
Parliament of Western Australia  
Level 1, 11 Harvest Terrace  
WEST PERTH WA 6005  
 
lapac@parliament.wa.gov.au  

11 November 2021 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To whom it may concern,  
 
 
INQUIRY INTO THE STUDENT TRANSPORT ASSISTANCE POLICY FRAMEWORK  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to the inquiry into the Student Transport 
Assistance Policy Framework.  
 
For over 100 years, the Kondinin Primary School has provided many generations of Kondinin 
families a wonderful, safe and secure education, regardless of their home location within the 
locality of Kondinin. The school is served by a vibrant and motivated School Board, staffed by skilled 
and professional individuals, and supported by a committed and passionate Parents and Citizens 
Committee. All these groups in our school community combine together to create a local school 
community that provides not only a place for education, but is an intermediary for many 
generations of families to continue their association with our wonderful local school.  
 
Sadly in recent years, the decision was made to take the existing bus run that serviced Kondinin 
Primary School and transfer to a bus servicing the needs of Narembeen District High School. This 
alone had a massive impact on the school numbers, not only by allowing access to another school 
for Kondinin town-site students, but also removing the bus option for students on outlying rural 
properties. 
 
Current school aged parents who live on a rural property within the locality of Kondinin are faced 
with one option that enables them to send their children to the ‘local and closest school’; put their 
children on a bus run designed primarily to transport high school aged children from Hyden / 
Karlgarin and Kondinin to Kulin.  Whilst this situation has enabled some primary school aged 
children who live on farms on the Kulin / Hyden bus route to attend Kondinin Primary School, the 
school have no control on this situation and no sway in the consideration of amending this route 
to capture more Kondinin farm children to attend Kondinin Primary School.  This scenario also 
requires Kondinin Primary School staff to supervise these children when they arrive at school 
before school officially starts and after school when school officially ends. Having our own bus 
service would enable staff to better utilise this time spent on improving educational outcomes of 
students, rather than providing direct supervision of bus students. Along with this it’s unfair for 
teachers and staff to be supervising students beyond what is expected norm in their profession, 
and the costings of such activities could be spent better elsewhere in the School.  
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Drawing on the context provided above, this submission responds to the following sections of the 
Committee’s Terms of Reference as follows.  
 

a) The Eligibility Criteria for Students to Qualify for Transport Assistance. 
 
There are currently two bus services that take children from the Kondinin town site, one of which 
takes students to Kulin District High School and the other Narembeen District High School. Whilst 
this provides choice for students attending High School, it also enables primary school children to 
attend both these District High Schools, the latter of which has serious social, community, economic 
and financial implications on both Kondinin Primary School itself, and the Kondinin community as 
a whole.  
 
In terms of the ‘nearest appropriate school’ criteria, the Parents and Citizens Committee would like 
this criteria to be tightened in that primary school aged students who have access to Kondinin 
Primary School are not able to simply attend a school outside of the town in which they reside 
based on no valid reason as to why Kondinin Primary School is not an ‘appropriate school’. The 
Policy review should consider introducing criteria that puts equal accountability and restrictions on 
both School Bus Services and the Education Department accepting these primary school 
enrolments knowing that the children are attending their school by bus from another town that 
has an excellent Primary School.  In doing this, the Kondinin locality would have the six (6) students 
it requires to tender for a bus service dedicated to Kondinin Primary School, whilst also giving 
confidence to prospective parents arriving to town or with pre-school aged children living on 
surrounding farms that the school has a bus service.  
 
Kondinin is a well serviced town with a shire office, a hospital, quality recreation facilities, a post 
office, a community resource centre, a western power depot, an aged care lodge, a medical centre 
and various local businesses. The school however is the heart of the community, and without a bus 
to enable farm students with ready access to the school and government policy in place that readily 
allows primary school aged children to attend schools in neighbouring towns, this further impounds 
the sustainability of the school and the town more generally. In turn these families are more likely 
to play sport and attend events in the neighbouring towns, parents to shop in the neighbouring 
towns, parents to volunteer in community and sporting groups in neighbouring towns, and then in 
the next generation to come these children are not going to identify as being from Kondinin and 
therefore have no connection to the school or the local community. The school also provides a 
place of employment, and with less numbers at a school there is less opportunity to attract new 
staff to the school and retain existing staff, which again places further social and economic 
implications on the community.   
 
f) The contractual arrangements with services providers, including the appropriateness of current 
bus contracts, and payment arrangements, and previous contract arrangements in the manner in 
which they were created.  
 
A Narembeen bus contractor works at Kondinin Primary School and parks the bus at Kondinin 
Primary School, giving the appearance that the bus parked out the front of the school for most days 



of the week is in fact that of the schools, when it is in fact not. It seems strange how a Narembeen 
School Bus has a start and end point in Kondinin and that the contractor also works at the Kondinin 
Primary School. It is recommended that this type of scenario is taken into consideration when 
determining new contracts.  
 
Kondinin has been fortunate in many local families now reaching school aged children and in the 
coming years we have the opportunity to attract families from rural properties in the locality of 
Kondinin. Without reasonable and fair travel times to their local school, these parents may seek 
options elsewhere,  
 
Thank you for your consideration in our submission  
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
Helen Crane 
President  
Kondinin Parents and Citizens  
 
 


