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Dear Members of Parliament WA, 
  

Inquiry into the Student Transport Assistance Policy framework 
  
I am writing regarding the School Bus Services (SBS) within the Pingelly and Brookton area. 
My daughter is due to start  in February 2022.  We have decided we would 
prefer to send our children to Pingelly Primary School.  We used to reside in Pingelly, and 
due to our close proximity and easy access to Pingelly we as a family spend most of our time 
there, playing sport, socialising and volunteering within the community.  It is OUR 
community and we are proud to be a part of the Pingelly Community and, for our whole 
families welfare would like to continue this connection through to school for our children. 
  
We have been advised by an owner of the school bus run that we are unlikely to get a place 
on the bus to Pingelly as we now reside within the shire of Brookton.  Our house is similar 
distance to Pingelly as it is to Brookton.  But Pingelly is much more accessible for us. 
  
As parents we should be able to choose the best school for our children to attend this 
should not be calculated on minute distances issue nor should it be decided by a compass 
drawing on a map. It should be decided on what is best for the child and their future health 
and happiness. 
  
Whilst I am writing this letter with only speculation that we won’t get a place on SBS next 
year, issues with SBS seem to be extremely common for parents living in rural 
locations.  Some parents have been forced to change schools and move towns to ensure 
their child/ren get the education they deserve.  Some children have even been forced to go 
to boarding school as the dept of Transport School Bus Service Dept have decided what’s 
best for the child even though they have no experience in education nor do they focus on 
the child’s wellbeing or education needs. This situation fills me and many parents with 
dread and concern for the future of our children and the impact this could have on our 
families happiness and in turn to the wellbeing of our rural communities.  
  
I hope this inquiry helps parents to get a fair and inclusive decision from SBS and that 
applications are not received and dealt with by a tick box process but instead considered 
independently for that individual family’s needs. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
 
Rodney & Claire Eva  
 




