
 

 

Mandatory reporting of sexual abuse disclosed in the sacrament of reconciliation is unnecessary and simply a 

violation of religious freedom.  It is a form of Christian persecution disguised as child protection for the 

following reasons: 

 

 

1/        There is no evidence to demonstrate that such legislation is in the best interests of children and will 

make them safer. 

 

2/        Offenders are not so foolish to confess their sexual offences to a priest knowing that they will be 

reported.  If they desire to make their crimes known, they might as well go straight to the police to make 

their confessions. 

 

3/        Victims of sexual abuse also hesitate to seek help from priests in the sacrament of Reconciliation 

when there is no confidential treatment of their disclosure, but everything has to be done according to the law 

which is not necessarily in the best interest of the victims. 

 

4/        Since neither victims nor offenders are assured of confidentiality in the sacrament of Reconciliation, 

priests will also miss opportunities to counsel ways of seeking help with offenders and victims, and to 

encourage offenders to report themselves to police. 

 

5/        While laws on mandatory reporting obligations seem to apply fairly to all faith communities, the 

sacrament of Reconciliation only exists in the Catholic faith.  Therefore it is perceived to be a persecution of 

the Catholic faith. 

 

6/        Earlier in 2019, the Vatican issued a note in response to civil movements against the Church’s 

teachings such as the demand in Australia to lift the confessional seal: “Any political action or legislative 

initiative aimed at breaching the inviolability of the sacramental seal would constitute an unacceptable 

offence against the liberty of the Church”.   

There are many other ways of effectively protecting children against sexual abuse, but breaking 

confidentiality in the sacrament of Reconciliation in the name of protecting children cannot be justified.  The 

sacrament of Reconciliation is fundamental to the Catholic faith; any government who interferes with this 

sacrament is in fact persecuting Catholics. 

 

7/        Mandatory reporting of sexual abuse disclosed in the sacrament of Reconciliation will leave priests in 

fear of surveillance, and very vulnerable to prosecution for their religion.  The scenario of someone 

pretending to disclose false allegations of sexual abuse to a priest in the sacrament of Reconciliation, and 

then denouncing the priest to the authorities for failing to report the allegations, is very probable ….a gross 

injustice disguised as justice, as well as violation of human rights in the name of child protection. 




