
 

My husband and I are young Catholic parents who have been diligently raised in the Catholic faith. In 
living our faith, we aim to be responsible Australian citizens in every aspect of our lives. This is 
because we believe that we should emulate Jesus Christ.  
 
The seven Sacraments are an important part of the Catholic faith. We believe that Jesus is present in 
these Sacraments. In one of these Sacraments, the Sacrament of Reconciliation (sometimes referred 
to as Confession), a Catholic person (the penitent) confesses their sins honestly to the priest. Honesty 
is crucial in order to receive healing, absolution and grace from God, acting through the priest. The 
beauty of this Sacrament is not to be underestimated. It is a profound experience to, in humility, admit 
to all wrongdoings, repent and be forgiven. Furthermore, some victims of sexual abuse have been 
able to find solace, healing and support in Confession, which is currently easily accessible at no cost. 
However, the confidence to honestly confess one’s sins or seek healing and support can only be 
maintained if the penitent can be sure of complete privacy. Anything that may be a possible violation 
of privacy will discourage a penitent from practicing his faith by going to Confession, thereby 
potentially preventing the experience of healing and solace that comes with it.  
 
As Catholics who partake of the Sacrament of Reconciliation frequently, we are concerned that the 
proposed amendments will mean priests will be unable to uphold the Seal of Confession without 
possibly facing prosecution. The result would be fewer priests being available to administer the 
Sacraments to the Catholic faithful, thereby denying us the very essence of our faith.  
 
It is our belief that no child should suffer any kind of abuse. Recognising this, the Catholic Church has 
put in place a high standard of practical measures to safeguard all children. 
 
We ask you, our State Government, to please respect our right to practice our faith and the rights of 

Catholic priests to practice their faith and ministry without discrimination. We ask you to respect the 

Seal of Confession, whereby anything said to the priest in Confession is to remain only between the 

priest and the penitent. 


