
 

Dear Legislation Committee, 
 
I believe that the forcing of religious ministers to mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse goes 
fundamentally against the Catholic Church teachings and tradition of confession as a sacred 
sacrament. It is based on erroneous beliefs that priests regularly hear confessions of sexual abuse, 
which is simply untrue, since someone must truly repent in order to confess such sins. If religious 
minsters were required to mandatory report, it would be compelling to go against their teachings, and 
may even dissuade people from confessing and going on to do the right thing by making it right (i.e., 
going to authorities and confessing). Priests would no longer be the seen as a safe place to go, and it 
would undermine the sacrament of reconciliation/confession. I believe that in order to make such 
laws, one should thoroughly understand theology in order to show respect to the religious beliefs of 
your constituents. 
 
In summary: 
- the law is based on fundamentally flawed beliefs of confession of sexual abuse of children 
- the law could inhibit genuine confessions of sexual abuse, given the mandatory requirement 
- in turn, this could reduce the actual effectiveness of priests and religious ministers as agents of 
change amongst believers 
- it reduces the perceived psychological safety of the church, which could actually reduce the 
likelihood someone will confess, and in turn get dealt with in a pastoral manner (as is currently the 
case, where priests will encourage the right actions - for example, self-reporting). 
- it ignores the fundamental teachings and beliefs of the church on the seal of confession. 
- it is a partisan strategy that does not have the support of the Church, NOT due to the fundamental 
opposition to child protection, but because it ignores the purpose of the confession as a religious 
sacrament. Forcing priests to reveal what they have heard is fundamentally against religious freedom 
and an attack on the Catholic Church and Catholic beliefs. 
 
Overall, I believe that the law may act against its fundamental belief that it would increase the 
reporting and detection rates of child sexual abuse. The church has already taken significant steps to 
safeguard children, including holding workshops on proper conduct and having safeguarding officers 
that already have reporting standards that they must adhere to. It is a fundamental belief that the 
abuse of anyone, especially vulnerable children, is wrong, but the way that this law attempts to handle 
it is overreaching and disrespectful. A better approach would be to enact dialogue and work together 
with all stakeholders to reach a respectful resolution. As Archbishop Timothy Costelloe of the Catholic 
Archdioceses of Perth states in his letter dated 18 May 2020, it is in effect forcing priests to be in the 
difficult position of either being excommunicated from the Roman Catholic Church, or breaking the 
law in Australia. It is a slippery slope to take, as it opens the door to an attack on fundamental 
Catholic beliefs. 
 
In considering this law, I strongly urge you to consider the fundamental consequences to the Church 
in Australia and its implications for respecting religious freedom. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Matthew Yum 




