
Dear Parliamentary Legislation Committee, 
 
I am writing in response to the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019. These 
proposed changes are a direct attack on the religious freedom of the Catholic Church in 
Western Australia. In the recommendations of the Royal Commission, five groups were listed as 
recommended to become mandatory reporters including registered psychologists and ministers 
of religion. It is unfair that ministers of religion were the only group singled out for the 
Amendment which is due to a misunderstanding of their role in the Sacrament of Confession. 
 
Priests and ministers in the Sacrament of Confession offer a very important role in offering 
support, counselling and healing. Those that choose to approach a priest in this Sacrament are 
not unrepentant offenders, rather they must already recognise their errors and feel guilty in 
order to ask for forgiveness from God and the Church. It is very rare that pedophilies confess 
their crime to a priest, if they do it would be an opportunity for the priest to guide that person to 
turn themselves into the proper authorities. 
 
As a former secondary school teacher and a mother of three young children, I do not see any 
benefit to the community and its vulnerable members through this Amendment Bill. The Catholic 
Church in Perth has already made extensive steps in ensuring that children are protected in our 
parishes through the Safeguarding Programme. This Amendment Billis a direct attack on the 
religious beliefs of Catholics in Western Australia. As Archbishop Timothy Costelloe outlined in 
his Pastoral Letter “no priest, bishop, archbishop or cardinal has any authority whatsoever to 
change the universal teaching or laws of the Church” and that it is part of the laws of the Church 
that a priest would be automatically excommunicated and unable to function as a priest if he 
were to reveal information that was revealed during the Sacrament of Confession. 
 
I sincerely ask the Committee to reconsider this Amendment and seek further consultations on 
the possible unintended and undesirable consequences. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rebecca Cummins 




