
Dear Legislation Committee, 
 
I wish to raise my concern regarding the proposed inclusion of Section 124BA - Provisions for 
ministers of religion, which would enforce mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse for 
priests even when disclosed in the Sacrament of Penance.  
 
As a 20 year old Catholic university student, safety and protection of the most vulnerable, 
specifically of young people, is of utmost importance to me, especially within the context of 
a church. However, I believe that this proposed amendment would be more harmful to the 
protection and safety of young people and would not be productive in creating a safer 
environment for children within the Church. Further, I can already see that given the Seal of 
Confession is a Universal Law of the Catholic Church, which cannot be changed part from the 
Holy See in Rome, implementation of mandatory reporting would greatly infringe on priests 
and the free practice of religion – something that cannot be tolerated. 
 
The Sacrament of Penance is an essential element of my Catholic faith and continues to be a 
unique source of healing, partly due to the Seal of Confession that the Sacrament is protected 
by. The Seal ensures both priest and penitent are free without fear to discuss intimate sources 
of pain and guilt in a safe environment, and has allowed me to find healing, renewal and 
encouragement unlike anywhere else. Unfortunately, should this provision for ministers of 
religion be included, the safety of young people and this unique source of healing for Catholics 
will surely be jeopardised. In the highly unlikely scenario that an abuser would seek 
reconciliation within the Catholic confessional, it would be even more unlikely if the Seal was 
not in place. This would leave no chance at all for the priest to firstly implore the abuser to 
stop their horrific crimes, but to also strongly encourage them to turn themselves into 
appropriate authorities. Further, in personal experience with the Sacrament, rarely would I 
even know who the priest is, and likewise the priest would not know who I am, due to the 
majority of confessionals being behind screens allowing anonymity. It would be likely that an 
abuser confessing such serious crimes would seek anonymous confession. Mandatory 
reporting will surely further inhibit abusers from seeking reform and would keep these 
criminals out in society for longer causing more danger to children and vulnerable people. 
With the possibility of abuser reform being extremely inhibited, the enforcement of 
mandatory reporting would also jeopardise one of the last few places that survivors of child 
sexual abuse could seek – without any cost – healing and support. It is rare to find a truly safe 
place where one, with or without faith, can freely seek help and healing without any fear of 
being made known. It would be extremely disappointing to see one of the last places of such 
a valuable source of healing be compromised, and I would truly worry for the safety of young 
people like myself having no true place to seek support in this unique setting.  
 
I commend all sensible steps that the government is taking to ensure the safety of young 
people, especially from the abhorrent crimes of sexual abuse. But I believe this provision is 
not sensible and will negatively impact the safety of children and the free practice of religion 
in Western Australia. I also wish to note that the Catholic Archdiocese of Perth has taken great 
measures by their Safeguarding Programme in their joint effort to ensure a safe place for 
children within the Church, and it would be encouraging and productive for collaboration with 
the Archdiocese rather than an attempt to influence a core and sacred aspect of the Church.  
 




