
         
         
       
        July 21, 2020 
 

Standing Committee on Legislation  
Legislative Council 
Parliament House 
4 Harvest Tce 
West Perth,  WA  6005 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
    Ref: Children and Community Services 
             Amendment Bill 2019 
 
I have objection to the proposed inclusion of Section 124BA (Provision for Ministers of Religion) and I 
humbly request removal of it from the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 for 
many well considered reasons. 

Scope:  

Protection of the Confessional Seal is essential in the Sacrament of Reconciliation in only a few 
denominations of the Christian faith. It will impact very little on the extensive and widespread 
problem of child sexual abuse.  

If the goal is to help strengthen individuals in the nation by assisting victims of sexual abuse, it is 
doubtful 124BA provision will work at bringing this about. As it is also the goal of Christianity to 
strive for goodness and avoid evil (abuse is one form of it) then Christianity and W.A. law should be 
aiming for the same things.  

Why has extensive consultation with the groups who will be impacted by the Amendment Bill not 
been explored?  

 

 

How can the public be assured all ramifications have been considered and addressed? 
Understanding the nature of the problems with breaking the seal of confession needs to be 
understood.  

The government’s role is to protect its citizens from harm and govern in the best interests of the 
nation. Extensive consultation is needed to protect the vulnerable, protect religious freedom, and 
retain the integrity of the good elements of Christianity. 

Harmful legislation has been instituted in the past and in consequence, many lives have been 
adversely affected eg. abortion bill has caused many deaths (future generations killed => aging 
population) and trauma (Post Abortion trauma and its myriad of problems, including suicidal 
tendency; drug addiction; family breakdown; dignity of life undermined; bullying of pregnant 
women; debilitating guilt, isolation and fear) all of which weaken nations.   

 

Extensive consultation needed 
with those who will be impacted 



PURPOSE 

Application of Section 124BA and effect on the vulnerable  

Too much collateral damage: Vulnerable people, people needing forgiveness of God, people 
needing grace through the Sacrament of Reconciliation assist them to amend their erring ways and 
with God’s forgiveness, to rely less on mental wellness institutions. That is, they become less of a 
burden on society and are encouraged and empowered to be a better person. This is a good thing. 
However, if the seal of confession can be broken, people will retain guilt, wounds, and it will 
negatively impact on their relationships. Those who need help will not access the Sacrament for 
anonymous, safe, confidential help and forgiveness from God because of they fear their faults will be 
publicised. 

 Perpetrators will not access it even if they are 
fervent in wanting to amend their ways. If this 
desire is not there, the priest has no authority 
(from God) to absolve the “sins”. 

Other perpetrators intent of continuing, do not seek forgiveness, and would not risk exposure, so 
mandatory reporting would be futile. 

Victims of Sexual Abuse 

Victims reveal deep wounds from sexual abuse. I’ve read and heard about it. The experience creates 
a myriad of problems for them, impacting on society. Victims report that when sexual boundaries 
are violated (fractured boundaries), it is difficult to protect those boundaries afterwards. Some tend 
to become promiscuous. Some are so wounded they have mental health issues and remain afraid 
and withdrawn from society in some form or another. Not having the outlet of the anonymity of the 
confessional to turn to, (which is a safety element providing listening and support, healing and 
advice) increase anxiety and trauma will result if undisclosed to anyone else. If the goal of 
mandatory reporting is to protect and help survivors and victims of sexual abuse, breaking the seal 
of confession will not help them, but discourage them from seeking the help they need and deserve 
– without judgement, risk of exposure or blame, because they are seeking help not from the 
minister, but God. Training the ministers to deal with revelations would be a more effective remedy 
if the goal of the Amendment Bill is to help protect and help victims as the Royal Commission 
intends. 

