
Submission - Inquiry into past forced adoptive policies and practices 

Name:  

Date: 16 June 2023 

 

My name is  and I was born on 13 July 1970 in Mount Lawley, Western 

Australia and adopted shortly after my birth.  Our family moved to Victoria in 1976 

where I have lived since.    

 

The attached letter from Past Adoption Services, Department of Community 

Development, dated 2 November 2006 best describes the background to my 

adoption.   

 

In 2006, I contacted Past Adoption Services who assisted me in contacting my birth 

parents.  

 

In discussions with my birth father, I understand that at the time of my birth there 

was pressure from the hospital for un-wed parents to adopt their children.  After my 

adoption was finalised, my birth parents made enquires for my adoption to be 

reversed. 

 

I grew up in a loving family and my adoptive parents were always open with me 

about my adoption.  It was not until I got older and our children were asking 

questions, that I thought more about my adoption. 

 

Making the initial contact with Past Adoption Services in 2006 was a very emotional 

time and it took some time to gather the courage of facing the unknown.  This was 

only possible with the support of my loving wife. 

 

I have kept my submission brief as I would like to focus on providing my thoughts on 

the experience in locating my birth parents.   

 

The team at Past Adoptions Services were great assistance and successfully put me in 

contact with my birth parents.  This was such a positive outcome and at the time I 

remember feeling an emotional weight being lifted.  In hindsight, I believe there 

could be some improvements for future adoptees searching for their birth families: 

 Mediation services were offered at the time of contacting my birth parents 

and I felt that I did not need these services as ‘mediation’ indicates there is a 

dispute.  Looking back now, I didn’t understand how difficult it would be in 

navigating the communication and family complexities.  Considering some 

form of mandatory facilitation/connection services may make the process 

easier and more successful for future adoptees looking to connect with their 

birth parents. 



 The process of meeting birth parents and their families opens up a range of 

human emotions.  Follow up counselling and support for a period of time 

during and afterward would assist adoptees and birth families navigate this 

path. 

 I can imagine that in some circumstances there may be questions from 

adoptees and birth families regarding biological evidence.  I suggest an 

option for genetic testing to be available for future adoptees and birth 

families. 

 

I understand that my submission is brief and am more to provide more information 

or speak with the Inquiry at any stage. 

 

Thank you 

 

    

    








