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Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 

As a citizen of Western Australia, my objection to the proposed Amendment Bill is fourfold. 

First, it imposes on only one of the five groups that the Royal Commission recommended should be 

obliged to report allegations or factual knowledge of child sexual abuse that may be acquired 

through professional interaction with victims or offenders.  

In itself, this appears to be unjust discrimination.  

Second, that the group in question is ministers of religion, in particular, Catholic and Orthodox 

priests who are morally obliged by ‘the seal of confession’ to maintain absolute confidentiality of 

those who disclose to them within the forum of the Sacrament of Penance, seems to be a further 

discrimination based on religion. In that regard, I think the public deserves convincing evidence that 

this centuries-long, universal religious practice has, in fact, contributed to or colluded with the 

sexual abuse of children and vulnerable adults.    

Third, if the state does legislate for ‘mandatory reporting’ according to the terms of the Amendment 

Bill, it is imposing a grave dilemma on ministers of religion who offer genuine pastoral care to 

individuals asking for their support and guidance within a religious environment. It is deeply 

regrettable that, potentially, such critical response to people in need will be stopped. Especially this 

relates to Catholic priests who, arguably, will be forced either to relinquish their faculties for 

administering the Sacrament of Penance or to disobey the legislation.  

Finally, I recommend to the Parliament that it attend seriously to, and indeed, support the significant 

practices and protocols that the Christian churches in Western Australia have been implementing 

both before and after the Royal Commission to ensure the constant safeguarding of children and 

vulnerable adults.   
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