
 

As a committed Catholic I understand that when I confess my sins , that confession is made to the 
Priest in persona christi. I am not confessing to Fr xxxxx, I am confessing to Christ himself. If you pass 
this rule you will be instructing the Catholic Church of Australia to excommunicate itself from the Holy 
See and effectively end the right of every Catholic in Australia to practice their faith without inference 
from Government. Our constitution should protect me from this but your intention is to remove my 
right to practice my religion free from Government interference.  
 
I am curious as to why you have not sought to contact the Holy See or indeed engage with the 
Archbishop of Perth but you seek to impose your will and dismiss my rights to live my Catholic life. 
 
You would have heard submissions to the effect that if a Priest were to become aware of serious and 
unforgivable transgressions of the type the Royal Commission outlined then that Priest, outside of the 
sanctity of the confessional would seek to engage the penitent and get that person to contact the 
authorities. To believe otherwise is to malign the whole Church. 
 
If this law does pass in its present form then you will end the Catholic faith in Australia as every Priest 
would potentially be faced with excommunication from the Holy See or imprisonment by the State. 
Surely we are better than China in the protection of our citizens and Priests. 
 
I pray that your minds will be opened to the terrible wrongs you are currently pursuing and trust that 
you will realise you lack the moral authority and the legal authority to make such an ill informed law. In 
seeking to break the seal of confession you are directly interfering with the Holy See and the authority 
of the Pope. 
 
Indeed in your pursuit of the Catholic Church you have shown yourselves to be anti religion and 
opposed to the constitution that binds all Australians irrespective of their State or Federal roles. 
Furthermore the Royal commission listed 5 areas to be considered but you have chosen to focus on 
the Church which lays clear your bias to the whole world. 
 
You are the servants of the people not the other way around. 