Repressed trauma can lead to a range of mental health issues (and we want to minimize them), 
unproductivity (and society benefits from people capable of work) and healing can minimize risk of 
dangers associated with repressed wounds.  Abuse is a difficult issue to deal with. I’ve seen children 
with this kind of history and how it impacts them socially, emotionally and academically. Any 
assistance to help them as children, until they are adult enough to seek confidential services. 
Application of 124BA would undermine any assistance the confessional allows, and should be 
protected by law, not hindered by it. 

Abusers/ Sexual Predators 

Do abusers access the confessional? They commit their crimes out of sight, so they would not go to 
the confessional unless they had a change of heart and wanted to amend their ways and seek 
forgiveness of God. If this be so, they would seek the help they needed outside of the Confessional 
(Abusers Anonymous) or report themselves to the rightful authorities. This should be encouraged 
while still retaining the confessional seal. 

People will not confide in 
confession if the confessional seal 

is not kept 

 



Breaking the confessional seal - confession won’t be accessed because perpetrators risk exposure 
and criminal charges. The bill would therefore have an adverse effect on abusers, rather than a 
positive effect on society. 

How often have we read of testimonials that abusers were also victims of childhood sexual abuse 
themselves? In some cases, victims grow up to be violators themselves, (repressed anger, 
desperation, powerlessness leads them to offend children who are more vulnerable and more easily 
manipulated than they feel).  

Please acknowledge: Churches help society in encouraging good behaviour and assisting   people to 
avoid evil. 

Application of Section 124BA Protecting Religious Freedom 

Seal of confession applies to Catholic, Orthodox and a minor few other Christian faiths. Is this a 
thinly veiled attempt at sabotaging or undermining these Churches and Ministers by interfering with 
elements of those faiths?   

It is quite clear from the Pell case that the Church has many enemies. False reporting is one aspect of 
it. Arresting, interrogating ministers on hearsay of irate individuals or those who are put up to it by 
the hidden powers of evil (which happens in most societies) in order to harm the church is another.  

Risks:  

1. Mandatory reporting will increase anxiety and pain for those already wounded by abuse so they 
won’t go to confession to get their other needs met.  

2. Breaking the seal of confession will discourage paedophiles to risk exposure so they won’t use it. 
3. Ministers of Religion can be falsely charged with not reporting even though they have nothing to 

report. This gives their enemies scope for persecution on false pretences and Ministers would 
find it difficult to defend themselves of their innocence. Historically, this happened in 
Communist and other dictatorial regimes towards those considered opponents to the State.  
Do we want this in Australia?  

4. Confession is a communication between person and God, as created by God for the good of 
humankind. Interference with God’s creation by mankind always brings disaster. Abortion causes 
death and trauma, weakening society and nation (family breakdown, missing future generations) 
just to name one example. 

More effective alternatives in addressing the sexual abuse issue 

There are more effective alternatives to protect vulnerable victims of sexual abuse and encourage 
perpetrators to amend their ways and for justice to be served. There are other alternatives to 
breaking the seal, retaining the integrity of the Christian Sacrament to unite penitent to God. These 
should be explored before this section even be considered.  

Using the Protective Behaviours WA program, if ministers of religion were trained, victims of sexual 
abuse can be helped by referring them to other agencies, while still being able to assure them of 
God’s love and forgiveness, alleviating some of their pain and perhaps false guilt. (false guilt is when 
children blame themselves for the faults and weaknesses of the parents) In abuse cases, (as in 
divorce), children may think they caused the abuse and seek forgiveness from God. Breaking the seal 
of the confessional will discourage them from the benefits they can obtain.  

 



Pornography and Sexual Abuse 

Sexual abuse has many facets. Internet pornography is increasing at alarming rates, targeting the 
young and influencing their sexual misbehaviours including sexual abuse. Teen and dating violence is 
on the rise because of what young people are viewing from ages of 9, if not younger. If the 
Amendment Bill was aiming at reducing sexual abuse, they should be introducing measures to 
protect children from viewing porn eg. intranet use in schools, filtering systems by internet providers 
or software companies, law enforcement powers to identify the pornographers and suppliers etc. 

