
 

I am opposed to any law that makes religious ministers mandatory reporters of child abuse.  
The evidence suggests that the people most at risk from this would be the victims themselves who will 
no longer have the security provided by the seal of confession in which to share their “secret”. 
Victims, who often feel shame/horror/embarrassment/fear are known to speak to a priest in the 
confines of confession as they know with certainty that nothing will be shared. 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUVvlcqHjNd80TcZ9cd7J8w) Confession is free and often does 
not require an appointment removing barriers to someone seeking assistance. The priest is then in a 
position to offer spiritual guidance and support to the victim, encouraging them to share their story 
outside of the confessional where action can then be taken against the perpetrator and the victim can 
receive the help they need. Make priests mandatory reporters and where do these victims go? 
The evidence that any abuser will confess their crime with clarity in the confessional is 
unsubstantiated and indicates abusers alluding to a crime without stating it, eg the “confession” 
reported by ABC News (https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-03-17/convicted-paedophile-vincent-ryan-
thinks-he-should-remain-priest/12059530) where Ryan stated, “I don’t know the exact words, but they 
would have been aware”. If Ryan had experienced such a crisis of conscience that he felt compelled 
to confess he most certainly would have remembered what he had said and whether the priest 
understood. Penance would hardly have been “three Hail Marys and a decade of the rosary” (a 
decade of the rosary includes one Our Father, 10 Hail Marys and a Glory Be, if this was factual he 
would have been given and either-or, not both), rather it would have involved taking himself to the 
authorities and stopping the abuse! Abusers are not known for their honesty so why should Ryan’s 
words be believed here? Paedophiles largely do not believe that they are doing anything wrong, and 
thus would not feel compelled to confess. If the seal of confession is to be broken that very rare 
abuser will simply not bother. The priest is then unable to counsel such a person to stop and take it to 
the authorities (penance and true sorrow of one’s sins is required for forgiveness, not simply stating 
something while having every intention of resuming the sin out of the confessional).  
The burden on priests with this change of law is unjust and unreasonable as they are faced with jail or 

excommunication where they are then outside of the church and unable to care for the needs of their 

“flock”. If it is necessary for a priest to be a mandatory reporter, why not, for example, social workers, 

psychologists or lawyers who are more likely to be told of such crimes by the abuser? 




