
 

For the attention of the Legislation Committee, 
My concerns are about Section 53 (3) (a) in the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 
2019. These are as follows. 
The Final Report of the Royal Commission mentioned that the Australian Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference should seek clarification from the Vatican on “whether information received from a child 
during the sacrament of reconciliation that they had been sexually abused would be covered by the 
seal of confession” plus “whether absolution could and should be withheld if a person confessed to 
perpetrating child sexual abuse, until they report themselves to civil authorities”. [Final Report: 
Volume 16, Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, Religious 
Institutions Bk 1, P.77]. 
The issue I have is this. The Catholic Church in Australia does not have the authority to change 
universal Church teaching or Canon Law. This can only be done following an edict from the Vatican 
itself. My question is this: why has this consultation not been fulfilled, and if it has, why has the 
outcome of this consultation not been made public? Until this is done and made public – in line with 
the Royal Commission’s recommendations – I cannot see why the Bill is being pushed forward. 
Another concern I have is this. The Royal Commission recommended mandatory reporting for five 
groups of professions. These included school counsellors, psychologists, youth juvenile workers, child 
carers, as well as ministers of religion. In her speech to the Legislative Assembly on 28 November 
2019, the Minister for Child Protection, the Hon. Simone McGurk, stated that, of the five groups 
recommended by the Royal Commission, ministers of religion are the only group being singled out by 
the Amendment Bill for mandatory reporting, and that only a very limited consultation had been 
conducted, which consisted of a number of Aboriginal organisations and 37 written submissions.  
I am asking myself why the government has not contacted survivor groups, the Orthodox churches 
and the Catholic church during this consultation process. And why have the Government entirely 
ignored including the other four groups recommended by the Royal Commission all of which 
consistently deal with society’s most vulnerable children? These groups (out-of-home care workers, 
youth justice workers, early childhood workers, registered psychologists and school counsellors) are 
exclusively positioned to recognize cases of child sexual abuse. 
Finally, I feel my religious practice and my confessor are both under attack. Confession is something 
sacred to me, where I have the freedom to express the deepest murmurs of my soul freely, 
confidentially and without compromise. To take confession away from me, or indeed the priest 
himself, and especially taking it away from those who have suffered sexual abuse and use the 
confessional as a means of healing, as I do, is abhorrent. 
Thank you for serving the government and citizens of Western Australia in the way you are doing as a 
committee. Please let’s do the best we can to ensure the overall protection of children. We don’t need 
partially good legislation but the best. 
Helen Crosby 




