
 

Dear Legislation Committee 
 
I understand that there are plans to amend the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 
2019 and am very concerned that it proposes to make it mandatory for Catholic priests to break what 
is known as the Seal of Confession:  this is something that the Catholic Archbishop of Perth has 
explained is and would be impossible to do.   
 
It distresses me that: 
 
1. Although the Royal Commission recommended that five (5) groups be considered for 
mandatory reporting this amendment Bill targets only one (1) that is, ministers of religion.  Why? 
2. There has been, and there is/was likely going to be no consultation with ministers of religion 
and survivors of abuse, yet it appears that the Minister for Child Protection plans to consult with the 
other four (4) groups.  Why? 
3. The Catholic Church in Australia agreed to 79 of the 80 recommendations and the Archbishop 
of Perth has not only implemented but also successfully rolled out a Safeguarding Programme which 
has been adopted as a model throughout the Catholic dioceses in Australia.  What have the other four 
(4) groups implemented to protect children in their care or that they consult with? 
 
May I be so bold as to recommend that this committee: 
 
a) Address the above three points 
b) Consult with survivors 
c) Consult with paedophiles (have any of them confessed to a priest?) 
d) Fully understand who deals with a greater number of children every day (I doubt that it would 
be priests) 
e) How do the other four groups endeavour to protect children in their care? 
f) What evidence is there that children will be protected if the Seal of Confession is forced to be 
broken?  My understanding is that many child abuse survivors speak of the confessional as the only 
safe place they can turn to – just because they know that what they confess remains between them 
and the priest:  it doesn’t cost them money to speak about their trauma: and as a consequence/result 
they feel supported/protected in their healing process. 
 
Finally, thank you for giving me the opportunity to submit this and a special thanks for the committee 
seriously looking into this matter. 
 
Renata Mattia 

 
 

 




