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Mrs. Susan Regnard,

23/09/2017
The Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices,
Level 1,
11 Harvest Terrace,
West Perth WA 6005.

Dear Sirs,

SUBMISSION
to the WA Parliament's
JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON END OF LIFE CHOICES

I would like to make a submission under your Terms of Reference point 3, to "consider what type of legislative
change may be required."

GRIEF AND DEPRESSION
I would suggest that it is important to carefully avoid any change to the current legislation that would place
vulnerable people in danger of losing their lives to treatable depression or grief. I would suggest this is bad public
policy for several reasons:

1. It is a grave injustice to the person
2. It deprives families of valuable and valued family members
3. It deprives individuals, families and socii:;ty at large of the opportunity and means of developing the prosocial character and attitudes which underpin the best features and values of western culture - the
fundamental concept of individual rights, the protection of the most vulnerable and the humane treatment
of all society's members.
Point 1: It is a grave injustice to the person

My 98 year old mother-in-law has lived with us for the last 12 years. In the year 1998 one of her sons died
tragically. She was devastated and grief-stricken. It seemed like an unbearable suffering, and she wanted
to take her own life.
She has come to accept her son's death. Since he passed away, she has celebrated weddings,
Christmases, and birthdays with us. She has had the joy of seeing 11 great-grandchildren come into the
world, and is looking forward to 3 more in the next few months. Her life has been rich and rewarding,
despite her loss. She has suffered setbacks - two bouts of pneumonia, two falls resulting in a cracked
femur and a broken pelvis - and has fought back with courage and determination to the point where she
can walk again. Her spirit is as alive as it ever was. She contributes spiritually and emotionally to the
richness, diversity and wellbeing of the extended family.
She is happy to be alive and see her family grow, and they love her. To allow to her to end my own life in a
time of suffering would have deprived her of many years of happy, productive living. That is not love, or
care, or compassion, or justice. That is indifference, cruelty and neglect. The law should not facilitate
indifference, cruelty and neglect.
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Yours Sincerely,
Sincerely,

Susan Regnard

