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18 October 2017
The Joint Select Committee on End of Life Choices
Legislative Assembly Committee Office
Level 1, 11 Harvest Terrace
West Perth WA 6005
Honourable Members
RE: Inquiry into the need for laws in Western Australia to allow citizens to make informed
choices regarding their own end of life choices
General Position:

I believe that our current laws in Western Australia on Advance Health Directives and
Enduring Power of Guardianship already make sufficient provision for citizens to make
informed choices about their end of life options.
I do not support changing State laws to provide for voluntary euthanasia or physicianassisted dying as I have some deep-seated concerns about possible abuses against the
elderly, the disabled and those with mental illness, in particular.
Personal insights:

My late step-father contracted Alzheimers disease some 12 years ago. He also suffered
from Type 1 diabetes, which exacerbated the progress of this disease, to the stage where he
entered a nursing home for full-time care 18 months after diagnosis, some six months
before he died.
At one point during that six months, he was admitted to hospital for treatment of other
physical issues. Because he had already made his wishes known with an Advance Health
Directive, the family were able to inform the treating doctor that he wanted no "heroic
efforts" made, should he suffer a cardiac arrest during treatment. He recovered and passed
away quietly, without pain, in dignity and peace a few months later. My mother was able to
grieve his loss, knowing she had done all she could for him and without feeling in any way
that she was "responsible" for his death by asking a physician to hasten his demise.
We look to physicians to uphold the Hippocratic Oath of "first do no harm". To destroy the
trust of the doctor/patient relationship by putting the onus of conscience for killing another
human being on the physician is a serious thing. In some European countries where
euthanasia is lawful, there have been a number of shocking abuses by doctors against
elderly patients and no doubt there will be more, whilst such laws continue. I have read
instances of elderly patients in hospitals being euthanased to "free up beds". Is this the sort
of society we really want here? Most of us will get old one day! Is that what we have to
look forward to? What fear it will produce in ageing people being admitted to hospital!
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