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Attention: Principal Research Officer
Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices
Legislative Assembly
Parliament House
PERTH WA 6000
WHY SAFEGUARDS WILL NOT WORK
To the Members of Parliament.
I urge our parliament to say no to euthanasia.
Please consider these points:
1)

2)

3)

4)

Elderly and disabled people are extremely susceptible to the
suggestions of others due to their physically vulnerable state in
life and their dependance on other people for everything. Quite
often they are also somewhat depressed, particularly in the
early stages of entering full-time care.
Relatives who might not even wish to encourage their elderly or
disabled relations to euthanase themselves may not even need
to say anything overt to cause this to happen; it may be
enough to simply suggest that the school fees are expensive
and it is costing a lot to keep the elderly/disabled in that home.
In their depressed state, the disabled and elderly may be all too
willing to believe they are useless and discardable. A decision
may be taken that might have been regretted later on, if
medical treatment for depression and family counseling had
been given instead of ‘the green needle.’
Quadraplegic people in particular are usually suicidal for about
a year after their accidents - during this period a decision to
euthanase oneself might be taken that, had the person waited
longer, they probably would not take.
The Hippocratic Oath that doctors have taken throughout the
centuries has precluded killing patients: I will use treatment to
help the sick according to my ability and judgment, but never
with a view to injury and wrong-doing. Neither will I administer
a poison to anybody when asked to do so, nor will I suggest
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