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I welcome the opportunity to present a submission on the proposed Children and Community 
Services Amendment Bill 2019 and extend  best wishes to the Committee as they examine this 
important piece of legislation..           
 
 
 
CURRENT  SITUATION 
 
The Western Australian government media release (28 Nov., 2019) announcing the Children and 
Community Services Amendment Bill 2019  outlined a number of changes to the 2004 Act including 
mandatory reporting for ministers of religion.  It is puzzling why only one group is mentioned. 
 
Recommendation 7.3  in the Final Report of the Royal Commission into institutional Responses to 
Child Abuse reads: 
       ‘state and territory governments should amend laws concerning mandatory reporting to child  
        protection authorities to achieve national consistency in reporter groups.  At a minimum, state  
       and territory governments should also include the following groups of individuals as  mandatory 
       reporters in every jurisdiction: 

    (a)       out-of-home care workers (excluding foster and kinship/relative carers) 
    (b)       youth justice workers 
    (c)        early childhood workers 
    (d)       registered psychologists and school counsellors 
    (e)       people in religious ministry’. 

Currently,  in Western Australia,  mandatory reporting only applies to doctors, nurses, midwives,  
police officers, teachers, and boarding supervisors. 
 
Recommendation 6.15 (of Final Report of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Abuse) 
 reads: 
         ‘The Australian Government should develop a new National Framework for Child Safety in  
           collaboration with state and territory governments’     (6.15  a – e) 
The Royal Commission also recommended that this replace the current (but due to expire) National 
Framework for protecting Australia’s Children.   
 
National consistency makes sense. 
 
Q 1:   Why isn’t the Western Australian government incorporating ‘a – e’ instead of just ‘e’ of  
           Recommendation 7.3 into the proposed Bill Amendment? 
Q 2:    Is it just an oversight   or  does it mean the state government has reservations about the 
            Recommendation 7.3 list and the concept of national consistency? 
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SAFE COMMUNITIES  -  COLLECTIVE  RESPONSIBILITY 
 
 
Safe communities don’t just happen – collectively there has to be mutual respect, co-operation and 
a willingness to look out for one another………..an    ‘we’re  all in this together’  attitude. 
No-one is exempt from the responsibility of protecting children and no-one should ‘look the other 
way’ if suspicions of paedophilia arise. 
At the moment there is too much ‘wriggle room’;   ‘passing the buck’ and an expectation ‘it’s up to 
the government to fix it’. 
A  list of mandatory ‘reporters’ is simply not enough.  Every individual has the obligation to report 
sexual abuse.  
Neighbourhood Watch and Crime Stoppers are two examples of what can be achieved by alert 
citizens.. 
Recommendation 6.2   of the Final Report of Royal Commission into Institutional Response to Sexual  
Abuse   outlines a  national strategy to prevent child sexual abuse which should encompass 
                                  and  Include a list….. (a) - ( h) …… of complimentary initiatives. 
 
                                                    
GOOD  GOVERNANCE 
 
Communities need good governance to protect its citizens because, sadly, there are always a  few 
individuals unwilling/unable to set aside personal desires/impulses for the sake of the common 
good. 
It is so  important that legislation is concise and easily understood. 
The simple but effective wording of the NSW Criminal Legislation Amendment (Child Sexual Abuse   
Bill 2018  is worth noting: 
         ‘all adults in NSW will be required to report information to police if they know, 
          believe or reasonably ought to know that a child has been abused. 
          Failure without a reasonable excuse punishable by up to 2 years imprisonment. 
         The penalty will be five years if the person has accepted any benefit in exchange 
          for not reporting’………………………….. 
 
 
MOVING FORWARD 
 
I  recommend  the following segments from the Final Report of the  Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to  Child Abuse be incorporated  into the proposed Children and Community 
Services Bill Amendment 2019: 
 

1.  Adopt and support the implementation of a National Office for Child Safety 
                                                                                                                    (Recommendation:  6.1) 

       2.             “      “         “       a national strategy to prevent child sexual abuse with listed  
                                                     complementary  initiatives                       (Recommendation:  6.2 (a – h))                                                                                                                       

2.    Amend laws to achieve  national consistency in reporter groups by adding the named 
    groups  (a – e)  to the existing list of mandatory reporters  itemised  in the Western  
    Australian Children and Community Services Act 2004         (Recommendation:  7.3 (a – e))                                          
                                                       and 

       4        Consider adopting wording similar to the NSW Criminal Legislation Amendment (Child  
                  Sexual Abuse Bill)  2018   -  to minimise misinterpretation. 
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