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Our Ref: LUP/341 (009/83080) 

Your Ref: 

EnquIries to: Mr Dave Waller 

28th October 2009 

Hon Brian Ellis MLC 
Chair 
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 
Parliament House 
PERTH WA 6000 

Dear Mr Ellis 

PUBLIC 

Re: Inquiry Into Deep Sewerage - Standing Committee on Environment and Public 
Affairs 

Thank you for your letter seeking comments from the City in relation to the Standing 
Committee on Environment and Public Affairs commencing an inquiry into deep 
sewerage in the Cockburn area. Mayor Sammels has asked me to respond to you on his 
behalf and provide the following submission. 

Residential 

The City of Rockingham has approximately four percent (4%) of residential properties 
that are unsewered. 

The greatest concern from the City's perspective is an area located in Shoalwater which 
abuts the southern edge of Lake Richmond. Lake Richmond is classified as a 
Environmental Protection Policy Wetland under the Environmental Protection (Swan 
Coastal Plains) Policy of the EPA, which provides the greatest level of protection under 
the Policy. Lake Richmond has an endangered ecological community of Throbolites 
(living fossils) and is appropriately classified as a Regional Reserve (Parks and 
Recreation) under the Metropolitan Region Scheme. The Lake is also a habitat for a 
large variety of lizard, snakes, frogs and birdlife, among others flora and fauna. The City 
has adopted a Management Plan which includes assessment of water quality, due to 
concerns that resident septic tank and leach drain system may be leaching effluent into 
Lake Richmond. 

The City is also aware of growing resident concerns regarding the environmental impact 
of leach drains on Lake Richmond. Attached is a recent article that appeared in the 
Community Newspaper on the 3rd July 2009. 
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The other residential area that is unsewered includes large sections of the coastal 
suburbs of Singleton and Golden Bay. The unavailability of sewer in Singleton, Golden 
Bay and parts of Shoalwater is an impediment to infill development under the City's Town 
Planning Scheme No.2. 

Industrial 

Most of the East Rockingham light industrial area north of Dixon Road is unsewered. 
This area extends from the Bus Depot on Goddard Street up to Arkwright Street (west 
side). There are thirty industrial premises in this area which have degreasing wash bays 
which discharge to on-site 'soakwells. Although through the City's Industrial Audit Officer 
there has been an improvement to the quality of waste water discharging on-site, from an 
environmental perspective the solution to completely removing detergents and 
hydrocarbons from the groundwater and achieving zero parts per million (Oppm) 
discharge to the environment is to connect these industrial properties to deep sewerage. 

The City considers that both the East Rockingham industrial area (Dixon Road) and the 
Shoalwater area south of Lake Richmond should be of the nighest priority for deep 
sewerage. 

I trust the City's comments will be taken into consideration by the Standing Committee in 
support of the provision of infill sewerage · into priority areas within the City of 
Rockingham. 

Yours faithfully 

ANDREW HAMMOND 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

cc: Mayor Sammels 
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Stink over sewerage 

03/Julj2oo9 
Comments: 2 readers have left a comment 

SHOALWATER resident Glenn Aske~ will prepare a petition to Water Minister Graeme Jacobs, 
appealing for thE:! State Government to reinstate the inflll sewerage program for about 200 
homes in the area. 

Mr Askew has lived In his Shoalwater home for 17 years and has been waIting that long for connection to deep 
sewerage so he can decommIssIon his costly and environmentally risky septic tank. 

His neighbours, many of them elderly, also struggled to meet the costs of maintaining the tanks 
and leach drains, and all are concerned about the potential health Impacts of overflowing tanks 
and the negative environmental effects polluted groundwater could have on nearby heritage
listed Lake Richmond, home to the nationally declared "critically endangered ecological 
community" of thrombolites, or living fossils. 

Mr Askew said residents were told 10 years ago that they could not be connected to deep 
sewerage 6ecause there was not enough capacity at the Point Peron treatment plant. 

"They have since developed the new Shoalwater residential area and we are stili waiting to be 
connected," Mr Askew said. 

"My neighbour has just spent $4000 having his leach drain cleared and I recently spent $1000 
having my tank emptied. It's seems very unfalr." 

http://weekend.ililllycommunity.com.au/news-and-views/local-news/Stink -over-sewer... 2211 0/2009 
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Rockingham MLA Mark McGowan said the affected streets - part of an area called Rockingham 
25B - Include Richmond Avenue, Recreation Drive, Light Street, the upper section of Frederick 
Street and Nlnda Road. 

He said the program's cancellation was a "terrible Injustice" and he would fight for Its 
restoration on behalf of local residents. 

The minister, Dr Jacobs, said the program was deferred because of the global economic 
downturn and would save the State Government $85 million. . 

"Should economic conditions improve substantially In coming years, sufficiently to allow the 
deferred works to be re-ordered, that would be done with any additional funding to allow the 
re-start of the final phases of the program. 

\\1 am listening carefully to representations being made by a number of members of parliament, 
Including Mr McGowan, on behalf of concerned constituents whose Inflll works may have been 
deferred," Dr Jacobs said. 

What Do You Think? 

Your rating : 

What everyone else is thinking 

Anne 

20/07/200 9 

How many areas are going without deep sewage, a 17 year walt Is appalling. If we said to 
government or water corp (one & the same) we where going to defer paying the bills, who 
would jump up and down then? Where has the money the resident pay, been spent for the last 
17 years? The amount of areas that don't have deep sewage in this day and age is 
unbelievable, It's time for an investigation or audit to be carried out. Water Corp should be held 
accountable. 

Jason Clarke 

I agree whole heartediy, I live on the corner of frederick street and otway pi and have been 
waiting for years for deep sewerage i Inherited the home I live In from my grandmother and 
only being twenty years old I cant afford the associated costs In drainage and upkeep, Its unfair 
for such a small group of people (who pay their rates like everyone else) to be left out because 
the area has a low socioeconomic status. . 

Share your thoughts in 60 seconds! 

Members : login to comment 
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