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To the Committee members,  

   

REFERENCE:  Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 

with its proposed amendments to the Children and Community Services 
Act 2004, and in regard to section 124BA  
  
   
I am strongly opposed to the use of the Sacrament of Confession as a process of the law and I 

make the following. 

  
It would be very unlikely that a child abuser would go to Confession knowing that the priest 

would mandatory report the child abuser (penitent) to the police or other. 

  
The Sacrament of Confession is held in a Confession "enclosure" with no direct eye contact 

and faces barely visible through a screen. The screen is perforated and audio is transmissive. 

The Confession enclosures have 3 (can have 2) doors side by side.  The middle door of the 

3 is for the priest to enter. The other doors are for the penitents to enter. 

The penitent enclosures are connected to the priest's enclosures by 2 screens: 1 screen is solid 

so that it acoustically seals the enclosures from visibility and audio transmission.  

The second screen is fixed and perforated so that audio is transmissive.  

During Confession, the priest lifts the solid screen to hear the Confession, while the solid 

screen to the other enclosure is kept down, so that the other penitent, if present, does not hear 

the Confession.  

The faces of the priest and penitent are barely visible to each other through the 

perforated screen. 

The priest sits on a chair facing the Confession entry door with his ear facing the penitent and 

the penitent kneels down facing the priest. 

  
Priests are bound to keep all Confessional conversations in absolute confidentiality.  
In Confession, the penitent would be counselled to repent and stop any sinful act and it is an 

opportunity to counsel the penitent of the gravity of the sinful act, including asking the 

penitent to report to the police.  

With Confession, the penitent may report to the police, if convinced. If not, there may also be 

a chance that the penitent would not commit further sinful acts. 

While what is said in confession is in absolute confidentiality, the priest has an opportunity to 

counsel both a penitent and an abused child. This opportunity would be lost with the loss of 

confidentiality and it would be a great pity to both parties. 

  

The priest would not know the identities of penitents 



To legislate that a priest mandatory reports penitents is, quite frankly, ridiculous. 

  
It seems illogical to enact legislation to dictate what one is to believe and how to conduct 

one's faith and such legislation is legislating against freedom of thought. 

  
The Sacrament of Confession is a significant part of Christianity and one can only conclude 

that this sort of legislation is designed to persecute Christians and Christianity - Cardinal 

George Pell comes to mind. 

  
I hope common sense prevails. 

  
  
Regards, 

Frank Giuffre. 
 




