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Dear Honourable Committee Members , 
I am deeply concerned by the implications of the proposed amendments to the 
Children and Community services Act 2004. I cannot conceive of any manner in 
which such  legislation could be policed  without infringing the religious freedom of 
both penitent and priest and can foresee only negative and undesirable outcomes . 
Is it likely that anyone guilty of such crimes against innocent children would seek 
absolution if they expected to be reported to police? Whatever possibility existed for 
reformation of the behaviour , which could have resulted from the counselling and 
direction which form part of the  sacrament and from the graces which the sacrament 
confers when approached with sincere repentance and the intention to reform ; these 
potential benefits  would then be lost. Further ,and very importantly, Priests would 
have to disobey a  human law in order to honour a vow made to God.  Would they be 
imprisoned ? Are we to see religious persecution in Australia such as we have 
witnessed with horror in totalitarian regimes throughout the past century and in to 
this present one? 
  
It is beyond question that sexual predators must be called to account  and be justly 
dealt with . I am very  aware of the lifelong destructive consequences suffered by 
victims of such  depravity. It is my belief that much more needs to be done to protect 
children and adolescents from  the dangers of  unsupervised internet access and to 
educate them as to the dangers they face. Sadly ,children need to learn about 
protecting themselves and about speaking up to a trusted adult ( a tragic 
commentary on our society ). Parents too, often lack the skills needed to adequately 
monitor their children’s on line behaviour and so to protect their children. There are 
no quick fix solutions to a societal problem as serious as this but the current proposal 
is, in my view ,seriously flawed and counterproductive and I therefore respectfully 
urge the committee not to pass this amendment in its present form, 
  
Anna C. Cook. 
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