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To the members of the Legislation Committee,
 
I am writing in reference to the Seal of Confession as mentioned in the Children and Community
Services Amendment Bill 2019.
 
I have great concerns about amendments regarding the Seal of Confession.  Our Catholic
Churches are presently doing a great job in protecting children from sexual abuse.  Each parish
has their Safe Guarding Officers that children can turn to if need be and that is a wonderful
thing.  All those involved in church ministry MUST have a Working with Children Card or they are
NOT PERMITTED to participate in any ministry.  Furthermore, all responsible people are vigilant
and watch out for any danger that children may be exposed to.
 
Sexual abusers, and I feel many would not feel guilty of their crime, would not even think of
confessing their sin to a priest.  Although in some cases there could be those that are remorseful
and wish to ask God’s forgiveness.  I have listened to personal stories of survivors of sexual abuse
within my own church community who have been healed by the power of Confession and are
now helping others.    
 
Those whose lives are broken, will not attempt to speak to a priest in Confession if they know
that their sin would be revealed.  This could have a devastating effect on the person and not only
lead to more mental problems, but being unable to release the tension within them could
possibly see suicide as the only way out of their predicament,  God forbid. 
 
I personally have great faith in the Seal of Confession.  Confession is confessing one’s sins/faults
to God, the priest is there to give the Absolution in the name of God.  Confession for me is a
wonderful thing as it is confidential and most of all anonymous.  I always choose to kneel
behind the partition that has a little window/grill with a curtain and I don’t even know which
priest is in the confessional.  Most people confess in a church other than their own parish church
as they feel more comfortable that way.  I would see no point in going to a priest in Confession if
I knew that he would in some cases not only break the Seal of Confession but break the Vow that
he made to God at his Ordination to the Priesthood.  How could I trust that priest?
 
Please do not stop the “broken” from finding healing, and please do not take away our freedom
of religion, which is what is happening here,  and our religious practices.
 
God bless you all.
 
Ann Stedul
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