
SUBMISSION  -  Inquiry into The Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019.   
 
My submission addresses  
 
The Amendments – Clauses 51 to 53 of the above Amendment Bill 2019. 
The two specific amendments in the Amendment Bill 2019 referred to, amongst others, implements 
Recommendation 7.3 and Recommendation 7.4 as contained in the Final Report of the Royal 
Commission.  These two recommendations are contained under Clauses 51 to 53.   
 
Hereinafter I shall refer to these two amendments as Recommendation 7.3 and Recommendation 7.4 
throughout my submission. 
 
I strongly disagree to the amendments on the following grounds. 
 

A.        Recommendation 7.3 / the First Amendment – Clauses 51 and 52 in the   
       Amendment  Bill 2019. 
 

i. Any abuse against a child and young people is abhorrent.   It must be stopped.   
Catholics in Western Australia can be proud that the Archdiocese of Perth in Western 
Australia leads the nation in child safeguarding with safeguarding initiatives across all 
agencies.   
 

ii. Minister Simone McGurk on the 28 November 2019 has expedited and singled out the 
‘ministers of religion” ahead of others but did not justify or explain why.  This is 
unreasonable.  We are not living in a police state.   
 

iii. Furthermore Minister McGurk has singled out the Catholic religion as this is not for 
“ministers of all religions” which is inconceivable as the Salvation Army has the highest 
number of survivors.  (Table 2 of the Royal Commission Final report). 
 

iv. She said “that children’s right to safety and protection from harm is paramount” but isn’t 
the safety of all children paramount, not just those in religious institutions?  She is 
attacking the religious and appears to be anti-religious.  It appears to be an anti-religion 
agenda under the guise of child safety.   

 
v. She is trying to make it a crime if a “minister of religion did not report “something they 

may have heard”.  It is merely re-election rhetoric by Minister McGurk. 
 

vi. The government has not made any effort to work in consultation with the Churches and 
ministers of religion, though they intend to do that with the other categories listed in 
Recommendation 7.3.  This is discrimination against “religious institutions”.   

 
vii. In Table 1 page 11 of the Royal Commission Final Report, the religious activities figure 

includes the Catholic Church + all the Christian + non-Christian.  This gives an incorrect 
number of those pertaining only to the Catholic Church. 
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B.       Recommendation 7.4 / the Second Amendment – Clauses 51/53 in the 
      Amendment Bill 2019.   
 

i. Recommendation 7.4 is a direct violation of the Catholic religion.  It is done with a lack of 
understanding of the Catholic beliefs, practice, tradition and faith.  It undermines the faith 
of Catholicism, as Confession is one of the seven sacraments and it is sacrilegious to even 
think to break the holy seal of confession which has been instituted by Jesus Christ since 
time immemorial. 
 

ii. The Conference of Bishops in their responses to the Royal Commission Report in August 
2018 clearly spelt out why they cannot agree to this, whilst accepting almost 98% of the 
recommendations.   

 
iii. In Table 3 of the Royal Commission Final Report - Number of survivors in private sessions 

by religious organisation to May 2017, it shows that out of the top six highest number of 
survivors, the Salvation Army has the highest average number with 4.59% .  This is 
followed by the Protestants, Presbyterian and reformed, Brethren and Judaism is sixth.    
The Catholic comes fifth at 2.58% average.  This shows how the Catholic institutions have 
been singled out, when in fact the Salvation Army has the highest number! 

 
iv. Under the Constitution of Australia 

116.  Commonwealth not to legislate in respect of religion.   
 
This clause states “the Commonwealth shall not prohibit the free exercise of any 
religion”.  Furthermore, Australia has obligations under international law, and under its 
constitution, to protect the right to freedom of religion and belief.” 
Freedom of religion is supposed to be a recognised human right in multicultural Australia. 

 
v. Under the Western Australia – Equal Opportunity Act 1984 

72. Religious bodies. 
 
Nothing in this Act affects — …..or (d) any other act or practice of a body established for 
religious purposes, being an act or practice that conforms to the doctrines, tenets or 
beliefs of that religion or is necessary to avoid injury to the religious susceptibilities of 
adherents of that religion”.  
 
