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Dear Dr Jacobs
INQUIRY INTO MENTAL HEALTH IMPACTS OF FIFO WORK ARRANGEMENTS
Thankyou for your correspondence dated 22 August 2014.
Advice from the Coronia! Investigations Unit in relation to the questions raised is
provided below.
Question (1) - Is Western Australia Police advised of suspected suicides when
they occur at remote mining locations?
Yes.
Western Australia Police (WA Police) will be advised in all instances of suspected
suicides which occur within the state of Western Australia.
Suspected suicides are classified as 'reportable deaths', which are defined under Section
1 of The Coroners Act 1996 (The Act) as;
'A Western Australian death ... that appears to have been unexpected, unnatural or
violent or to have resulted, directly or indirectly, from injury'.
There is a legal obligation for persons to report a death that is or may be a reportable
death to a Coroner or a member of the WA Police immediately after he or she becomes
aware of the death, pursuant to Section 17(1) of the Act.
In the event a suspected suicide was reported directly to the Coroner, The Coroner's
Office would notify WA Police, so that a response to the incident could be initiated.
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Question (2)- Would police officers typically attend a remote mining site following
the reporting of a suspected suicide?
Yes.
WA Police officers are appointed Coroner's Investigators pursuant to Section 14(2) of the
Act, and are required to investigate all reportable deaths on behalf of the Coroner.
As such, it is practice for WA Police officers to physically attend the incident scene and
commence a coronia! investigation into the death in all instances, irrespective of
remoteness of location.

Question (3) -If so, what role would the police officers typically carry out?
The police officers would commence and lead the coronia! investigation in accordance
with the WA Police Investigation Doctrine, and having regard to the Five Key
Investigative Strategies contained in it.
Typically, upon attendance at the scene (and having established there was no evidence
of criminality in the death), they would;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Record the scene/collect physical material (evidence) for later forensic examination;
Identify and interview key witnesses;
Notify and interview the deceased's next of kin regarding victimology (background
information about the deceased);
Perform a Family Liaison function;
Have the deceased formally identified and arrange for the deceased to be certified
'life extinct';
Arrange for the deceased to be conveyed to the nearest mortuary;
Liaise with other regulatory bodies (i.e. Worksafe) who may be required to
commence their own investigation;
Research available intelligence holdings (regarding the deceased's medical history,
previous instances of self-harm, etc.) for information/intelligence which may assist
the investigation;

The officers would later liaise with the pathologist who performed the post mortem
examination to establish the cause of death. They would compile a comprehensive
investigation report and submit to the Coroner.
Question (4)- Would WA Police typically be responsible for informing next of kin
about suicides at remote mining locations?
Yes .
Please see response to Question 3.
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There is an obligation pursuant to Section 20 of the Act for the Coroner to provide certain
information to the deceased's next of kin, as soon as practicable. It is practice for police
officers to relay this information to them on the Coroner's behalf.
Question (5) - With respect to the answers to question (1 - 4) above, is WA
Police's role in response to suicides at remote mining locations any different to
the role WA Police would typically play in similar scenarios in less remote
locations?
No.
WA Police will always lead the coronia! investigation into a suicide which occurs within
Western Australia.
It is practice for local police who are stationed nearest to a remote incident scene to
attend there and commence the investigation, rather than have police officers attached to
the WA Police Coronia! Investigations Unit (CIU), who are based in Perth, attend.
This ensures expediency in terms of police response, and also takes into account the
finite resources of the CIU.
Should the local police officers who attend a suicide in a remote location require
guidance or advice, they have all-hours telephone access to the CIU Coronia! Remote
Manager.
I trust these responses adequately answer your questions.

Yours sincerely
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