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Dear Legislation Committee 
 
I'm writing in connection with Clause 124BA of the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 
2019.  
 
Thank you for the work are undertaking to ensure this Bill is in the best interests of all the vulnerable it 
seeks to protect, and all those who have survived sexual abuse. However, I do have concerns about the 
proposed Government Bill as it presently stands before Parliament. These include the following: 
 
1. The Royal Commission recommended that five groups be considered for mandatory reporting. However, 
the Bill is limiting implementation of mandatory reporting to only one of those five groups i.e. ministers of 
religion. Why have the other four groups not been considered? Not only is this discriminating against one 
group of people (ministers of religion); but more importantly, it suggests that the protection of children is 
not important or irrelevant in the context of the other four groups.     
 
2. The Universal Law of the Church requires Catholic clergy to maintain the Seal of Confession upon pain 
of excommunication (which ultimately results in damnation of the soul to hell). Mandatory reporting will 
require Catholic clergy to break the Seal of Confession, thus placing them in an extremely 
difficult dilemma. The passing of this Bill would result in an unjust law, which Catholic priests would be 
justified in disobeying for the sake of the salvation of their souls, because their obedience to God comes 
before their obedience to the Government. Therefore, I have no doubt that most Catholic priests would be 
willing to suffer persecution at the hands of the Government rather than break the Seal of Confession. 
However, if this unfortunate event were to arise, it would be a travesty which infringes upon their rights to 
the free practice of religion. 
     
3. As Archbishop Costelloe pointed out on 18 May 2020, it is extremely rare for those who are guilty of 
sexually abusing any vulnerable person to confess their heinous sin and crime in the Confessional. When a 
penitent approaches the Confessional, one of the requirements for forgiveness and absolution is for the 
peninent to amend their ways and to make restitution for the wrong committed. In the case of sexual 
abusers, this would likely include the requirement to hand themselves over to the authorities with a full 
admission of guilt. However, if this Bill is passed, then the extremely rare case where an abusing perpetrator 
may have approached the Confessional will be lost, together with the opportunity for justice and further 
protection of the vulnerable.   
 
Thank you for giving consideration to what I have written above. I wish the Committee well in your 
endeavours to ensure best practice of protection of the vulnerable here in Western Australia. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Mr Justin Geldart 

 
 




