I know that the Catholic Church has 
accepted 98% of the recommendations of the Royal Commission’s report on child sexual abuse. 
(Conference of Australian Bishops 2018.) 
 
Survivors use the Confession to seek healing and justice. Many survivors of child sexual abuse have 
said that the confessional remains the only safe place they can easily access without cost, to seek 
healing and support about their trauma. 
I have met James Parker and heard his testimony. 
“I was a suicidal teenager. I had no one to turn to who would let me talk at my pace and respect my 
need at that time for utter privacy. It was the kindness and empathy of a Catholic priest in the 
confessional that literally saved my life.” James Parker, a child sexual abuse survivor 
 
“One of the safest places I could turn to was my local priest under the Seal of Confession. If I’d 
thought the priest would ever tell anyone what I shared with him, then I’d never have gone to him. It 
feels as though politicians are now attacking me when I am the one who was wronged and hurt.”  
an 18-yr old child sexual abuse survivor 
 
“We the abuse victims are being frightened away from going to confession. … The thought of losing 
the security and safety of the Seal of Confession brings me to tears. Where else do I turn? Where 



else will provide me with what I need to begin the process to inner healing?” a 27-yr old child 
sexual abuse survivor 
 
To watch powerful short stories of how the Confessional Seal offers hope and healing to W.A. 
survivors, visit: YouTube.com/TrueIdentityIntl and Facebook.com/TrueIdentityInternational 
 
Existing and Other Possible Measures to Safeguard Children 
The Catholic Archdiocese of Perth has implemented exemplary measures in the safeguarding of 
children. Its successful Safeguarding Programme has been adopted as a model across Catholic 
dioceses throughout Australia. No other organisation outside the Catholic Church of Australia has as 
comprehensive and as large-scale a programme for the safeguarding of children. Instead of forcing 
the Church to implement mandatory reporting, which is beyond its power to do, the Government 
should instead consult and work collaboratively with the Church to implement and improve 
practices that are within the Church’s power to implement. The Perth Archdiocese led the way in 
reforms and implementation of children safeguarding procedures in Australia, and that this model 
has been implemented Australia wide due to its success. 
 
I am a Safeguarding officer for Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church in Rockingham for the last 4.5 
years. I have received all information and training to implement this program in the parish. I have 
walked along side adults and children. The survivors need their own space and time to come forward 
and share their stories and I respect that and journey with them. 
 
I like to see the Legislation Committee advise the Government to permit the confessional to remain 
untouched as this would be of widespread benefit to those who use the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
as a means of healing and restoration on every level - physical, emotional, and above all spiritual. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity 
God Bless You  
 
Mariza D’Souza 




