
 

I write this as a victim of sexual abuse.  My brothers where victims of sexual abuse during their 
attendance at a Christian Brothers Catholic School in the 1970’s.  The elder of the 2 is now deceased 
and the younger spent much of his life living on the streets, due to the mental damage caused by the 
abuse.  
I believe that by passing this legislation, you will be increasing the risk to children, rather than 
lessening it. My reasons I feel are best expressed by the following passage.  
The quote below is from The Sydney Morning Herald, November 16, 2012, by Waleed Aly.  
I chose this, because it expresses well my thoughts on this. But also this comes from a man who is 
not Catholic and has no vested interest in this piece of legislation, but looks at it from what I believe to 
be a sensible position.  
“ ……Demanding laws that require priests to break the confessional seal sounds good. It sounds 
tough, uncompromising, common-sense. But it's also the kind of thing you do when you don't 
understand the problem you are trying to solve. That's what we are witnessing here: irreligious people 
trying to address a religious problem with brute secular force. That might make perfect intuitive sense 
to the staunchly secular mind, but we need more than intuition and declarations of secular supremacy 
here. What matters is what works. And taking an axe to the confessional box won't work. It might even 
make things worse. 
The anti-confessional argument rests on an assumption that the confessions are taking place. Even if 
that's true - and there's little evidence of it - there's no reason to assume they will keep coming. When 
people confess, they do so with a guarantee of confidentiality. Do we really think people will continue 
to confess if we take that guarantee away? And if the confessions stop, does that really help at all? 
The confessional seal means the priest cannot reveal the identity of the paedophile. But he can 
encourage the paedophile to turn himself in to the authorities or get psychiatric treatment. He could 
recommend the paedophile resign from his position. He can even warn a third party that a particular 
child is at risk of abuse, provided he doesn't say from whom. Sure, that's not as satisfying as taking a 
sledgehammer to the abuser. But it's surely better than nothing, which is probably the alternative. I 
would rather the confession take place confidentially than not at all. 
But suppose I'm wrong. Suppose a paedophile's desire for forgiveness and absolution is so strong 
that they are prepared to take the risk and confess anyway. Then what? Canon law prohibits a priest 
from revealing a confession even under the threat of his own death. Should we expect him to buckle 
under the threat of a prison sentence? Here it's essential to understand that any priest who violates 
the confessional seal faces excommunication. 
That might mean nothing to you. You might even see this as the threat that underpins a dangerous 
fairytale. But you are not the one hearing the confession. What matters is what this means to priests 
and, in Catholic terms, excommunication is as serious as it gets - far more serious than any prison 
sentence. This leaves us searching for a very strange creature indeed: someone devoted enough to 
enter the priesthood, but not devoted enough to care about eternal damnation. And we need lots of 
them. We're betting on a team of rogue priests. That doesn't sound like a plan to me. 
You can't legislate away people's religious convictions, however much you might want to. And you 
can't ignore them simply because you hold them in contempt. What matters here is the stuff outside 
the confessional box: the … responses to abuse that seem calculated to protect paedophile priests 
rather than their victims; … the failure of police to follow through on investigations. These are the 
things we should be pursuing relentlessly. This should be the focus of our desire for justice. Let's not 
dilute that by getting lost on some doctrinal excursion it's clear we don't understand.” 
I ask you to please consider a No vote to this legislation, but instead put efforts into dealing with the 
real criminals here, the perpetrators and their protectors.  
Thankyou. 




