
 

From my personal experience, one of the greatest gift of confession is that it is a safe space for me to 
seek for healing and justice. The fact that I can do so anonymously gives me the assurance that my 
hurt & stories will be dealt with in confidentiality and it is through sharing this story that I am able to 
then start going on a journey of healing. This is to me something that is good for not just the catholics 
but the society as a whole. It encourages us to start our healing process and deal with our 
behaviours, changing for the better. This will help with mental health of the general public and it is one 
of the greatest gift for the wellbeing of a person and it can be accessed without cost.  
The Royal Commission had recommended 5 groups of professions including psychologist, school 
counsellors and ministers of religion for mandatory report, however, ministers of religion are the only 
group that is singled out of the Amendment bill for mandatory reporting. This is done based on very 
limited consultation involving a number of Aboriginal organisation and 37 submissions. To me, there is 
injustice in this act as there is a lack of consultation with key stakeholders, namely the Catholic 
Church, Orthadox church and survivor groups – the every group of people who will be impacted by 
this change is not consulted.  
The paedophiles very rarely confess their sin (because going to confession actually require someone 
to be sorry about their sin and pedophilles who do not feel guilty from their action will not be 
confessing their sin). However, if they are remorseful of their sin, then the Confession will present an 
opportunity to reform the offenders. To me, this is also a good to the society in general.  
Let me be clear that the Catholic Church do not condone any form of abuse of anyone by anyone. 

The fact is, the Catholic Church has accepted 98% of the recommendations of the Royal 

Commissions report on child sexual abuse. The Catholic Archdiocese of Perth has implemented 

exemplary measures in safeguarding of children. In fact, the success in our safeguarding program 

has been adopted as a model across Catholic Diocese across Australia and other organisations. The 

Church is against child sex abuse and is doing all we can in helping to eradicate this crime. Therefore, 

instead of forcing the Church to implement mandatory report, which is beyond its power to do (as the 

breaking of Confession Seal is a change that is not open to Australian Catholic Church to make but 

only the Holy See in Rome has that authority), the government should instead consult and work 

collaboratively with the Church to implement and improve practices to fight this crime together. 




