
Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

My name is Hilda Ousephachan and I am a 20-year-old Catholic who strongly disagrees with the 

‘Children and Community Services Amendment Bill  2019’ being passed. I strongly believe that it will 

not be as successful as you think it will be if implemented. 

Firstly, disclosing confession to another goes against a Priest’s morals and all the teachings. We 

believe that when we confess out sins, God forgives them through the priest who acts as an 

mediator and helps us get back on track with life and to turn away from sin and to do the required 

penance. Priests do not share confession secrets even with other priests. It shall solely be with them 

and they shall not judge the person who confessed based on their sins either. The bill violates this, 

and it goes against the sole purpose of confession. It is not something that can be changed 

nationally, but globally. Only Pope Francis has authority to decide whether this shall be passed or 

not. It cannot be decided by any priests of bishops from Australia. 

Secondly, even if either a victim or an abuser was to confess their sins to a priest, they are coming 

there to ask God for either forgiveness and/or healing. The Seal of Confession is a powerful tool that 

is used by all Catholics to help them overcome difficult periods in their life. And by no means do I 

intend to say to that it can be misused either. The sacrament of confession is almost similar to 

sharing your secrets with a friend BUT being fully aware that they will be kept with the priest and 

they will be forgiven by God so that they can move forward with their life and become a better 

person. The bill doesn’t hold much importance in this aspect as I strongly believe that it will take 

months, if not years for the victim or the abuser to come forward, let alone confess their sins. The 

number of people attending church are decreasing and the fact that this bill focuses so much on it, 

especially one of the sacraments are concerning. It will be offsetting people to come forward and 

practice their religious practices as such bills holds so much threat. 

It is unfortunate that the church violated their beliefs and went against their morals. But by no 

means shall such bill be the remedy for it. Sexual abuse/abuse happens everywhere, and we should 

be trying our best to provide a safer place for everyone and not look at ways to address the issue 

AFTER it has taken place.  

I strongly believe that this bill shall not be passed as is diminishes catholic morals and beliefs and 

becomes a threat to everyone. Hope you consider this matter and understand the importance 

behind it. 

 

Kind regards, 

Hilda Ousephachan 

 




