





In February a “very sad” funeral was held for a popular, highly talented, sports orientated
18 year old, local youth. It is said that the young man had blown his head off using his step
father’s gun.

The step father was, from all accounts, known locally as a “pig shooter” although he actually
owned and operated a local light industrial business on a daily basis.

The fact that, and the reason why this lad chose to end his life in such a dramatic way, at
the family home, and in a way so that his step father would inevitably find him, seems to
have been overshadowed, understandably, by grief.

Many wondered, did he have a fight with a girlfriend? But few if any are willing to wonder
whether there was there any connection between the step father’s “pig shooting” and the
lad taking his life?

You may ask, what has this to do with the stated terms of reference for recreational hunting
as per:

That the Council -

(a) acknowledges the use in other States of regulated, licensed recreation hunting systems and the
potential environmental contribution made in controlling pest animals on public lands, together with the
possible economic, [ and recreational Il to the community; and

(b) directs that -

(in) the Public Administration Committee inquire into the benefits or otherwise of a similar system being
adopted in Western Australia and report back to the House by 4 December 2014; and

(ii) Hon Rick Mazza be co-opted as a member to the Public Administration Committee for the purposes of
the foregoing inguiry.

Having taught children for over 30 years, and having lived in Bullsbrook for the last 16
years, I am forced to ask the question: Was there a connection between “pig shooting’ and
this lad taking his life?

I believe there may well have been.

(a quick google will provide ample accounts of similar incidents to support my hypothesis)

I then must ask the question: How “normal” is it to have a parent that
kills for pleasure, for that is surely the essence of so called
“recreational hunting”, is it not?

PLEASURE AND DEATH.

As Desmond Manderson, fellow at the Australian National University College of Law and
ANU Humanities Research Centre publicly stated:.

“So let us call a spade a spade. Many hunters want to hunt in national parks:
not because they are good environmentalists (though they may be), but
because they enjoy hunting”.