Why does the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 address this enormously 
growing problem? 

STRUCTURE 

What gets reported? Are all violations reportable or the severe ones? Where is the boundary? How 
is this determined?  Who is it reported to?  

Protective Behaviours WA statistics reveal 1:4 female children and 1:7 male children are abused. 
What is not reported are the different degrees of abuse. Eg.Rape, violence and repeated severe 
forms of torture are more harmful that a single event or mild form eg. fondling. Are all forms 
criminal or just some?  How are the boundaries delineated in law?  

Is the nature of sexual abuse clearly explained in public documents?  
Does paedophilia have a clear definition in the public’s mind?  

Risks:  

1. False reporting 

It has been known that people sometimes make false reports about many harmful behaviours out of 
spite, revenge, in retaliation for all sorts of reasons. I know this because I have seen it in a Year 9 
health curriculum (case study on p6) and I have been alive long enough to both witness and 
personally experience it.  

Didn’t the Pell case reveal the dangers of false reporting? This travesty of injustice generated hatred 
based on these false reports, with harm done to the accused (Pell), highlighting deep flaws in the 
justice system and media; humiliation for accusor, legal personnel, judges, justice system, Australia 
in general. How will the Amendment Bill guard against false reporting? 

2. Strain on the Justice System 

Identifying perpetrators is a difficult job. Getting convictions right and justice served is a difficult, 
hazardous, expensive and time consuming process. If the Justice system is faulty, and people can’t 
trust or rely on it serving the public correctly, government imposed Amendment Bills like this one 
are not going to fix the problem. There would be a huge number of incarcerations if all (true) 
violators of abuse were identified and punished. It would take a huge incorrupt law enforcement to 
deal with it and it would be a huge burden on taxpayers to support all incarcerated perpetrators as 
there seems to be many out there.  

POLICY 

Abuse of Legislative Power 

Amendment Bill proposals of Section 124BA are an attempted abuse of power and authority of the 
WA government legislation by trying to alter the practice of the Catholic and Orthodox faith which 



surely falls outside the authority of W.A. legislation. Just as WA can’t impose its law on other states 
and countries, it can’t impose its law on Churches and their laws. 

The Lawyer/client privilege, the doctor/patient and counsellor/client confidentiality rely on trust. 
Confidentiality and trust are essential elements to these arrangements. If these other groups are 
protected by law, so should the confessions of a person in the confessional and the minister of 
religion.  

1. With sexual abuse, (as with all crimes) justice needs to be served, but this Amendment Bill will 
erode the ability to serve justice by undermining trust in the institution of confession – which 
seems a worthy thing to retain. I think more extensive consultation is needed with key 
stakeholders and those who will be impacted (a minority of good people needing help to be 
better people). Christians are not the enemy. Undermining the seal of confession is an attack on 
some of these groups. Modern Australia have been helped by these groups.   

Risks: 

2. It is common knowledge that politicians frequently have pressure from lobby groups and 
organisations with nefarious purposes to support their causes and interfere with the successful 
society Australia had become. Their intention is to undermine the fabric of society. Some have 
unfortunately managed this with the disastrous results of morally weakening this great nation of 
ours.  

3. We have our enemies, within our society as well as without. Politicians would be more protected 
if they were able to correctly identify those who had intentions to harm Australia and its citizens 
through immoral and criminal activity, corruption and guard against those influences. 
Unfortunately, evil forces stay in the dark and undermine secretly, so they are not easily 
identified, until well after the damage is done. 

 

Dear Leaders, representing the citizens of Western Australia, 

Please consider the ramifications of this proposed Section 124BA which I strongly object to.  

Please use your available time to consult with key stakeholders – us little people. Big business has a 
voice; lobby groups support organizations; media has its own agendas, but us little people only have 
our Parliamentarians to create and enact good legislation to protect Australia from moving from a 
good democracy to a more harmful one. 

Our future is in your hands. 

Yours sincerely, 

Laura Munut 




