
 
  

 
Legislation Committee 
Parliament House 
4 Harvest Terrace 
West Perth WA 6005 
 
23rd July 2020 
 
It is very painful for me to write this submission. Thankfully, to talk about this issue is not as 
traumatic as it used to be, or I may have decided not to make a submission at all. Unfortunately, I 
have witnessed a gamut of sexual abuse in and around the community since I was a child.  

I reiterate all of the sensible and logical arguments offered by His Grace Archbishop Costelloe, who is 
the local leader of the Roman Catholic Church to which I belong. In particular, I point to His Graces’ 
Pastoral Letter of 18 May 2020, and wish to state that I was very consoled by and felt empowered to 
read that public letter. (http://www.perthcatholic.org.au/Our_Archdiocese-Archbishop-
Latest_News-2020-Pastoral_Letter_from_the_Most_Rev_Timothy_Costelloe_SDB.htm) 

One issue that I feel has been overlooked in this consultative process is the reality of juvenile 
predation which can occur against other children. As the sacrament of penance stands, a young 
offender who wishes to cease offending may go to a trusted priest. There, the penitent may receive 
the chance of healing and confidentiality. It is obvious that if the confessional was no longer private 
and confidential, this opportunity would be lost. I am deeply concerned, that legislative attempts to 
change the Catholic church’s sacrament of penance (confession) will be very dangerous. Changes to 
the confidential nature of confession could be dangerous, in case there are juvenile predators who 
may be Catholic (or other non- Catholic offenders), who wish to gain pastoral support from a 
Catholic Priest to cease their predatorial behaviour.  

It is common knowledges that abuse perpetrators had most often been abused themselves at some 
stage, usually in childhood. So, being highly likely that the young predator was already perpetrated 
against by another predator, that child might want to get support and protection in the confessional 
after they have been abused. If the confessional seal was at risk, the likelihood of this recovery and 
future crime prevention will be certainly and sorely jeopardised. Anyone who says that they are ‘for’ 
the victim will surely see my logic here and think long and hard before potentially jeopardising this 
opportunity for community healing.  

Anecdotally, I have been told by a friend of a deceased lawyer that this lawyer believes that 
paedophilia is an incurable disease. That lawyer; ensured that through his defence of many victims, 
that several sex offenders were sentenced and convicted of horrific crimes in NSW. He saw that once 
a paedophile had started harming children that they were never able to stop. However, perhaps if 
there is enough support for juvenile sex offenders, (for example, seeking healing through the 
sacrament of penance with a trusted priest) that they will not have to turn out to be these 
‘incurable’ adult offenders.  

Yours sincerely,  
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