
We, the members of St. Francis Xavier Hilbert Legion of Mary Group, wish to convey 
to the Committee of Inquiry our very grave concerns relating to the proposed 
amendment to the Children and Community Services Act 2004 which, if enacted, 
would require Catholic Priests to break a solemn vow regarding the Seal of 
Confession. Any priest would consider himself accountable to Almighty God for 
honouring his vow, and would therefore be placed in an impossible situation by such 
legislation. 
  
We make the following points for the committee’s consideration:- 
  
               The proposed amendments appear to be in breach of freedom of religion 
statutes.               
               The Sacrament of Reconciliation is anonymous, the penitent’s identity is 
generally unknown to the priest, 

making reporting impossible. 
               

Child abusers would hesitate to seek absolution if such a law were to be 
enacted, thereby reducing any likelihood of the abuser reforming their evil 
behaviour. 
  
Is this legislation to by applied to psychiatrists, clinical psychologists, other 
types of councillors or lawyers, any of whom might become privy to 
information about abuse and all of whom have a professional ethic of client 
confidentiality? If this large and diverse group is to be exempt then the Law 
would be discriminatory and un-Australian. If not, then a vast new “criminal” 
class would be created, since many professional people would feel obliged to 
practice civil disobedience in order to honour their professional obligations. 
This law could criminalise a body of citizens professionally dedicated to 
enhancing the good of society. 
  
A law such as this would be impossible to police and would therefore be a bad 
law. 
  

The crime of child abuse in all its forms, is an abomination for which perpetrators 
should be held accountable, however it is our belief that a poorly conceived, 
discriminatory and unjust law would have little or no possibility of achieving that 
outcome. Rather an opposite effect is the more likely outcome, driving this evil 
further into the dark. All avenues of counselling/reform would be closed to those 
hesitant to seek help, being aware that their vicious behaviour was to be 
compulsorily disclosed to the police. We believe this law in its present form could 
actually increase the destruction of innocent lives and we therefore respectfully urge 
the Committee not to proceed with it. 
  
  
Roseanne Quinn (President)  
For 
St. Francis Xavier Legion of Mary Presidium. 

 

Virus-free. www.avg.com 

http://www.avg.com/email-signature?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient
http://www.avg.com/email-signature?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient



