
13 October, 2009 

Hon Brian Ellis MLC 
Member for the Agricultural Region 
Parliament House 
Harvest Terrace 
Perth, WA 6000 

Dear Mr Ellis 

Inquiry into Deep Sewerage in the Cockburn Area 
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Our Ref: 05-078-03-0002MJB 

The Western Australian Local Government Association (WALGA) is the united voice of 
Local Government in Western Australia . The Association is an independent, 
membership-based group representing and supporting the work and interests of all 139 
Local Governments in Western Australia, plus the Christmas Island and Cocos (Keeling) 
Island Councils. 

The Association provides an essential voice for almost 1,400 elected members and over 
12,000 employees of the Local Governments in Western Australia. The Association also 
provides professional advice and offers services that deliver financial benefits to Local 
Governments and the communities they serve. 

The Association thanks the Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs for 
responding to the petition of residents in the City of Cockburn and leading this inquiry. 
The issues being faced in Spearwood are of great concern to the Association and 
highlight the need for immediate expansion of the Infill Sewerage Program across the 
metropolitan area. 

The overflow of sewerage to the ground surface is a serious public health risk and 
requires immediate attention. This situation can be easily remediated if deep sewerage 
is installed and homes connected . Septic tank technology is old, outdated ' and not 
environmentally sound , particularly in urban areas. 

Perth residents have a right to deep sewerage services. The lack of willingness by the 
Water Corporation to provide these services is an abuse of the power they currently 
have as the sole sewerage treatment provider in the metropolitan area. 

Given that public health and environmental protection is a State responsibility, the Infill 
Sewerage Program is essential to protecting these values. The Association recommends 
more money be allocated to this program to bring reticulated sewage to all suburbs in 
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the Perth metro area, with priority given to Spearwood because of the public health 
concerns, the Peel Region because of the presence of Ramsar listed wetlands and all 
suburbs adjacent to wetlands or drinking water catchments, with the final objective being 
the availability of deep sewerage throughout the metropolitan area. 

The deferral of the Infill Sewerage Program is disappointing and shows a lack of priority 
by the State Government to address water quality issues. The Water Quality 
Improvement Plan for the Rivers and Estuary of the Peel-Harvey System recommends 
expediting the Infill Program to the Peel-Harvey area, with priority for areas adjacent to 
Ramsar listed wetlands and enforcing sewerage connection for homes within 2 years of 
the main system being available. 

The Draft Swan-Canning Water Quality Improvement Plan also recommends the 
expansion of the Infill Sewerage Program and decommissioning of septic tanks. This will 
reduce the phosphorous load in the Swan-Canning system by 5 tonnes/year and 
nitrogen by over 60 tonnes/year. Modelling in this report also indicates that 100% 
decommissioning of septic tanks would reduce nutrient levels close to the maximum 
allowable load in some sub-catchments, without implementing any other management 
measures. 

The Association is also concerned that the deferral of the Infill Sewerage Program and 
general lack of commitment to improving sewerage services is becoming an issue in 
regional areas. Development in the regions is being blockaded because of the 
reluctance of the Water Corporation and the State Government to provide deep 
sewerage in proposed new developments. With the current reform of Planning and 
development of the Public Health Act, there are ample opportunities for the State 
Government to ensure our urban areas are liveable, sustainable and safe. 

It is unfortunate that the Water Corporation has reallocated funds from the Infill 
Sewerage Program to fund billion dollar desalination plants. The security of our drinking 
water sources is important for Western Australia, but equally important is the protection 
of our ground and surface water systems, the ecosystems which they support and above 
all the public health and wellbeing of the community. 

In conclusion , the Association recommends the immediate continuation of the Infill 
Sewerage Program and connection assistance, education and encouragement be 
provided for the community. 

Yours sincerely 

Ricky Burges 
Chief Executive Officer 

CC: Hon Donna Faragher MLC 

PUB I . 



Western Australian Local Government Association 
PO Box 1544 
WEST PERTH WA 6872 

For more information please contact Mark Batty, Executive Officer Environment and 
Waste 
Tel: +61 892132078 
Fax: +61 8 9322 2611 
Mobile: +61 417968670 
Email: mbatty@walga.asn.au 
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