Under this Act, the act of confession is a necessary doctrine and belief of Catholicism and 
it is necessary to avoid injury to the religious susceptibilities of confession and to the 
adherents,  that is the “ministers of religion” the priests.   Therefore, to impose 
Recommendation 7.4 on Ministers of religion means going against the Equal Opportunity 
Act 1984.   
 

vi. Extract  from the Cathechism of the Catholic Church 
Article 4 - The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation  
VIII. The Minister of this Sacrament  
 
1467.   Given the delicacy and greatness of this ministry and the respect due to persons, 
the Church declares that every priest who hears confessions is bound under very severe 
penalties to keep absolute secrecy regarding the sins that his penitents have confessed  
to him. He can make no use of knowledge that confession gives him about penitents' lives.  
72.      This secret, which admits of no exceptions, is called the "sacramental seal,"  
because what the penitent has made known to the priest remains "sealed" by the 
sacrament.   (Cathechism of the Catholic Church, 72 Cf. CIC, can. 1388 § 1; CCEO, can. 1456). 
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vii. With the sacramental seal of Confession it does not condone abuse of children.  The seal 

of confession defends the right of a citizen to talk to God via the ministry of the priest 
without interference.  It is a matter of conscience of our inmost being, a right that cannot 
be denied.   
 

viii. Already the world is suffering with the global pandemic of the corona virus.  With God’s 
power and wrath, if you interfere with Catholicism and in particular requesting ministers 
of religion to report on child sexual abuse, it means they will have to break the Seal of 
Confession, which was implemented by Jesus Christ.  To do this, God with His almighty 
power can bring down a vengeance on the entire world and there could be extreme 
suffering to many people and families.  Do you want this to happen by bringing in this 
legislation? 
 

ix. Going against the law of God can have serious repercussions.  This is occurring now in 
Melbourne  and Victoria, as they permitted Voluntary Assisted Dying last year which is 
against the principles  of the Catholic church.  Now Victoria has the highest number of 
positive cases of the Corona Virus in Australia and so many people have already died. 
 

x. Western Australia legislated for Voluntary Assisted Dying in 2019 and introduced this.  Will 
God severely reprimand the State of Western Australia for doing this?  The pandemic is 
not finished yet and God in his power can make a State without any extricable reason, 
suffer.  Bringing in Recommendations 7.3 and 7.4 that is asking Ministers of religion to 
report on child sexual abuse is evil because it is scientifically shown to be UNLIKELY to be 
mentioned in the Seal of Confession and is prohibited against Catholic  principles.  

 
xi. By legislating on Recommendations 7.3 and 7.4, there may be spiritual and godly 

interventions that could bring intense suffering to many millions of people.  Please we 
do not want anything of this kind of suffering and pain to come to Western Australia.  
Please do not risk our beautiful city and State to this kind of religious warfare which totally 
does not make any sense.  

 
xii. There are many people who are suffering psychologically from loss of work and housing, 

many suffering with depression and mental disorders and family breakdowns etc.  The 
people with mental health issues will have no-one to turn to to confidentially talk to, as 
less people would take up the vocation of priesthood and ministers of religion, if they 
know they have to go against church laws by having to break the seal of confession 
which has been established since Jesus Christ came on earth.  The Seal of Confession was 
instituted in Scripture in the Gospel of John 20:  21-23. 
 

xiii. From scripture in the Acts of the Apostles 4: 18-19, when the authorities called them in 
and warned them not to preach or teach in the name of Jesus.  At this Peter and John 
answered, “Judge for yourselves whether it would be right for us, in the sight of God, to 
listen to your voice instead of the voice of God”.   
 

xiv. Please do not make Western Australia suffer for a law which can only be determined by a 
supreme infallible spiritual source  – God  Almighty.  

 

 
___________________ 

 
 
 




