
PUBLIC 

Hon. Brian Ellis w..,C 
Standing Committee on 
Enviroment and Public Affairs, 
Parliament House, 
PERTH. W.A. 6000 

Dear Mr Ellis, 

6th October, 2009 

Re: Deep Sewerage Infill program cancellation Spearwood. 

Thirty nine years ago when purchasing our new Home at the above address we were told that 
sewerage would be connected in a few years. As you know we are still waiting. 

During this wait, we have repaired our Leach drain, extended it and now it is collapsed, and the 
ground is gradually sinking ahead of the collapsed section. When that area sinks I will no longer 
be able to get to my clothesline unless I construct a bridge across the hole. The area I access the 
clothesline thru is also the way I have to access the rest of my back yard, as the previous collapse 
has left a gaping hole across the yard stopping us walking up the path that was once there. 

I would like you and your Committee to understand that our situation is frustrating and depressing. 
My husband has serious health issues and was forced to retire and we were put on a pension 16 
years ago. In the past few years his health has deteriorated and therefore it is not possible for him 
to fix the hole or sort our backyard, which once he kept beautiful. 

It is now a mess with a big trench across it with heaps of sand along it. Our shower and drains run 
away slow and we have a hole with smelly water in it ten feet from our back door. 
We know that there are many other households in our area with bigger and more serious problems, 
but also a lot of them are pensioners too and none of us need to have to live with these health 
hazards and ripped up devastated yards in our ageing years. 

This situation is affecting the quality of our lives in many ways, including the homes and 
families within my immediate area affected by this potential health / human hazzard.Costs to 
pump out tanks more frequently are debilitating peoples limited income,leading to undue 
anxiety & stress. 

Minister Jacobs told householders when visiting Spearwood to view affected households(July 
2009),that we should maintain our septic systems in a workable manner. 
Why would we have leach drains replaced at $4000-00 plus. That is if we could find a plumber 
prepared to do it, (most do not want to know about these sorts ofjobs).February 09 Water Corp 
mailed us a letter of the scheduled work to commence 'June 09' Also we are pensioners that can 
not afford to do it as we are trying to save the money to have sewerage connected once it is 
installed. 



PUBLI 
This Government that was voted in by many of us suffering these conditions, Has a Duty of 
Care to these people. After all why do they stand for their position if not to serve the people 
and the country. This current state government has been derelect in their duty, when cancelling 
this program without first looking into the situation. 

I would implore you and your Committee to seriously consider the deplorable and devastating 
conditions, many ofthe residents in section 28a are living with. Please do whatever you can to 
have this Sewerage Infill program resumed for section 28a in Spearwood immediately. 

We would like to thank you and your Committee for looking into this matter and look forward to a 
sensible solution. 

Yours Sincerely, / ~~ 
Lorraine and Leonard Askevold. 


